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Obama Regime Suddenly Steps 
Up U.S. War In Afghanistan As 

Collaborator Government Hit By 
Insurgent Spring Offensive: 
Taliban Wins Force U.S. Units 
Back Into Expanded Air And 

Ground War; 
“They Are Putting Guys On The 
Ground In Places To Justify The 

Airstrikes” 
“It’s Not Force Protection When They 

Are Going On The Offensive” 
 

On Sunday, a spokesman at the National Security Council issued a statement that 
appeared to broaden the circumstances, saying that American forces may provide 
combat support to Afghan troops “in limited circumstances to prevent detrimental 
strategic effects to these Afghan security forces.” 

 
APRIL 29, 2015 By AZAM AHMED and JOSEPH GOLDSTEIN, New York Times 
[Excerpts] 
 
KABUL, Afghanistan — Months after President Obama formally declared that the 
United States’ long war against the Taliban was over in Afghanistan, the American 
military is regularly conducting airstrikes against low-level insurgent forces and 
sending Special Operations troops directly into harm’s way under the guise of 
“training and advising.” 
 
In justifying the continued presence of the American forces in Afghanistan, 
administration officials have insisted that the troopsô role is relegated to counterterrorism, 
defined as tracking down the remnants of Al Qaeda and other global terrorist groups, 
and training and advising the Afghan security forces who have assumed the bulk of the 
fight. 
 



In public, officials have emphasized that the Taliban are not being targeted unless it is 
for ñforce protectionò ð where the insurgents were immediately threatening American 
forces. 
 
But interviews with American and Western officials in Kabul and Washington offer 
a picture of a more aggressive range of military operations against the Taliban in 
recent months, as the insurgents have continued to make gains against struggling 
government forces. 
 
Rather than ending the American war in Afghanistan, the military is using its wide 
latitude to instead transform it into a continuing campaign of airstrikes ð mostly drone 
missions ð and Special Operations raids that have in practice stretched or broken the 
parameters publicly described by the White House. 
 
Western and military officials said that American and NATO forces conducted 52 
airstrikes in March, months after the official end of the combat mission. Many of these air 
assaults, which totaled 128 in the first three months of this year, targeted low- to 
midlevel Taliban commanders in the most remote reaches of Afghanistan. 
 
As early as January, when officials in Washington were hailing the end of the combat 
mission, about 40 American Special Operations troops were deployed to Kunar Province 
to advise Afghan forces that were engaged with the Taliban over a handful of villages 
along the border with Pakistan. 
 
With the troops on the ground, the command for the American-led coalition called 
in airstrikes under the authority of force protection, according to two Western 
military officials, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because the details of 
the operation were not public. 
 
“They are putting guys on the ground in places to justify the airstrikes,” one of the 
officials said.  “It’s not force protection when they are going on the offensive.” 
 
Commenting on the continuing military operations against the Taliban, the top American 
commander in Afghanistan, Gen. John F. Campbell, vehemently denied accusations that 
he was putting troops into harmôs way just to enable more airstrikes. 
 
He has insisted that it is within his purview to target Taliban insurgents who pose a 
threat not just to American or NATO troops but to any Afghan security forces. And his 
options on the ground were clear, he said in an interview, even if Washingtonôs public 
description of them was not. 
 
ñWashington is going to have to say what they say politically for many different 
audiences, and I have no issue with that,ò General Campbell said. ñI understand my 
authorities and what I have to do with Afghanistanôs forces and my forces. And if that 
doesnôt sell good for a media piece then, again, I canôt worry about it.ò 
 
He added: ñCombat and war and transition, as you know, itôs a very complex thing.  For 
me, itôs not black and white.ò 
 
The operations are continuing during a troubling stretch for the Afghan security 
forces, as the Taliban are continuing to make gains. 



 
Members of the nationôs military and police forces were killed by the insurgents at a high 
rate last year. 
 
And in the first three months of this year, things already appeared worse: The 
casualty rate rose 54 percent over the same period last year, according to one 
Western and one Afghan official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity 
because the figures were not public. 
 
In that environment, American military officials have been reluctant to let go of the war, 
arguing that their involvement remains necessary given the Taliban threat and changing 
regional factors. 
 
But in March, when Mr. Obama and President Ashraf Ghani of Afghanistan publicly 
announced that they had agreed to slow the withdrawal of American troops, 
administration officials emphasized that counterterrorism and training were still the 
focus, not everyday combat missions against the Taliban. 
 
The idea of the extended timeline was to bolster the ability of Afghans to fight, officials 
said, not to directly fight on their behalf. 
 
Now, though, the distance seems to be widening between the administration’s 
public statements and what the military appears to be doing, whether at the 
behest of the White House or on its own, officials here said. 
 
ñWhat Iôm thankful for is that I have the authority and flexibility to make those very tough 
decisions,ò General Campbell said. ñThey could have said, óEvery time you hit a target, 
you have to get approval.ô ñ 
 
Beyond any discrepancy over mission descriptions, American airstrikes in Afghanistan 
have a fraught history. 
 
