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HMM... THIS
ONE NEEDS
O REFRESH-
ING, TOO!

EpiT!

o

SLow
DOWN!

B

HEY, FOLKS, REMEMBER THIS
DAILY STRIP FROM JUST BE-
FORE WE INVADED IRAQ?

OF COURSE NOT!

BUT CHECK OUT THE PUNCH-

LINE! IN 2003, THE THOUGHT

OF BEING STUCK IN IRAQ

FOR UP TO SEVEN YEARS

WAS RIDICULOUS - A SURE-
FIRE LAUGH!

"

BUT 13 YEARS LATER,
WE'RE STILL FIGHT-
ING IN IRAQ ANP
AFGHANISTAN! THE
PUNCHLINE JUST
DOESN'T WORK ANY-
MORE!

2NEG 0 Tradeas

Uil Uik

5-01

SOLUTION? BEFORE REPRINTING
A STRIP LIKE THIS, WE SUBTLY
TWEAK THE PDIALOGUE, RESTOR~
ING THE ORIGINAL HUMOR!

30 YEARS?
THAT'S Hi-
LARIOUS!

W Jootesisty o

[Perfect timing by Phil Gasper, who sent this in.]

SEE? UPDATED
PUNCHLINES - IT'5
THE POONESBURY
PIFFERENCE!
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IRAQ WAR REPORTS

U.S. Navy Seal Killed By IS During

Attack:
Nl sl ami c State Broke T

Front-Li ne Positi ono
nThe Americans Were Two To Three
Miles Behind That Front Line Before The
Attacko

May 3, 2016 Robert Burns and Susannah George, The Associated Press & By PAUL
SONNE in Stuttgart, Germany and MATT BRADLEY in Beirut [Excerpts]

STUTTGART, Germany 8 The combat death Tuesday of a U.S Navy SEAL who was
advising Kurdish forces in Iraq coincides with a gradually deepening American role in
fighting a resilient Islamic State, even as the Iraqis struggle to muster the military and
political strength to defeat the militants.

The Associated Press later identified the special operations member as Charlie Keating
V.

As described by an Iragi Kurdish intelligence officer, Lt. Col. Manav Dosky, Tuesday's
Islamic State attack was launched on Teleskof, about 14 miles north of Mosul, just after
6 a.m.

The Amer i can s edeathioccerredrdermdaesurgrise Islamic State attack
on the town of Tal Asgaf, said Jawad Habib, a colonel with a mostly Christian militia
fighting Islamic State in northern Iragods Nineve

Islamic State deployed vehicle-borne improvised explosive devices, bombers and
ground forces, forcing allied Peshmerga and Christian fighters to retreat, he said.

The Islamic State broke through the Kurds' front-line position with a barrage of
armored Humvees and bulldozers, Dosky said, and clashes killed at least three
Kurdish peshmerga fighters. The SEAL was among Americans advising the
peshmerga during that battle.

Maj. Gen. Jaber Yawer, a Kurdish peshmerga spokesman, told The Associated Press
that the American was killed by IS sniper fire during an IS attack that also involved a
number of car bombs.



A U.S. defense official, speaking on condition of anonymity because he wasn't
authorized to discuss the incident publicly, said the American was killed with small arms
fire, suggesting that Islamic State fighters likely came within a few hundred yards of the
U.S. forces.

The Americans were two to three miles behind that front line before the attack was
launched, the official added.

The special warfare operator was killed around 9:33 a.m. local time from a gunshot
wound, according to two defense officials.

Defense Secretary Ash Carter said "it is a combat death" at a Tuesday press
conference.

In testimony to the U.S. Senate last week, the defense secretary affirmed that
American troops were in combat, despitet he Whi te Houseds emphasis o
advise-and-assi st capacity. Al think we need to say t

MORE:

"There Were Bullets

Everywhereo
Navy SEAL Killed Was Sucked Into

A Hellish Fight:
NTuesdayodos Attack Was
Most Ambitious Operations In
Monthso

NThey Pinned Down About
Ameri can Combat Advi s

May 4, 2016 by Andrew Tilghman, Military Times [Excerpts]

The Navy SEAL killed in Iraq Tuesday was part of
extract a team of American combat advisers who came under attack from Islamic State
militants in Iraq's Kurdish region.

At 7:50 a. m. , u. S. military commanders received
ordered Special Warfare Operator 1st Class Charlie Keating IV and the quick reaction
force to enter the fight and help extract the Americans.



Keating and his unit arrived in the village and found a fierce fight with Kurdish and
American troops in close-quarters combat.

Keating was a safe distance from the town of Tel Askuf at 7:30 a.m. when about 125
ISIS fighters descended on the village, maneuvering in small units with 20 armed
vehicles and several truck bombs, a defense official said on Wednesday.

They pinned down about a dozen American combat advisers there for a one-day mission
to meet with Kurdish peshmerga fighters who maintain several combat outposts near
ISIS-controlled territory.

"There were bullets everywhere, 0 sbhasedd Ar my Col

spokesmen for the U.S. Def ense Desepfdhisgment . iHe

battle. Whether it was a sniper or some fighter with his [AK47] is unclear."

