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Led By The New
Generation, hA Wave Of
Nationwide
Demonstrationso
Against The Putin
Dictatorship Break Out

In Russia:

nDown With Putin!o APutin Is A

Thief!o Russia Without Putin!o
NProtesters Waved Posters
Re adiWedredhe Authorities

He roe 0
AProtests In Most Sizeable Russian
Cities From The Far East Port Of
Vliadivostok To The European
Heartland Including St. Petersburgo
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APictures And Videos Of The Protesters
Posted On Social Media Suggested A
Large Number Of Then Were Youngsters,
With Some Looking No Older Than 14 Or
150

March 26, 2017: Protesters hold a cardboard cutout poster depicting corrupt
Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev at Marsivo Field in St. Petersburg,

Russia. The prime minister has amassed a huge fortune that far outstrips his
official government salary. (AP Photo/Dmitri Lovetsky)

Mar 26, 2017 By HOWARD AMOS AND JIM HEINTZ, ASSOCIATED PRESS & by
James Rothwell, The Telegraph & By Guy Taylor - The Washington Times

Thousands of people crowded into Moscow's Pushkin Square on Sunday for an
unsanctioned protest against the Russian government, the biggest gathering in a wave
of nationwide protests that were the most extensive show of defiance in years.

The BBC, meanwhile, cited TV images that showed demonstrators shouting fDown with
Putinloand other chants, including fPutin is a thiefloand fRussia without Putin!o
Others demand the resignation of Russian Prime Minister Dmitry Medvedev.

One demonstrator mounted the base of a famous statue of Russian poet Aleksandr
Pushkin and raised a placard with the message fPutin 666.0



State news agency Tass cited Moscow police as saying about 500 people were
arrested.

News reports and social media reported demonstrations in large cities throughout
the country, including Novosibirsk, Tomsk and Krasnoyarsk.

At least 25 people were reported arrested in Vladivostok and 12 in Khabarovsk.

On Yekaterinburg's Labour Square protesters waved posters reading fiVe are the
authorities heredwhile nationalists and supporters of the pro-Kremlin United Russia party
looked on.

Alexei Navalny, the anti-corruption campaigner who is leading the opposition to
President Vladimir Putin, was arrested while walking from a nearby subway station to the
demonstration at Moscow's iconic Pushkin Square.

Reuters noted on Sunday that Mr. Navalny had called for the protests to be held after
publishing corruption allegations against Mr. Medvedev, claiming that the prime minister
has amassed a huge fortune that far outstrips his official government salary.

The protests, which attracted hundreds or thousands in most sizeable Russian cities,
from the Far East port of Vladivostok to the European heartland including St. Petersburg.

The protests were the largest coordinated outpourings of dissatisfaction in Russia since
the massive 2011-12 demonstrations that followed a fraud-tainted parliamentary
election.

Police estimated the Moscow crowd at about 8,000, but it could have been larger.
The one-hectare (2.5-acre) Pushkin Square was densely crowded as were
sidewalks on the adjacent Tverskaya Street.

Russia's beleaguered opposition is often seen as primarily a phenomenon of a
Westernized urban elite, but Sunday's protests included gatherings in places far
from cosmopolitan centers, such as Siberia's Chita and Barnaul.

fiNavalny has united people who think the same; that people don't agree with the
authorities is obvious from what is going on in the country today,0Anna Ivanova, 19, said
at the Moscow demonstration. i am a bit scared.o

Scuffles with police erupted sporadically and the arrested demonstrators included a
gray-haired man whom police dragged along the pavement.

Police cleared the square after about three hours and began herding demonstrators
down side streets.

filt's scary, but if everyone is afraid, no one would come out onto the streets,0
Yana Aksyonova, 19, said.

The protests Sunday focused on reports by Navalny's group claiming that Prime Minister
Dmitry Medvedev has amassed a collection of mansions, yachts and vineyards.



The alleged luxuries include a house for raising ducks, so many placards in Sunday's
protests featured mocking images of yellow duck toys.

fPeople are unhappy with the fact that there's been no investigationdof the corruption
allegations, said Moscow protester Ivan Gronstein.

In the Pacific port city of Vladivostok, police forcefully detained some demonstrators near
the city's railway terminal, in one case falling down a small grassy slope as they wrestled
with a detainee.

Some demonstrators showed up with their faces painted green, a reference to a recent
attack on Navalny in which an assailant threw a green antiseptic liquid onto his face.

An American journalist captured the incident on camera, only to be arrested himself and
subsequently charged with fparticipation in unsanctioned protest.0

MORE:

How Frightened Is This Putrid,
Retgﬂ_resive Regime?

~

www.returnofkings.com

3.26.17 by Vladimir Kuznetsov and Jake Rudnitsky, Bloomberg News [Excerpt]

State media, which have typically ignored such events in recent years, provided sporadic
coverage of some ofionSundaydés demonstr at

A senior lawmaker from the ruling United Russia party seemed sympathetic to the
participantsd concerns.

Frants Klintsevich told Ekho Moskvy: fithese demonstrations probably raise a lot
of justified criticisms and concerns.o
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Russia Above: NA Large
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Youngsters, With Some Looking
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And Not Just In Russia:
NHigh School And Even Middle
School Students Are Showing A

Level Of Civic Engagement Not Seen

In Yearso
fiThese Are Signs Of Unusual Timeso
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Olivia Matz, 15, at a demonstration in Foley Square last week. High school and college
students across New York City walked out of classes at hoon to oppose the recent
executive order targeting Muslims and refugees. HILARY SWIFT FOR THE NEW
YORK TIMES

At the Manhattan rally, a couple of hundred students from different schools
convened at Foley Square, having walked out of class in the middle of the day.
Word spread largely on social media, and the students arrived on a wet and cold
afternoon, shouldering signs along with their backpacks.

