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Taliban Militants Attack Afghan 
Regime Security Compound In 
Kabul With Huge Truck Bomb 

And Guns On Tuesday: 
“The Facility Houses Agency 
Charged With Protecting Top 

Government Officials And Visiting 
Dignitaries” 

A Giant Insurgent “Spring Offensive” 
IED Also Hits Afghan Regime; 

“Tuesday’s Attack Was A Testament To 
The Strength Of The Taliban.  Security 
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Has Deteriorated In Kabul In The Past 
Year” 

 
 
April 20, 2016 By JESSICA DONATI And  EHSANULLAH AMIRI, Wall Street Journal & 
4.19.2016 by Waheed Massoud, Editor, BBC Afghan Service & AP [Excerpts] 
 [Excerpts] 
 
KABUL—Taliban militants attacked a government security compound in Kabul 
with a truck bomb and guns on Tuesday, killing at least 64 people and wounding 
347 others in the deadliest attack in the Afghan capital since August. 
 
The coordinated assault on the facility, which houses the agency charged with 
protecting top government officials and visiting dignitaries, took place just a week 
after the Taliban declared the start of their fighting season against the Afghan 
government and its Western allies. 
 



Taliban fighters detonated the explosives-packed minivan during morning rush 
hour, destroying the compound’s outer wall and enabling two Taliban fighters 
disguised in military uniforms to enter the agency’s offices and continue 
shooting, authorities said. 
 
Following the deployment of elite police units and hours of gunfire, the militants were 
killed. 
 
In a statement on its Pashto-language website, the Taliban said several militants 
successfully breached the defences of the National Directorate of Security, 
Afghanistan’s main spy agency which protects high-ranking government officials 
 
Tuesday’s bombing happened during the morning rush hour in Pul-e-Mahmud, a busy 
neighbourhood where homes, mosques, schools and businesses nestle close to the 
Ministry of Defence, other ministries and military compounds. 
 
A Kabul police spokesman, Abdul Basir Mujahid, said government security forces were 
working to secure other areas of the capital where despite heavy fortifications and 
checkpoints, the Taliban regularly succeed in carrying out attacks. 
 
The initial blast shook buildings more than a mile away and shattered windows for 
blocks. Some nearby buildings also collapsed under the force of the blast, trapping their 
residents in rubble. 
 
Hospitals around the capital were inundated with casualties, many of them civilians, with 
the health ministry saying most of the wounded suffered light injuries from flying 
shrapnel and debris. 
 
A majority of the 65 patients admitted at a military hospital for treatment were 
employees of the protection unit. 
 
The Associated Press quoted a police officer as saying it was one of the most powerful 
explosions he had ever heard, and he could not see or hear anything for 20 minutes 
after. 
 
Mr. Mujahid said Tuesday’s attack was a testament to the strength of the Taliban, 
not the weakness of the police and army. 
 
“If we prevent a dozen attacks, one takes place successfully, because we’re in a 
fight with a strong enemy,” he said. 
 
A tweet from President Ghani’s office’s official account suggested the attack 
"clearly shows the enemy’s defeat in face-to-face battle with ANSDF" - the Afghan 
National Security and Defense Forces. 
 
But correspondents say that in fact the Taliban has gained in strength since the 
bulk of British, American and other NATO forces left in 2014. 
 
Security has deteriorated in Kabul in the past year, with U.S. security officials in 
Afghanistan recording more than 60 bombings in the second half of 2015, 
including an increase in the use of truck bombs. 



 
In August, three separate blasts killed more than 50 people and wounded hundreds of 
others. One of those attacks breached the outer walls of a U.S. Special Forces base, 
killing one service member. 
 
In December, a truck bomb hit compounds used by U.S. government contractors, 
flattening security walls and buildings, and leaving a 49-foot deep crater. Two people 
were killed and nearly 40 others were wounded. 
 
Fighting in Afghanistan typically subsides in the winter and escalates in the 
summer, when warmer weather makes it easier for the Taliban to mobilize fighters.  
But this year, fighting between government and insurgent forces continued in 
parts of the country during the winter months. 
 
The start of Taliban’s summer offensive has been marked by an escalation of 
attacks in Kunduz, which appears to be in danger of falling back under Taliban 
control. 
 
Taliban fighters held the city briefly last summer, the first time in 14 years it succeeded in 
seizing control of a major Afghan city. 
 

MORE: 
 

“The Taliban Targeted A Unit 
Responsible For Providing 

Security For Afghan Officials” 
World Class Stupid Liar “Commander 

Of NATO Forces In Afghanistan 
Claimed The Attack Was Proof That 
The Taliban Were Unable To Fight 

Afghan Forces Face To Face ‘On The 
Battlefield’” 

“However, The Taliban Are Openly 
Engaging Afghan Forces On The 



Battlefield On Multiple Fronts 
Throughout Afghanistan” 

 
April 19, 2016 by Bill Roggio, The Long War Journal. [Excerpts].  Bill Roggio is a Senior 
Fellow at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies and the Editor of The Long War 
Journal. 
 
The Taliban targeted a unit responsible for providing security for Afghan officials in a 
coordinated suicide assault in the Afghan capital today. 
 
The Taliban claimed credit for the deadly attack, in which at least 28 people were killed 
and more that 300 were wounded, according to reports on the ground. 
 
The Taliban took responsibility for the attack on its official propaganda outlet, Voice of 
Jihad, and said it was part of Operation Omari, the 2016 spring offensive named after 
Mullah Omar, its founder and first emir. 
 