Keating was shot about 9:30 am, and at 10:19 he was medically evacuated by helicopter
to a U.S. medical facility in nearby Erbil. He died soon afterward, Warren said.

ltds very rare for quick reaction forces to be
battle was the first time in months that Americans have required urgent combat support,
he said. Keating, 31, is the third American combat death in Iraq.

The team of American combat advisers had moved into the village of Tel Askuf around
dawn. Their mission was to meet with the Kurdish troops assigned to that sector, which
does not normally have American forces based there. The advisers were assessing the

Kurdsh troopsod supplies, their defensive position

Warren said.

U.S. commanders knew the mission was dangerous, though. The village is less than
five miles from ISIS-held territory. Commanders preemptively assembled the quick
reaction force to stand by in case the U.S. advise-and-assist team encountered any
danger, Warren said.

The ISIS fighters and their fleet of about 20 vehicles infiltrated the area unnoticed by
U.S. and Kurdish intelligence teams. i Y o u ¢ a n ' eiverydnbhsokearth every
moment in the day, o0 Warren said.

The line separating the Kurdish-c ont r ol Il ed area from | SI'S is fAnot

f ence, 0 Walttscheakpoistaalodg. major roads. Some outposts and
observation posts.

i The yywaeabletovery covertly assemble enough force, which included the
several truck bombs, some bulldozers, and of course their infantry. And they were
available to punch through the Kurdish line there, punch through the (forward line of

‘N

troops)andreallys print towards Tel Askuf, which was thei

ISIS posted photos of the battle on social media showing its fighters operating several
American-made Humvees outfitted with makeshift armor, and one "technical,” a pickup

truck mounted with a crew-serve anti-aircraftgun. Ther eds no evidence t he
knew there were Americans in the village at the time of the attack, Warren said.



Soon after the battle began, the skies were filled with U.S. aircraft, including drones, F-

15 fighters, F-16 fighters, some B-52 bombers and A-10 attack aircraft, Warren said.

Those aircraft dropped dozens of bombs, destroying all 20 ISIS vehicles, two truck

bombs, one bulldozer and three mortar systems. Warren estimated the air strikes also

killed 58 ISIS fighters.

The mission for Keatingds quick reaction force v
service members caught in the fight; Kurdish peshmerga commanders summoned their

own backup unit with several hundred fighter to protect the city.

Small arms fire struck Keating's medical-evacuation helicopter as it left the area.

Ultimately, the fighting between ISIS and the Kurds lasted more than 12 hours but ISIS
was unable to gain any territory.

No other Americans were injured.

Tuesdayodos @ané¢ actk WA8ISSOS most ambitious operation
It was similar in scale to at attack in December on the town of Tal Aswad, which involved

about 100 ISIS fighters maneuvering in small formations with truck bombs and armored

bulldozers.

MORE:

Slain Navy SEAL Was A Fearless
Combat Hero Who Embraced His Goofy
Side

(Photo: U.S. Navy via AP)



May 4, 2016 by Meghann Myers, Navy Times [Excerpts]

Star athlete. Role model to his younger Navy SEAL brother. A runner known for wearing
an American flag bandana. A fearless combat veteran who brought Harry Potter books
on a mission.

These are the things a former teammate remembers most about Special Warfare
Operator 1st Class (SEAL) Charlie Keating, who was killed Tuesday in Iraq by ISIS
gunfire.

"That was the epitome of Chuck," former Special Warfare Operator 1st Class (SEAL) Eli
Crane recalled. "He was so comfortable in his own skin. He was a Navy SEAL out on a
(special reconnaissance) mission reading Harry Potter. Could that book be any less
camouflage?"

Family and friends gathered together in San Diego on Wednesday to begin sorting
through the aftermath of Keating's death, who leaves a fiance. One of them was Crane,
who drove out from his Arizona home on Tuesday night to offer his condolences.

Crane met the late SEAL in 2008, when Keating checked into SEAL Team 3 at Naval
Amphibious Base Coronado, California. The last step in earning a SEAL's golden
Budweiser warfare pin is induction into a team, which can be a rough couple of years,
Crane said.

"Chuck was so impressive and so contagious that we all just immediately loved him,"
Crane said in a phone interview Wednesday.

The self-possessed 23 year old made an impression on everyone who worked with him
with his athletic prowess, his work ethic and his sense of humor.

"Hebds | ike a | ovable dor k, but hebds |just SO awe ¢

A track and swimming athlete whose father was an Olympian, Keating came into the
teams running a four-minute mile, and with an usual sense of self for someone that
young.

"1'f he made a mistake, he would take owner ship c
maturity level in a young SEAL," Crane said. "I tried to become a Navy SEAL at 22

years old and | failed. | got sent out to the fleet for two years,and her eés Chuck just
crushingitd havi ng everybodyds respect, Harry Potter |

Keating left Indiana University after two years to enlist, following in the footsteps of his
grandfather and great-grandfather.

But though he came from a well-to-do family, notorious for their involvement in a 1980s
banking scandal, Crane knew a different side of his history.

"When things went sideways for his family, and the rest of his family got into trouble,
t hi ngs wer edod,t hesaa. "Framrcényersations with him, it sounded like
Chuck had to take on a lot of responsibility and take over as the man of the house."



Crane expressed his disappointment in much of the early media coverage of Keating,
with headlines describing him as the grandson of disgraced banker Charles Keating Jr.

