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The Soldiers Truce:
A Hidden History From The First
World War

German and British soldiers fraternize – Christmas 1914
[Thanks to Dennis Serdel, Vietnam 1967-68 (one tour) Light Infantry, Americal Div. 11th
Brigade, purple heart, Veterans For Peace 50 Michigan, Vietnam Veterans Against The
War, United Auto Workers GM Retiree, in Perry, Michigan]
To many, the end of the war and the failure of the peace would validate the
Christmas cease-fire as the only meaningful episode in the apocalypse.
It belied the bellicose slogans and suggested that the men fighting and often
dying were, as usual, proxies for governments and issues that had little to do with
their everyday lives. A candle lit in the darkness of Flanders, the truce flickered
briefly and survives only in memoirs, letters, song, drama and story.
December 1, 2005 by John V. Denson, 2005 LewRockwell.com [Excerpts]

The Christmas Truce, which occurred primarily between the British and German
soldiers along the Western Front in December 1914, is an event the official
histories of the Great War leave out, and the Orwellian historians hide from the
public.
Stanley Weintraub has broken through this barrier of silence and written a moving
account of this significant event by compiling letters sent home from the front, as well as
diaries of the soldiers involved. His book is entitled Silent Night: The Story of the World
War I Christmas Truce. The book contains many pictures of the actual events showing
the opposing forces mixing and celebrating together that first Christmas of the war.
This remarkable story begins to unfold, according to Weintraub, on the morning of
December 19, 1914:
Lieutenant Geoffrey Heinekey, new to the 2ND Queen’s Westminster Rifles, wrote
to his mother, ‘A most extraordinary thing happened. . . Some Germans came out
and held up their hands and began to take in some of their wounded and so we
ourselves immediately got out of our trenches and began bringing in our wounded
also. The Germans then beckoned to us and a lot of us went over and talked to
them and they helped us to bury our dead. This lasted the whole morning and I
talked to several of them and I must say they seemed extraordinarily fine men . . . .
It seemed too ironical for words. There, the night before we had been having a
terrific battle and the morning after, there we were smoking their cigarettes and
they smoking ours. (p. 5)
Weintraub reports that the French and Belgians reacted differently to the war and with
more emotion than the British in the beginning. The war was occurring on their land and
The French had lived in an atmosphere of revanche since 1870, when Alsace and
Lorraine were seized by the Prussians in a war declared by the French. (p. 4).
The British and German soldiers, however, saw little meaning in the war as to
them, and, after all, the British King and the German Kaiser were both grandsons
of Queen Victoria. Why should the Germans and British be at war, or hating each
other, because a royal couple from Austria were killed by an assassin while they
were visiting in Serbia?
However, since August when the war started, hundreds of thousands of soldiers had
been killed, wounded or missing by December 1914 (p. xvi).
It is estimated that over eighty thousand young Germans had gone to England before
the war to be employed in such jobs as waiters, cooks, and cab drivers and many spoke
English very well. It appears that the Germans were the instigators of this move towards
a truce.
So much interchange had occurred across the lines by the time that Christmas
Eve approached that Brigadier General G.T. Forrestier-Walker issued a directive
forbidding fraternization:
For it discourages initiative in commanders, and destroys offensive spirit in all
ranks . . . Friendly intercourse with the enemy, unofficial armistices and exchange