The Taliban reported a suicide bomber detonated a vehicle at the gate, which allowed 
armed fighters to breach the compound.  This is a tactic that has been effectively 
employed by the Taliban and other jihadist groups throughout the world over the past 
decade. 
 
“Amid the ongoing ‘Omari’ annual campaign at around 09:00 am local time this 
morning, a martyrdom seeking unit of Islamic Emirate launched a heavy attack on 
10th directorate intelligence building located in PD1 of Kabul city,” the statement 
said. 
 
“The operation began when a martyrdom seeker detonated his explosives laden 
vehicle at the gate of the building, removing all barriers and killing the guards 
followed by a number of other martyrdom seekers rushing inside and engaging 
the remaining enemy targets.” 
 
The Taliban’s account was substantiated by press reporting from Afghanistan.   
According to TOLONews, the compound that was attacked belonged to a “Secret 
Service Unit tasked with protecting VIPs.” 
 
Afghan officials said the attack began when a suicide bomber detonated at the 
gate, and one or more Taliban fighters then penetrated the perimeter and began 
firing on the survivors inside the compound. 
 
At least 28 people were killed and 327 more were wounded, according to the Afghan 
Ministry of Public Health. 
 
The commander of NATO forces in Afghanistan claimed that the attack was proof 
that the Taliban were unable to fight Afghan forces face to face “on the 
battlefield.” 
 
“Today’s attack shows the insurgents are unable to meet Afghan forces on the battlefield 
and must resort to these terrorist attacks,” General John Nicholson, the commander of 



Resolute Support, NATO’s mission in Afghanistan, said in an email sent to The Long 
War Journal. 
 
However, the Taliban are openly engaging Afghan forces on the battlefield on 
multiple fronts throughout Afghanistan. 
 
In the south, the Taliban controls nearly half of Helmand province and has 
pressured Afghan forces to retreat from key district there. 
 
The provincial capital of Lashkar Gah is under siege. 
 
In the north, the Taliban launched a coordinated offensive in all seven districts of 
Kunduz just after announcing the commencement of Operation Omar last week.  
 
The Taliban are also fighting in the open in multiple provinces in the east and 
west. 
 

MORE: 
 

Taliban Launch Major Offensive 
To Capture Kunduz: 

“Concerns That The Battle Will 
Reach The City In The Near 

Future” 
“At Least 1,000 Taliban Fighters 
Launch Coordinated Attack On 

Security Check Posts” 
“It Is Four Days And Four Nights That 

We Are Fighting And They Are Attacking 
From Every Side" 

 
18 April 2016 by Tariq Majidi, TOLOnews 
 
Security officials in Kunduz said Monday they have pushed back a major onslaught by 
the Taliban in Chardara district, which is only eight kilometers south-west of Kunduz city. 
 



According to officials, at least 1,000 Taliban fighters launched a coordinated attack on 
various security check posts in the district but they faced strong retaliation on the part of 
Afghan security forces. 
 
The officials also said that 20 Taliban militants were killed in this battle. 
 
A local police commander in the district, Mohammad Amin, said the Taliban has used 
farm land and civilian houses as strongholds to fight security forces. 
 
He said: "Security in Chardara is related to security in Kunduz. They (Taliban) wanted to 
take control of Chardara." 
 
TOLOnews reporter, Tariq Majidi, who is reporting from Kunduz, said the security forces 
confirmed they destroyed a military tank used by the Taliban on Sunday night. 
 
Chardara is the closest district to Kunduz city, which has raised concerns that the battle 
will reach the city in the near future – if the resurgent Taliban is not pushed back. 
 
"There has been no change in defense lines of the security forces over the past four 
days that the militants are fighting against them," said district chief for Chardara, 
Mohammad Zalmai. 
 
According to officials, there are at least 10 check posts in Chardara – of varying sizes. 
 
Security officials also said some of the Taliban fighters came to the district from other 
provinces and other parts of Kunduz to fight security forces. 
 
"There are Pakistani fighters among the Taliban [that fight against Afghan security forces 
in Chardara.  Some of the fighters have come from Kandahar and Helmand provinces to 
fight the security forces and take control of the district," said Abdul Azim Andarabi, an 
army officer. 
 
"It is four days and four nights that we are fighting and they (militants) are attacking from 
every side," said Farid, a police officer. 
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IRAQ WAR REPORTS 
 
 

U.S. Government Sending More 
Troops To Iraq: 



Teams Would Embed With Iraqi Brigades 
And Battalions “At Greater Risk From 

Mortars And Rocket Fire” 
 
April 18, 2016 Lolita C. Baldor, The Associated Press [Excerpts] 
 
BAGHDAD — The U.S. has agreed to deploy more than 200 additional troops to Iraq 
and to send Apache helicopters for the first time into the fight against the Islamic State 
group in Iraq, U.S. defense officials said Monday. 
 
The decisions reflect weeks of discussions with commanders and Iraqi leaders, and a 
decision by President Obama to increase the authorized troop level in Iraq by 217 forces 
— or from 3,870 to 4,087. 
 
The new plan, expected for weeks, would mark the first major increase in U.S. forces in 
nearly a year. 
 
The increased military support comes as the U.S.-led coalition looks to better enable 
local Iraqi and Syrian forces to retake the key cities of Mosul in Iraq and Raqqa in Syria. 
 
The advise-and-assist teams — made up of about a dozen troops each — would embed 
with Iraqi brigades and battalions, putting them closer to the fight, and at greater risk 
from mortars and rocket fire. 
 
They would have security forces with them. 
 
Until now, U.S. advisers have worked with the Iraqis at the headquarters level, well 
back from the front lines. 
 