A high number of civilian casualties in such strikes created increasing tensions with 
Afghan officials and the public, and in recent years those missions had been sharply 
restrained to cut the risk. 
 
Even though American officials argue that drone strikes are controlled and precise, in 
truth they have been far from trouble free ð a fact highlighted last week when news 
surfaced that an American drone strike had accidentally killed American and Italian 
hostages of Al Qaeda in Pakistan. 
 
Still, General Campbell has found strong support from Mr. Ghani, who became the 
president in September. Many officials characterize their relationship as a strikingly close 
partnership: General Campbell visits the president nearly every day ð more than any 
other Western official in the country ð and the commanderôs staff has been tasked with 
not only helping to write policy for the Afghan forces but also helping direct overall 
strategy, at a time when the war is meant to be entirely in the hands of the Afghans. 
 
Mr. Ghani, who has yet to name a minister of defense, has in many ways outsourced 
much of the running of the war to General Campbell. 
 



Some Western officials have privately expressed discomfort with the American role and 
questioned how prolonging the American strategy in Afghanistan would be more 
effective this year than it was in the past 13. 
 
“I’m not surprised they are continuing in this way,” said one Western diplomat 
living in Kabul. “What’s surprising is how much of it they’re doing.” 
 
Many of the strikes described by officials had no discernible basis for force 
protection or terrorist hunting. 
 
One included an attack in Kunar Province that wounded two miners; another in Ghazni 
killed several ñcommon Taliban fighters,ò and, at most, one Taliban commander, 
according to the head of the provincial peace council. 
 
In February, a disaffected ex-Taliban leader was killed in a drone strike in remote 
Helmand Province.  Though the commander, Mullah Abdul Rauf Khadim, had pledged 
allegiance to the Islamic State, there was no evidence he had been staging or even 
planning significant operations. 
 
When asked to justify the strike, the American military did not say it was for 
counterterrorism purposes but rather described it as force protection — despite 
there having been no American forces stationed in the area for years. 
 
When asked about that decision, General Campbell responded with a question of his 
own: ñDo you know what was in his mind?ò he said of Mullah Khadim. 
 
The military has said that it is authorized to send out Special Forces trainers at the 
ground level, but that they are not to advance on the target with their Afghan 
counterparts. In hostile areas, however, those restrictions do not often mean very 
much. 
 
This month, for example, an American Special Forces soldier was shot in the chest while 
advising Afghan commandos conducting an operation against the Taliban in restive 
Logar Province, according to the two Western military officials. The bullet struck the 
soldierôs body armor and he survived, the officials said. 
 
But when confronted with reports of a re-expanded American combat role in 
Afghanistan, Obama administration officials have vehemently rejected the claims. 
 
One such case came in November when Josh Earnest, the White House press 
secretary, sought to discredit an article by The New York Times reporting that Mr. 
Obama had quietly approved an expanded combat authorization for American forces in 
Afghanistan in 2015. 
 
ñThe U.S. military will not be engaged in specific operations targeting members of the 
Taliban just because theyôre members of the Taliban,ò Mr. Earnest said at the time. He 
laid out only two circumstances warranting continued combat operations: protection of 
American soldiers still stationed in Afghanistan and the counterterrorism mission against 
Al Qaeda and similar groups. 
 



On Sunday, however, a spokesman at the National Security Council issued a 
statement that appeared to broaden the circumstances, saying that American 
forces may provide combat support to Afghan troops “in limited circumstances to 
prevent detrimental strategic effects to these Afghan security forces.” 
 

 
 

AFGHANISTAN WAR REPORTS 
 
 

Four Romanian Soldiers Wounded In 
Kandahar Province 

 
30 Apr 15 by Marian Chiriac, Bucharest; Balkan Insight 
 
The Romanian defence ministry said on Thursday that a vehicle carrying explosives 
crashed head-on into the military vehicle in which four Romanian soldiers were on a 
patrol some eight kilometers south of the military base in Kandahar, near insurgentsô 
hideouts. 
 
The four were given first aid and later transported to a hospital. They are in a stable 
condition. 
 
 

POLITICIANS REFUSE TO HALT THE 
BLOODSHED 

 

THE TROOPS HAVE THE POWER TO STOP THE 
WAR 

 
 

Afghan Forces Failing To Push Taliban 
Back From Besieged Kunduz 

 
April 30, 2015 By RFE/RL's Radio Free Afghanistan 
 
afghan security forces continued to battle Taliban in the northern city of Kunduz on April 
30 in a bid to push them outside of the city limits. 
 
But after one week of fighting against a Taliban spring offensive in Kunduz Province, 
government forces were having difficulties pushing militants out of the Gul Tepe district 
on the northwestern side of the provincial capital. 
 