of tobacco and other comforts, however tempting and occasionally amusing they
may be, are absolutely prohibited. (p. 6–7).
Later strict orders were issued that any fraternization would result in a courtmartial.
Most of the seasoned German soldiers had been sent to the Russian front while the
youthful and somewhat untrained Germans, who were recruited first, or quickly
volunteered, were sent to the Western Front at the beginning of the war. Likewise, in
England young men rushed to join in the war for the personal glory they thought they
might achieve and many were afraid the war might end before they could get to the front.
They had no idea this war would become one of attrition and conscription or that it would
set the trend for the whole 20TH century, the bloodiest in history which became known
as the War and Welfare Century.
As night fell on Christmas Eve the British soldiers noticed the Germans putting up
small Christmas trees along with candles at the top of their trenches and many
began to shout in English We no shoot if you no shoot.(p. 25).
The firing stopped along the many miles of the trenches and the British began to notice
that the Germans were coming out of the trenches toward the British who responded by
coming out to meet them.
They mixed and mingled in No Man’s Land and soon began to exchange chocolates for
cigars and various newspaper accounts of the war which contained the propaganda from
their respective homelands.
Many of the officers on each side attempted to prevent the event from occurring
but the soldiers ignored the risk of a court-martial or of being shot.
Some of the meetings reported in diaries were between Anglo-Saxons and
German Saxons and the Germans joked that they should join together and fight
the Prussians.
The massive amount of fraternization, or maybe just the Christmas spirit, deterred the
officers from taking action and many of them began to go out into No Man’s Land and
exchange Christmas greetings with their opposing officers.
Each side helped bury their dead and remove the wounded so that by Christmas
morning there was a large open area about as wide as the size of two football fields
separating the opposing trenches.
The soldiers emerged again on Christmas morning and began singing Christmas
carols, especially Silent Night. They recited the 23RD Psalm together and played
soccer and football. Again, Christmas gifts were exchanged and meals were
prepared openly and attended by the opposing forces.
Weintraub quotes one soldier’s observation of the event: Never . . . was I so
keenly aware of the insanity of war. (p. 33).

The first official British history of the war came out in 1926 which indicated that the
Christmas Truce was a very insignificant matter with only a few people involved.
However, Weintraub states:
During a House of Commons debate on March 31, 1930, Sir H. Kinglsey Wood, a
Cabinet Minister during the next war, and a Major ‘In the front trenches’ at
Christmas 1914, recalled that he ‘took part in what was well known at the time as a
truce. We went over in front of the trenches and shook hands with many of our
German enemies. A great number of people (now) think we did something that
was degrading.’
Refusing to presume that, he went on, ‘The fact is that we did it, and I then came
to the conclusion that I have held very firmly ever since, that if we had been left to
ourselves there would never have been another shot fired. For a fortnight the
truce went on. We were on the most friendly terms, and it was only the fact that
we were being controlled by others that made it necessary for us to start trying to
shoot one another again.’
He blamed the resumption of the war on ‘the grip of the political system which
was bad, and I and others who were there at the time determined there and then
never to rest . . . Until we had seen whether we could change it.’ But they could
not. (p. 169–70)
Two soldiers, one British and one German, both experienced the horrors of the
trench warfare in the Great War and both wrote moving accounts which
challenged the idea of the glory of a sacrifice of the individual to the nation in an
unnecessary or unjust war.
The British soldier, Wilfred Owen, wrote a famous poem before he was killed in
the trenches seven days before the Armistice was signed on November 11, 1918.
He tells of the horror of the gas warfare which killed many in the trenches and ends with
the following lines:
If in some smothering dreams you too could pace
Behind the wagon that we flung him in,
And watch the white eyes writhing in his face,
His hanging face, like a devil’s sick of sin;
If you could hear, at every jolt, the blood
Come gargling from the froth-corrupted lungs,
Obscene as cancer, bitter as the cud
Of vile, incurable sores on innocent tongues – My friend, you would not tell with
such high zest
To children ardent for some desperate glory
The old Lie: Dulce et decorum est
Pro patria mori.
(The Latin phrase is translated roughly as It is sweet and honorable to die for one’s
country, a line from the Roman poet Horace used to produce patriotic zeal for ancient
Roman wars.)

The German soldier was Erich M. Remarque who wrote one of the best anti-war
novels of all time, entitled All Quiet On The Western Front, which was later made
into an American movie that won the Academy Awards in 1929 as the Best Movie
of the year.
He also attacked the idea of the nobility of dying for your country in a war and he
describes the suffering in the trenches:
We see men living with their skulls blown open; We see soldiers run with their two
feet cut off; They stagger on their splintered stumps into the next shell-hole; A
lance corporal crawls a mile and half on his hands dragging his smashed knee
after him; Another goes to the dressing station and over his clasped hands bulge
his intestines; We see men without mouths, without jaws, without faces; We find
one man who has held the artery of his arm in his teeth for two hours in order not
to bleed to death.
I would imagine that the Christmas Truce probably inspired the English novelist and
poet, Thomas Hardy, to write a poem about World War I entitled The Man He Killed,
which reads as follows:
Had he and I but met
By some old ancient inn,
We should have sat us down to wet
Right many a nipperkin!
But ranged as infantry,
And staring face to face,
I shot at him as he at me,
And killed him in his place.
I shot him dead because – Because he was my foe,
Just so: my foe of course he was;
That’s clear enough; although
He thought he’d ‘list, perhaps,
Off-hand like – just as I – Was out of work – had sold his traps – No other reason
why.
Yes, quaint and curious war is!
You shoot a fellow down
You’d treat if met where any bar is,
Or help to half-a-crown.
Many leaders of the British Empire saw the new nationalistic Germany (since 1870–71)
as a threat to their world trade, especially with Germany’s new navy.
The idea that economics played a major role in bringing on the war was confirmed
by President Woodrow Wilson after the war in a speech wherein he gave his
assessment of the real cause of the war. He was campaigning in St. Louis, Missouri