"1 think thatdéds just absolutely despicable," he
Keating's younger brother followed him to the SEALs, Crane confirmed.

To the people who worked with him, Crane said, he was the epitome of a warrior. "I

dondt vtehiewkrl &een Chuck afraid of anything, and
especially considering the circumstances that we get thrust into," he said. And he was

passionately patriotic, wearing his flag bandana around town. "I joined the Navy the

week after 9/11, like many who have taken up the job & guys who love this country so

much and theydre sick and tired of seeing our Wwe
they want to do something about it," Crane said. "And Chuck was the exact same way."

Rob Reniewicki, Keating's former track coach at Arcadia, said he has kept it touch with
him through Facebook over the years, and he is heartbroken by the news.

"I'm devastated. I'm crushed. I'm trying to hold myself together,” Reniewicki told Phoenix
TV station KTVK.

Keating was planning to get married in November, Reniewicki said.

Keating earned all-city and first-team all-state honors as a senior, according to Indiana
University, where he ran in college.

Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey ordered all state flags be lowered to half-staff from sunrise to
sunset Wednesday in honor of Keating.

Keating's grandfather, Charles H. Keating Jr., who died in 2014 at age 90, was the
notorious financier who served prison time for his role in the costliest savings and loan
failure of the 1980s.

POLITICIANS REFUSE TO HALT THE
BLOODSHED

THE TROOPS HAVE THE POWER TO STOP THE
WAR

AFGHANISTAN WAR REPORTS




Tal 1 banO@rsCruesraliMajor
Highwaynl nt ensi fyil ng
Important Provincial Capital Of

OruzganoO

Nl nsurgencyokdhgbhe!l v C
City Of Tirin Ko

NTirin Kot Cut Off From Most Of Its

Surrounding Districtso

Security Situation Deteriorating Day By

Day, Under Fire From iAThe Territory-
Gobbling I nsurgency

MAY 2, 2016] By TAIMOOR SHAH and MUJIB MASHAL, New York Times [Excerpts].
Taimoor Shah reported from Kandahar, and Mujib Mashal from Kabul, Afghanistan.

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan 8 The Afghan security forces began a push to break the

Talibandéds hold on a crucial southern highway thr
Monday hoping to ease the insurgentsé intensifyir
capital.

While the most public and urgent security concerns in the south have been focused on
the fighting in Helmand Province in recent months, the insurgency has also been slowly
choking the city of Tirin Kot, the provincial capital of Oruzgan.

The province next door , where many of Tali banods
softer target for the insurgency last year.

Since the mysterious assassination in March 2015 of Gen. Matiullah Khan, the former
police chief and strongman who | argely kept the
security leadership has fallen into chaos.

Now, Tirin Kot has been cut off from most of its surrounding districts. Last week,
the Taliban overran dozens of outposts on the highway connecting the city to
Kandahar, the southern regional economic and military hub, according to
Muhammad Karim Khadimzai, the head of the Oruzgan provincial council.



The highwayods c¢cl osi ng hnKstanddistricte rlearfycaodd pri ces i n
increased fears that the insurgents might take the city, Mr. Khadimzai said.

ARThe security situation is deteriorating in Oruz
have access to Chora district, which is close to the capital; the rest of the districts
are cut off from the provincial center. o0

A stronger Taliban foothold in Oruzgan would further destabilize the surrounding
areas, including Kandahar, and large parts of central Afghanistan.

While Kandahar has remained relatively safe as other parts of southern
Afghanistan has come under fire from the territory-gobbling insurgency, the
province is vulnerable in the districts bordering Oruzgan and Helmand.

Since the ouster of the Taliban government in 2001, Oruzgan has been largely run by
strongmen allied with former President Hamid Karzai through his Popalzai tribe.

One of those was General Khan, the powerful Oruzgan figure who made a fortune as a
highway militia leader providing security escort to NATO convoys. He was killed in a
targeted suicide bombing in downtown Kabul.

Soon after his death, Gener al Khands younger brc
be appointed police chief despite lacking formal military experience or basic literacy.

The central government, realizing that much of the police force in Oruzgan was made up
of Gener al Khandéds escort militia, reached a c¢omg
deputy police chief.

Security officials say Rahimullah Khandéds | ack of
including abandoning checkpoints in several districts including around the
hi ghway, has been one factor in the Talibanbs gse

A widespread security collapse in Oruzgan was narrowly avoided four months ago only
after the army stepped into push back the Taliban.

Taliban Denies Shadow Governor
For Kandahar Killed By Afghan
Forces:

NnNThe Afghan Gover nmen
Wrong Names Of The Shadow



Governor And His Deputy For
Kandahar Provinceo
nNThe Afghan Government F
Stated That Top Taliban Leaders Have
Been Killed Or Captured, Only To Be
Proven Wrong When These Leaders Re-
Appear On The Battl ef

May 3, 2016 By Bill Roggio. Bill Roggio is a Senior Fellow at the Foundation for
Defense of Democracies and the Editor of The Long War Journal.

The Afghan Taliban denied reports from the Ministry of Interior that the shadow governor
and his deputy were among the 45 jihadists killed during a raid in the southern Afghan
province.

The Taliban even said that the Afghan government has the wrong names of the shadow
governor and his deputy for Kandahar province.