One sign said, fiMake Racists Afraid Again (or, like, for the first time).0

FEBRUARY 14, 2017 By ELIZABETH A. HARRIS, New York Times

I n Bridgette Francisd Advanced Placement compar é
of Staten Island High School for International Studies, there was palpable excitement
over a recent project 8 on the North American Free Trade Agreement.

In the hallways of Middle School 447 in Brooklyn, talk of gay rights and President

Trumpbs executive order on i mmithg Kaadashiameorhas r epl &
Beyoncé,orsome body 6 s n e wsaid beslia Hughess a seventh-grade English

teacher.

And at Riverside High School in Greer, S.C.,it hey ér e talking about Jeff
theydre tal ki ng Osail bindsey BRent, a scienbedédaher and adviser
to the youths in the government club.

These are signs of unusual times.



With Mr. Trump in the White House, the obsession with politics that has many adult
Americans fiercely focused on the Senateds | at es
president 6s bkagehas fifered downdathoseed yet of voting age.

High school and even middle school students are showing a level of civic engagement
not seen in years, their teachers and principals say.

That, in part, is because it is so much easier to keep up with current events than it was in
the past. Rather than having to sit down and watch the nightly news, teenagers can just
scroll through Snapchat and Facebook on their phones.

The adults in their lives are more attuned to politics as well, and dinner tables are
thick with conversation about Mr. Trumpédés | atest

And then there is the ultimate teenage imperative: Their friends are talking about it, and
they dondt want to be Il eft out.

fiNot only is information easy to find, it finds you,0 said Theo Shulman, a high
school freshman at the NYC iSchool, standing at a student rally in Lower
Manhattan | ast week opposing Mr. Trumpbs polici e

fEven if you arenét | ook iodadgedHayden Masher-Smithuadbr e goi ng
classmate, who compared the trending level of political memes to those of pop stars.

ihi ke how you donét have to read a story about Z
Malik.0

fAnd Bernie Sanders is the new Zayn Malik,0 Theo said.

For students who identify as liberal, many appear to be animated by concerns
about the rights of immigrants, Muslims, women and the L.G.B.T. community.

At the Manhattan rally, a couple of hundred students from different schools
convened at Foley Square, having walked out of class in the middle of the day.
Word spread largely on social media, and the students arrived on a wet and cold
afternoon, shouldering signs along with their backpacks.

One sign said, iMake Racists Afraid Again (or, like, for the first time).0

But the interestisnotconf i ned to young people on the |l eft. A
high school, the students are a mix of liberal and conservative 8 Staten Island was the

only one of New York Citydéds five boroughs to go
election. Ms. Francis is in her 16th year of teaching, and she has been through plenty of

elections, but during this presidential campaign, something started to change, she said.

Her students would ask her arcana about the caucus process and superdelegates. Now,
they can offer up specifics about United States border policies during class discussion.
When Ms. DeVos was confirmed as education secretary last week, Ms. Francis said,
she heard about it from a student.

itéds a conversation in the dalnlcyhriosomit wthheen tntoirmg
about,0said Julie Firetag, a government and economics teacher at Heathwood Hall



Episcopal School, a private school in Columbia, S.C.iThey dondt want to | ook
front of their friends. So when they see that story on their news feed, they may click on
it.0

Ms . Beam, who teaches science at the same statec
she had to limit how much class time she and her students could spend
discussing politics during the presidential campaign.

il 61 | this debate@she said, but wedve got to | earon chemistry

For teachers of social studies and A.P. government, however, this moment is scholastic
manna from heaven.

AiThey know a | ot, and t heyoroMs.prancis saidt hat t hey kn
iwhat 6s on their radar in terms of world events
exponentially.o

Krisztina Jankura, who teaches eighth-grade social studies at a Growing Up Green
charter school in Queens, said her students had mentioned watching several speeches
0 which most likely popped up on their news feeds d in which politicians like Senator
Bernie Sanders were discussing cabinet posts.

i said, O6You guys watched t hSpawéhedai.di tcdceenydtt el |
even watch C-Span.o

Of course, this political moment has been unusual for adults as well. Emily Kaczmarek,
who teaches English and offers college counseling to low-income students in New York
City through two nonprofit organizations, said that watching her students become more
engaged had helped her see this moment differently.

firhis is something that has been a note of hope for me,0shesaid. i t 6 s seeing studen
wake up to their citizenship, to the fact that ¢
Regardlessof howyoufe el about everything thatds going on,
to see that shift happen in a teenager, to see their world get wider.o

IRAQ WAR REPORTS

Mosul Offensive Suspended After
Airstrike Atrocity:



nOutrage Grows Over Airstrikes That
Killed At Least 150 People In Mosul

Jadida Neighbourhoodo
APublic Sentiment Has Turned Very
Sharply Against The US-Led Coalitiono

ZTETES o o1
SES

e

Residents of Mosul Jadida retrieve bodies from the rubble f(TJIIbi"g U.S. military
airstrikes. (photo: Felipe Dana/AP)

26 March 17 By Martin Chulov and Emma Graham-Harrison, Guardian UK [Excerpts]

Iragi military leaders have halted their push to recapture west Mosul from Islamic State
as international outrage grew over the civilian toll from airstrikes that killed at least 150
people in a single district of the city.

The attack on the Mosul Jadida neighbourhood is thought to have been one of the
deadliest bombing raids for civilians since the US invasion of Iraq in 2003.

Rescuers were still pulling bodies from the rubble on Saturday, more than a week after
the bombs landed, when the US-led coalition confirmed that its aircraft had targeted Isis
fighters in the area.

They carried out the attack on 17 March fat the request of the Iragi security forcesg and
have now launched a formal investigation into reports of civilian casualties, the coalition
said.