Meanwhile, up to 2,000 Taliban fighters continued to hold territory in four other 
parts of Kunduz Province, giving them positions from which to besiege Kunduz 
city -- including positions to the south of the city where the strategic Kunduz 
Airport is located. 
 
The governor of Kunduz Province, Mohammad Omar Safi, vowed on April 30 that the 
provincial capital would not fall to the Taliban. 
 

 

Resistance Action: 
National Security Official Assassinated 

In Kandahar 
 
May 1, 2015 Bakhtar News 
 
Kandahar:  A national security official was assassinated by unknown gunmen yesterday. 
 
The incident occurred in Kandahar city. 
 
Samim Khpelwak acting governor spokesman of Kandahar said to BNA, in the incident a 
national security official lost his life. 
 
According to him, the attackers after the incident fled the site, and investigations have 
been started to identity and arrest the culprits of the incident. 
 
So far, no individual or group has committed responsibility of the incident. 
 

********************************************************************* 
 
Apr 28 2015 By Mirwais Adeel, Khaama Press 
 
A magnetic bomb planted in a vehicle of the Afghan National Police (ANP) went off 
in capital Kabul on Tuesday afternoon. 
 
The incident took place in Dar-ul-Aman area in the vicinity of 3rd police district located in 
the western part of Kabul city. 
 
There are no reports regarding the possible casualties as the result of the incident. 
 
However, a source in the 3rd police district said at least one person was injured after the 
magnetic bomb went off in the police vehicle. 
 

 
 

SOMALIA WAR REPORTS 
 



 

“We Killed The Lawmaker, The Two 
City Officials And The Prison 

Colonel” 
“We Shall Continue Killing Them” 

 
Apr 26, 2015 By Abdi Sheikh and Feisal Omar, Reuters. 
 
MOGADISHU 
 
Somalia's al Shabaab militants killed two city council officials, a former parliamentarian 
and a senior prison officer in Mogadishu, police and the rebel group said on Sunday. 
 
The group has stepped up its gun and bomb attacks in the Horn of Africa nation over the 
past week.  Six people were killed in an attack on a vehicle carrying U.N. staff in the 
semi-autonomous Puntland region on Monday, and a bomber killed 10 in a restaurant in 
Mogadishu on Tuesday.  Al Shabaab claimed responsibility for all the killings and vowed 
to carry out more attacks. 
 
ñWe killed the lawmaker, the two city officials and the prison colonel on Saturday and 
Sunday. We shall continue killing them,ò Sheikh Abdiasis Abu Musab, al Shabaab's 
military operations spokesman, told Reuters. 
 

 
 

MILITARY NEWS 
 
 

 
[Thanks to SSG N (retôd) who sent this.  She writes: ñMoney talks The rest of us walk.ò] 



 

 

Iraqi Forces Lose Baiji Refinery 
To Insurgent Offensive: 
50 Police Trapped Inside: 
“We Have Very Little Food And 

Ammunition” “All Of Us Now Are 
Thinking Of Committing Suicide” 
Government Forces “Hampered By 

Inconsistent Supply Lines And 
Incoherent Strategic Planning” 

 
April 30th, 2015 By Staff of Iraq Oil Report.  Iraqi reporters in Baghdad and Mosul are 
anonymous for their security. Jamal Naji reported from Baghdad. Kamaran al-Najar 
reported from Kirkuk.  Ben Lando and Ben Van Heuvelen contributed from the United 
States. 
 

**************************************************************************** 
 
BAGHDAD - Fighters from the so-called Islamic State (IS) group have made their 
largest incursion yet into the Baiji refinery, seizing most of the compound from 
pro-government security forces who have been hampered by inconsistent supply 
lines and incoherent strategic planning. 
 
Several security officials based in Salahaddin province – including one soldier 
from the 5th Brigade of the federal police who was reached by phone inside the 
refinery – said hundreds of fighters from the IS group (which is often referred to 
as “Daesh” in Arabic) have intensified their attacks over the past two days, using 
several car and truck bombs, suicide attackers, rockets, and heavy artillery. 
 
“We have very little food and ammunition, and we can't withstand the suicide 
bombers, snipers and rockets,” said the federal police officer, who was trapped 
inside the refinery along with about 50 other police as of Thursday evening. 
 
“All of us now are thinking of committing suicide.” 
 
In addition to that federal police team, about 200 pro-government soldiers still hold the 
southwestern gate of the refinery, according to the federal police officer and a western 
official briefed on the situation. 
 



The rest of the 36-square-kilometer compound appears to have fallen under the 
control of IS fighters. 
 
ñOver the last couple of days, things have been out of control at the Baiji refinery, and in 
the town of Baiji,ò which is just south of the refinery, said a senior Energy Police official. 
ñThe situation is very difficult and there are no clear plans about what to do.ò 
 
He said that, as of Wednesday, 80 percent of the refinery was held by the IS group. 
 
