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“What Could Possibly Go
Wrong?”

19 November 2015 by Sebastian Budgen, VERSO

This is perhaps the moment to take a step back to review the brilliance of the West’s
counter terrorist strategy, which we can then admire in all its strategic and tactical
coherence:

1) Combat the bombing and random murder of civilians with the bombing and random
murder of civilians;
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2) Combat the attacks on civil liberties and freedoms with attacks on civil liberties and
freedoms;

3) Combat the jihadists’ attempts to promote the perception of two irreconcilable and
antagonistic camps - Islam and the West - with the promotion of the perception that
there are two irreconcilable and antagonistic camps - namely Islam and the West;

4) Combat the jihadists’ propaganda regarding the rampant Islamophobia in the West by
promoting rampant Islamophobia in the West;

5) Combat the propagation of a reactionary form of political Islam by doing business
deals and constructing political alliances with those states most implicated in the
propagation of the most reactionary forms of political Islam.

6) Combat the perception that Western powers act like neocolonial and self-interested
powers by supporting the most authoritarian, corrupt and venal states in a neocolonial
and self-interested manner;

7) Combat Daesh’s projection of itself as a legitimate state that is at war with the western
powers by declaring that the western powers are at war with a state known as ISIS;

8) Combat Daesh’s propaganda that the West is a decadent, soulless and projectless
zone characterised only by its attachment to sybaritic and hedonist activities by putting
forward the defence of sybaritic and hedonist activities as the characteristic feature that
distinguishes the West from Daesh.

9) Combat the jihadists’ claim that reformist Islamist currents are naive if they believe
they can come to power through elections, by supporting a coup against a reformist
Islamist president who came to power through elections;

10) Combat the radical Islamists’ fake anti-Zionism which draws its strength from the
argument that the West maintains a double standard on Israel by showering it with
money and arms regardless of the treatment of the Palestinians by maintaining a double
standard on Israel by showering it with money and arms regardless of the treatment of
the Palestinian.

Put like that, what could possibly go wrong?

MORE:

~ormer Air Force Pilots Say
Obama’s Kill Program “One Of
The Most Devastating Driving




Forces For Terrorism Around

The World”

“A Recruitment Tool For Isis”
“A Public Outcry From The Largest
Collection Of Drone Whistleblowers

In The History Of The Program”
Letter Accuses The Administration Of
“Lying Publicly About The Effectiveness
Of The Drone Program”

18 November 2015 by Ed Pilkington in New York and Ewen MacAskill in London;
Guardian News and Media Limited [Excerpts]

Four former US air force service members, with more than 20 years of experience
between them operating military drones, have written an open letter to Barack
Obama warning that the program of targeted killings by unmanned aircraft has
become a major driving force for Isis and other terrorist groups.

The group of servicemen have issued an impassioned plea to the Obama administration,
calling for a rethink of a military tactic that they say has “fueled the feelings of hatred that
ignited terrorism and groups like Isis, while also serving as a fundamental recruitment
tool similar to Guantdnamo Bay”.

In particular, they argue, the killing of innocent civilians in drone airstrikes has acted as
one of the most “devastating driving forces for terrorism and destabilization around the
world”.

The letter, addressed to Obama, defense secretary Ashton Carter and CIA chief John
Brennan, links the signatories’ anxieties directly to last Friday’s terror attacks in Paris.
They imply that the abuse of the drone program is causally connected to the outrages.

“We cannot sit silently by and witness tragedies like the attacks in Paris, knowing the
devastating effects the drone program has overseas and at home,” they wrote.

The joint statement — from the group who have experience of operating drones over
Afghanistan, Iraq and other conflict zones — represents a public outcry from what is
understood to be the largest collection of drone whistleblowers in the history of the
program.



Three of the letter writers were sensor operators who controlled the powerful visual
equipment on US Predator drones that guide Hellfire missiles to their targets.

They are Brandon Bryant, 30, who served in the 15th Reconnaissance Squadron and
3rd Special Operations Squadron from 2005 to 2011; Michael Haas, 29, who served in
the same squadrons during the same period; and Stephen Lewis, 29, who was with the
3rd Special Operations Squadron between 2005 and 2010.

The fourth whistleblower, Cian Westmoreland, 28, was a technician responsible for the
communications infrastructure of the drone program. He served with the 606 Air Control
Squadron in Germany and the 73rd Expeditionary Air Control Squadron in Kandahar,
Afghanistan.

The four are represented legally by Jesselyn Radack, director of national security and
human rights at the nonprofit ExposeFacts. “This is the first time we’ve had so many
people speaking out together about the drone program,” she said, pointing out that the
men were fully aware that they faced possible prosecution for speaking out.

The number of lethal airstrikes has ballooned under Obama’s watch. The Pentagon has
plans further to increase the number of daily drone flights by 50% by 2019.

From its inception, the drone program has been troubled by reports of mistaken
targeting.

Classified government documents leaked to the Intercept revealed that up to 90%
of the people killed in drone strikes may be unintended, with the disparity glossed
over by the recording of unknown victims as “enemies Killed in action”.

In one of the most widely publicised errors, the US government was accused by one of
its own officials of making an “outrageous mistake” in October 2011 when it killed the US
citizen Abdulrahman al-Awlaki, the 16-year-old son of Anwar al-Awlaki, an al-Qaida
leader who was also a US citizen and was killed by a CIA drone two weeks previously.

One of the four drone operators who signed the letter to Obama, Brandon Bryant, was
part of the team that tracked Anwar al-Awlaki by drone for 10 months shortly before he
was Killed. In an interview with the Guardian, Bryant said that he was not opposed to
drone technology per se, which he saw as having beneficial uses.

“We just understand that in its current form the program is being abused, there’s no
transparency, and we need to be open to other solutions.”