Speaking to U.S. troops at the airport in Baghdad, Defense Secretary Ash Carter also 
said he will send an additional rocket-assisted artillery system to Iraq.  The system is 
likely to be used by U.S. Army soldiers. 
 
Officials spoke about the plan on condition of anonymity because they weren’t 
authorized to discuss the matter publicly. 
 
At the same time, the costs of the war against ISIS, along with the plunge in the price of 
oil — which accounts for 95 percent of Iraq’s revenues — have caused an economic 
crisis, adding fresh urgency to calls for reform. Iraqi officials predict a budget deficit of 
more than $30 billion this year. 
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Baby Put On The U.S. 
Government’s Terrorist 

Watchlist: 
“‘Baby Doe’ Was Just Seven 

Months Old When He Was 
Designated A Potential Terrorist” 

“While Passing Through Airport 
Security, He Was Subjected To 

Extensive Searches, Pat Downs And 
Chemical Testing” 

“Neither The Baby, Nor His Parents, 
Have Ever Received An Explanation For 
Why He Was Placed On The Watchlist” 

 
April 12, 2016 By Sarah Lazare, AlterNet 
 
“Baby Doe” was just seven months old when he was designated a potential terrorist by 
the U.S. government. 
 
A U.S. citizen born to a Muslim-American family, the infant was at an airport when his 
“boarding pass was first stamped with the ‘SSSS’ designation,” indicating that he had 
been targeted for extra surveillance, according to a class-action lawsuit filed last week 
by the Michigan chapter of the Council on American-Islamic Relations (CAIR), a civil 
rights organization. 
 
“While passing through airport security, he was subjected to extensive searches, pat 
downs and chemical testing,” continues the class action, which was submitted alongside 
a separate injunctive suit, both filed by CAIR-MI with the Law Office of Gadeir Abbas and 
the firm Akeel & Valentine. 
 
“Every item in his mother’s baby bag was searched, including every one of his diapers.” 
 
Now that baby—whose identity is being protected—is a four-year-old toddler living in 
Alameda County, California.  He is among 18 plaintiffs seeking redress for "an injustice 



of historic proportions" allegedly committed against them—and thousands of nameless 
others—by the U.S. government’s overreaching terrorist watchlisting system. 
 
“Through extra‐judicial and secret means, the federal government is ensnaring 
individuals into an invisible web of consequences that are imposed indefinitely 
and without recourse as a result of the shockingly large federal watchlist that now 
include hundreds of thousands of individuals,” states the class action. 
 
The class action takes aim at the Selectee and No-Fly lists, as well as at the Terrorist 
Screening Database, which is housed under the "Terrorist Screen Center" of the FBI and 
operates as the U.S. government’s central terrorist watchlist. Numerous current and 
former employees of the Terrorist Screening Center were named and are being sued as 
individuals. 
 
Despite civil rights outcry, the federal watchlisting system has been steadily growing in 
recent years. 
 
Jeremy Scahill and Ryan Devereaux of the Intercept reported in 2014 that the Obama 
administration “has quietly approved a substantial expansion of the terrorist watchlist 
system, authorizing a secret process that requires neither ‘concrete facts’ nor ‘irrefutable’ 
evidence’ to designate an American or foreigner as a terrorist.” 
 
According to their reporting on leaked government materials, of the 680,000 people on 
the watchlist at the time, "more than 40 percent are described by the government has 
having ‘no recognized terrorist group affiliation.’” 
 
The class action lawsuit, meanwhile, claims that there have been more than 1.5 
million nominations to the federal watchlist since 2009 and that, in 2013 for 
example, the Terrorist Screening Center converted 98.96 percent of those 
nominations into watchlist placements." 
 
While the Department of Homeland Security was forced last year to make limited 
reforms to its No-Fly list policies, the class action charges that the federal watchlist 
remains "accountability free. 
 
“People placed on the federal watchlist have no means of removing themselves or 
challenging the basis for their inclusion.” 
 
Many Americans, including children, wind up on the watchlist based on "mere guesses, 
hunches, and conjecture and even simply based on matters of race, ethnicity, national 
origin, religion or the exercise of their constitutional rights,” the suit states. 
 
Inclusion can have drastic and harmful consequences, from inability to travel to forced 
closures of bank accounts to public humiliation and degradation. 
 
Numerous individuals have testified to CAIR-MI that federal authorities have sought to 
use the list to pressure them into becoming informants against their own communities. 
 
One plaintiff, Gulet Mohamed, charged in the suit that, while in Kuwait in 2010, he was 
abducted and then tortured and beaten for more than a week while blindfolded and 
handcuffed, with his interrogators directly citing his inclusion on the federal watchlist. 



 
As for Baby Doe, his mother has already filed for redress with the Department of 
Homeland Security and submitted a civil rights complaint with the TSA. 
 
Neither the baby, nor his parents, have ever received an explanation for why he 
was placed on the federal watchlist and “at no time was he or his parents offered 
a meaningful opportunity to contest his designation," the suit states. 
 
Lena Masri, a senior staff attorney for CAIR-MI, declared last week, "The terrorism 
watchlists are premised on the false notion that the government can somehow 
accurately predict whether an innocent American citizen will commit a crime in the future 
based on religious affiliation or First Amendment activities." 
 
How long will this list continue to haunt Baby Doe and the numerous other innocent 
people caught in its dragnet? 
 

 
 

FORWARD OBSERVATIONS 
 
 

 
 
“At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed.  Oh had 
I the ability, and could reach the nation’s ear, I would, pour out a fiery stream of 
biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. 
 
“For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder. 
 
“We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake.” 
 
“The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom they 
oppose.” 