British planes were among those operating in western Mosul at the time. Asked if they
could have been involved in the airstrikes, a spokesman did not rule out the possibility of
British involvement, saying: ANe are aware of reports and will support the coalition
investigation.o

There had been no reports of a UK role in any civilian casualties in more than two years
of fighting Isis, he added. fiWe have not seen evidence that we have been responsible
for civilian casualties so far. Through our rigorous targeting processes we will continue



to seek to minimise the risk of civilian casualties, but that risk can never be removed
entirely.o

A UK report on the 17 March fighting, which was issued just a couple of days later,
described fivery challenging conditions with heavy clouda Tornado jets were sent to
fsupport Iragi troops advancing inside western Mosuloin intense urban fighting, where
crews had to fengage targets perilously close to the Iraqgi troops whom they were
assistinga They used Paveway guided missiles to hit five targets. The coalition said in a
separate statement it had carried out four airstrikes aimed at fthree Isis tactical unitsa
They destroyed more than 50 vehicles and 25 ffighting positionsa

The deaths have intensified concerns over up to 400,000 Mosul residents who are still
packed into the crowded western half of the city, as Iraqi security forces backed by
foreign air power advance on |Isisbdbs | ast major

Civil defence workers say they have pulled more than 140 bodies from the ruins of three
buildings in Mosul Jadida and believe that dozens more remain under the rubble of one
building, a large home with a once cavernous basement, in which up to 100 people had
hidden last Friday morning.

Local people at the site told the Observer that the enormous damage inflicted on the
homes and much of the surrounding area had been caused by airstrikes, which battered
the neighbourhood in the middle of a pitched battle with Isis members, who were under
attack from Iragi forces.

The UNOGs humanitari an c¢ oo salliiWaarestunnediby thisr a q , Lise

terrible loss of life.o

Chris Woods, director of monitoring group Airwars, said: fithe Jadida incident alone is

the worst toll of a single (airstrike) incident

argumentthatitdoes ndt target noncombatants risks being
civilians are being killed in west Mosul.0

He warned that the deaths, and other recent attacks in Syria that have claimed dozens
of lives, risked turning public sentiment against the coalition. AVe have until recently
always credited the coalition for taking care to avoid civilian casualties, compared with
the Russians. But since the last months of 2016 you have seen this steep climb in
civilian casualties and public sentiment has turned very sharply against the US-led
coalition.o

As the scale of the disaster became apparent, Iraqi military sources confirmed that they
had been ordered not to launch new operations.

Mosul Jadida residents said three homes had taken direct hits from airstrikes and others
had been damaged by debris and shelling. firhey started in the morning and they
continued till around 2pm,0said Mustafa Yeheya.

fiThere were Isis on the roof of several of the buildings and they were in the
streets fighting. But the strange thing is that the house they were hiding in, their
military room, was not even hit. None of their bases was.0
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Journalists were banned from entering west Mosul on Saturday and Iragi commanders
could not be contacted.

Muawiya Ismael, who said he had lost six members of his clan in the attack, said: fit is
true that this was a battle zone and that Isis were here. They had about 15 people in the
area, and they were in high positions. But they did not have heavy guns. Nothing that
should justify an attack of this scale. It was not in proportion to the threat and soldiers
could have fixed this.o

POLICE WAR REPORTS

NWe Hardly Ever Hear About

Police Shootings Anymoreo
Nit Is Good To See That Law-
Enforcement Officers Have Figured
Out How To Stem The Alarming
Epidemic Of Police Killing People Of

Coloro

AExceptThey Havenot
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AAR, MY CAR STALLED.
% CAN You GET HERE -,
—A ,ﬁ, BEFORE THE CoPS DRI

25 March 17 By Michael Harriot, The Root [Excerpt]



In 2016 it seemed as if cops killed a black man every few minutes, but maybe all the
attention finally got them to realize the error of their ways. We hardly ever hear about
police shootings anymore, and it is good to see that law-enforcement officers have
figured out how to stem the alarming epidemic of police killing people of color.

Except they havenot.

According to the Washington Postds database that
have been shot and killed by police this year.
That is 14 more people than had been shot and killed by police at this point last year. If
you count all the people who died during encounters with police, including Tasers,
physical force and other methods (as the website Killed by Police does), the total jumps
to 278 for the year, five more than last year at this time.
In case you missed it, here are some police killings this year that are just as deplorable
as the ones that made headlines last year, but no one is talking about:
Alteria Woods, 21, Gifford, Fla.: March 9

Alteria Woods was asleep after a night at the movies and the county fair when a SWAT
team showed up at her boyfriendbds house. The <corg
house, and sheriffés deputies say that Woodsbd bc
a human shield and fired at the police through a window.
Police fired back and killed the unarmed pregnant woman.
Woods6é6 boyfriend i s OK.

Desmond Phillips, 25, Sacramento, Calif.: March 17
When Desmond Phillipsé father called paramedics

mentally ill son access his medicine, the fire department showed up instead. They
reported that Phillips was acting erratic, and police were called to the scene.

Two police officers forced their way inside the home and noticed that Desmond
was holding a butter knife and a smaller knife used to chop vegetables.

One policeman fired a Taser, and then a second cop fired his gun 10-12 times,
according to witnesses. Phillips had a documented history of mental illness and no
criminal record.

Rodney James Hess, 36, Alamo, Tenn.: March 16
Police allege that Rodney Hess made erratic statements and was acting wildly when he

parked his car on a Tennessee highway. Hess filmed the encounter on Facebook Live
and told authorities that he fwould like the higher commands to come out.0When he



allegedly used his car in an attempt to strike the officers, they opened fire, shooting
through the windshield.

Hess was unarmed.

Chad Roberson, 25, Chicago: Feb. 8
The police said that they fshot a robbery suspectoand found fdrugs and cash on him.