Bryant said that in his view he had been made to violate his military oath by being
assigned to a mission that killed a fellow American. “We were told that al-Awlaki
deserved to die, he deserved to be killed as a traitor, but article 3 of section 2 of
the US constitution states that even a traitor deserves a fair trial in front of a jury
of his peers.”

Two of the four drone operators have also spoken out in a film about the US program,
Drone, that premieres theatrically in New York on Friday. The other two are going public
for the first time, having just come forward in the past few weeks.



But the former drone operators argue that the strategy is self-defeating, as the high
number of civilian casualties and the callousness of drone killings merely propagates
anti-US hatred.

“Right now it seems politically expedient,” said Cian Westmoreland. “But in the long term
the bad side of a Hellfire missile and drones buzzing overhead is the only thing that a lot
of these people know of the United States or Britain.”

Bryant accepted that there was no negotiating with extreme, violent terrorists of the type
that carried out the Paris attacks. “But you have to prevent such people being created,”
he said.

“We validate them, we keep this cycle going. Their children are afraid to play out in the
sun because that’'s when the drones are coming.”

MORE:
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A Judge Has Ruled That Chicago
Must Release Police Video Of A
Cop Shooting A Black Teen 16

Times:

“The Teen Was Clearly Walking Away
As The Fatal Shots Were Fired”
“The Altercation ‘Starts Out As An

Unjustified Shooting, And It Turns Into
Some Kind Of Sadistic Execution’”

19 November 15 By Justin Glawe, The Daily Beast [Excerpts]

A judge has ruled that police must release dashcam video showing the violent death of
17-year-old old Laquan McDonald, shot 16 times by officer Jason Van Dyke last

October.

Thanks to a lawsuit filed by journalist Brandon Smith, the video that many have been
clamoring--and that police have been withholding--since McDonald’s death has been

ordered to be shown on Nov. 25.



The city and the department are expected to appeal the decision, Smith told The Daily
Beast, a move that could tie up the release of the footage for months.

Today’s decision is in line with a ruling issued by the lllinois Attorney General’s office in
early November requesting Chicago police to release the video.

The video reportedly shows McDonald carrying a knife on the southwest side of the city
on Oct. 20 last year, walking as far as the width of two car lanes away from police before
an officer shoots him 16 times.

McDonald never posed a serious threat to officers. Despite his erratic actions that
included puncturing a squad car’s tire while high on PCP, the teen was clearly walking
away as the fatal shots were fired.

That night, a Fraternal Order of Police spokesman told reporters what had happened in
the eyes of the officers he represents in the union. McDonald threatened the officers,
said Pat Camden, the FOP rep. The officers were in fear for their lives, this former
spokesman for the Chicago Police Department asserted. Jason Van Dyke, the officer
identified as the killer by the Chicago Tribune, “discharged his weapon, striking the
offender.”

Such is the language of all police shootings—until an autopsy occurs, or an eyewitness
comes forward, or video evidence contradicts an officer’s statement.

“The story has 24 hours and it’s basically told by the police union, and the police union’s
role is to defend its members,” says Jamie Kalven, a Chicago journalist who runs the
Invisible Institute, a police-accountability nonprofit.

In a July interview with The Daily Beast, Kalven stressed the importance of independent
autopsies—especially in cases like McDonald’s. “What you do have with the autopsy,
though, is one wholly independent piece of evidence.”

McDonald’s autopsy is a brutal document to read.

McDonald’s autopsy (PDF) tells us the following: One of Van Dyke’s bullets grazed
McDonald’s head, causing a groove in his skull one-quarter of an inch deep, one and
three-quarters of an inch long.

A 9 millimeter bullet from Van Dyke’s service weapon was recovered from McDonald’s
neck.

A bullet entered McDonald’s left upper chest and came out that same shoulder.

Another entered the right side of his chest, and a “markedly-deformed, copper-jacketed
bullet” was recovered from McDonald’s torso, according to the autopsy report.

Another bullet lodged in McDonald'’s left elbow. One in the right upper arm. One in the
left forearm.



Upper right leg. Left upper back. Another bullet in the left elbow and one more in the
right upper arm.

Two more in the right arm. One in the right hand.
Gunshot wounds in the right lower back and right upper leg round out the report.

“They were completely locked down on that story,” Kalven said of police and public
officials in the immediate aftermath of McDonald’s death.

And for good reason: Officer Jason Van Dyke had fired 16 shots into a 17-year-old
boy—prompting the extended silence in the year and 30 days since the killing. If the
accounts of those who have viewed the video—including at least one witness who says
13 shots were fired after McDonald was down—the disturbing and shocking footage may
cause parts of Chicago to burn with the fires of rage that consumed Ferguson and
Baltimore.

“If it is released, | don’t believe there will be any riot as the mayor fears,” said former
Chicago police commander and Independent Police Review Authority (IPRA)
whistleblower Lorenzo Davis. “But | do believe it will prompt another increase in calls for
police accountability.”

Since McDonald’s death, activists and some journalists and columnists in Chicago have
called for the video to be released. Throughout that time, Mayor Rahm Emanuel and
officials both in city government and within the Chicago Police Department have said the
footage should remain sealed from public view.

As part of a $5 million settlement between the city and the McDonald family, a
judge barred attorneys from releasing the video.

Today’s decision comes as a result of a lawsuit filed by Chicago journalist Brandon
Smith, who filed a FOIA request in May in an attempt to force the video’s release.
When Chicago police denied the request, Smith filed suit.

“The city hasn’t submitted evidence that releasing the video would harm any
investigation,” Smith told The Daily Beast on Monday. “It has basically ceded that point
in our case.”

While that may be Smith’s contention, Mayor Rahm Emanuel and others have cited an
ongoing federal investigation as reason why the footage shouldn’t be released, saying,
“There’s an appropriate way to handle when videos become public, and that procedure
will be followed.”