 
Frederick Douglass, 1852 
 
 



The philosophers have only interpreted the world, in various ways; the point is to 
change it. 
-- Karl Marx, "Theses on Feuerbach" 

 
 

The Silent Wars 
 
From: Dennis Serdel 
To:  Military Resistance 
Subject: The Silent Wars 
Date: Apr 19, 2010 
 
By Dennis Serdel, Military Resistance 2010; Vietnam 1967-68 (one tour) Light Infantry, 
Americal Div. 11th Brigade; United Auto Workers GM Retiree 
 

**************************************************************** 
 
      The Silent Wars 
 
What are they fighting for 
Land and it’s riches 
what kind of riches 
Oil Minerals Natural Gas 
What else are they fighting for 
Positioning in the world 
So that’s why the wars are 
on the other side of earth Yes 
Looks like a big country 
picking on a smaller one again 
You mean like Vietnam Yes 
a long time ago 
Their people just listen 
but all they hear is silence 
Yes they have their own problems 
many live hand to mouth 
they are in a rich depression 
Many go to work while 
others sit at home eating food stamps 
Their government keeps 
them poor so they will just 
think of their own problems 
and keep disconnected 
to the silent wars beyond 
Some have lost their houses 
the rich banks took them away 
Why does their rich government 
keep them alive 
while so many are broken 
It’s some sort of distraction 



just their own silent wars 
the wars on TV mean nothing 
to them 
Many have died 
they die in their streets 
they die in their cars 
in the rich man’s prisons 
men surrounded by walls 
so their screaming can’t be heard 
silence is torture 
silence is death 
 
                       written by Dennis Serdel for Military Resistance Apr 19, 2010 
 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 

Tiananmen Square: 
April 21, 1989: Honorable Anniversary 
Pissed Off People Rise Up Against A 

Corrupt Government Of Tyrants, 
Exploiters And Oppressors 

 



 
Carl Bunin Peace History April 16-22 
 
Six days after the death of Hu Yaobang, the deposed reform-minded leader of the 
Chinese Communist Party, some 100,000 students from more than 40 universities 
gathered at Beijing’s Tiananmen Square to commemorate Hu, voice their discontent with 
China’s authoritative communist government, and call for greater democracy. 
 
Ignoring government warnings of violent suppression of any mass demonstration, 
the students were joined by workers, intellectuals, and civil servants. 
 

 

April 21, 1856: Brilliant Anniversary 
“The First Organized Workers In The 

World To Achieve An Eight-Hour 
Workday” 

 
Carl Bunin Peace history April 20-26 
 
Stonemasons and other construction workers on building sites around Melbourne, 
Australia, stopped work and marched from the University of Melbourne to Parliament 
House. 
 
They advocated eight hours for work, eight hours for recreation, and eight hours for rest. 
 
Their direct action protest was a success, becoming the first organized workers in the 
world to achieve an eight-hour workday, inspiring the celebration of Labor Day and May 
Day. 
 

 

April 22, 1992: 
Honorable Anniversary: 

Serbs Stand Up Against A Politician’s 
Plan For War: 

“When The New Conscript Reached 
Barracks His Unit Had Already Split In 
Two – Between Those Who Agreed To 



Go To The Front And Those Who Were 
Refusing” 

 
Carl Bunin Peace History April 16-22 
 
June 1994 By Ivan Vejvoda, New Internationalist [Excerpt] 
 
It may come as a surprise to many Westerners that there was a large, spontaneous 
opposition within Serbia and Montenegro to the war waged by the Milosevic regime. 
 
Mostly it took the form of resisting conscription into the armed forces.  In Belgrade only 
10 per cent responded to the call-up to what was then, in 1991, still the Yugoslav 
People’s Army (JNA). 
 
Thousands of young conscripts went into ‘internal exile’ hiding with friends and 
relatives.  The latter would ignore knocks at the door so as to avoid receiving the 
call-up orders.  Thousands of potential conscripts left the country and headed for 
Britain, France, Germany, Holland and Greece.  Visas were not needed then – as 
they are today. 
 
Even among those who did obey the draft, there was resistance.  The story of young 
Miroslav Milenkovic from a small town in Serbia is a poignant example of the dilemma 
faced by many. 
 
When the new conscript reached barracks his unit had already split in two – 
between those who agreed to go to the front and those who were refusing. 
 
Milenkovic went from one group to another, not knowing which group of friends and 
relatives to side with.  At one point he stopped and, standing between the two groups, 
took his rifle and shot himself. 
 

 

April 23, 1971: 
Above And Beyond 

 
1968 



 
 

 
 
Carl Bunin Peace History April 20-26 
 
In the final event of Operation Dewey Canyon III, nearly 1,000 Vietnam War 
veterans threw their combat ribbons, helmets, and uniforms on the Capitol steps 
along with toy weapons. 



 

 
 

CLASS WAR REPORTS 
 
 

“On March 31, 1 Million People 
Took To The Streets To 

Demonstrate Their Opposition To 
A New Labor Reform Law 

Proposed By French President 
François Hollande” 

“More Austerity, Discrimination And 
Racism--Enough Is Enough” 

“The Dam Is Breaking, And The People 
Are In The Streets” 

 
A Nuit Debout protest fills the streets of Paris (Nicholas Vigier) 

 
April 12, 2016 by Olivier Besançenot and François Sabado, Socialist Worker 
 
A new round of mass protests is shaking France under the slogan "Nuit Debout" (Up All 
Night).  [Wrong.  Nuite = Night.  Debout = Stand Up = Stand Up At Night.  T] 
 



The nightly demonstrations, similar in some ways to the Indignado protests in Spain in 
2011 and the Occupy movement in the U.S., follow several massive mobilizations to 
protest the government’s plan to rewrite the country’s labor laws. 
 