Chad Roberson was traveling by Megabus from a wedding in Memphis, Tenn., back to
his home in Minnesota. When the bus stopped for a layover in Chicago, Roberson was
told that he should wait in Union Station to stay warm because there was no bus station
for Megabus. At Union Station, Roberson said, cops rudely approached him, and after
they exchanged words, he walked away. Roberson, realizing that he left a bag behind,
turned around, and when the police stopped him for a search, Roberson thought about
the small amount of marijuana in his pocket and turned and ran. Police fired at Roberson
and one of the bullets lodged in his spine, paralyzing him until his death four days later.

Chad Roberson was unarmed and had no criminal history.

Jerome Keith Allen, 22, Jacksonville, Fla.: Feb. 6

In a case of another casualty of the war on drugs, Jacksonville police went undercover

and convinced Ronnie Brown to help them buy $40 worth of cocaine. They went to one
purported dr ug s p o tdrugs.uWhenadheyalkrided &t the sedond dpota n y
Brown got out of the car. Just before leaving, he told the undercover officers to look on

the floor of the police car. When they looked down, the officers discovered that Brown,

who had disappeared into the night, had left the cocaine the undercover cops wanted on
the floorboard.

When the officer who had also been in the back seat raised his head, he saw Jerome
Keith Allen standing at the window with fivhat looked like a dark gun.6 The cop opened
fire and shot Allen six or seven times, later saying that everything happened so fast.

Al'l enés gun turned out to be a toy, amte he
had multiple drug convictions, none including guns or violence of any kind.

They eventually arrested Brown for selling $40 worth of cocaine.

Daundre Phillips, 24, Atlanta: Jan. 26

No one could understand how Daundre Phillips went to the police annex with a
friend and ended up dead.

The police said that they noticed a suspicious person outside and smelled
marijuana. They said that when an officer approached Phillips, who was inside his
car, the officer lunged inside the car and Phillips drove off with the officer halfway
in the car, so the cop had to shoot him.
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Then the video came out.

The video shows Phillips getting out of the car to talk when the policeman pushes him
back into the car. What no one mentioned to the family is that the officer who shot
Phillips did not have on a uniform, and pulled up beside Phillips in an unmarked, red
sports car.

Most damning, the video clearly shows that the officer was never dragged. When
cops searched the car, they also discovered that the marijuana was not lit.

Armound Brown, 25, Kenner, La.: Jan. 23

When police showed up at the scene of a disturbance at a home, a man tried to attack
them with dangerous weapons. To protect themselves, they had to shoot Armound
Brown because he would not comply with their orders and posed a threat to their safety.
It seemed like an open-and-shut case.

Except that local reporters say fat least five family members and several neighbors who
said they witnessed the incident described a different scene.o

They say that Brown had a history of mental iliness, and the butter knives he was
holding posed no threat to the officers. According to the Times-Picayune,
withesses said that fihe was armed with nothing more than butter knives, was at
least 15 feet away from police, and that he and the officers toward whom he was
walking were separated by a brick wall, awrought iron gate, a mattress officers
propped up to use as a shield, and a parked car.o

Brownds father said that police promised they wc

And they wonder why someone had to create the phrase fBlack Lives Matter.0

Ex-Police Chief Rips Customs
Agents For Detaining Him
Because Of His Name:
NHe Had The Audacity To Tell Me |
Was Not Being Detainedo iBut | 6 m
Not Free To Leave-How Is That Not
A Detention?0



NHis Ignorance Of The Law And The
Fourth Amendment Should Disqualify
Him From Being Able To Wear A CBP

Badgeo

Hassan Aden
March 18 Hassan Aden, Facebook

Details of my CBP Detention at JFK Int. Airport:

After spending a lovely weekend in Paris celebrat:
boarded my flight to return to the United States-something | have done countless times
for 42 years after becoming a U.S. <ciJK zen. [ F

International Airport.

On all of my prior trips, | was greeted by the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP)
officers with a warm smile and the usual, WWelcome home sira

Not this time.

I approached CBP Officer Cholihandddbimehy dndét say any
passport and looked at me with a gruff expression and simply stated, fare you traveling

alone?q | knew this was a sign of trouble, | answered fyesg hethensaid, L et 6 s t ake a
walka

| was taken to a back office which looked to be a re-purposed storage facility with three
desks and signs stating, fRemain seated at all timesoand flUse of telephones strictly
prohibitedo- my first sign that this was not a voluntary situation and, in fact, a detention.

By this point | had informed CBP Officer Chow, the one that initially detained me,

that | was aretired police chief and a career police officer AND a US citizen-he

stated that he had no contr ol over the circumste
my occupation was.



He handed my passport off to another CBP officer who was working at one of the desks.
The second CBP officer was indeed kind and appreciated the fact that | was a career
police officer and tried to be helpful.

He explained that my name was used as an alias by someone on some watch list. He
stated that he sent my information to another agency to de-conflict and clear me, so that
I could gain passage into the United Statesé. my

As | sat in the CBP detention center, numerous, at least 25, foreign nationals were also
brought in and quickly released, their detentions were reasonable and appropriate,
maybe 5 or so minutes while their passports were checked.

| pointed out the irony of this fact to the CBP officer that was attempting to itlear me for
entrya | told him, as he avoided eye contact, how wrong this scenario was that the only
US citizen, career US police officer and chief of police, out of the group of detainees,
was the one with the longest unreasonable detention-

| was held for an hour and a half.

| asked several times, fihow long of a detention do you consider to be
reasonable?0, the answer | was given by CBP Officer Chow was that | was not
being detained-he said that with a straight face.

Ithen replied,iBut | 6 m not -Howisthatihat a deteratiore?0

I was in aroom with no access to my mobile phone to communicate with my wife

and family about what was happening, my movements were restricted to a chair

and they had my passportéééand he had the audaci
detained.