From the beginning, Chicago police have sought to conceal information about
McDonald’s death—in at least one case by apparently violating not only IPRA
procedures but the Constitution when they seized security footage from a nearby
restaurant without a warrant.

Eventually, McDonald family attorneys learned that police had wiped 86 minutes
of footage from that tape, which doesn’t include the shooting but does show the
events that led up to the fatal confrontation.



When a reporter started poking around about the missing footage, a manager at the
restaurant said he didn’t realize some of the footage was going to be deleted. When
pressed, IPRA released a statement:

“We have no credible evidence at this time that would cause us to believe CPD purged
or erased any surveillance video,” the agency told NBC Chicago.

Davis, the former police commander and one of only two black supervisors at IPRA,
countered that statement with statements made to him by IPRA employees at the time.

“There was at least a couple of investigators at IPRA who did feel like a portion of (the
security footage) was erased,” he told The Daily Beast on Tuesday.

Larry Merritt, spokesman for IPRA, would not comment on the 86 minutes of video that
McDonald family attorneys allege was deleted. “All | can say right now is that the status
of the case is that it is still pending,” he said Tuesday.

In addition to the reportedly missing footage, audio from the dashcam footage depicting
McDonald’s death is also absent, according to the family’s attorneys. The missing audio
has served to cause only more speculation into the Chicago Police Department’s actions
following McDonald’s death.

Laquan McDonald was one of 19 men killed by Chicago police in 2014, according to
media reports and police data compiled from open records requests filed by The Daily
Beast in the past year and a half.

The 17-year-old boy’s death was by far the most egregious use of lethal force by
Chicago police, a Daily Beast review found from autopsy reports, investigative findings
from the Independent Police Review Authority, and statements from law enforcement
regarding all 19 police-involved killings.

The McDonald story begins on Oct. 20 when police were called to an industrial area in
the Chicago Lawn neighborhood. There, the teen was reported by police to have been
behaving erratically. Officers requested back up because they weren’t equipped with the
Tasers they should have used to take McDonald down and arrest him.

Van Dyke and four officers followed McDonald in their squad cars as he wandered, high
on the PCP that was later found in an autopsy, waving a four-inch blade. The teen
eventually teetered into the street from the side, prompting the need for officers to react,
the police union spokesman Camden said. Van Dyke and other officers reportedly
ordered McDonald to drop the knife.

When he didn’'t comply, Van Dyke and his fellow officers tried to box McDonald in with
their squad cars. McDonald responded by puncturing a tire.

What came next depends on who you believe, which is why so many have called for the
release of the video that may answer the questions that have persisted since Oct. 20:

Why didn’t police wait for the Tasers to arrive?



Why did they shoot him so many times?

If the video is released—which remains up in the air because police are likely to appeal
the judge’s decision—Chicago and the world may get a disturbing answer to those
guestions.

Michael Robbins, an attorney for the McDonald family, told the Chicago Tribune in April
that the altercation “starts out as an unjustified shooting, and it turns into some kind of
sadistic execution.”

A federal investigation into McDonald’s death was announced in April by the U.S.
Attorney’s Office for the Northern District of lllinois, and includes IPRA, the FBI, and the
Cook County State’s Attorney’s Office.

If a federal indictment is issued—which some in legal and law enforcement circles see
as an inevitability—Van Dyke would be the defendant.

With none of the other officers on the scene of McDonald’s death firing their weapons,
Van Dyke is the lone killer. He is solely responsible for firing 16 bullets into the teen’s
body as it reportedly bounced off the pavement, according to some who have viewed the
troubling footage.

“l have not seen the video,” said Davis, the veteran cop, IPRA whistleblower, and
police-accountability advocate. “But I’'ve talked to people who have seen it, and
they were horrified by what they saw.

“Grown men were brought to tears.”

N.Y. City Police Pressured
Garner Death Protestors To

Become Informers:

“What We Were Being Asked Had
Nothing To Do With What We Were
Being Charged With”

“It Was Like They Were Trying To

Find Out Where Their Problem Was
Coming From So They Could Stifle I1t”



“The N.Y.P.D. Should Stop This
Immediately”

Sherlly Pierre, an elementary school teacher arrested at a Garner protest, said she was
asked by the police why she had participated in the demonstrations, whether she had
helped organize them and the time and place of the next protest. Credit Chang W.
Lee/The New York Times

APRIL 28, 2015 By COLIN MOYNIHANAPRIL, New York Times

Last December, as people arrested during protests related to the death of Eric Garner
waited to be released from Police Headquarters in Manhattan, an officer removed a 28-
year-old woman from a holding cell there.

The woman, Leighann Starkey, a doctoral student who lives in Harlem, said
recently that she was escorted to a separate area where she was asked by two
detectives how she knew about the demonstrations, what social media she used
to keep track of them and whether she was part of a protest group.

One detective, she said, asked whether she had ties to terrorists.

Another protester held that night, Christina Wilkerson, said officers told her she would
not be released until she had been questioned; she stayed in custody for about 12
hours.

Ms. Wilkerson, a social worker who lives in East Flatbush, Brooklyn, added that
detectives asked who employed her, whether colleagues had attended the
demonstrations and who had organized them.

“It started to feel like an interrogation,” Ms. Wilkerson, 30, said. “| wondered whether
they would continue monitoring me.”



The death of Mr. Garner during an attempted arrest last summer fueled protests and a
national debate over police practices. And after a grand jury on Staten Island decided in
December not to issue criminal charges against the police officer who used a chokehold
on him, thousands of demonstrators took over major streets, bridges and highways in
New York City, but there were few serious clashes with the police.