The Taliban issued a statement yesterday on its official website, Voice of Jihad, after the
Ministry of Interior reported that it killed Haji Lala, who it identified as the shadow
governor of Kandahar, and Ahmad Shah, the deputy shadow governor, along with 43
fighters during an operation in Shah Wali Kot district.

The Taliban appoints shadow governors for each province to direct military operations
and run its shadow governments.

AWe strongly reljecdeftenatsed | eariamyp,yo tt he Tali ban s
place in the mentioned area after the enemy launched an operation to re-open the road

stretching towards Uruzgan province which ended with an enemy route while no

Muj ahi deen were harmed. 0

The Taliban claimed it took no casualties while killing 17 Afghan troops and decimating
the military convoy. The district of Shah Wali Kot has been hotly contested by the
Taliban, which seeks to wrest control of it from the government.

Representatives of Voice of Jihad claimed to have spoke to the shadow governor of
Kandahar to confirm that he and his deputy were still alive.

The Taliban also said that Lala and Shah are not leading the Taliban in Kandahar.
Ailt must be tnerenateinmindieidlald bl the stated names who are

appointed by the I slamic Emirate as governor anc
The names of the actual shadow governor and his deputy were not disclosed. While the



Taliban have named the shadow governors for nearly every province since Mullah
Mansour was appointed the new emir, the emirs for Kandahar, Ghazni, and Farah have
yet to be identified.

It is impossible to verify the claims made by the Ministry of Interior and the denial by the
Taliban. Both groups have a spotty track record when reporting on the status of Taliban
leaders.

The Afghan government has routinely stated that top Taliban leaders have been
killed or captured, only to be proven wrong when these leaders re-appear on the
battlefield.

The Taliban has been somewhat more reliable, but its credibility took a major hit when it
hid the death of Mullah Omar, its founder and first emir, for more than two years.

Omar died in April of 2013, but the Taliban issued numerous statements in his name

while denying occasional reports of his death. The Taliban was finally forced to admit

Omar 6s death at the end of July 2015, and cl|l ai me
maintain unity at a crucial time as US forces began its withdrawal from Afghanistan.

FORWARD OBSERVATIONS

AfAt a time | ike t hi sgnvicimgargummentig needed Ok had n ot
| the ability, and could reach the nationds ear
biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke.



AfnFor it i's not l i ght t hathegemntle shewerdutdthundeut f i r e; i
iwWe need the storm, the whirl wind, and the eart.t

AiThe Iimits of tyrants are prescribed by the enc
oppose. 0

Frederick Douglass, 1852

There is no democracy without socialism and no socialism without democracy.
-- Rosa Luxemburg

Nl t os SCentiVEeThis
Notion That British And French
Intervention Primarily, With A

Bit Of American Backing, Is

Why Gaddaf i Fel |

NnGaddaf | Being Oust
Success For The Li by
N

What HappeThered Wad/A s

Popul ar Revolution |
NThis Happened Mont hs B
And France Got [ nvol"

MAY 3, 2016 In These Times

Robin Yassin-Kassab is a novelist and journalist who is co-editor at PULSE. Leila Al-
Shami is a human rights activist who has worked in Syria and around the Middle East
since 2000.

She was a founding member of Tahrir-ICN, a network connecting anti-authoritarian
struggles across the Middle East, North Africa and Europe.
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L: If Gaddafi had not fallen, Libya now would look very much like Syria. In reality, the
situation in Libya is a million times better. Syrian refugees are fleeing to Libya.

Far fewer people have been killed in LibyasinceGad daf i 6s falling than in
Gaddafi being ousted was a success for the Libyan people.

The reason that there are problems in Libya now is not because Gaddafi is gone.

ltés because Gaddafi was in power fomas decades i
completely suppressed. All civil society was completely suppressed. The idea that from

that situation people could create a perfect democracy is fallacy. It takes people time to

build that.

R: 1 t 6 s scentrigythis motion that British and French intervention primarily, with a

bit of American backing, is why Gaddafi fell.

What the Libyan people did was irrelevant.

Therebs chaos in Libya now and wouldnét it have

still there able to slaughter his people.
What happened was there was a popular revolution in Libya.
This happened months before Britain and France got involved.

There was going to be a civil war in Libya whether or not Britain and France chose to get
involved.

NThe Syrian Revolution Has
Succeeded Remarkably When You
Consider The Extent Of The
Counterrevolutionary Forces And
Imperialist Forces Aligned Against

| t O
Nl t Bemarkable That There Are Still
Hundreds Of Mainly Democratically

'da)

r



Elected Local Councils, Self-
Organized Communities Still

Functi oning I n The LI b
AnThe Only Reason That
Functioning In The Liberated Areas Is
Because Of The Existence Of Local
Councils And Because People Are Self-
Managing Their Commun.

MAY 3, 2016 In These Times

Robin Yassin-Kassab is a novelist and journalist who is co-editor at PULSE. Leila Al-
Shami is a human rights activist who has worked in Syria and around the Middle East
since 2000.

She was a founding member of Tahrir-ICN, a network connecting anti-authoritarian
struggles across the Middle East, North Africa and Europe.
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In These Times: Skirmishes have recently erupted outside of Aleppo and other northern
areas between government forces and rebels, and the ceasefire between the two seems
to be disintegrating.