in September of 1919 trying to get the U.S. Senate to approve the Versailles Treaty and
he stated:
Why, my fellow-citizens, is there (anyone) here who does not know that the seed
of war in the modern world is industrial and commercial rivalry?. . . This war, in its
inception, was a commercial and industrial war. It was not a political war.
Weintraub alludes to a play by William Douglas Home entitled A Christmas Truce
wherein he has characters representing British and German soldiers who just finished a
soccer game in No Man’s Land on Christmas day and engaged in a conversation which
very well could represent the feelings of the soldiers on that day.
The German lieutenant concedes the impossibility of the war ending as the soccer
game had just done, with no bad consequences – Because the Kaiser and the
generals and the politicians in my country order us that we fight.
So do ours, agrees Andrew Wilson (the British soldier)
Then what can we do?
The answer’s ‘nothing.’ But if we do nothing . . . . like we’re dong now, and go on
doing it, there’ll be nothing they can do but send us home.
Or shoot us. (p. 110)
The Great War killed over ten million soldiers and Weintraub states, Following the final
Armistice came an imposed peace in 1919 that created new instabilities ensuring
another war, (p. 174). This next war killed more than fifty million people, over half of
which were civilians. Weintruab writes:
To many, the end of the war and the failure of the peace would validate the
Christmas cease-fire as the only meaningful episode in the apocalypse.
It belied the bellicose slogans and suggested that the men fighting and often
dying were, as usual, proxies for governments and issues that had little to do with
their everyday lives. A candle lit in the darkness of Flanders, the truce flickered
briefly and survives only in memoirs, letters, song, drama and story. (p. xvi).
He concludes his remarkable book with the following:
A celebration of the human spirit, the Christmas Truce remains a moving
manifestation of the absurdities of war. A very minor Scottish poet of Great War
vintage, Frederick Niven, may have got it right in his ‘A Carol from Flanders,’
which closed,
O ye who read this truthful rime
From Flanders, kneel and say:
God speed the time when every day
Shall be as Christmas Day. (p. 175)

MORE:

British And German Soldiers Arm-In-Arm

The Illustrated London News of January 9, 1915 [Thanks to June VI, who sent this in.]
BRITISH AND GERMAN SOLDIERS ARM-IN-ARM AND EXCHANGING HEADGEAR: A
CHRISTMAS TRUCE BETWEEN OPPOSING TRENCHES.
DRAWN BY A. C. MICHAEL
SAXONS AND ANGLO-SAXONS FRATERNISING ON THE FIELD OF BATTLE AT
THE SEASON OF PEACE AND GOODWILL: OFFICERS AND MEN FROM THE
GERMAN AND BRITISH TRENCHES MEET AND GREET ONE ANOTHER - A
GERMAN OFFICER PHOTOGRAPHING A GROUP OF FOES AND FRIENDS.
The spirit of Christmas made itself felt in at least one section of the trenches at the front,
where British and German soldiers fraternised, and for a brief while, during an informal
and spontaneous truce, there was peace on earth and goodwill towards men among
those who a few hours before had been seeking each other’s blood, and where bound to
do so again after the truce was over.
The part of the British lines where these incongruous scenes occurred, was, it is said, at
a point where the enemy’s trenches, only about eighty yards away, were occupied by a
Saxon regiment. Further along the line, where Prussian troops were said to be stationed,
there was a certain amount of fighting.
It was apparently towards the British left that the friendly truce was observed, while
officers and men from both sides left their trenches and met in No Man’s Land between,
where, as a rule, no man dares to show so much as the top of his head.