The post-arrest questioning of Ms. Starkey, Ms. Wilkerson and at least nine others
during the Garner protests, which has not been previously reported, has renewed long-
running concerns among civil liberties activists about police practices that may have a
chilling effect on activities protected by the First Amendment, like protest and free
speech.

The issue is of particular interest in New York City, where the 1985 settlement of a
federal court case, Handschu v. Special Services Division, resulted in a consent
decree that defined how the city’s police may investigate political activity.

In 2003, the judge overseeing the Handschu settlement rebuked the Police
Department when it emerged that Intelligence Division detectives had been using
a document called the Demonstration Debriefing Form to record where arrested
antiwar protesters went to school, their membership in organizations and their
involvement in past protests.

Police officials maintained that the questioning had been lawful but said that the
department had stopped using the form and had destroyed a database derived
from it.

Some civil liberties lawyers say the recent questioning appeared to be
substantially similar to the questioning in 2003, with detectives in both instances
focusing on political involvement rather than criminal behavior.

“When the police investigate political affiliations and political activities, that poses a
serious threat to First Amendment rights,” the associate legal director of the New York
Civil Liberties Union, Christopher Dunn, said.

“The N.Y.P.D. should stop this immediately.”

Lawrence Byrne, the Police Department’s deputy commissioner for legal matters, said
the questioning, which did not involve the Intelligence Division, had been conducted in
accordance with the consent decree and department rules.

He added that the questioning began in late November, during protests connected to
events in Ferguson, Mo., after a demonstrator in Times Square splattered Police
Commissioner William J. Bratton with fake blood and detectives began seeing threats
against officers on social media.

“The Detective Bureau began a process of interviewing defendants arrested during the
protests,” Mr. Byrne said, “in an attempt to obtain information about the specific acts of
violence, vandalism and threats directed at police officers, as well as the general threat
environment relating to such acts.”



Police departments across the country have long sought to quietly gather
information about those who they believe may be dangerous or disruptive, but
federal court settlements in the 1970s and 1980s in cities like New York, Chicago
and Memphis restricted some efforts after lawsuits argued that cataloging lawful
behavior and subjecting people to special scrutiny because of political or
religious activity violated the Constitution and deterred free speech and
association.

Martin R. Stolar, a member of the National Lawyers Guild who was among those who
filed the Handschu case in Federal District Court in Manhattan in 1971, said that he
believed the questioning of the Garner protesters violated the 1985 consent decree.
Lawyers in the case were discussing how to proceed, Mr. Stolar said.

“The police are saying that if you’re going to protest, we're going to ask about your
associations, your reason for being at the protest, your plans for future protests,” he
said. “All of that is an infringement of the right to be free from government interference in
your political activities.”

It is not uncommon for detectives to ask people who have been arrested about a specific
investigation or about continuing criminal activity in their neighborhood.

But Eugene O’Donnell, a lawyer and a former police officer who teaches at the John Jay
College of Criminal Justice in Manhattan, said the questions described by the protesters
seemed “to go beyond ordinary criminal debriefing or ordinary arrest processing” and
raised concerns about why the Police Department was gathering information from
protesters and how it would be used.

For years, such issues have been discussed within the context of the Handschu case,
which has sometimes reflected changing perceptions of how to address issues of safety
and surveillance.

The lawsuit asserted that the Police Department’s Special Services Division, or Red
Squad, had violated the rights of political activists in the 1960s and 1970s by using
wiretaps, undercover officers and provocateurs to monitor and disrupt their actions. The
consent decree created guidelines that allowed the investigation of political groups only
when there was specific information about criminal activity.

In 2003, after police officials argued that detectives needed greater latitude to investigate
terrorism, Judge Charles S. Haight Jr. of Federal District Court in Manhattan, as
overseer of the Handschu settlement, relaxed the guidelines.

Soon afterward, the New York Civil Liberties Union learned that the debriefing form had
been used to question antiwar protesters.

Lawyers later said the detectives also questioned protesters about topics like
their political leanings and their views on Israel and Palestine.

The questioning revealed “an N.Y.P.D. in some need of discipline,” wrote Judge
Haight, who modified the consent decree to ensure that lawyers could seek to
hold the city in contempt of court if the police violated people’s rights.



Some of those questioned in December said they were disturbed that detectives were
gathering information related to a movement protesting actions by police officers.

Frank Roberts, who teaches at New York University, said he was asked what he
was doing when he was arrested and whether he had attended meetings with
other protesters.

An elementary school teacher, Sherlly Pierre, said she was asked why she had
participated in the demonstrations.

A Baptist minister, Willa Rose Johnson, said she was asked about past protests.

Benjamin Perry, a student at the Union Theological Seminary, said detectives asked
whether classmates had attended demonstrations.

Another seminary student, Shawn Torres, said detectives asked who was in
charge of a student listserv discussing the protests and how to receive email
messages from it.

Ms. Pierre, 28, from Harlem, said detectives also asked if she had helped organize
the Dec. 3 protests and wanted to know when and where the next demonstrations
would take place.

“What we were being asked had nothing to do with what we were being charged
with,” she said.

“It was like they were trying to find out where their problem was coming from so
they could stifle it.”

New Orleans Family Questions
Lack Of Medical Care For Dead

Prisoner:
“He Had Been Calling Me, Telling Me
They Hadn’t Been Giving Him His

Medicine”
“They Weren’t Worried About Helping
Him?”

Nov. 16, 2015 by Jim Mustian, The Advocate



A New Orleans inmate who died at University Medical Center over the weekend suffered
from sickle-cell disease, a blood disorder that left him hospitalized periodically, according
to his family.

But the family of Calvin Thomas, 34, raised questions Monday about the medical
treatment Thomas received during a nearly two-month stay in the city’s new jail.