What is the condition of the Syrian revolution today? Has the revolution failed?

R: The Syrian revolution has succeeded remarkably when you consider the extent
of the counterrevolutionary forces and imperialist forces aligned against it.

ltds remar kable that there are still hundreds of
councils, self-organized communities still functioning in the liberated areas.

There are still all these free newspapers, free radio stations. Ther ebés still so mt
debate and discussion and argument goingon. That 6 s an incredible succ
the most difficult of circumstances.

Describe the |l ocal councils. What are they, how

them?

L: The local councils are the basic administrative structures set up in the liberated areas.
As the state was forced out or withdrew, it also withdrew the provision of public services,
and by 2013 and 2014 the state was no longer in control of four-fifths of the country.



These councils are made up usually of democratically elected representatives or people
chose them by popular consensus.

Theybébre made up of professionals that have speci
have agricultural expertise, wate r and sanitation expertise. Theyo
activists often from the local coordinating committees, people that were very active in the

revolutionary movement.

And theydére also made up of family members and t
and families from that area.

Their job is to provide services to the local population.

They try to keep the water and electricity supply functioning. | f t hey candt get t he
electricity cables fixed, they set up solar power panels. They recycle methane from

waste to try to extract energy. They also grow food for communities under siege. They

are in charge of garbage disposal.

Some of the | arger councils might have a departr
department for civil documentation, and or even a media department because getting
news to the outside world is important.

How widespread are they?

L: Therebs over 400; |l 6ve seen estimates of wup t
Do they still exist?

L: Theyodére still there. The onleglibaratesareas t hat | i f
is because of the existence of local councils and because people are self-

managing their communities.

R: Of course they get stamped out whenever Assad or ISIS capture an area.

L: The councils are based osion$egprodacedapaperr c hi st Or
in the eighth month of the revolution in which F
to just go out and protestd they also had to find ways of organizing that were challenging

these authoritarian structures of organization that were imposed by the state.

He said that local councils could be a forum for people to collaborate effectively, manage

their lives independently of the state and also initiate a social revolution, at the local level
and also at the regional and national levels through linking of the councils.

AWhack-A-MoleJ 1 h ad i Edi ti on
At CENTCOM:



AHow To Ki IEhding Sedies\vOé r
Targets One At A Time Indefinitely Into
The Futureo

Photo Credit: Wikimedia Commons

May 2, 2016 by Top Shelf, The Duffle Blog

TAMPA,Fla.d The popul ar ®hackaAdVeo | geadbmeh afis r el eased a new
Editiondo designed specU.fSi.c adelnyt rfadr Cgoammea nrdodesms( G Er
Moral, Welfare, and Recreation (MWR) facilities. The game, which involves hitting plastic

insurgents with miniature rubber Hellfire missiles as they pop out of fighting holes, has

been overwhelmingly successful among troops and senior officers alike.

The headquarters, which is in charge of U.S. military operations in the Middle East, has
already installed the game in all of its depl oye

aid. o In the curr ennterchaéable between IEI& fghterspthee s ar e
Taliban, al-Qaeda, or local goatherds, depending on where the MWR is located.

AThis is the first simulator | 6dve seadingthat teac
series of targets one at a time indefinitelyi nt o t he future, 0 said CENTCO
Gen. Joseph Votel.

Ailtéds also realistic because every time you hit

Thus far, no one at CENTCOM has been able to devise a strategy to beat the game.

ifiwWe wanted fteetudge dwrl d down al l the moles at on
MWR manager has a strict 6No Boots on the Boar dé¢



We even had to stop letting Marines play the game because of collateral damage. They
would just yell, OWastee ttriney meovtetr g/rt fhu ocnkge ri sn! & heen o

But Votel is determined to find a winning strategy.

He has tried an information campaign where soldiers can sync the game to Twitter on
their cell phones to counter tweets by radicalized moles. He has also deployed some of
the militaryds mo sdnditardng Suppore(EASLTiEchnslegy td énsure
pl ayers dono6-game.ver heat mid

Still, the game has been successful enough that an extension pack for the Africa
Command (AFRICOM) Theater is currently in the testing phase.

iThe AFRI COM extension pack is great, o said Vot e
whacking Afghans and I raqgqis, we can al ways switc

Assault Rifle In Iraq Losing Track Of How
Many Times | tos Switchect
War

The M 4 carbine assault rifle.

May 4, 2016 The Onion
TAL AFAR, IRAQO

Admitting it had stopped counting after the first dozen or so occasions upon which it
passed from one fighting force to another, an American-made M4 carbine assault rifle
confirmed Wednesday it was losing track of how many times it had switched sides
during the ongoing war in Iraq.



According to the standard-issue automatic weapon, which was transported to Iraq with
the 3rd Infantry Division of the U.S. Army in 2003, it has changed hands so often since
arriving in the country that it can no longer remember all the insurgent factions, terrorist
organizations, and military groups it belonged to before ISIS took possession of it last
month.

il definitely st ar tdelénowtbhatd amdithernl was withthdmeer i cans

Il ragi Army for a whil e, but after that itéds
near-continuous use in various military operations, uprisings, and sectarian battles.