British and Germans met and shook hands, exchanged cigars and cigarettes,
newspapers and addresses, and wished each other the compliments of the season,
conversing as far as possible with the aid, as interpreter, of a German soldier who had
lived in America.
A group of British and German soldiers, arm-in-arm, some of whom had exchanged
head-gear, were photographed by a German officer.
The figure on the extreme left in our drawing, for instance, is a German soldier in a
British service-cap, while the fourth figure from the left is a British soldier in his goat-skin
coat wearing a Pickelhaube, or German helmet.
Some of the British, it is said visited the German trenches and an Anglo-German football
match was even played. The dead who lay in front of the trenches were buried, and a
party of German brought back the body of a British officer.- [Drawing Copyrighted in
United States and Canada.]

German and Russian soldiers fraternise on the Eastern Front
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AFGHANISTAN WAR REPORTS

Afghanistan Theater
“US Foreign Fighters Suffered 19
Combat Casualties In The Week Ending
Dec 19 Raising The Total To 36,513”
Dec 19, 2012 michaelmunk.com [Excerpts]
AFGHANISTAN THEATER: US foreign fighters suffered 19 combat casualties in
the week ending Dec 19 raising the total to 36,513.
This includes 19,867 (3 pending) dead and wounded from what the Pentagon
classifies as "hostile" causes and 16,646 dead or medically evacuated (as of May
7!) from what it calls "non-hostile" causes.
US media divert attention from the actual cost in American life and limb by reporting
regularly only the total killed (6,650: 4,488 in Iraq, 2,162 in Afghanistan) but rarely
mentioning those wounded in action (50,374: 32,220 in Iraq; 18,154 in Afghanistan).
They ignore the 58,950 (42,751 in Iraq, 16,199 in AfPak (as of May 7!) military casualties
injured and ill seriously enough to be medevac’d out of theater, even though the 6,635
total dead include 1,407 (961 in Iraq, 446 in Afghanistan) who died from those same
"non hostile" causes, including 314 suicides (as of May 7) and at least 18 in Iraq from
faulty KBR electrical work.

POLITICIANS REFUSE TO HALT THE
BLOODSHED
THE TROOPS HAVE THE POWER TO STOP THE
WAR

Search Under Way For Missing Georgian
Soldier In Afghanistan
December 21 By Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — A search is under way in southern Afghanistan for a foreign
soldier, believed to be the first to have gone missing since a U.S. Army sergeant was
captured by the Taliban more than three years ago, a military spokesman said Friday.
U.S. Army Maj. Martyn Crighton said the soldier was among the 1,560 troops from the
republic of Georgia serving in the country.
A statement from Georgia’s Defense Ministry on Thursday said an intense “search and
rescue” operation was being mounted in Helmand and Nimroz provinces, describing the
soldier as a military officer who went missing on Wednesday.
Eighteen Georgian soldiers have been killed since the country joined the international
military operations in Afghanistan in August 2009. Georgia is not a member of NATO
but has significant presence in Afghanistan relative to its population of 4.5 million.

Resistance Action

[Graphic: flickr.com/photos]

December 20 By Associated Press
A powerful roadside bomb killed five civilians and two police officers Thursday in the
western province of Nimroz, governor Mohammad Sarwar Subat told The Associated
Press.
he blast, he said, occurred near a police checkpoint as a vehicle carrying the civilians
headed for a session in the provincial capital, Zaranuj.

MILITARY NEWS

Troops And Veterans Warmed Of Fatal
Skin Reaction From Hepatitis C Drug
Dec 20, 2012 By Patricia Kime - Staff writer; Army Times

The Food and Drug Administration is warning patients receiving treatment for hepatitis C
with a triple drug regimen using Incevik, or telepriver, to be aware of a potentially
dangerous, even fatal skin reaction.
The FDA on Wednesday announced it has altered Incevik’s label to include stronger
warnings after some patients died from complications after developing a serious rash
while taking Incevik along with two other medications for hepatitis C.
More than 2,700 active duty service members were diagnosed with chronic
hepatitis C between 2000 and 2010, according to Pentagon data.
The Veterans Health Administration system has 170,000 patients with chronic
hepatitis C, and more than 4,800 VA patients are receiving some kind of
combination drug therapy for Hepatitis C.
Officials urge anyone who takes Incevik and develops a rash that doesn’t improve or
gets worse after two to three days, or who develops a fever, nausea, inflamed eyes,
mouth sores or facial swelling, to seek immediate care.
According to an FDA release, at least two people worldwide have died from
complications of the severe skin reactions, and since May 2011, the FDA has
received 112 reports of dangerous skin conditions on Incevik treatment.
Incevik and another medication, Victrelis, were introduced in 2011 to treat hepatitis C, a
previously difficult-to-cure infectious disease, in combination with other drugs.
Incevik is manufactured by Vertex Pharmaceuticals; Victrelis is made by Merck. Both
regimens cost upward of $70,000 for treatment, which takes about a year and has a 75
percent cure rate.