This change in the political climate comes after a whole period when momentum was 
with the right. The left and unions have been on the defensive in recent years as the 
Socialist Party government, led by President François Hollande, has adopted neoliberal 
policies that exacerbated economic stagnation. Unemployment has remained above 9 
percent since 2009--in January, it stood at 10.2 percent. 
 
Following the Charlie Hebdo killings and the November terrorist attacks in Paris, 
mainstream parties, from the ruling Socialists to the far-right National Front party, have 
whipped up a wave of anti-immigrant racism and Islamophobia, leading to 
unprecedented levels of vigilante violence and police sweeps, all under the guise of a 
virtually permanent state of emergency. Most worrying of all, the National Front won 
more than 27 percent of the total vote in regional elections in November, taking in 6.8 
million votes. 
 
So the signs of a new resistance are welcome. Olivier Besançenot and François Sabado 
are members of the New Anticapitalist Party (NPA). Besancenot has twice run for 
president as a revolutionary socialist, winning approximately 1.5 million votes both times. 
Today, he works in the post office, appears regularly on French television and is an 
author. Sabado is a veteran writer and organizer on the French revolutionary left. 
 
In this article originally published at the NPA’s website and translated here by Todd 
Chretien, Besancenot and Sabado explain what’s changed in the French political and 
social situation to make this movement possible. 
 

************************************************************************************ 
On March 31, 1 million people took to the streets to demonstrate their opposition to a 
new labor reform law proposed by French President François Hollande of the ruling 
Socialist Party. 
 
Previously, on March 9, around 500,000 people protested in more than 250 towns and 
cities across the country.  This represents a national popular mobilization comprised of 
youth, retirees, workers, high school and university students, truck drivers and more.  
The most important feature is the emergence of a new generation participating not only 
in school and campus protests and strikes, but also in workplace and union actions. 
 
Make no mistake, even if the movement expresses itself differently in each country, 
there is a commonality between the millions of young people who occupied the centers 
of Spain’s biggest cities under the banner of the Indignados, those participating in the 
new left-wing Podemos party, and the youth who took part in the Occupy Wall Street 
movement in the United States. This new round of youth radicalization was also 
expressed in the anti-climate change protests [which had to defy governmental bans 
imposed in the wake of the November terrorist attacks] at the international COP 21 
conference in Paris last December. 
 
What unites and brings together all of these struggles is that they constitute the first 
rejection of the government’s labor reform law, which represents a threat on the scale of 
an "atomic bomb" to a wide range of rights and social gains. 



 
The governmental left is daring to carry out what the most reactionary right never had 
the nerve to try: Namely, the destruction of the Labor Code--laws, decrees, regulations--
won over the course of dozens of struggles and social conflicts to protect workers from 
capitalist exploitation. 
 
Until now, the provisions of the Labor Code have taken precedence over corporate 
agreements, individual employment contracts, waivers and even the new Labor Law--
sometimes called El Khomri’s Law after the Socialist Party Minister of Labor, Myriam El 
Khomri. 
 
The proposed changes would reverse the hierarchy of social norms, subordinating social 
rights to the "proper functioning of the company." 
 
Thus, based on the bosses’ goodwill and blackmailed by unemployment, local 
agreements between management and workers will set the length of the workday, 
wages and layoffs without reference to some existing regulations. 
 
The end of the 35-hour workweek will force employees to work longer for less. 
 
And if profits fall, the boss can increase hours while holding wages down over the 
course of a year.  In other words, the new reform means making every aspect of 
work precarious. 
 
Taking all this into account, the powerful reactions of the labor movement and youth are 
easy to understand. 
 
The government should take heed when polls show that 70 percent of the French 
population opposes the bill, and a petition on social media has already gathered more 
than 1.2 million signatures. 
 
Since then, the movement has taken off because people are not only angry about the 
labor reform, but are also rising up against the long-term impact of the capitalist crisis: 
the explosion of inequality, social injustice, austerity policies, basing economic life on 
capitalist profitability and competition, and production’s blind destruction of the 
environment. 
 
These socioeconomic grievances have merged with demands in defense of democracy 
and against a now-failed constitutional amendment proposed by Hollande that 
threatened to strip citizenship from those accused of terrorism--a proposal that would 
only serve to stigmatize a whole section of the immigrant population. 
 
More austerity, discrimination and racism--enough is enough.  The dam is breaking, and 
the people are in the streets! 
 
And new forms of struggles are being developed, such as occupations of symbolic 
locations after big protests. Thousands of youth are taking part in an initiative called "Up 
All Night" ("Nuit debout" in French) in the Place de la République--the central square in 
Paris. In response to a call launched by a collective of journalists, intellectuals and 
activists, thousands of people without any union or political affiliation have joined in, 



occupying the squares and discussing politics for many hours. Now these thousands of 
youth have decided to keep going. 
 
All in all, this movement may take on a new dimension as it is embedded in a new 
conjunction of social and political crisis.  
 
This movement of the youth and the labor movement comes at a time when Hollande 
and the government are as weak as they have ever been. Hollande was forced to retreat 
and cancel his proposed constitutional amendment regarding citizenship. But suddenly, 
for thousands of young people and workers, this retreat may lead to demands for more 
instead of demobilization. 
 
In effect, this is developing into a showdown between the government and the youth, 
workers and unions who reject the bill. 
 