His ignorance of the law and the Fourth Amendment should disqualify him from
being able to wear a CBP badge - but maybe fear and detention is the new mission
of the CBP and the Constitution is a mere suggestion.

| certainly was not free to leave.

As former law enforcement, believe me, | agree that if certain criteria is met, a
reasonable investigative detention is not inappropriate-the key here being freasonablea

As | continued to sit in the CBP makeshift Detention Center, watching numerous foreign
nationals enter my country while | couldnét, [
abroad -including five in the past year (all prior to inauguration) - with no problems upon

my return and complete with the warm greeting of ANelcome homea

Fortunately, a CBP officer that had just started her shift took interest in my situation and
began to inquire with the fother agencyothat was reviewing my information-she
aggressively asked them for status updates and eventually called me over to tell me that
| was cleared to enter the United States of America. | promptly thanked her and filled her
in on how impactful this situation was-she apologized and | was on my way after an hour
and a half detention.



| spent nearly 30 years serving the public in law enforcement. Since | retired as the Chief
of Police in Greenville, NC, | founded a successful consulting firm that is involved in
virtually every aspect of police and criminal justice reform. | interface with high level U.S.
Department of Justice and Federal Court officials almost daily. Prior to this
administration, | frequently attended meetings at the White House and advised on
national police policy reforms-all that to say that If this can happen to me, it can happen
to anyone with attributes that can be fprofileda

No one is safe from this type of unlawful government intrusion.

As | left the CBP makeshift detention center, | had to go back through security to catch
my next flight back to DC, ironically, due to my weekly air travel, | have TSA Pre-check
and was whisked through security without a hitch and made my flight by minutes.

This experience has left me feeling vulnerable and unsure of the future of a country that
was once great and that | proudly called my own.

This experience makes me question if this is indeed home.

My freedoms were restricted, and | cannot be sur
wondt happen to my family, my children, the next

This country now feels cold, unwelcoming, and in the beginning stages of a country that
is isolating itself from the rest of the world - and its own people - in an unprecedented
fashion.

High levels of hate and injustice have been felt in vulnerable communities for
decades-it is now hitting the rest of America.

| have contacted my US senators, and my contacts at the NYT and other media sources
to continue to tell the story of what is happening in the United States of America.

YOUR INVITATION:
Comments, arguments, articles, and letters from service
men and women, and veterans, are especially welcome.
Write to Military Resistance Newsletter, 459 Columbus
Avenue, PMB#282, New York, N.Y. 10024 or email
contact@militaryproject.org: Name, I.D., withheld unless
you request publication. Same address to unsubscribe.
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Chicago Army Veteran Who Suffered
Brain Injury After Two Tours In

\ R
Miguel Perez. Photo: Latina

MARCH 19, 2017 BY MIKE LOWE, WGN TV

CHICAGQO, lII. -- An immigration judge has ordered an Army veteran from Chicago, who
served two tours of duty, to be deported.

On Sunday, his family and his attorney pleaded with the public and elected officials to
intervene.

fiMiguel is basically an American in every sense of the word,0said lawyer Chris Bergin.
Bergin says he'll continue to fight to keep Miguel Perez Jr. on U.S. soil.

Perez moved to Chicago when he was 8-years-old and was a permanent legal resident.
He joined the U.S. Army and served two tours of duty in Afghanistan where he suffered
a brain injury in an explosion.

Perez's friends and family say that injury, and the post traumatic stress disorder he later
developed, made it difficult for him to find work when he returned to Chicago. They say
he then started selling drugs.

In February of 2010, Perez was convicted of selling more than two-pounds of cocaine.

fVhat Miguel was charged and did a sentence for was a non-violent drug conviction. He
never hurt anyone,0said Emma Lozano of the Lincoln United Methodist Church.

Perez served seven years, but because he is not a U.S. citizen, Immigration Customs
Enforcement detained him, stripped his legal status and began the deportation process.
He has been in ICE custody since.



il feel terrible, because my son, right now, is a soldier with no nation i no Mexico, no
U.S.A., but my son fought for this country not for Mexicoi n o w, heds not a nati on
said Perez's mother Espranza Perez.

Perez is one of thousands of undocumented immigrant soldiers facing deportation. His
lawyer and his family are pleading with U.S. Sens. Tammy Duckworth and Dick Durbin
to introduce a bill that would make Perez a citizen.

Durbin didn't commit to that Sunday, but noted the complexity of the situation.

itdébs a complicated case, we donét want dangerou
we ought to have our eyes wide open,0Durbin said. Her e6s a man who ri sked
this country, maybe he can pay his price for whe

chance to stay here.0

Perez has two children, both U.S. citizens, an 18-year-old daughter and a 12-year-old
son. He's worried he won't be able to see them again if he's deported.

His attorney has filed an appeal to Board of Immigration Appeals, so Perez will remain in
the country while the appeals process plays out.

NAsS For Ada, She Said She Waited
On Hold Twice For 45 Minutes
When She Tried Calling The VA
About Her Unpaid School Billo
ANl t 6s Been About Thre
My School Hasnot Gott
Ri di cul ous That Weor e
Thiso
AThi s | s Serious. Tohi s |

March 20, 2017 By: Natalie Gross, Military Times [Excerpts]

Sommona Ada is a graduate student at the Univer s
for school with the Post-9/11 Gl Bill benefits she earned after 11 years in the U.S. Air
Force and reserves.



But Ada has n o t-enfoleirectassesliot tlee néxtoeight-eeek term at the UNT
Heal th Science Center because the Department of

Nor has she received her housing stipend since January, she said.

