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NYPD Cops Fatally Shoot Bipolar

Black Man Holding Metal Pipe:
Officers Jumped Out Of Their Unmarked
Police Car And Fired Without Warning.

April 5, 2018 BY Laura Dimon, Richard Schapiro, Ellen Moynihan, John Annese

A bipolar Brooklyn man waving a metal object at passersby was fatally shot by police
Wednesday when cops responding to 911 calls for a man with a gun said he “took a two-
handed shooting stance” and pointed at them.

The man, identified by family members as Saheed Vassell, 34, was a Jamaica-born
welder and the father of a teenage boy.

Police said they were responding to three 911 calls that came in around 4:40 p.m. about
a black man wearing a brown jacket waving what people thought was a silver gun on the
corner of Utica Ave. and Montgomery St., NYPD Chief of Department Terence Monahan
said at a press conference.
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When the officers got to the street corner, Vassell turned to face them, aiming the object
at them, Monahan said.

:
!

Saheed Vassell, 34, was shot dead b Y cops after he "took a two-handed shdoting stance"
and aimed a metal pipe at cops in Crown Heights, Brooklyn on April 4, 2018.
(NYPD/Obtained by NY Daily News)

“The suspect then took a two-handed shooting stance and pointed an object at the
approaching officers,” the chief said, holding up a surveillance photo of a blurry figure
standing next to a bodega ice machine with his arms outstretched.

Four officers — one in uniform, three in plainclothes — fired 10 shots, striking Vassell
multiple times at about 4:45 p.m., Monahan said.

Police can be heard on emergency radio saying they were on scene at about 4:42 p.m.
and 27 seconds later, officers were calling for an ambulance. The NYPD did not give an
explanation when asked about that timeline.

No firearm was found at the scene — and police said Vassell had been holding a metal
pipe with a knob on the end.

Jacchot Hinds, 40, who witnessed the shooting said officers jumped out of their
unmarked police car and fired without warning.

“They just hopped out of the car. It's almost like they did a hit. They didn’t say
please. They didn’t say put your hands up, nothing,” Hinds said.

The NYPD refused to say if the responding officers warned Vassell before firing.
Vassell was taken to Kings County Hospital, where he died.

None of the officers wore body cameras, Monahan said.



Bereft family members fought with security at Kings County Hospital after hospital staff
refused to let them see Vassell's body.

His 15-year-old son, Tyshawn, described him as a caring father who looked after him.

“He’s always been there for me no matter what,” Tyshawn said. “He’d always come
check up on me, ask me if I'm good.”

He struggled to find the reason for the confrontation with police.

“He cared for everybody. If you saw him, he’d always be in a laughing mood. You would
never catch him down,” Tyshawn said. The shattered teen said he was still trying to
process the news.

“This is what our society has come to,” he said.

Eric Vassell, 63, the slain man’s father, said that his son, who went to Wingate High
School, struggled with bipolar disorder, but refused treatment. “He hasn’t taken his
medication for years,” the father said.

The elder Vassell said he used to fret about Saheed.

“We were always worried for him. We would say should anything happen to him, we just
have to do what we can do," he said.

He, too, struggled for answers Wednesday night.

“Why shoot to kill?” he said. “Are you so afraid that you have to take his life.”

Witnesses said the gunfire threw the afternoon into chaos.

“I heard all these shots, | thought it was firecrackers at first. | turned around and you just
see the cops standing over the guy,” witness Chris J. said. “First it was one, then it was

nonstop after that.”

The witness, who was sitting in a salon across the street, said a plainclothes officer
handcuffed Vassell as he lay motionless on the sidewalk.

“Blood was everywhere,” Chris said. “They put him on his back and they tried to
compress his chest but he was gone.”

One bullet shattered a window at Chucky Fresh Market at 414 Utica Ave. “There were
gunshots, and | just ducked,” said a clerk who declined to identify himself. “A minute
later, cops were everywhere.”

After the shooting, an angry crowd formed at the edge of the police tape shouting at
police and pointing out the officers they believed to be responsible.

“The whole community came outside,” he added. “People were going crazy. It was a
nightmare out there.”



Vassell was known as a quirky neighborhood character with some mental health issues.
His family said that he struggled with alcohol, but the community knew he meant no
harm.

Andre Wilson, 38, who’s known Vassell for 20 years, said he was odd but harmless.
“All he did was just walk around the neighborhood,” Wilson said. “He speaks to himself,
usually he has an orange Bible or a rosary in his hand. He never had a problem with
anyone.”

Wilson said he was shocked that it would come to this.

“The officers from the neighborhood, they know him. He has no issue with violence ...
This shouldn’t have happened at all.”

Vassell's ex-partner, Sherlan Smith, 36, mother to Tyshawn, said she parted with
Vassell on good terms.

“He was a good father. He wasn’t a bad person. No matter how they want to spin it, he
wasn’t a bad person,” Smith said. “Too many black people are dying at hands of police
officers and it's about time something be done.”