They said he was stabbed inside the lockup several weeks ago and that he complained
of having pain in his arm and chest afterward.

“He had been calling me, telling me they hadn’t been giving him his medicine,” said
Latasha Rogers, Thomas’ girlfriend of six years. “They didn’t want to treat him for the
wound, and there was green pus coming out. They weren’t worried about helping him.”

Rogers, who is the mother of Thomas’ 3-year-old son, said she had not seen the wound
personally, in part because Thomas was moved to a different part of the jail after the
stabbing and she had been unable to see him last week, despite waiting for two hours at
the jail.

But she said she had spoken to him regularly over the phone and also received letters
from him in the past few weeks. She said Thomas typically could go for about a month
without taking his folic acid supplements. At times, she said, he could not afford to buy
the medication.

Thomas’ sister, Le’Mona Deal, said she did not believe jail officials took the jailhouse
fight seriously enough.

“We really want to seek justice in Calvin’s death,” she said.




CJ Thomas, 3, clutches a picture of his father Calvin who died while at OPP. Thomas’ girlfriend
Latasha Rogers, Thomas’ daughter Thai Thomas, 9, and sister Le’Mona Deal are behind CJ.
Advocate staff photo by JOHN McCUSKER

The Sheriff’'s Office has provided few details about Thomas’ case, releasing a short
statement Sunday that said only that the inmate had been taken to the hospital on
Thursday “for a chronic medical condition.”

“The cause of death has not been confirmed,” the statement said. A spokesman for
Sheriff Marlin Gusman did not respond to a request for further details Monday.

Dr. Jeffrey Rouse, the Orleans Parish coroner, scheduled an autopsy for Tuesday. A
representative of the FBI is expected to attend the procedure, in keeping with new
protocols for in-custody deaths that Rouse introduced last year.

An inmate at the jail who identified himself as Earl N. Montgomery said in a phone
message to The New Orleans Advocate that he had shared cell A2013M with Thomas
and that he had become increasingly concerned about the man’s well-being in his final
days.

He said Thomas had been “balled up in bed” complaining of chest pain even after his
stab wound healed.

“They refused to send him to the hospital where he needed to be at for his special
treatment,” Montgomery said, referring to the deputies and nurses working in the
jail.

“It was consistently days that he would not come out of his cell because he was
having chest pain. He told me himself, personally, that he felt like he was about to
die.”

Rogers expressed frustration that the authorities had not informed her — or
Thomas’ immediate family — that he had been hospitalized late last week.

She said the family’s first contact with the Sheriff’'s Office occurred on Sunday, after
Thomas was pronounced dead.

“'m in a state of shock right now,” Rogers said. “I just want to know what happened.”

Thomas, also known as Calvin Deal, grew up in New Orleans and worked as a
carpenter, Rogers said.

She described him as a caring father who enjoyed basketball and music. Recently,
though, he “had been hanging around the wrong people,” she said.

Thomas turned himself in to authorities Sept. 24 on a couple of robbery charges. Court
records show he had been accused of a stickup in late August at a Circle K store near
Audubon Park that netted him $67. About two weeks earlier, police said, he stole some
cash from the register at a Wendy’s restaurant on St. Charles Avenue.



He also faced drug charges stemming from a traffic stop in Gretna earlier this year
during which police said they found heroin and crack cocaine. Rogers said Thomas
actually had been looking forward to his court proceedings in Jefferson Parish in light of
the conditions he faced during his incarceration in New Orleans.

On Monday afternoon, Thomas’ son, C.J., played on the porch of his family’s home off
Jackson Avenue, still unaware of his father’s death.

Taking a break for a moment from the Radio Flyer tricyle his father bought for him, he
embraced his mother and asked again where Thomas was.

“He misses him,” Rogers said.

Police Struggle With Loss Of

Political Power:
“The More They Attacked Me, The
More People Seemed To Rally

Around Me”

“The Political Context In Which The
Police Unions Have Enjoyed A Privileged
Position Is Rapidly Changing

May 5, 2015 By NOAM SCHEIBER, The New York Times
WASHINGTON — Early this year, Megan E. Green, a St. Louis alderwoman, met
with officials of a local police union to discuss a proposal for a civilian oversight

board that would look into accusations of police misconduct.

After Ms. Green refused to soften her support for the proposal, the union backed
an aggressive mailing campaign against her.

But Ms. Green won her primary with over 70 percent of the vote, and the Board of
Aldermen approved the oversight board by a large margin.

“All that stuff backfired,” Ms. Green said. “The more they attacked me for it, the
more people seemed to rally around me.”

During the urban crime epidemic of the 1970s and ‘80s and the sharp decline in crime
that began in the 1990s, the unions representing police officers in many cities enjoyed a



nearly unassailable political position. Their opposition could cripple political candidates
and kill police-reform proposals in gestation.

But amid a rash of high-profile encounters involving allegations of police overreach in
New York, Baltimore, Cleveland, Ferguson, Mo., and North Charleston, S.C., the political
context in which the police unions have enjoyed a privileged position is rapidly changing.
And the unions are struggling to adapt.

“There was a time in this country when elected officials — legislators, chief executives —
were willing to contextualize what police do,” said Eugene O’Donnell, a former New York
City police officer and prosecutor who now teaches at John Jay College of Criminal
Justice. “And that time is mostly gone.”

In Baltimore, the local police union president accused protesters angry at the death of
Freddie Gray of participating in a “lynch mob.” In South Carolina, the head of the police
union where an officer had shot and killed an unarmed black man who was fleeing
fulminated against “professional race agitators.”

In New York, Patrick Lynch, a local police union chief, accused Mayor Bill de Blasio of
having blood on his hands after the shooting death of two police officers last December.

If voters’ reactions to Mr. Lynch’s statements are any indication, the provocative
language has largely served to alienate the public and isolate the police politically.