At one time or andudlainlirag, thdPromisdd Day Brigade,t h a |
some Salafi Islamists, a British commando unit, the Badr Organization, and God knows

who else. Andifl hadtoguess,I t hi nk | 6ve been back with t
Maybe four. o

AAnd | know | was in Syria a couple times,
was o0 n, o-milirheter filears &dded.

The gun was able to confirm that, when the U.S. military was training a new Iragi special

al |

he U.

but I

forces unit in 2004, it fell into the possessior

Sadr City district and joined the Mahdi Army.

The rifle indicated that Athingsitgaspretthi nd of

sure it was then seized by Blackwater agents during a CIA-ordered raid of insurgents
and subsequently sold to a local weapons dealer. It quickly added, however, that it

wasnobét 100 percent positive it wacstordere member i

After that, the M4 was reportedly headed out of the country as part of an illicit arms
shipment, but Kurdish Peshmerga forces intercepted it just short of the Turkish border,
though the gun acknowledged that it might be confusing that instance with the time it
was seized by the Peshmerga in a raid on a terrorist safe house in Mosul.

The rifle was unable to confirm its whereabouts at any particular point in the hazy
decade that followed, suggesting only that it traversed much of Irag and the surrounding
region as it was repeatedly sold, stolen, seized from weapons caches, or pulled from the
hands of dead fighters on active battlefields.

f u z

ng t

il remember shooting at Sunni militants from a

but then | also have this vague memory of being used to retaliate against their Shia

rivals aweek ortwo later6 not sure how all that happened, 0

itds pointless to try to sort it out. Wa s

h

t €
wi t

surge,orjust | ying around in an arms depot somewher e

Sources were able to determine the gun had been in Ramadi at various times since the
outset of the Irag War, but noted that the city was successively under the control of the
U.S.T led multinational coalition, a series of Sunni insurgents, the Iragi government, the
Islamic State, and then, in late 2015, U.S.i backed Iraqi forces, leaving them no closer to
determining which side the rifle had served on.

il 6ve gotten p

ratbvwundsednsbobambViyngand t hese
pay attention to the

|l oyalties of whoeveroés



il 6ve al ways wondered if | might make it back toc
doesndt seem very I|likely anymore. o
fiBut heyknwws, 6 the rifle continued. il 6ve hearc

ANNIVERSARIES

May 5, 1818:
‘Happy Birthday

S

iThe Moor o

Carl Bunin Peace history April 29 - May 5

Palitical philosopher, social scientist, historian and revolutionary Karl Marx was born in
Trier, Germany.

His ideas, laid out in the Communist Manifesto and Das Kapital, and in many other
publications, considered the state, class divisions, the nature of industrial capitalism, and
culture and religion as oppressive forces.




CLASS WAR REPORTS

A New Generati onos
Resounds From A Packed Plaza In
Paris:
AThis Is F r a n cNevaest Political

Movemento

NOpen Every Night To Th
Main Square In Pariso

Protesters at the Place de la République in Paris on Thursday, before clashes with the
police broke out. Credit Joel Saget/Agence France-Presse 8 Getty Images

APRIL 29, 2016 By ADAM NOSSITER, New York Times

PARIS &

There are denunciations of fAspeciesism, o of mult
G.M.O.s, the police and nuclear power. There are pleas for Julian Assange and African

workers. There are drumming, guitar playing, free soup and 20-somethings swigging
beer.



t akes

i ousl vy,

A jolly ragged man, unsteady on his feet,
words, words. oo Anot her announces, myster
domi nated! 0o

This is Franceds n e wopentverpughtitotthe public onramaire me nt

square in Paris, the Place de la République, which has been transformed into a giant
outdoor sit-in recalling the demonstrations of May 1968 in multicultural form.

The plaza has been packed with young people every night for nearly a month, venting
their anger 0 at just about everything.

The news media here cannot seem to get enough of the movement, which calls itself
Nuit Deboutd or A Ni ght , 0Sdphrase somgin thepndvement say is

inspired by the 16th-c ent ury wr i ter £tienne de La Bo®tieds

because we are on our knees. 0

Ot hers say it comes from t he fdemuryegavaluionaryonal e, 0

left.
But the movement is more than just a freewheeling free-for-all of inchoate frustration.

On Thursday night, the protest at the Place de Républigque took a violent turn as police
arrested several dozen demonstrators when they refused to disperse at midnight. Some
of the protesters threw blocks of concrete and glass bottles at the police, who responded
with tear gas. At other protests across France, 24 police officers were injured, three
seriously.

At a moment when disgust with mainstream parties is high, the movement is also being
observed waril y bcianstwharecallthhawrsach gitibes prqtests leédtto
potent political parties in Spain and ltaly.

The French movement was born in anger at

and provide jobs for just the kinds of young people who have now occupied the
square.

But the governmentdés proposals also made

To say that the plan backfired is an understatement. The answer from the
younger generation trying to elbow its way into the work force was simple: We
dondt want what you are offering; we want

All through March students and unions took to the streets to demonstrate. The
protests spread to the provinces. The government quickly backed down, gutting
its own plan.
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Fearful of an unbudging 25 percent youth unemployment and a permanent
mobilization in the streets, the government two weeks ago called in student union
leaders and agreed to spend upward of 400 million euros (about $450 million) in
subsidies, taxes and allowances aimed at helping young people find work.