A second senior Energy Police official said that pro-government forces had lost 
control of the whole interior of the compound and were only able to contest 
positions along the perimeter. 
 
The Baiji refinery is Iraq's largest, with a nameplate capacity of 310,000 barrels per day 
(bpd).  It has been offline since June 2014, when the IS group launched a massive 
offensive throughout northern Iraq. 
 
IS fighters have penetrated the perimeter many times since then, but Iraqi soldiers and 
al-Hashid al-Shabi (Public Mobilization) militiamen have managed to repel their past 
attacks. 
 
In December 2014, pro-government forces made progress securing the broader area, 
but those gains have now been reversed. 
 
On April 11, the IS group launched its most determined campaign yet to take the facility. 
 
Pro-government forces rebounded from a four-day offensive after reinforcements 
arrived, but IS fighters continued hit-and-run attacks along the perimeter; in the 
past two days, they have moved swiftly through the refinery complex. 
 
Leaders of the Energy Police, Federal Police, Salahaddin Operations Command and the 
al-Hashid al-Shabi have been holding meetings to develop a strategy to respond to the 
latest IS surge into Baiji, but they have not been able to coordinate effectively, the two 
Energy Police officials said. 
 
“The senior officers… have had so many meetings during the last few days, but 
with no result on the ground,” the Energy Police official said. 
 
Military leaders in Baghdad are either unaware of the dire setbacks in Baiji or have 
been unwilling to acknowledge them publicly. 
 
ñThe Baiji refinery and most of its vital facilities are still under the control of the Iraqi 
security forces, except for some pockets of IS inside the refinery, who are under siege 
from Iraqi security forces,ò said Sabah Nouri, a spokesman for the counter-terrorism 
forces, speaking on Thursday. 
 
Pro-government forces have struggled to repel the attacks of IS militants partly 
because they do not control the surrounding area. 
 



As a result, they have not had a consistent stream of supplies or ammunition, and 
reinforcements have been slow to arrive because they have to traverse hostile 
territory littered with roadside bombs. 
 
The federal police officer trapped inside the refinery said his team had called for help 
numerous times, but that reinforcements could not reach their position. 
 
“No one has offered us any help so far – no backup force or orders of any type to 
help us,” the officer said. “I have a number of wounded, some of them in very 
serious condition. Shortly before you called me, one of my wounded soldiers… I 
gave him non-potable water, sewer water, because we do not have enough water 
left, and we need to ration it for this prolonged siege.” 
 
IS fighters have set tires and other material on fire, in addition to the refinery 
storage tanks already burning, which has created thick smoke that complicates 
Iraqi and U.S. efforts to conduct air strikes and helps prevent helicopters from 
delivering supplies or reinforcements. 
 
An edited video posted online by the IS group on Wednesday shows IS militants 
shooting anti-aircraft weapons at bombers flying above.  
 
The date and authenticity of the footage could not immediately be verified, but it also 
appears to show IS fighters moving with relative freedom throughout the refinery, 
including crude processing infrastructure, storage areas, and office buildings. 
 
The refinery has suffered significant damage, though the precise extent is unclear. A 
senior Oil Ministry official said that ñfour storage tanks and connecting pipes inside the 
refinery were destroyed by Daesh.ò 
 
The official added that there is little information in the ministry about the status of 
the refinery or the plans to retake it. 
 
A senior official with Iraq's state-run North Oil Company (NOC) said the refinery had 
been damaged extensively in the past week's fighting. 
 
ñThick black smoke is rising from tanks inside the refinery as a result of artillery and 
mortar shelling on parts of the refinery, specifically the fuel tanks,ò the NOC official said. 
ñIraqi forces are unable to put out the fires.ò 
 
A senior Mosul-based member of the IS group told Iraq Oil Report that trucks of 
gasoline, loaded last week from storage tanks in the refinery, had recently arrived 
in Mosul and sold for 1,750 Iraqi dinars per liter.  
 
That is roughly double the price of gasoline in government-controlled areas of 
Iraq, indicating that fuel in IS-held territory has become very scarce – a likely 
impetus behind the group's intensified effort to take the Baiji refinery. 
 
The IS member said the militants plan either to use the refinery by reconnecting 
pipelines leading from the refinery to storage tanks south of Mosul, or to destroy the 
refinery entirely. 
 



ñThere are several attackers wearing explosive belts waiting to launch further attacks,ò 
the IS member said. 
 

 
 

FORWARD OBSERVATIONS 
 
 

 
 
“At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed.  Oh had 
I the ability, and could reach the nation’s ear, I would, pour out a fiery stream of 
biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. 
 
“For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder. 
 
“We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake.” 
 
“The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom they 
oppose.” 