FORWARD OBSERVATIONS

“At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed. Oh had
I the ability, and could reach the nation’s ear, I would, pour out a fiery stream of
biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke.
“For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder.
“We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake.”
“The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom they
oppose.”
Frederick Douglass, 1852

The Social-Democrats ideal should not be the trade union secretary, but the
tribune of the people who is able to react to every manifestation of tyranny and
oppression no matter where it appears no matter what stratum or class of the
people it affects; who is able to generalize all these manifestations and produce a
single picture of police violence and capitalist exploitation; who is able to take
advantage of every event, however small, in order to set forth before all his
socialist convictions and his democratic demands, in order to clarify for all and
everyone the world-historic significance of the struggle for the emancipation of
the proletariat.”
-- V. I. Lenin; What Is To Be Done

Bill O’Reilly Wounded In Latest Salvo Of
War On Christmas

20 December 2012 by Paul, The Duffle Blog
NEW YORK, NY – Famed television personality Bill O’Reilly is in critical condition today
at a New York City hospital after being wounded by gunfire in the latest battle of the War
on Christmas.
O’Reilly, a political commentator of Fox News’ “The O’Reilly Factor”, also serves as
Commanding General of the Christian Philosophy Brigade, which has been fighting the
dark forces of the Secular Empire since 1997.
“The secularists have fought us in many battles,” O’Reilly said in one segment where he
highlighted key engagements. “At every turn, we have been able to maintain our
perimeter and ensure the safety of Christmas for every Christian, Jew, Muslim, and
Buddhist who celebrates it.”
O’Reilly was allegedly shot by atheist machine-gun fire as he walked out of Fox studios.
Although critically injured, O’Reilly, who is no stranger to combat, fired back at the
hordes of secularists and anti-religious bigots with his Uzi 9mm. The Secular Empire
fighters quickly disbursed and rushed to a nearby church, where they kicked over a
nativity scene and exclaimed their love for Satan.
“Not only did they shoot at me,” O’Reilly later remarked, “but the bastards said Happy
Holidays as they were fleeing. That was the real slap in the face.”
This latest gunfight is just another in a long history of battles. On Dec. 22, 2007, a
cashier at a Kentucky Wal-Mart gave a customer back his change and said “Have a nice
day” in lieu of “Merry Christmas”, causing the man to later suffer debilitating posttraumatic stress.
Another incident occurred in 2009 outside a Home Depot in Florida, where customers
were forced to buy items the store called “Christmas trees”, rather than the preferred
“Celebration of The Birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ Trees,” which O’Reilly has
demanded.
Although doctors have said O’Reilly is in critical condition, they have expressed high
hopes for his recovery.
“We’re very confident that Bill will recover and be able to fight on for another day,” said
Dr. Robert Kleiner.
“He’s been in and out of consciousness, but when he’s been awake, he’s been saying
that he’s hopeful about getting Feliz Navidad banned from the radio, due to the singer
replacing Merry Christmas with ‘a Marxist-Spanish phrase’.”
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ANNIVERSARIES

December 23, 1961:
Hideous Anniversary:
The First KIA In A Previous Deadly
Stupid Imperial Disaster

December 23, 1961
Carl Bunin Peace History December 20-26
James Davis of Livingston, Tennessee, was killed by the Viet Cong, the insurgents in
South Vietnam, and became the first of some 58,000 U.S. soldiers killed during the
Vietnam War.
Lyndon Johnson later referred to him as “the first American to fall in defense of our
freedom in Vietnam.”
Over two million Vietnamese would die before the end of the war.

Copies Of Military Resistance Newsletter
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If you have some good use in mind for a package of Military Resistance &
Traveling Soldier newsletters, email CONTACT@MILITARYPROJECT.ORG with a
mailing address, an indication of how many you need, and how they will be used.