Ada is one of approximately 11,000 beneficiaries who have been impacted by
processing delays at the VA. Department officials said the delays stem from an internal
guality audit that required a review of approximately 14,000 already-processed claims
that started in late December.

firhese reviews require a significant increase in the number of inquiries VA has had to
make with DoD service departments for information about individual training dates and
service times,0according to an emailed statement from the department.

firhis is a significant workload that will take time to work through,6the statement said,
adding that the department does not have an estimated completion time. WA is working
with DoD and is making every effort to minimize the effect of this review to our Gl Bill
beneficiaries.o

As of 2015, more than 790,500 students were using Post-9/11 Gl Bill benefits to pay for
school tuition, fees and housing.

Processing delays at the VA are nothing new, said Will Hubbard, vice president of
government affairs for the Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit advocacy group Student
Veterans of America.

As for Ada, she said she waited on hold twice for 45 minutes when she tried calling the
VA about her unpaid school bill.

After sending proof of her military service, including her deployments to Iraq and
Af ghanistan, at employeesd request, she was tol
may have better luck by calling her Congressman, she said.

itdbs been about three months since my school h a
we O r iag ttgoogh this,0shesaid. T hi s i s serious. 0This is peopl et
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FORWARD OBSERVATIONS

fiAt a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed. Oh had
I the ability, and could reach the nationds ear
biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke.

fiFor it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder.
fiWe need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake.o

fiThe limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom they
oppose.o

Frederick Douglass, 1852

A revolution is always distinguished by impoliteness, probably because the ruling
classes did not take the trouble in good season to teach the people fine manners.
-- Leon Trotsky, History Of The Russian Revolution

Copies Of Military Resistance Newsletter Free On
Request

If you have some good use in mind for a package of Military Resistance
newsletters, email CONTACT@MILITARYPROJECT.ORG with a mailing address,
an indication of how many you need, and how they will be used.
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230 Civilians Killed In Mosul

' Photo by Mike Hastie

From: Mike Hastie

To: Military Resistance Newsletter
Sent: March 24, 2017

Subject: 230 Civilians Killed in Mosul

| had a dream last night that | was experiencing deja vu.

Photo and caption from the portfolio of Mike Hastie, US Army Medic, Vietham
1970-71. (For more of his outstanding work, contact hastiemike@earthlink.net)

One day while I was in a bunker in Vietnam, a sniper round went over my head.
The person who fired that weapon was not a terrorist, a rebel, an extremist, or a
so-called insurgent. The Vietnamese individual who tried to kill me was a citizen
of Vietnam, who did not want me in his country. This truth escapes millions.

Mike Hastie

U.S. Army Medic
Vietnam 1970-71
December 13, 2004
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Nt ds Been An | ncredi
Protests In This Part Of The

Worldo
NWe Havenot Seen Anyt

Them In Many Decadeso
NEveryone Who Has A Grievance Against
The Government Is Planning A Future
Action For The Period Aheado

MARCH 22, 2017 by ERNIE TATE, thenorthstar.info [Excerpts]

ltés been an incredible month of protests in thi
describing them to give you some idea of the political change that seems to be

underway.

We havendt seen anything |ike them in many decac

evidence of a growing politicization of what has been until now, one of the most
politically back-ward working classes in the world.

The election of Trump has certainly re-invigorated sections of the broad left.

Ever since the huge womends mobilization in Wast
the massive actions against the immigrant ban, it has been expressed in street protests,

often national in scope and organized on very short notice, usually through the Internet

and social media.

They have become a common occurrence and are beginning to have an impact upon

the broad general public. For example, newly- elected presidents normally experience a

honeymoon period at the beginning of their term of high popular support, which lasts for

most of the year. Obamadés polls were in the hight
38%, and some polls have him even trending lower.

Trumpbs ban against people from the seven Muslir
beginning of the current surge of protests, and
unexpected and so wide- sweeping in its effects, it shocked the country as hundreds of

travellers were detained at airports as they came off the planes.

Revealing the depth and breadth of the opposition, hundreds of lawyers T north and
south of the Canadian borderi and mainly young, it would appear from the television
coverage T could be seen standing in groups holding placards offering free legal
assistance to anyone who may have been a victim of the ban



And the popular unrest is taking new forms.

One striking example can be seen in the uproar that is occurring at town-hall meetings in
key Republican states during this current recess of the Congress.

Thousands of constituents are storming them to g
are unable to gain entrance. Among their concerns are the Republican proposals to

collapse the Affordable Care Act, iDbamacareq as it is known. Those who depend on it

for their medical care are demanding to know what will replace it.

ltds been a remarkable spectacl e.

Despite the packing of front rows of seats with Republican supporters, wheeled out for
the occasion, these meetings have erupted into a chaotic mess, near-riots, a spectacle
in front of the television cameras and broadcast across the nation, as hundreds voice
their outrage, often succeeding in closing them down entirely.

Frightened out of their wits, many Republican Senators, who are up for re-election in

2018, have refused to hold any town-hall meetings whatsoever, sparking activists in

California for example, to initiate AWh e r e 6 s o¥dmpaidres B locate their fimissingd
representatives, who canét be found anywhere.

So numerous have been the phone complaints, the Senate phone system has collapsed
several times and protest groups have been springing up all over the place.

I have no doubt that the Democratic Party political operatives are behind a lot of this kind

of activity and we shoul dndét be surprised by the
resourceful Democratic Party machine attempts to recover from its humiliating loss and

works hard to keep working class unrest within the ambit of the capitalist two-party

system, which until now has worked very well for them.

But at this stage, the general opposition is much broader than the Democrats, with many
in it having no political affiliations whatsoever and some being very critical of that party.
The New York Times reports that most of the opposition has been made up of
independents, many of whom were at a town-hall meeting for the first time. Masses of
working people are certainly getting a valuable political lesson as they go through this
experience.