 
Frederick Douglass, 1852 
 
 

A revolution is always distinguished by impoliteness, probably because the ruling 
classes did not take the trouble in good season to teach the people fine manners. 
-- Leon Trotsky, History Of The Russian Revolution 

 
 



The Real Picture 

 
Photo and art by Mike Hastie 

 
From: Mike Hastie 
To: Military Resistance Newsletter 
Subject: The Real Picture 
Date: Apr 28, 2015 
 

Photo and caption from the portfolio of Mike Hastie, US Army Medic, Vietnam 
1970-71.  (For more of his outstanding work, contact at: 
(hastiemike@earthlink.net)  T) 

 

One day while I was in a bunker in Vietnam, a sniper round went over my head.  
The person who fired that weapon was not a terrorist, a rebel, an extremist, or a 
so-called insurgent.  The Vietnamese individual who tried to kill me was a citizen 
of Vietnam, who did not want me in his country.  This truth escapes millions. 
 
Mike Hastie 
U.S. Army Medic 
Vietnam 1970-71 
December 13, 2004 
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“Syriza’s Compromise Won’t 
Beat Austerity” 

“The Ruling Class Has Nothing To 
Fear Except The Next Tide Of 
Working Class Resistance” 
“The Government, Whoever It Is 

Including The Present One, Will Try 
To Suppress It” 

“Antarsya, And Many Among Syriza 
Activists Are Supposedly Willing, But 
Yet Far From Prepared, To Ride That 

Tide” 
 
From: ioannis a. [in Greece] via Marxism  
Subject: Syrizaôs compromise wonôt beat austerity 
Date: Apr 30, 2015 1:05 PM 
 
The EU elite's ñgreek programò is running smoothly despite all those fierce left knights of 
erratic or steady marxists, and this reality is deceiving all excitement about SYRIZA.  
 
Yet it is admittedly much easier for Callinicos [an English socialist] or anyone to just tell 
the wrong way out from the right way out of the horrible working class situation, even if 
one isn't able to conceive materially create the later. 
 
Antarsya [Front of the Greek Anticapitalist Left] has not the answer; it is not able to build 
the way out; otherwise, in acute crisis conditions, it would have been a social majority.  
What it has, is the Greater Common Divisor of a range from Maoists and ex-communists 
to eurocommunists and trotskyists, and a GCD can never be THE ANSWER.  
 
Antarsya, although a big achievement of the Greek far left, is nothing but an immature 
political front. 
 
But after all, 0,65% of the vote is insignificant both for the bad and the good in the 
ñcentral political stageò: Antarsya is not even present in the parliament while Syriza is the 
major partner in the government.  
 



If the austerity program is actually running smoothly and, more important, if it will 
continue like this, then in practice at the end of the day, Syriza will have just carried out 
all dirty job Samaras [Greek capitalist politician] couldn't.  And pointing to that, does not 
necessitate to have at any range THE ANSWER. 
 
The Syriza-AneL government is falling; slowly till now, but is falling. 
 
Whether under Tsipras or under Lenin, what it promises cannot be achieved.  Ending 
austerity inside Eurozone is just impossible.  
 
The activists of SYRIZA are more than deceived. Even the most restrained among them 
are now ready to abandon the holy party's unity rhetoric in favor of an upcoming internal 
fight: ñwe have rested too much and too long on themò said a SYRIZA comrade. 
 
On the other hand EU and IMF are working on SYRIZA. As minister Stratoulis said they 
are blackmailing: ñIs that negotiation tactics?ò he exclaimed.  
 
Of course it isn't; but why expect a negotiation anyway?  
 
They are just pushing around Syriza so that in every setback the gap that has 
been opened up by the dogma “the government is one thing, the party another”; 
between the leadership and the grass root activists is deepening.  
 
Without them, SYRIZA can still hold its electoral support and become an electoral-
machine party like the bourgeois parties, and this will probably be the end of the 
present coalition government.  
 
The multifold scenarios of a national unity government are already spoken out. 
 
Meanwhile, and in absence of any political alternative for the Greek bourgeoisie, 
and as long as the chain of setbacks goes on, the ruling class has nothing to fear 
except the next tide of working class resistance.  
 
Antarsya, and many among Syriza activists are supposedly willing, but yet far 
from prepared, to ride that tide.  
 
In fact they all appeal to that tide as a remedy to their political embarrassment. 
 
Of course, KKE [The Communist Party of Greece] will denounce it as reactionary 
while the government, whoever it is including the present one, will try to suppress 
it. 
 

 

Straws In The Wind 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ao8cGLIMtvg 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ao8cGLIMtvg


CLASS WAR REPORTS 
 

Italian Marchers And Riot Police 
Fight It Out During Anti-Austerity 
Protests In Cities Across Italy At 

Start Of Milan Expo: 
“Left-Wing Protesters, From Anti-

Globalisation And Environmentalist 
Activists To Students And Anti-

Austerity Campaigners, See It As A 
Symbol Of Waste And Corruption” 
“The Elegant Centre Of Milan Was 
Transformed Into A Battle Ground” 

 
Demonstrators fight with riot policemen during a protest march in Milan.  Italians and 
police clashed today during anti-austerity protest marches in cities across Italy.  Picture: 
EPA/SALMOIRAGO PAOLO 
 



 
Matteo Renzi, the Prime Minister of Italy, expresses May Day greetings to the Italian 

working class. 
 