OCCUPATION PALESTINE

[To check out what life is like under a murderous military occupation commanded
by foreign terrorists, go to: www.rafahtoday.org The occupied nation is Palestine.
The foreign terrorists call themselves “Israeli.”]

DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK

“For All The Talk Of U.S. Oil
Firms Benefiting From The Iraq
Invasion, The Americans Have
Been Almost Completely Frozen
Out”

“Concessions Have Gone To
Chinese And Other Firms”
“The United States Has Watched Its
Influence In Iraq Dwindle”
“What The U.S. May Have To Accept Is
That There May Now Be Little It Can Now
Do To Shape Events”
Dec 20, 2012 By Barry Malone and Peter Apps, Reuters [Excerpts]
When a group of Americans and their heavily armed guards arrived at the Turkish
embassy for a party in September, Iraqi police outside blocked their path.
Unless they surrendered the weapons held by their security detail in accordance
with embassy policy, the Iraqis said, the delegation of U.S. diplomats would not be
allowed in.
What exactly happened next, two sources who were guests at the event say, is not
entirely clear. At least one shot was fired, likely a warning shot by the Iraqi police.
The Americans got back into their vehicles and disappeared into the night.
After all of the violence and bombing of the last decade, the confrontation went barely
noticed. But it points to the way the United States has watched its influence in Iraq
dwindle.
A year after U.S. troops withdrew from Iraq, American officials and their vehicles have all
but disappeared from the streets of Baghdad.
When U.S. officials emerge from their fortresslike embassy compound, they are clearly
no longer the de facto rulers of the country they once were.
Many keep themselves to themselves, preferring to fly over Baghdad rather than drive
through it and increasingly avoiding contact with the government of Nouri-al Maliki.
One U.S. official told Reuters he had not left the compound in almost 3 years except to
return to the United States for leave.
"Americans?" said one Iraqi official asked about U.S.-Iraqi cooperation. "I’d like to see
some."
In Washington and other Western capitals, there are mounting worries a failure to
negotiate a permanent U.S. military presence may leave them sidelined for good.

To make matters worse, they worry Maliki’s majority Shi’ite government is quietly moving
ever closer to Washington’s premier regional foe Tehran.
Reports Tehran was using Iraqi airspace - and perhaps even airports and trucking routes
- to supply weapons to ally Bashar al-Assad in his battle to retain control of Syria have
only deepened that perception.
The sprawling U.S. embassy - the largest in the world, almost the size of Vatican
City and which cost some $750 million to build - was supposed to be a sign of an
enduring presence.
Instead, it has become a sign of how greatly Washington overestimated its postwar clout.
"The Western governments have certainly lost weight," said one Arab diplomat based in
Baghdad.
"There are no troops. Their war here is gone. The only reason they remain here is
because they want to do business and they want oil contracts. But, even there, the
special treatment is gone."
For all the talk of U.S. oil firms benefiting from the Iraq invasion, the Americans have
been almost completely frozen out.
Instead, concessions have gone to Chinese and other firms - although Exxon in
particular continues to step up its operations in the Kurdish dominated north.
What the U.S. may have to accept, however, is that there may now be little it can now do
to shape events.
"We never had as much influence in Iraq as either our friends believed or our
adversaries charged," said David Mack, another veteran former State Department official
with did two stints as a diplomat in Iraq.
"Some Americans were guilty of imperial hubris... In reality, Iraq was never ours to lose."
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contact@militaryproject.org: Name, I.D., withheld unless you
request publication. Same address to unsubscribe.

Twisted Freak Cops Search The
Anuses And Vaginas Of Women
In Full View Of Other Passing
Cars:
“The Body Cavity Searches
Turned Up Nothing”
“The Women Were Then Given A
Ticket For Littering”
When The Women Filed A Complaint
“They Were Told That They Would Be
Charged With Lying If They Filed An
Affidavit”
[Thanks to Sandy Kelson, Vietnam Veteran & United Auto Workers GM Retiree, who
sent this in. He writes: “Unbelievable - Outrageous!”]
December 18, 2012 By David Edwards, Information Clearing House [Excerpt]
A federal lawsuit filed by two Irving women claims that Texas State Troopers
humiliated them by performing illegal cavity searches on the side of the road after
a cigarette butt was thrown out of their car window.
State Trooper David Farrell called in a female trooper to perform cavity searches of
Angel Dobbs, 38, and her 24-year-old niece, Ashley Dobbs, because he said that he
smelled marijuana and the women were “acting weird,” attorney Scott Palmer told KTVT
on Tuesday.
Angel Dobbs recalled that the female trooper, Kelley Helleson, asked for her permission
to perform the search and then told her to “shut up and just listen.”
Dashcam video shows Helleson searching the anuses and vaginas of both women
with the same latex gloves in full view of other passing cars.
“At this point, I’m in clear shock. I can’t even believe this is happening,” Angel Dobbs
explained. Turns me around goes down into the front of my pants into my inner thigh and