For its part, the government has succeeded in partially dividing labor by securing the 
support of the CFDT (the French Confederation of Democratic Labor). But a majority of 
the trade unions--the CGT (General Confederation of Workers), FO (Workers Force), 
FSU (United Union Federation) and Solidaires (or SUD--United Democratic Solidarity)--
continues to demand the withdrawal of the labor reform law, emboldened by widespread 
support among workers. 
 
In the meantime, parliamentary debate on the bill will go on until June, and some sort of 
legislative "accident" cannot be excluded whereby the government fails to even support 
its own proposal, thus opening up a national political crisis. 
 
More protests are scheduled for the coming weeks. This movement is going to continue, 
deepen and harden, raising the potential for a showdown with the government. It poses 
the question of how to articulate the links between a generalized movement that 
mobilizes the majority of the population with these new forms of struggle--in particular, 
the occupation of public places and specific areas, and blockades that disrupt business 
as usual. How can united trade union action and forms of self-organization of the youth 
and workers be combined? 
 
How can we restore the strength and credibility, not only of the national strike days, but 
also put forward a perspective for prolonged strikes if the government does not withdraw 
the draft labor reform?  These are the questions we must now face. 
 
 

YOUR INVITATION: 
Comments, arguments, articles, and letters from service men 
and women, and veterans, are especially welcome.  Write to Box 
126, 2576 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10025-5657 or email 
contact@militaryproject.org:  Name, I.D., withheld unless you 
request publication.  
 
Same address to unsubscribe. 
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DANGER: CAPITALISTS AT WORK 
 
 

 
 

 
 

OCCUPATION PALESTINE 
 
 

Lying, Thieving Zionist Officials 
Use Heritage And Tourism To 

Pave Way For Grabbing 
Palestinian Land And 

Destroying Their Homes: 
“They Are A Monster Making 

These Families’ Lives A Misery” 
“It’s Not Just A House That Is Being 

Destroyed But My Whole Life” 



“Israel Forced Us Out Of Our Original 
Homes And We Rebuilt Our Lives Here In 
East Jerusalem.  Now Israel Is Hounding 

Us Out Of Our Homes All Over Again” 

 
A Palestinian shed is demolished near Jerusalem’s Old City in an area deemed a 

national park (AFP) 
 
13 April 2016 by Jonathan Cook, Middle East Eye 
 
JERUSALEM - On the planning map of Jerusalem, the aerial view of Aref Totanji’s 
home is obscured by green ink, part of a swath of colour besieging the walls of 
the Old City on every side. 
 
Over the past decade, these coloured zones have spread over the map of East 
Jerusalem, creating a patchwork that engulfs ever more Palestinian 
neighbourhoods close to the Old City. 
 
The green ink may look innocuous on paper, but for 50-year-old Totanji it signals 
the impending arrival of bulldozers to demolish his one-storey house, leaving the 
family of 16 - including a seven-month-old granddaughter - homeless. 
 
As Israeli authorities declare “national parks” over residential areas, thousands of 
Palestinians living in overcrowded neighbourhoods close by Jerusalem’s Old City 
are being trapped in a similar planning nightmare. 
 



Planners and human-rights group accuse the Israeli authorities of increasingly 
using such parks as a tool to grab control of Palestinian land and demolish 
homes, under the guise of archaeological preservation and tourism development. 
 
Enass Masri, a field researcher for Bimkom, a group of planning experts helping 
Palestinians negotiate Israel’s labyrinthine planning system, said the goal of national 
parks in Israel was to protect green spaces and heritage sites but that this policy had 
gone awry. 
 
“Uniquely in East Jerusalem, the national parks include residential areas,” she told 
Middle East Eye. 
 
“They are a monster making these families’ lives a misery.” 
 

 
 
A court order written in Hebrew - a language Totanji does not understand - 
demands that the family vacate their four-room house by 10 April. 
 
He lost an appeal last month. 
 
“It’s not just a house that is being destroyed but my whole life,” he told MEE. 
 
“When the soldiers came recently to warn me to move my belongings out before 
they begin work on the demolition, I asked them: “Where am I supposed to move 
them to? We have nowhere else to go.” 
 



The Jerusalem municipality, said Bimkom, had been seeking to transfer control over a 
growing number of Palestinian neighbourhoods to an ostensibly environmental agency 
called the Israel Nature and Parks Authority. 
 
The consequences for Palestinians living in these parks was devastating, said Masri, 
because this process makes demolitions easier to secure. 
 
Such a loss of areas of open land in East Jerusalem to national parks is stripping 
Palestinians of any hope in future housing for the next generation. 
 
Jeff Halper, of the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions, told MEE: “The 
national parks are a great way for Israel to conceal its real agenda. They are seen 
as a good thing - ecological and benign.  “It’s much less easy to understand that 
they constrict Palestinian development, fragment Palestinian living space, and 
justify house demolitions.” 
 
Some 13 other families live alongside Totanji in the Sawaneh district, next to the 
Palestinian neighbourhood of Wadi al-Joz.  They discovered only two years ago that 
they were living in the Jerusalem City Walls Park, even though it was officially 
established four decades ago. 
 
It was the first park to be declared after Israel occupied East Jerusalem, in violation of 
international law, in 1967.  But only in the past year have the residents noticed Israeli 
officials taking any interest in their neighbourhood.  Regular surveys have been carried 
out and inspectors have issued clean-up orders. 
 
Totanji’s neighbours, Nureddin and Sharif Amro - two brothers who are blind - had parts 
of their homes demolished last year, including a kitchen, sitting area, garden wall, and 
chicken coop.  Electricity cables and sewage pipes were also damaged. 
 
 

“The Settlers Are Keen To Get This Area” 
 
All the families have been warned that they are in the way of a planned “Bible Trail”, 
running along the eastern edge of the Jerusalem City Walls Park. 
 