May 1, 2015 By Sara Rossi, Reuters 
 
MILAN 
 
Police fired tear gas at demonstrators on Friday as violent protests marred the start of 
the Milan Expo, a global fair the government had hoped would help to put a new face on 
Italy after years of economic decline. 
 
Thick clouds of smoke from burning cars filled parts of central Milan, where groups of 
protesters, their faces masked against the fumes, threw stones and petrol bombs and 
faced off against lines of police in riot gear. 
 
The confrontation broke out after an opening ceremony at the Expo site where Prime 
Minister Matteo Renzi hailed the start of a six-month-long showpiece of culture and 
technology that focused on the theme of sustainable food production. 
 
The fair mobilised a range of left-wing protesters, from anti-globalisation and 
environmentalist activists to students and anti-austerity campaigners, who see it as a 
symbol of waste and corruption. 
 
Thousands of police had been deployed to counter the threat of violence. 
 
Renzi has been counting on the event to reinforce signs of recovery after years of 
recession that have hit young people especially hard. 
 
“All you experts who kept saying 'We'll never do it' -- this is your answer,” he said 
at the opening. “I like to think that tomorrow begins today.” 
 
Instead, the elegant center of Milan was transformed into a battle ground, with 
sirens and bangs from flash bombs and firecrackers ringing out against the 
shouts of protesters. Eleven police suffered minor injuries. 



 
The main part of the demonstration was halted by police vans blockading the street, but 
breakaway groups of masked demonstrators fought running battles in the rain that left 
streets littered with makeshift barricades and debris. 
 
Police detained a number of demonstrators but there was no immediate official estimate 
of the damage, which included smashed windows and street fittings and burned-out 
cars. 
 
As the violence petered out in the evening, police blocked off the area around La 
Scala opera house, where a performance of Puccini's “Turandot” rounded off the 
opening day ceremonies. 
 
Renzi declined to comment as he entered La Scala in evening dress for the opera. 
 
The event had already been hit by a corruption investigation that saw several 
officials arrested and by cost overruns and construction hold-ups.  Large parts of 
the site were not ready for opening day. 
 
Pope Francis, who spoke via a televised link-up to the opening ceremony, referred to the 
irony of a global spectacle dependent on corporate sponsorship deals being devoted to 
sustainable development and feeding the poor. 
 
ñIn certain ways, the Expo itself is part of this paradox of abundance, it obeys the culture 
of waste and does not contribute to a model of equitable and sustainable development,ò 
he said. 
 
The real protagonists of the event should be “the faces of the men and women 
who are hungry, who fall ill and even die because of an insufficient or harmful 
diet,” he said. 
 
Cultural events, futuristic architecture, a ñsupermarket of the futureò and dozens of 
restaurants fill the site, which required more than 1 million square metres (250 acres) of 
farmland on the outskirts of Milan to be concreted over. 
 
In all, more than 140 countries are taking part. China, an increasing presence in Italy 
after a string of high-profile business acquisitions, is particularly well represented. 
 
 

YOUR INVITATION: 
Comments, arguments, articles, and letters from service men 
and women, and veterans, are especially welcome.  Write to Box 
126, 2576 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10025-5657 or email 
contact@militaryproject.org:   
 
Name, I.D., withheld unless you request publication.  Same 
address to unsubscribe. 
 

mailto:contact@militaryproject.org


 

May Day 

 
Workers burned an effigy of Philippine President Benigno Aquino during a May Day 
protest outside the presidential palace in Manila May 1, 2015.  (REUTERS/Romeo 

Ranoco) 
 

 
Turkish May Day marchers try to protect themselves from burning gas missiles, fired at 
them by police in Istanbul, Turkey, May 1, 2015.  Clashes erupted between police and 
May Day demonstrators in Istanbul on Friday as crowds determined to defy a 
government ban on honoring May Day tried to march to the city's iconic Taksim Square. 
Photo/Emrah Gurel) 



 

 

On The Eve Of International 
Workers’ Day On May 1, The 
Iranian Tyrants Arrest Labor 

Leaders: 
“Intensifying Labor Protests, 

Strikes, And Arrests Of Individuals 
Organizing Or Participating In 

Labor Protests” 
“The Government Views Any Labor 
Mobilization As A National Security 

Threat” 
“Workers Are Suffering And Their 

Demands Need To Be Heard” 
“Independent Labor Unions Are Banned 
In Iran, Strikers Are Often Fired And Risk 
Being Detained, And Labor Leaders Face 

Long Prison Sentences” 
 

From March 2014 to March 2015, there were at least 233 protests throughout the 
country, with strikes occurring in the automotive industry, petrochemicals, 
mining, cement production, and other sectors. 
 