Commentators have likened these interventions to similar activities by the right-wing Tea

Party in previous years after the Obama administration was elected, and no doubt there

is an element of copying here, but it has been noted by the media that the Tea Party

di sruptions took place many mont hs after Obama?os

The latest outpouring against Trump came Monday, February 20th, on a national
holiday, officially titled, fPresidents DayqQ but was renamed by the protestors as, iNot My
President Daya

Thousands poured into the centres of major cities such as New York and Chicago,
blocking main thoroughfares and stopping the movement of traffic.



That was preceded the previous week by the Hispanic and Latino community,

which is solidly working class and makes up 17% of the U.S. population, and

which in recent years has a history of taking to the streets to protest against

di scrimination, declaring a natcenoentaf stri ke agai
regulations which had been originally put in place by Barack Obama.

fDeporter in chiefq as Obama was known as, because he deported close to three million
undocumented immigrants during his time in office.

A fDay Without Immigrantsq the Hispanic and Latino strike wascalled. L et 6 s see t hem
do without us for a day!othe strikers shouted.

itds | i ke g¢stated Mandel Cagiro af MIQE, New Immigrant Community
Empowerment, which works primarily with Latino immigrants in Queens, New York. In
the centre of many cities from coast to coast, the New York Times reports, it was difficult
to even get a coffee, to find a shop open or to even get a meal in a restaurant, fas many
cooks, carpenters, plumbers and grocery store ownersq decided to answer the strike
call.

Thousands left their jobs in factories, construction sites and restaurants that day to join
the strike.

Hispanics and Latinos, and many others, have been galvanized into action by the sight
of the authorities throughout the country, armed in military fashion, sweeping up
hundreds of undocumented workers often on the flimsiest pretexts i an unpaid parking
ticket, for example 8 for immediate deportation. Those seized, it turned out, were often
a mother or father of a family that had been in the country for decades.

Everyone who has a grievance against the government is planning a future action for the
period ahead. Planned Parenthood, whose funding by the government was an issue in
the election, is organizing a mass rally in Minneapolis to challenge Republican Speaker
Paul Ryan.

Hebs proposing a draft bill to strip the organi z

And in recent weeks, abortion rights activistsd concerned by the threat to roll back Roe
vs. Wade, which guarantees abortion rights, have begun to turn out in high numbers to
counter the anti-abortion activists, most of whom have been loyal supporters of the
Republicans and who have had the streets to themselves for this past while.

What we might be seeing in all these protests 8 even though the trade unions
have yet to make an appearance 8 is the beginnings of a political consciousness
in the American working class, which with all its contradictions these early days,
might at long last develop to where it will break with the two-party system, break
from the two capitalist parties and enter the political arena in its own name.

Such a move would be truly radical, and in that light the current protests are truly
historic.




In Memory Of Chuck Berry

CHICAGO PD

o CHARLES BERRY
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The Racists Lost Their Minds About This One.
They Feared For Their Daughters

Released 9.56
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzDGx4hUvXg

Fortunately, Not Entirely Without Reason
Released 6.59
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23y2Cz40zs4
and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLV4NGpoy E

Anthem For His Working Class
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2nR|GHE620
Released 9.56

Gold
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ROwVrFOCeqg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kT3kCVFFLNg

RECEIVED FROM READERS



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zzDGx4hUvXg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=23y2Cz40zs4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZLV4NGpoy_E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W2nRjGHE620
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6ROwVrF0Ceg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kT3kCVFFLNg

Nothing Lost In Translation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J02gdsYku7s

[Thanks to Mohammad Basirul Hag Sinha for posting on AmeriConscience[

CLASS WAR REPORTS

T NEVER REALIZED THE N\
AIRLINES OFFERED SOMETHING )
BELOW 'BASIC ECONOMY".

OCCUPATION PALESTINE

Hundreds Of Mourners Gather In The
West Bank For Funeral Of Activist
Killed By Occupation Forces:
NBasil Succeeded In His Idea Of
Gathering People From All Walks Of Life
And Political Parties, And This Is
Reflected In The People Who Are Here
Todayo



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J02gdsYku7s

Araj was a well-know activist who regularly took part in non-violent protests [Ylenia
Gostoli/Al Jazeera]

17 MARCH 2017 by Ylenia Gostoli, Al Jazeera News

Hundreds of Palestinians have paid their respects to slain activist and youth movement
leader Basil al-Araj.

A funeral procession that started from his family home in al-Walaja, a village near
Bethlehem in the occupied West Bank, went on until well into the evening on Friday.

Araj, 31, was Kkilled in an Israeli raid in Ramallah on March 6, after spending months on
the run.

Israeli authorities notified the family late on Thursday that his body would be returned to
them for burial the following day. Since a wave of violence began in October 2015,
Israel has routinely been holding the bodies of Palestinian attackers or alleged attackers,
ostensibly as a deterrent or fbargaining chipg while denying families the right to bury
their loved ones.

fl am happy we reached this moment,0Araj's father, Mahmoud al-Araj, told a group of
reporters near the mourning tent upon hearing news that his son's body had reached the
nearby Beit Jala hospital for an autopsy.

Israeli authorities handed it over to the Palestinian Red Crescent at a Bethlehem
checkpoint.

According to a statement by the Palestinian Ministry of Health, the autopsy identified at
least 10 bullet wounds, including one to the heart which was found to be the main cause
of death, and several to the head.

Araj and five others had been imprisoned by the Palestinian Authority (PA) in April 2016
on allegations they held unlicensed weapons and were planning to carry out an attack
on Israeli targets.



In late August, the six staged a hunger strike to protest against torture and mistreatment
while in PA detention, leading to their release without charge nine days later. The case
sparked widespread criticism of the PA's security coordination with Israel.

Araj was a well-known activist who regularly took part in non-violent protests and actions
against the separation wall and settlements. Many young and politically-engaged
Palestinians have publicly been mourning his death since he was killed, remembering
him as a struggler against the Israeli occupation and an intellectual.

fBasil succeeded in his idea of gathering people from all walks of life and political
parties, and this is reflected in the people who are here today,6 Mahmoud al-Araj said.