High school graduates looking for work will now get government help for four
months. Temporary work contracts 8 the bane of new entrants to the job market,
since they represent most hires 8 will be taxed, to encourage more employers to
hire people permanently. (The effect so far has been the opposite: Employer
associations are infuriated.)

Dissatisfaction with the government, a hit film with a French super-boss as its target that
was inspiredbythe Amer i can documentary maker Michael Mo c
floating cast of permanent protest organizers helped congeal the new movement.

Nuit Deboutds organizers say they are not organi
thinker o i n tmedadFArédéniclLordon,a& lefs-leaning economist at

Franceds National Centdescofffaitheidea.i enti fic Researct
ilt would be claiming a position of authority, &
interview AThey dond& Thheew ar & nparsd ceuc itrhg nikdeeaa s
direction. They donét have a | eader or a spokesr
practicing Ahorizont al democracy. o

Among the rank and file, that sentiment is shared. Andrea, 27, who was working in the

ALogi st atiheRiacetde la République, refused to give her last name & in the

style of Nuit Dd& beocause she sain shg dichnot zvant te be singled out
as a leader.

ribed the evolutio of t hee movement .

But she desc n
s not go home, & 0 she explained.

S
sai d, 6Let o
Starting as a reaction against the labor-code overhaul, the protest organizers pondered

the question: AHow can we make them scared?0 sai
Nuit Deboutdés @Al egal team. o

Not everyone is pleased, of course.

A luminary of the righttwi ng opposition, Brice Hortefeux, is f
allows the continuing mass protest when France is still under a state of emergency after

the terrorist attacks dg numNovgonberrnme mtN,i gahtt g n dit g
fumed.

Therightl eani ng newspaper Le Figaro commented that
the prime minister must drink, right down to the
France for failing to stem its public finances; the government ignored Brussels.

s |

The government 6 e
a he f

p indeed, appears to b
on Thursday re v i n t

S 1
d: ernment paralyzed



Its economy minister, Emmanuel Macron, a former bankerde s pi sed by Franceds |
being too pro-capitalist, announced he was forming his own political movement, as his
colleagues in the government grumbled about him anonymously in the press.

President Francois Hollande, facing near-certain defeat in elections next year, told
television interviewers that Athings are gettincg
derision in the news media and on the streets.

The presidentds soothing words were not enough t
nor has a sometimes heavy police presence hovering in the background.

For now, the movement és daily twists and turns e
the right as iif it were a pop star: ANuit Debout
page headline in Libération last weekend.

That followed headlines the movement made when it expelled to jeers and spittle the

right-leaning philosopher Alain Finkielkraut, or appeared to have too many bearded

leftist teachers and not enough workers, or was not appealing enough to people in the

beleaguered suburbs.

While they try to make up their minds or decide their next moves, the participants seem

to be having too good a time to leave, just yet.

iltés an agreeabl e movement. It shows webre stil
Cola s , 22, a computer software expert, watching t
what makes me | ove France. There are | oads of pe
things radically. But all these people are showi
Onararetemperat e evening the appeal seemed obvious. i
way of doing politics,0 said Florent Chappel, ar

sti mul at i n gholdaf tofssienee. A sorkaf vitality, a will to re-enchant the
world.o

OCCUPATION PALESTINE

Zionist Occupation Regime
Arrests Palestinian Journalist
En Route To European



Federation Of Journalists

International Conference:
Nltos Only Because

Palestinian:
hHeds A Seri ous And
Journalist, Who | Presume Was

Arrest ed For Doing Hi
NThe 100 Del egates Repr
320,000 Journalists In 51 Unions From
All Over Europe Will Be Demanding That
Their Colleague I s Rel e:

Palestlnlan journalists protest in support of thelr coIIeague Omar Nazzal after he was
detained by Israeli forces. Photograph: Abbas Momani/AFP/Getty Images

April 25, 2016 By Haggai Matar, +972 Magazine



Omar Nazzal, a well-known journalist in Ramallah, has been in custody since Saturday
on terror charges, based on secret evidence. His lawyer says that his alleged contact
with militants was an integral part of his job.

Israel arrested the Palestinian journalist on Saturday while he was trying to leave the
West Bank en route to Sarajevo for a meeting of the European Federation of Journalists.

Nazzal, a Ramallah-based independent journalist and a member of the board of the
Palestinian Journalistsdé Syndicate, was arrestec
Jordan and has since been detained on fisecurity

He has yet to be questioned and be told what charges he is facing, even though his
remand was extended on Monday.

Contacted by Local Call, Shin Bet Security Services said the suspect is a member of the
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, which Israel sees as a terrorist organization

Nazzal is a former employee of the pro-Islamic Jihad radio station Falastin al-Youm
(Palestine Today), whose offices were shut down by Israel last month.

It should be noted that he left the job long before Israel started to crack down on the
station.

For some time he has been banned from going abroad, a restriction he has been
attempting to lift for more than a year.

iwWe have been in contact with the State Prosecut
| DF6s Judea and Samar i aerratlusfrons anefanctionarytothe hey | ust
other and never gave a reason for the ban or sai

Hassan, Nazzal 6s | awyer, said.
AfiwWhen he tried to | eave, he had no idea whet her
event didnbe Wwebkigowing to be arrested. o

His remand was extended Monday based on secret evidence presented to the military
court by police. A spokesperson for Israel Police declined to comment on the charges,
saying that #Ait is a very sensitive case. 0

Speakingfor t he def ense, Hassan told the court that
his home but only when he arrived at the border
clear and present danger and should be released.