Protests by teachers, who are paid at rates well below the official poverty line in 
Iran, have been particularly widespread.  

 
4.29.15 by International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran; 4.30.15 Payvand News 
 



On the eve of International Workersô Day on May 1, Iranian authorities have arrested at 
least five labor leaders. The arrests have taken place in the context of intensifying labor 
protests, strikes, and arrests of individuals organizing or participating in labor protests. 
 
“The Government views any labor mobilization as a national security threat,” said 
Hadi Ghaemi, Executive Director of the Campaign. “Workers should be allowed to 
peacefully defend their common interests, without risking years behind bars.” 
 
ñRouhani needs to turn his attention to the people of Iran. Workers are suffering and 
their demands need to be heard,ò added Ghaemi. 
 
Tehran Security Police arrested two members of the Union of Workers of the Tehran and 
Suburbs Bus Company, Ebrahim Maddadi and Davood Razavi, in their homes on April 
29, and two other labor activists, Mahmoud Salehi and Osman Ismaili, were arrested in 
the city of Saqez in the Kurdistan Province on April 28.  On April 25, plainclothes security 
agents in Sanandaj, Kurdistan, arrested the labor activist Reza Amjadi. 
 
On April 20, four days after thousands of teachers protested against low wages, 
Alireza Hashemi, head of the Iran Teachers Organization, was detained and 
transferred to Evin Prison to serve a five-year sentence originally handed out to 
him in 2013. 
 
Independent labor unions are banned in Iran, strikers are often fired and risk 
being detained, and labor leaders face long prison sentences on trumped up 
national security charges. 
 
Despite this, a growing wave of strikes and worker protests have roiled many 
sectors in Iran over the past year, as a combination of international sanctions and 
economic mismanagement has taken a heavy toll on the economy, with workers 
bearing the brunt of the economic pain. 
 
Some 70% of workers’ wages are now under the official poverty line in Iran, and 
approximately 90% of all contracts are temporary, affording workers no insurance 
or protections. 
 
Over the past year, workers in dozens of factories have experienced more than 6 
months of unpaid wages.  
 
For example, 900 workers in the Ahvaz City Metro Construction project havenôt received 
their wages for more than four months. 
 
From March 2014 to March 2015, there were at least 233 protests throughout the 
country, with strikes occurring in the automotive industry, petrochemicals, 
mining, cement production, and other sectors. 
 
Protests by teachers, who are paid at rates well below the official poverty line in 
Iran, have been particularly widespread.  
 
On April 16, 2015, teachers gathered in silent protests over their wages in 37 cities 
nationwide. 
 



Punishment for any kind of organized labor protest is swift and severe.  
 
Instances of workers being fired after their participation in protests are numerous.  
 
For example, nearly 1000 workers at the Safa Rolling company in Saveh were fired 
in February 2015, and as the protests over unpaid wages continued, others who 
joined the strikers were fired as well. 
 
Summons to court frequently follow. For example, eleven workers at the Agh Dareh gold 
mine, who had protested the suspension of 350 of their co-workers, were forced to 
appear in court. 
 
At least 230 people were arrested in peaceful labor protests during the March 2014 
to March 2015 period, and a number of leading labor activists are serving lengthy 
sentences in Iranian prisons. 
 
The teacher Rasoul Bodaghi sits in Rajaee Shahr Prison, serving a five-year 
sentence for “propaganda against the state,” and “assembly and collusion with 
the intent to disrupt national security.” 
 
The labor activist Reza Shahabi is serving six years in Rajaee Shahr Prison for 
“propaganda against the state,” and collusion with the intent to act against 
national security.” 
 
Shahrokh Zamani, also a labor activist, is serving ten years at Rajaee Shahr 
Prison for “forming an illegal anti-state organization,” “participating in 
propaganda against the state,” “assembly and collusion for committing crime 
against national security,” and “insulting the Supreme Leader.” 
 
Mahmoud Bagheri, a board member of the Teachers Union, is serving nine-and-a-
half years for “assembly and collusion,” and “propaganda against the state” at 
Evin Prison. 
 
The International Labor Organization (ILO), of which Iran is a member, mandates the 
right of workers to associate freely and bargain collectively, and its Committee on 
Freedom of Association is charged with investigating complaints relating to its 
observance by member states. Its March 2014 report notes Case No. 2508, in which the 
International Trade Union Confederation (ITUC) and the International Transport 
Workersô Federation (ITF) lodged a complaint against the Government of Iran. 
 
The complaint cited “Continued acts of repression against the local trade union at 
the bus company, including: harassment of trade unionists and activists; violent 
attacks on the union’s founding meeting; the violent disbanding, on two 
occasions, of the union general assembly; and the arrest and detention of large 
numbers of trade union members and leaders under false pretenses (disturbing 
public order, illegal trade union activities).” 
 