The land on which the homes is built is privately owned by two Palestinian families.  No 
suggestion has been made that there are archaeological remains, under either the 
homes in Sawaneh or in a large green space close by that also falls within the national 
park. 
 
The families suspect that the authorities may be targeting their area now because it 
includes the last large parking space within walking distance of the Old City. The space 
is used by coaches that bring thousands of Palestinians to pray at the al-Aqsa mosque 
on Fridays.  Nureddin Amro, principal of a school for the blind in Jerusalem, said the 
Parks Authority appeared to be more interested in developing what he termed “settler 
tourism” at Sawaneh. 
 
“The authorities are preparing to create a network of paths and tourism centres here to 
connect between the settlements and the Old City,” he said.  “The settlers are keen to 



get this area.  ”He noted that extremist settler groups had expressed a desire to destroy 
the al-Aqsa mosque, inside the Old City, and replace it with a Jewish temple. - 
 
The homes in Sawaneh are located in a valley below the Mount of Olives, at the 
northern end of the Valley of Gethsemane, where Jesus supposedly prayed with his 
disciples the night before his crucifixion.  Tourism projects proposed by the residents, 
including the construction of a hotel at the site, have been summarily rejected, according 
to the families. 
 
“It’s not really about tourism. It’s about the kind of tourism that forces us out of our 
homes,” said Amro. 
 
The residents live only a short distance from the Palestinian neighbourhood of Silwan, in 
the same Jerusalem City Walls Park.  There settlers have been given licence to take 
over homes and excavate an archaeological park, called the City of David, under and 
around the houses.  Silwan has also become a flashpoint, with regular clashes between 
Palestinian residents, on the one hand, and settler groups and the Israeli police, on the 
other.  Silwan’s residents say the Israeli authorities are keen to take over the area 
because their homes reach to the walls below the al-Aqsa mosque compound. 
 
The Parks Authority’s goal, according to its website, is “to protect nature and heritage 
sites and care for them for the benefit of the public”.  In a 2012 report, Bimkom noted 
that the declaration of a national park was “an extreme measure (that) should be applied 
only in unequivocal cases in which natural heritage considerations take absolute 
priority”. 
 
But Masri said the Jerusalem municipality had preferred to transfer its green spaces and 
Palestinian residential areas to the Parks Authority as a way to bypass normal planning 
rules. 
 
 

“The Parks Authority Is Pushing Aggressively For These Homes To Be 
Destroyed” 

 
As a national body, the Parks Authority is not required to take into account the welfare of 
East Jerusalem’s residents in its decisions.  It also has the power to evict Palestinians 
without confiscating their land, thereby avoiding court challenges over ownership and 
demands for compensation.  The use of environmental or touristic justifications for 
demolishing Palestinian homes or limiting development was also less likely to attract 
censure from the international community.  Samer Ersheid, a lawyer representing the 
Sawaneh families, said Palestinian areas of Jerusalem were denied master plans, 
making it all but impossible to gain building permits. 
 
“This places families inside the national parks in a particularly difficult situation.  The 
Parks Authority is pushing aggressively for these homes to be destroyed and the chance 
of delaying or reversing the demolition orders is much harder,” Ersheid told MEE. 
 
Close ties between the Parks Authority and leading settler groups are an open secret. 
 
Shaul Goldstein, who was formerly the head of the large Gush Etzion settlement bloc in 
the West Bank, has been the head of the organisation since 2011. The head of the Park 



Authority’s Jerusalem office is Evyatar Cohen, who was previously a senior official in 
Elad, the main settler organisation active in Silwan.  “Under this arrangement, the 
settlers become agents of the Parks Authority and that gives them all sorts of extra 
powers, independently of the government, municipality and police,” said Halper. 
 
He added: “The creation of tourism projects in these national parks is also a very 
effective way to bring Jews from Israel and from overseas to help legitimate the settlers’ 
activities.  ”Neither the Parks Authority nor the Jerusalem municipality was available for 
comment.  In a lecture in 2006, Cohen stated that the goal of East Jerusalem’s national 
parks was to prevent the obliteration of the city’s landscape and its flora, and restore its 
“former glory”. 
 
However, other official statements have suggested other rationales.  At a meeting 
of the National Parks Council in 2003, Jerusalem’s city engineer, Uri Shitrit, 
admitted that the use of national parks was likely to create “constant 
confrontation” with local residents. 
 
However, he added that they were helpful in areas that were “inhabited by a 
hostile population, which is continually growing” – a reference to the city’s 
Palestinians. 
 
 

“These Homes Were Built Long Before Israel Came Here Or The National 
Park Was Declared” 

 
When Jerusalem’s outline was agreed a year later, in 2004, Israeli officials observed that 
“massive governmental intervention” would be needed if planning objectives were to 
guarantee a strong Jewish majority of 60 percent in the city.  According to Bimkom, the 
national parks are playing a key role in meeting that demographic target. 
 
Areas like Sawaneh, said Halper, were also the final territorial pieces creating a belt of 
Jewish control encircling the Old City. 
 
In a recent report, the International Crisis Group noted that this belt was intended to 
create a “firewall … preventing a withdrawal (by Israel) from the city’s core” in the event 
of a peace agreement. 
 
East Jerusalem has long been claimed by Palestinians as the capital of a future 
Palestinian state.  But Israel has annexed East Jerusalem and claims it as its “united 
and eternal capital”. 
 
Efrat Cohen-Bar, a planner with Bimkom, said Israel had so far declared two national 
parks in East Jerusalem, and had another large one awaiting approval on Mount 
Scopus. 
 