He added, despite being oblivioustothec har ges, t hat Nazzal 6s journal
requires him to meet with different peopl e, s o0me
purpose of doing his job. o

The judge said that the detention of a journali s
discretion,lest we i nfringe on the freedom of expressi ol
secret evidence presented to him that the presur
journalismo and, on account of suspected perjur.y

remand.



i | aslijournalists enter refugee camps all the time and meet with Islamic Jihad

militants, 0 Hassan told Local Cal I . Altdés only
indicted. Hebs a serious and reputed journalist,
job, but | have no way to know. 0

Shin Bet emphasized that he was arrested for his involvement in terrorist activity.

iNazzal has recently been appoeoYounwhichaas director
decl ared illegal in Februar yyH20h&so baespakksogeée ad
with the Popular Front for year s, including ver)
However, they failed to address the fact that it

be involved both with Islamic Jihad, a religious fundamentalist organization, and
the Popular Front, a left-leaning secular group.

Journalist associations from around the world as well as the Palestinian Authority
published urgent calls for his release. In addition, a solidarity demonstration was held in
Ramallah on Sunday.

il t walkingdgohhear that a participant to a congress for journalists from all

over Europe has been arrested by the Israeli authorities on his way to attend and

banged without any reason being given, 0 said Jir
International Federation of Journalists.

iThe 100 del egate r
I

presenting over 320,000 j ol
over Europe wil e

s e
be demanding that their coll eac

Also condemning the arrest, the Palestinian Ministry of Communication said that there
are 19 Palestinian journalists currently in Israeli custody, including the administrative
detainee Mohammed al-Qiqg, who is slated for release after he agreed to suspend a 90-
day

MORE:

Occupierso Military
Orders Imprisonment Of
Palestinian Journalist Omar

Nazzal:
ANMondayos Court Annou
Comes On The Eve Of World Press
Freedom Dayo



NnNTo Be Hel d For Four M o

N\

Charge Or Trialo
nA Political Arrest

2 May 2016 The Guardian [Excerpts]

|l srael 6s military haourmalistte bechdld far faRmanoatkst i ni an |
without charges or trial.

His lawyer, Mahmoud Hassan, said he believes his client, a leading member of the

Palestinian journalists6é union, i s being targete
noted that under the system of administrative detention, the defence is not shown any

alleged evidence against them.

Nazzal, 53, has been in custody since he was seized at an Israeli-run crossing between
the West Bank and Jordan last month, while traveling to a meeting of the European
Federation of Journalists.

Hassan denied his client was | inked to violence,

Mondayés court announcement comes on the eve of
lead-up to which Palestinians have been using to condemn lsrael.

Hanan Ashrawi, a Palestinian political leader, on Monday urged immediate intervention
to ensure | srael was fAaccountable for the bl atar
Pal estinian medi ao.

The journalists® un dlwoldingsnadgtention dnathter 19 Balestidan i s al s
journalists and students of journalism, one of them for more than 20 years.

To check out what life is like under a murderous military occupation commanded
by foreign terrorists, go to:
http://www.maannews.net/eng/Default.aspx and
http://www.palestinemonitor.org/list.php?id=ej898ra7yffOukmf16
The occupied nation is Palestine. The f oreign terrorists gcall the

YOUR INVITATION:
Comments, arguments, articles, and letters from service men
and women, and veterans, are especially welcome. Write to Box
126, 2576 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10025-5657 or email
contact@militaryproject.org: Name, I.D., withheld unless you
request publication. Same address to unsubscribe.
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DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK

ANHEN IT COMES TO

"FRECOOM OF THE
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DO YOU HAVE A FRIEND OR RELATIVE IN THE

MILITARY?

IN AFGHANISTAN AFTER 2014

OBAMA WANTS TO LEAVE 9,800 U.S. TROOPS

E—

WE’LL BE GONE AFTER
2014. JUST LIKE WE
SAID! EXCEPT FOR A
TEENSY, WEENSY LITTILE
“CONTINGENCY FoRrce™
BECAUSE YoU NEVER KNow!
AND THEN IN 2.0|6, THEY LL
BE GoNE roo' EXCEPT FOR
UgtcURITY ASSISTANCE FoRcss.”
HEY, GoT ANY BEER7?
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Forward Military Resistance along, or send us the email address if you

wi sh and weol | send it

r e ¢ Whethedity wi t |

Afghanistan or at a base in the USA, this is extra important for your service
friend, too often cut off from access to encouraging news of growing
resistance to injustices, inside the armed services and at home. Send
email requests to address up top or write to: Military Resistance, Box 126,

2576 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10025-5657.
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RECEIVED:

ON STRIKE AT VERIZON &
VERIZON
FOR GOOD JOBS

BE

g

WIRELES

March & Rally

Thursday, May 5

Meet at 140 West St New York City
1pm
March to VZW Store at 100 Wall St for
Rally at 2:30pm

ONE DAY LONGER ONE DAY
STRONGER
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