Iran is also obligated under international law. It is a signatory to the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, which mandates in Articles 21 and 22 freedom of 
association and guarantees the right to form trade unions, and to the International 



Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, which guarantees in Article 8 the 
right of workers to form or join trade unions and protects the right of workers to strike. 
 
In addition, the Iranian constitution itself contains provisions for such rights: Article 26 
guarantees the right to form ñparties, societies, political or professional associations,ò 
and Article 27 states that ñPublic gatherings and marches may be freely held, provided 
arms are not carried and that they are not detrimental to the fundamental principles of 
Islam.ò 
 
The International Campaign for Human Rights in Iran calls on the Government of Iran to 
immediately free imprisoned labor leaders, cease the persecution of labor activists, and 
respect its legal obligation to allow workers to organize and bargain collectively. 
 

 
Cartoon by Mana Neyestani, Iran Wire 

 

 

30,000 Romanian Civil Servants Strike 
Over Pay 

 
30 Apr 15 by Marian Chiriac, Bucharest; Balkan Insight 



 
Some 30,000 public servants staged a one-day strike on Thursday in protest against the 
governmentôs failure to even out salary levels. 
 
During the strike, no documents will be issued of payments collected. 
 
Trade union leader Bogdan Hossu said the government had failed to apply a unified 
wage law to the sector, so that equal work and equal responsibility remained unfairly 
remunerated. 
 
About a quarter of the public administration, mainly juniors, earn the minimum 
wage of some 1,000 lei ($253) per month.  
 
They also complain that they do not receive food vouchers and holiday vouchers. 
 
Prime Minister Victor Ponta on Wednesday said complaints on the part of public 
servants were legitimate but a strike was not the solution. 
 
ñNegotiations between the Labour Ministry and trade unions over salaries have to 
continue. There is no other better option than negotiations,ò Ponta said. 
 
The government increased public sector wages by some 15 per cent in 2012 as a 
measure to restore them to pre-crisis levels. 
 
In July 2010, civil servants' wages were cut by 25 per cent, while thousands of state jobs 
were axed and VAT was increased by five percentage points to 24 per cent. 
 

 
 

DANGER: CAPITALISTS AT WORK 
 
 

 



 

 
 

OCCUPATION PALESTINE 
 
 

Zionist Occupation Forces Attack 
Unarmed Palestinian Fishermen And 

Farmers In Gaza, As Usual 
 

April 26, 2015 Ma'an 
 
GAZA CITY -- Israeli forces opened fire on Palestinian fishermen and farmers in the 
Gaza Strip Sunday morning, with no injuries reported. 
 
Witnesses reported that Israeli naval forces fired on fishing boats four miles off the 
coast, resulting in damage to the boats that forced the fisherman to return to land.  
 
Meanwhile, Israeli border forces fired smoke bombs at farmers' land east of Maghazi 
refugee camp in the central Gaza Strip. 
 
Israeli forces have repeatedly opened fire on Palestinian fisherman and farmers since 
the ceasefire agreement signed Aug. 26, 2014 that ended a devastating 50-day war 
between Israel and Hamas. 
 
In March alone, there were a total of 38 incidents of shootings, incursions into the 
Strip, and arrests, according to the Palestinian Center for Human Rights (PCHR). 
 
That was up from 26 incidents through February, and left seven Palestinians injured and 
one dead. 
 
The attacks come despite Israeli promises at the end of the ceasefire to ease restrictions 
on Palestinian access to both the sea and the border region near the "security buffer 
zone." 
 
Israel promised to expand the Palestinian fishing zone to six nautical miles, falling far 
short of the 20 nautical miles initially agreed under the Oslo Accord. 
 
According to PCHR, the "buffer zone," which Palestinians are prohibited from entering, 
"is illegal under both Israeli and international law." 
The group said: "The precise area designated by Israel as a 'buffer zone' is not clear and 
this Israeli policy is typically enforced with live fire." 
 

To check out what life is like under a murderous military occupation commanded 
by foreign terrorists, go to: 

http://www.maannews.net/eng/Default.aspx and 
http://www.palestinemonitor.org/list.php?id=ej898ra7yff0ukmf16 

http://www.maannews.net/eng/Default.aspx
http://www.palestinemonitor.org/list.php?id=ej898ra7yff0ukmf16


The occupied nation is Palestine.  The foreign terrorists call themselves “Israeli.” 

 
 

DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK 
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MILITARY? 

 
U.S. soldier in Beijia village Iraq, Feb. 4, 2008.  (AP Photo/Maya Alleruzzo) 

 

Forward Military Resistance along, or send us the email address if you 
wish and we’ll send it regularly with your best wishes.  Whether in 
Afghanistan or at a base in the USA, this is extra important for your service 
friend, too often cut off from access to encouraging news of growing 
resistance to injustices, inside the armed services and at home.  Send 
email requests to address up top or write to: Military Resistance, Box 126, 
2576 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10025-5657. 
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