According to a Quinnipiac University poll in January, 77 percent of New York City voters
disapproved of Mr. Lynch’s comments. Sixty-nine percent disapproved of police officers
turning their backs on Mr. de Blasio at funerals for the two slain officers, a protest seen
as orchestrated by the union.

In Baltimore, too, the police union has been less than sure-footed in navigating the more
hostile political terrain of the past few years. The union, Fraternal Order of Police Lodge
3, has responded with open resistance to Mayor Stephanie Rawlings-Blake’s proposals
to make it easier to remove misbehaving police officers, and to give the city’s police
civilian review board a “more impactful” role in disciplining officers.

The union also opposed the decision by Ms. Rawlings-Blake and Police Commissioner
Anthony W. Batts to invite the Justice Department in to help overhaul the city’s Police
Department after an investigation by The Baltimore Sun produced numerous allegations
of police brutality.

Union officials say they have been fulfilling their mandate to protect their members,
airing legitimate concerns about overreach on the part of their civilian overseers. And
sympathetic observers have questioned the political motivations of the mayor.

“She seems to suggest that the blame lies elsewhere, when the buck should stop with
the mayor, always,” Mr. O’'Donnell said. “She’s been there five years. The thing is an
institutional disaster. It’s your institution.”

A spokesman for the mayor said that some of her efforts, like disbanding a plainclothes
unit linked to an unusual number of excessive-force complaints, began shortly after she
took office.



In some cases, the union’s hostility to scrutiny has been self-defeating.

In 2014, the Fraternal Order of Police declined to endorse Gregg Bernstein, then the
state’s attorney for Baltimore, after members of the union’s endorsement committee
complained that Mr. Bernstein had been too aggressive in prosecuting police
misconduct, according to two people briefed on the discussions.

Mr. Bernstein, who suffered from diminishing support in districts where the union has
long been influential, lost his re-election bid to the current state’s attorney, Marilyn J.
Mosby, who has made prosecuting police misconduct a priority.

Ms. Mosby recently charged six Baltimore police officers in the death of Mr. Gray, the
resident whose death last month set off tumultuous protests around the city.

St. Louis offers a particularly vivid example of the inability of police unions to update their
tactics amid widespread frustration with policing. The St. Louis Board of Aldermen first
passed a measure creating a civilian oversight board back in 2006. Mayor Francis G.
Slay, a Demaocrat, vetoed the bill at the time, citing its “inflammatory antipolice” language
and guestioning whether it would survive a legal challenge given that the State of
Missouri still formally controlled the local Police Department.

But, in December, after months of outrage following the shooting death of Michael Brown
by a police officer in nearby Ferguson, Mr. Slay agreed to support a bill similar to the one
he vetoed a decade ago. A spokeswoman for the mayor said that local control of the
Police Department now made the bill legally defensible.

The St. Louis Fraternal Order of Police, one of two prominent local unions, was not
persuaded. Although the alderman involved in drafting the legislation met with union
officials around the same time and asked them for input, the union offered suggestions
in writing only on April 13, two days before the board was set to vote on the bill, and far
too late to incorporate any of its changes.

“When we met with them in December, | was honestly interested in their thoughts,” said
Alderman Terry Kennedy, who sponsored the legislation. “I would have tried to
incorporate as much as | could have.” But, Mr. Kennedy said, the union’s objections
proved to be a “constantly moving target.”

Jeff Roorda, a spokesman for the union, said that once it became clear that the Board of
Aldermen was determined to give the oversight board investigative authority, rather than
simply review powers, the union felt it was better to save its reservations for a future
legal challenge.

“It put us in a tough spot, to tip our hand about what our legal objections were, telling
them how to write legislation within the legal parameters,” Mr. Roorda said. The measure
takes effect in June.

In contrast to the unions’ hard-line public stance, many can be pragmatic behind the
scenes when dealing with prosecutors over individual allegations of misconduct. In
Baltimore, for example, there have been several recent instances when the police union



declined to fund the legal defense of an officer whose behavior it had concluded was
beyond the pale.

“People have the impression, when it comes to police unions, that there’s never an
unwarranted case of police abuse,” said Robert Bruno, a professor of labor relations at
the University of lllinois. “The public would be surprised by the level of rational behavior
on the part of union grievance officers.”

But when it comes to what the unions perceive as larger, institutional threats, they are
characteristically unrelenting, even when a more nuanced response might better serve
their long-term interests.

There may be no better example than the creation of New York City’s Civilian Complaint
Review Board two decades ago. In September 1992, after a monthslong standoff
between the administration of Mayor David N. Dinkins and the city’s police over his
proposal for an independent review agency, a union-organized protest degenerated into
what the news media called a “riot,” as thousands of police officers overwhelmed
barricades blocking the steps of City Hall.

“It was a very bad inning for the unions,” Christopher Dunn of the New York Civil
Liberties Union said. “Most people view that as being the incident that pushed civilian
oversight over the line.”
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“Tenting tonight, tenting tonight, tenting on the old camp ground ...”
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November 27, 1969:
Fast Against The War “Spread To Units
All Over Vitnam”

5

4 )
Nurse Lynda Van Devanter

Carl Bunin Peace History Dec 26 - Dec 3

Over one hundred members of the U.S. 71st Evacuation Hospital and the 44th Medical
Detachment at Pleiku, Vietham, organized a protest fast called the “John Turkey
movement.”

In Home Before Morning: The Story of an Army Nurse in Vietnam, nurse Lynda Van
Devanter recalled her change in attitude.

“Earlier in my tour, when | had heard about the war protesters, | had felt angry at
them for not supporting us. Now | wished | could march with them. . .

“Most others in Pleiku felt the same way.