Many familiar faces from the Palestinian non-violent struggle movement joined his family
and close friends in the two tents set up for mourners on Friday, watched over by at
least 30 Israeli soldiers and border police officers stationed on a hill in the nearby
settlement of Har Gilo. The Araj family home is located right by the entrance to the
settlement.

fBasil started to fight the occupation peacefully, and he was one of us,0lssa Amro, a
well-known activist and cofounder of the Hebron-based group Youth Against
Settlements, told Al Jazeera. A knew him well, he came to many of our protests. But the
oppression, attacks, and violent reaction from the Israeli army, made him move from
non-violent to armed resistance. By doing that, they killed him,0he added.

Emotions ran high when the body finally arrived and the funeral procession began along
the route of the separation wall, against whose construction Araj and others had
organised several protests.

ANVhy, why, why? Once the Authority, once the army,0sang the women alongside the
customary chants in honour of Palestinian fimartyrsa

Palestinians have been increasingly vocal in denouncing the PA's security
coordination with Israel, which they see as being used to arrest Palestinians while
Israelis who attack Palestinians enjoy virtual impunity.

fiUnfortunately the PA, in general, is becoming a sub-contractor for the
occupation, and they are just giving free information to the Israeli security forces
instead of protecting Palestinians,0 Amro said.

While Araj had been on the run until Israeli forces stormed the home where he had been
staying in Ramallah, four others were immediately re-arrested by Israel after their
release from a PA jail and are currently in Israeli custody.

A small, peaceful demonstration held in Ramallah last Sunday to protest against the
PA's decision to go ahead with their trial was violently dispersed by Palestinian police.

Hundreds of people took to the streets of Ramallah the following day to express their
outrage. Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah later announced he would open an
investigation into the events.



fiWe came from Ramallah and other cities in Palestine to participate in the funeral
because of the message Basil sent to all of us, to the Palestinians and to the Israeli
occupation,0said Muataz, who works in IT in Ramallah and preferred to be identified by
his first name only.

fOn social media, people are not afraid any more. They are writing posts against the
Authority, what they did, and the security coordination between Israelis and Palestinians.
I think this movement will keep going and grow in the coming weeks or months.
Because whatever we risk, it's nothing compared to what Basel did,0he added.

Heroic Zionists Attack And Destroy
Dozens Of Palestinian Grapevine
Saplings, As Usual

March 17, 2017 IMEMC News

Several extremist Israeli colonists invaded, Thursday, Palestinian a grapevine in al-
Khader town, south of the West Bank, and uprooted it.

Mohammad Salah, the coordinator of the Popular Committee against the Wall and
Colonies in al-Khader, said the Israeli assailants uprooted 90 grapevine saplings
belonging to a local farmer, identified as Nader Salah.

The attackers also destroyed a grapevine arbor in Khallet al-Fahim area, surrounded by
Eliezer and Daniel illegal colonies, built on private Palestinian lands.

Heroic Zionists Attack And Injure
Palestinian Fishermen, As Usual:



Also Confiscat ed The FI sher men

And Equipment

March 25, 2017 IMEMC News & Agencies

Two fishermen who were detained by Israeli forces, on Thursday, were reported injured
on Friday, and were subsequently being treated in Israeli hospitals.

Zakariya Bakir, the head of the fishermen committee, said that the detained fishermen,
identified as Rajab Abu Mayala and Khader al-Saadi, were injured during their
detentions, one of whom was reported as having serious injuries. However, Bakir did
not specify which one was suffering from serious wounds or what kind of injuries the two
sustained.

The two are being held in Israeli hospitals and receiving medical care, he said.
Gaza naval police said, in a statement on Thursday, that Israeli forces detained al-Saadi

and Abu Mayala, both residents of the al-Shati refugee camp, while they were sailing
three nautical miles from the shore of Gaza City.

Gaza police added that I sraeli forces also confi

equipment at the time.

The Israeli army regularly opens fire on unarmed Palestinian fishermen,

shepherds, and farmers along the border areas
unilaterally declared fibuffer zone,0 which lies on both the land and sea sides of

Gaza.

The practice, accor di npngwith inManées af defdrgiansof Agency,
fishermen, has in effect destroyed much of the agricultural and fishing sector of the
blockaded coastal enclave.

Gazan fishermen, whose numbers are estimated to be around 4,000, have suffered from
the near decade-long siege of the Gaza Strip, which limits their incursions to just six
nautical miles into the sea in accordance with the ceasefire agreement signed with
Palestinian factions in 2014.

To check out what life is like under a murderous military occupation commanded
by foreign terrorists, go to:
http://www.palestinechronicle.com/

The occupied nation is Palestine. The foreign terrorists call themselves filsraeli.0

DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK

f



Military Resistance Looks Even Better Printed Out
Military Resistance/Gl Special are archived at website
http://www.militaryproject.org .

Military Resistance distributes and posts to our website copyrighted material the use of which has not always been
specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are making such material available in an effort to advance
understanding of the invasion and occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan. We believe this constitutes a ffair usedof any
such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law since it is being distributed without
charge or profit for educational purposes to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included
information for educational purposes, in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107. Military Resistance has no
affiliation whatsoever with the originator of these articles nor is Military Resistance endorsed or sponsored by
the originators. This attributed work is provided a non-profit basis to facilitate understanding, research,
education, and the advancement of human rights and social justice. Go to: law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml for
more information. If you wish to use copyrighted material from this site for purposes of your own that go beyond ‘fair use',
you must obtain permission from the copyright owner.

If printed out, a copy of this newsletter is your personal property and cannot
legally be confiscated from you. fiPossession of unauthorized material may not
be prohibited.0 DoD Directive 1325.6 Section 3.5.1.2.