The new park, which is on Palestinian land, would block any future development of the 
neighbourhoods of Issawiya and A-Tur, she said. 
 
But Bimkom has also seen a version of the Jerusalem master-plan showing another 
three national parks close to the Old City that were not included on the officially 
published map. 



 
“From the activities we see on the ground, we strongly suspect that these areas are 
being prepared for a time in the future when they will be declared national parks,” she 
told MEE. 
 
Cohen-Bar cited the destruction last week by the Parks Authority of a privately owned 
playground in Silwan just outside the existing Jerusalem Walls national park. The 
original master-plan, she said, indicated that the area where the playground was built 
would eventually be included in an extension to the park. 
 
The US State Department expressed concern last week at what it called “a damaging 
trend of demolitions, displacement and land confiscation" in East Jerusalem and the 
West Bank. 
 
For East Jerusalem’s families, who have resisted waves of Israeli expansion, fears are 
high that the growth of the national parks could see them lose the battle for good. 
 
Nureddin Amro, of Sawaneh, pointed out that it would not be the first time his 
family - and many of the others - had been displaced. 
 
“These homes were built long before Israel came here or the national park was 
declared,” he said. 
 
“Israel forced us out of our original homes and we rebuilt our lives here in East 
Jerusalem.  Now Israel is hounding us out of our homes all over again.” 
 

 

Occupation Force Fires On 
Unarmed Palestinian Fishermen 

Despite Expanded Fishing 
Zone: 

One Man Wounded; 
“According To Witnesses, Both 
Incidents Took Place Within The 

Designated Fishing Zone” 
“Palestinian Fishermen Regularly Report 
Israeli Naval Forces Harass Them, Shoot 



At Them, And Seize Their Boats Well 
Within The Authorized Zone” 

 
April 9, 2016 By Haggai Matar and Michael Schaeffer Omer-Man, +972 
 
One Palestinian fisherman is reportedly wounded by Israeli navy fire, four are arrested 
and their boats seized. 
 
The size of the zone where Israel allows Gazans to fish changes at the whims of Israeli 
military commanders and politicians, who have in the past openly discussed how they 
use it as collective punishment. 
 
The Israeli navy opened fire on unarmed Palestinian fishermen off the coast of the 
northern Gaza Strip Saturday morning.  No injuries were reported. 
 
On Friday Israeli naval forces arrested four Palestinian fishermen off the southern 
Gaza coast. Israel released three of the four men Saturday morning. 
 
The fourth, who was reportedly wounded by naval gunfire, was expected to be 
released later in the day. 
 
According to witnesses cited by both the Ma’an and Wafa news agencies, both incidents 
took place within the designated fishing zone. 
 
Earlier this week the Israeli army expanded the area in which it permits Palestinians to 
fish from six to nine nautical miles off the coast. Palestinians are still not allowed to 
venture more than six nautical miles off the coast in the northern half of the Strip. 
 
The limitations affect the amount and types of fish that can be caught, and results in 
overfishing within the permitted areas. 
 
According to the Oslo Accords which created the systems that defined the 
mechanisms according to which the Israeli military rules Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza, Israel agreed to allow fishermen in Gaza to operate freely in a 
zone extending 20 nautical miles off the coast. 
 
The Israeli army has not abided by that commitment for the past decade. 
 
Israeli authorities first shrunk the zone to 10 nautical miles, then three nautical 
miles. As part of a cease-fire agreement with Hamas after the 2014 Gaza war, 
however, Israel agreed to expand the zone to six nautical miles. 
 
The size of the permitted fishing zone changes at the whim of Israeli military 
commanders and politicians, who have in the past openly discussed how they use it as 
collective punishment against civilians in response to rocket fire from armed groups. 
 
Sometimes Israeli naval forces simply announce via loudspeakers that they are reducing 
the size of the zone on a given day. 
 



Palestinian fishermen regularly report that Israeli naval forces harass them, shoot 
at them, and seize their boats well within the authorized zone. 
 
Even when the army admits shooting Palestinian fishermen inside the zone, 
nobody is held accountable. 
 

 

Heroic Zionist Occupation Troops 
Bury Palestinian’s Farm Under 

Rubble And Sand: 
“The Land Is Frequently Targeted By 
Israeli Colonists And Soldiers In An 

Attempt To Illegally Occupy It” 

 
IMEMC News 

 
April 11, 2016 IMEMC News 
 
Israeli soldiers invaded, Monday morning, a Palestinian agricultural land in the al-Khader 
town, south of Bethlehem, and dumped rubble and sand on the plants. 
 
The land is close to the illegal ‘Daniel’ colony. 
 
Ahmad Salah, coordinator of the Popular Committee against the Wall and Settlements in 
al-Khader, said the soldiers placed the rubble and sand on the land that belongs to 
Ibrahim Hasan Khreisha. 
 
Salah added that the total size of this farmland is eight Dunams (1.976 Acres), and that 
the soldiers did this act without any reason or prior notice. 
 
The land in question is frequently targeted by Israeli colonists and soldiers in an 
attempt to illegally occupy it, to pave a road and make it part of the nearby Daniel 
colony, built on Palestinian lands. 



 
 

To check out what life is like under a murderous military occupation commanded 
by foreign terrorists, go to: 

http://www.maannews.net/eng/Default.aspx and 
http://www.palestinemonitor.org/list.php?id=ej898ra7yff0ukmf16 

The occupied nation is Palestine.  The foreign terrorists call themselves “Israeli.” 

 
 

DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Military Resistance Looks Even Better Printed Out 
Military Resistance/GI Special are archived at website 

http://www.militaryproject.org . 
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