“We even held our own Thanksgiving Day fast—the John Turkey movement — as a
show of support for those who were trying to end the war through protests and
moratoriums. We heard that the fast had spread to units all over Vietnam.”

The fast received considerable media coverage when Denise Murray, a nurse at
Pleiku and daughter of a distinguished admiral, made antiwar statements to the
press.

December 2, 1964:



10,000 Strike At UC Berkeley To Defend
Free Speech Rights

Jack Weinberg in police car.

Carl Bunin Peace History Nov 28 - Dec 4

Thousands who were part of the Berkeley Free Speech Movement gathered on the
steps of Sproul Hall, the administration building at that University of California campus,
to protest four students being disciplined for distributing political literature; Joan Baez
performed in support.

The next day, police arrested 773 who began a sit-in at Sproul Hall. 10,000 more
students then went on strike and shut down the school.

The Free Speech Movement had begun in October, when three thousand students
surrounded a police car for 36 hours.

Inside the car was a civil rights worker, Jack Weinberg, who had been arrested for
distributing political literature on the UC-Berkeley campus.

December 2, 1914:

Courage In The Face Of The Enemy:
One Member Of The German Parliament
Votes Against Imperial War

Carl Bunin Peace History Dec 26 - Dec 3



Karl Liebknecht was the only member of German Parliament to vote against war with
France and Britain.

He was arrested shortly thereafter and conscripted into the German Army. Refusing to
fight, Liebknecht served on the Eastern Front burying the dead.
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Karl Liebknecht

From: Spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk:

Karl Liebknecht, the son of Wilhelm Liebknecht, was born in Leipzig on 13th August,
1871. His father was one of Germany’s leading socialists who helped form the Social
Democratic Party in 1891.

Liebknecht studied law and political economy at Leipzig and Berlin where he was
converted to the ideas of Karl Marx.

After serving with the Imperial Pioneer Guards in Potsdam (1893-94), Liebknecht worked
as a lawyer in Westphalia before moving to Berlin in 1898.

Liebknecht became involved in smuggling socialist propaganda into Russia. He also
defended others in court who had been arrested and tried for this offence.

Liebknecht also wrote extensively against militarism and this resulted in him being
imprisoned for eighteen months in Glatz, Silesia.

In 1912 Liebknecht was elected to the Reichstag. On the left-wing of the Social
Democratic Party, Liebknecht was one of the main opponents of the party’s conservative
leadership.

Liebknecht was opposed to Germany’s patrticipation in the First World War and at the
end of 1914 joined with Rosa Luxemburg, Leo Jogiches, Paul Levi, Ernest Meyer, Franz



Mehring and Clara Zetkin to establish an underground political organization called
Spartakusbund (Spartacus League). The Spartacus League publicized its views in its
illegal newspaper, Spartacus Letters.

In January, 1915, Liebknecht, like the Bolsheviks in Russia, began arguing that
socialists should turn this nationalist conflict into a revolutionary war.

He was arrested and then conscripted into the German Army. Refusing to fight,
Liebknecht served on the Eastern Front burying the dead. His health deteriorated
and in October, 1915, he was allowed to return to Germany.

On 1st May, 1916, the Spartacus League decided to come out into the open and
organized a demonstration against the First World War in Berlin. Several of its leaders,
including Liebknecht were arrested and imprisoned.

They were not released until October, 1918, when Max von Baden granted an amnesty
to all political prisoners.

In January, 1919, Liebknecht joined with Rosa Luxemburg, Leo Jogiches and Clara
Zetkin in the Spartakist Rising that took place in Berlin.

Friedrich Ebert, the leader of the Social Democrat Party and Germany’s new chancellor,
called in the German Army and the Freikorps to bring an end to the rebellion. By 13th
January the rebellion had been crushed and most of its leaders, including Liebknecht
were arrested.

Karl Liebknecht was executed without trial on 15th January, 1919

December 4, 19609:
Black Panther Party Leaders Fred
Hampton And Mark Clark Assassinated
By Chicago Police

Fred Hampton



Chicago police remove the body of Fred Hampton, slain by police on Chicago’s west
side, Dec 4, 1969

Carl Bunin Peace History Nov 28 - Dec 4
(Remembrance by someone who worked with Deputy Chairman Fred Hampton)

Black Panther party leaders Fred Hampton and Mark Clark were assassinated by
Chicago Police officers with cooperation from the FBI.

Hampton had founded the lllinois chapter of the Black Panther Party at the age of 20.

He led in establishing the Breakfast for Children program and a free health clinic on the
west side of the City.

A main purpose of the Panthers was to resist police violence.

One of Hampton’s achievements was to persuade Chicago’s most powerful street gangs
to agree on a non-aggression pact.

FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover, however, considered the Panthers as “the greatest threat
to the internal security of the country.” The Panther party headquarters had been raided
three times with over 100 members arrested.

The Senate Intelligence Committee, led by Frank Church (D-ldaho), revealed in
1976 that William O’Neal, Hampton’s bodyguard, was an FBI informant who had
delivered an apartment floor-plan to the Bureau with an “X” marking the bed
where Hampton died.

About 100 shots were fired by the police, just one from the building.

The survivors, including Deborah Johnson, Hampton’s pregnant girlfriend, were
arrested and charged with attempting to murder the police.
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OCCUPATION PALESTINE

Heroic Zionist Occupation Forces
Open Fire On Unarmed Palestinian
Fishermen Off Gaza Coast, As Usual:
“The Israeli Navy Has Been Using New
Weapons Such As Guided Missiles To
Damage The Fishing Boats And Sink
Them”

‘Since the end of last year's Israeli offensive on Gaza, the Israeli navy has opened fire
on fishermen 7,036 times, wounding 28 fishermen and killing one’ [file photo]

16 November 2015 The Middle East Monitor
Israeli occupation forces opened fire on Palestinian fishermen off the Gaza coast
yesterday, causing all fishing boats to flee and leaving the fishing nets in the sea,

the Syndicate of Palestinian fishermen told QudsNet.