at which point she goes up with two fingers. I just look at her and say ‘oh my God, I’ve
just been violated.’”
And then the trooper performed the same procedure on Ashley Dobbs without changing
her gloves.
“She went down, then turned me around, and went down my front and then she actually
dug,” Ashley Dobbs said. “I didn’t know what I could say, what I could do. I felt
hopeless.”
After the body cavity searches turned up nothing, Angel Dobbs was given a
sobriety test, which she passed. The women were then given a ticket for littering
and allowed to leave.
“It’s because someone’s a daily smoker in that car, you can attribute it to that,” the
trooper can be heard telling Angel Dobbs in the dashcam video.
“I was molested, I was violated. I was humiliated,” Angel Dobbs insisted to
reporters, adding that the trooper also took a bottle of Vicodin that had been
legally prescribed to her.
When the women filed a complaint with the Texas Department of Public Safety,
they said they were told that they would be charged with lying if they filed an
affidavit.
For its part, the Texas Department of Public Safety claimed it had “conducted an inquiry
surrounding the events” and then provided the findings to the Dallas County DA’s office.

CLASS WAR REPORTS

Syria’s Interior Minister Suffered
Serious Back Injury In Bombing Of
His Ministry Last Week:
“At The Time, State-Run Syrian TV Said
He Wasn’t Hurt”
December 19, 2012 Associated Press

BEIRUT—Syria’s interior minister suffered a serious back injury in the bombing of his
ministry last week and was brought to Beirut on Wednesday for treatment, Lebanese
security officials said.
It was the first confirmation that Interior Minister Mohammed al-Shaar was wounded in
the Dec. 12 bombing in the capital Damascus that killed several people and wounded
more than 20. At the time, state-run Syrian TV said he wasn’t hurt.

Vietnam GI: Reprints Available

Edited by Vietnam Veteran Jeff Sharlet from 1968 until his death, this newspaper
rocked the world, attracting attention even from Time Magazine, and extremely
hostile attention from the chain of command.
The pages and pages of letters in the paper from troops in Vietnam condemning
the war are lost to history, but you can find them here.
Military Resistance has copied complete sets of Vietnam GI. The originals were a
bit rough, but every page is there. Over 100 pages, full 11x17 size.
Free on request to active duty members of the armed forces.
Cost for others: $15 if picked up in New York City. For mailing inside USA add $5
for bubble bag and postage. For outside USA, include extra for mailing 2.5
pounds to wherever you are.
Checks, money orders payable to: The Military Project
Orders to:
Military Resistance
Box 126
2576 Broadway
New York, N.Y.
10025-5657
All proceeds are used for projects giving aid and comfort to members of the
armed forces organizing to resist today’s Imperial wars.

Military Resistance Looks Even Better Printed Out
Military Resistance/GI Special are archived at website
http://www.militaryproject.org . The following have chosen to post issues; there
may be others: http://williambowles.info/military-resistance-archives/;
news@uruknet.info; http://www.scribd.com/
Military Resistance distributes and posts to our website copyrighted material the use of which has not always been
specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are making such material available in an effort to advance
understanding of the invasion and occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan. We believe this constitutes a “fair use” of any
such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law since it is being distributed without
charge or profit for educational purposes to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included
information for educational purposes, in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107. Military Resistance has no
affiliation whatsoever with the originator of these articles nor is Military Resistance endorsed or sponsored by
the originators. This attributed work is provided a non-profit basis to facilitate understanding, research,
education, and the advancement of human rights and social justice. Go to: law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml for
more information. If you wish to use copyrighted material from this site for purposes of your own that go beyond ‘fair use’,
you must obtain permission from the copyright owner.

If printed out, a copy of this newsletter is your personal property and cannot
legally be confiscated from you. “Possession of unauthorized material may not
be prohibited.” DoD Directive 1325.6 Section 3.5.1.2.