According to the Syndicate, no causalities were reported in the incident, but it reiterated
that the fishing nets “must have been damaged.”

In its report, QudsNet described the repeated Israeli strikes on Gazan fishermen as part
of “training” for Israel’s naval troops.



“Since the end of last year’s Israeli offensive on Gaza, the Israeli navy has opened
fire on fishermen 7,036 times, wounding 28 fishermen and killing one,” fisherman
Zakaria Baker told QudsNet.

Baker revealed that the Israeli navy has been using new weapons such as guided
missiles to damage the fishing boats and sink them. He also said that they intentionally
damage the fishing nets and make them unusable.

In addition, Baker added that the Israeli navy has blocked more than 90 fishing boats in
Ashdod Seaport, all of which were confiscated from fishermen during their work.

Baker said that the Israeli measures have pushed hundreds of fishermen to stop
working and thus caused hundreds of families to lose their source of income.

The head of the Association of Palestinian Fishermen, Mahfouz Al-Kabariti, spoke to
QudsNet and explained that the Israeli navy targets Palestinian fishermen for a variety of
reasons, including:

“Pushing fishermen to leave their profession, which is a good sources of income,
blackmailing fishermen who are arrested to get intelligence information and to keep the
fishermen away from the area which contains natural gas reserves.”

Al-Kabariti complained of the lack of official Palestinian, Arabic and international
solidarity with the Palestinian fishermen. He also complained of the lack of sustained
support from international NGOs, whose role is limited to relief efforts.

Al-Kabariti called on Palestinian, Arab and international officials, as well as NGO
executives, to put pressure on the Israeli occupation to stop its violations against
fishermen.

Dalia Nassar Narrowly Escaped
Death When She Was Shot By An

Israeli Sniper:
“Ill Be Back In The Demonstrations
And Clashes, Fighting For Palestine”
“The Activist Has Been A Strong

Advocate Of Social Justice And
Women’s Rights In Palestine”



Dalia Nassar

October 28, 2015 By: Al-Araby al-Jadeed; Window Into Palestine

“I've gotten used to the bullet inside me. It won’t stop me from taking part in the
resistance against Israeli occupation just like thousands of other Palestinians,” said
activist Dalia Nassar from her hospital bed in Ramallah.

On October 6, an Israeli sniper shot the graduate student in the chest, missing her heart
by millimetres.

Nassar had been taking part in clashes against Israeli security forces near the illegal
West Bank settlement of Beit El when the sniper’s bullet pierced her left lung and
became lodged in her spine.

The young saocialist joined the ongoing uprising when 19-year-old Muhannad al-Halabi
was Killed by Israeli police, after he allegedly fatally stabbed two Israelis in the Old City
of Jerusalem.

‘| saw that my colleagues who have to work after university to provide for their families
were the first to take to the streets against the Israeli occupation,” Nassar told al-Araby
al-Jadeed’s Arabic service.

“I knew then that | couldn’t just stand by and look on. | decided the time had come to
take serious action on the ground,” she added.

Nassar had been participating in protests and clashes with Israeli security forces since
the start of the recent escalation following Israeli incursions on Jerusalem’s al-Agsa
Mosque last month.

“I was involved in all the clashes throughout the first four days of the uprising until | was
shot, but | was sad because most of the time | was the only woman there,” the Birzeit
University student said.

‘I am now happy to see that more women are standing side by side with the men in the
fighting,” she added.



Nassar was born into politically active Christian family; her mother Maha was a member
the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, a leftist political party.

‘I am proud of my mum and | want to follow in her footsteps,” Nassar cheerfully said, in
spite of the intravenous tubes attached to her body.

“Some people think that because | am from a Christian family | have more freedom than
Muslim women but that’s not true. We all suffer from the same social restrictions,” she
said.

“At protests and clashes the men usually have a go at me. They ask me why | am there
and tell me they don’t want me around. But | knew things would change,” Nassar said.

The activist has been a strong advocate of social justice and women’s rights in
Palestine.

Nassar’s small room in the Palestine Medical Complex has become a congregation
place for her friends who come to see her every evening after the clashes die down.

In spite of her severely weakened state, Nassar has made it a habit to check on all the
other injured and wounded Palestinians, who have been pouring into the hospital every
day.

“As soon as | am better and come back from Jordan, where | will receive medical care,
I'll be back in the demonstrations and clashes, fighting for Palestine,” the defiant young
activist said with a smile.

Zionist Soldiers Attack Unarmed

Palestinian Ambulance Worker:
“During The Arrest, They Beat Him And
Broke Five Of His Ribs”

11.17.2015 by Amos Gvirtz, Occupation Magazine

On Saturday, 31st October, 2015, Ahmed Nassar stood with an ambulance near a
Palestinian demonstration, in front of the IDF base at Beit El.

An IDF jeep hit one of the demonstrators.

Ahmed and another ambulance crew member went to the wounded person in order to
treat him, and take him to hospital.

The IDF soldiers prevented them from doing so, and sprayed pepper gas at them. A
journalist covering the event was hurt too.



Two and a half days later (at 2:30 a.m.) IDF soldiers came to Ahmed’'s home to arrest
him.

During the arrest, they beat him and broke five of his ribs.

During his interrogation, it was claimed that he had thrown stones at soldiers in Beitunia
(where he lives).

When it was obvious that the charge was completely unfounded, he was released from
detention.

To check out what life is like under a murderous military occupation commanded
by foreign terrorists, go to:
http://lwww.palestinechronicle.com/

The occupied nation is Palestine. The foreign terrorists call themselves “Israeli.”
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