On the fence outside Vassell's building a sign read, “Without Consequences Police
Murders Will Continue”, on the back it said “Black Lives Matter."

She also noted the bleak symbolism of Vassell getting shot on April 4.

“On the anniversary of the man who stood up for black people ... you’re going take a
black man down with nine bullets,” Smith said.

The shooting comes as the nation paused to reflect on the 50th anniversary of the
assassination of the Rev. Martin Luther King.

Black Father Gives Son The Talk About
Holding Literally Any Object

4.5.2018 The Onion

NORRISTOWN, PA—Deciding his firstborn was old enough to learn about the cultural
dangers of having things in his hands, African American dad Aaron Mitchell pulled his
son aside Thursday to have “the talk” about holding literally any object.

“Listen, son, it's time you learned how to conduct yourself in public. It may not make
sense to you now, but you need to keep your hands empty at all times. And you might
not like this, but for your mother's and my sake, keep your pockets empty, too?” Mitchell
said to his 12-year-old son, Aaron Jr., adding that his father had imparted the same
advice to him.



“You don’t want to give the impression that you have an object on you. Matter of fact, |
don’t want you hanging out with those neighbor kids who are always carrying things. |
know they’re your friends, but trust me, if you get in trouble with the law, the cops can
say you were a known associate of individuals known to hold things, and therefore you
were holding an object by association.”

At press time, Mitchell was hastily confiscating the objects strewn around his son’s
bedroom.
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AFGHANISTAN WAR REPORTS

The Taliban Keeps Stealing Night

Vision Goggles From Afghan Troops:
The Pentagon Has No Idea What To Do

April 2, 2018 By PAUL SZOLDRA, Task & Purpose

U.S. military members often say “we own the night” due to their use of night vision
devices, but the maxim no longer holds true.

That’s because the Taliban has picked up much of that same tech, either by seizing it
from slain Afghan troops or by acquiring it up on the black market. And while the
Pentagon is well aware of the problem, officials don’t have a good way to counter it.



Taliban fighters, many now outfitted with night vision goggles and infrared lasers,
have more than doubled nighttime attacks on Afghan and U.S. troops between
2014 and 2017, according to a new report from The New York Times.

This has presented U.S. military officials with quite the conundrum: Do we give more
night vision to our Afghan allies to protect themselves, even if that gear has a good
chance of ending up in Taliban hands?

It's a serious problem. While the U.S. has mostly outfitted only Afghan special operations
forces with the devices, it began to equip some conventional units with older night vision
devices beginning in 2016, the Times reported, citing Pentagon documents.

The Pentagon sent 210 night vision devices to the Afghan National Army 215th Corps in
Helmand Province, for example, but only 161 of them were returned.

While the 215th Corps attributed the discrepancy to “battle losses,” according to the
Times, it's also quite common for Afghan troops themselves to dump their own gear on
the black market to make a quick buck.

“Free reminder: almost every item issued to Afghan soldiers ends up in Taliban
hands,” C.J. Chivers, a Times journalist and Marine vet, wrote on Twitter. “If U.S.
opts for wide issue of night-vision equipment, within months the Taliban will have
even more.”

Personally, | think we can probably solve this problem by just giving Afghan troops all
the night vision, drone aircraft, tanks, weapons, and intelligence the U.S. has to offer.
Since they are just about to turn the corner and take this one home for the big win, we
might as well hook them up.

Or we can get the hell out of there. Whichever.
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ICE Is Moving To Deport A Veteran
After Defense Secretary Mattis
Assured That Would Not Happen:
“‘Anyone With An Honorable Discharge
... Will Not Be Subject To Any Kind Of
Deportation,” Mattis Told Reporters At
The Pentagon In February”

Xilong Zhu at Ar ic taiing ratlon in 16. (Xilong Zhu)
April 5 By Alex Horton, Washington Post

Immigration and Customs Enforcement appears to have ignored a directive from
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis to prevent the deportation of noncitizen troops and
veterans, seeking to remove a Chinese immigrant despite laws that allow veterans with
honorable service to naturalize, court filings show.

Xilong Zhu, 27, who came from China in 2009 to attend college in the United States,
enlisted in the Army and was caught in an immigration dragnet involving a fake
university set up by the Department of Homeland Security to catch brokers of fraudulent
student visas.



Zhu paid tuition to the University of Northern New Jersey, created by DHS to appear as
a real school, long enough to ship to basic training using the legal status gained from a
student visa issued to attend that school.

Then ICE found him and asked the Army to release him for alleged visa fraud. He left
Fort Benning, Ga., on Nov. 16, 2016, in handcuffs as an honorably discharged veteran.
He was detained for three weeks and released.

Zhu is waiting for a Seattle judge’s ruling on his removal proceedings, which are based
on allegations by ICE that he failed to attend classes in violation of his student visa. His
attorney says his client is a victim of federal entrapment.

Zhu’s case comes amid Trump administration pressure on immigration judges to speed
up deportation proceedings in an apparent move to adjudicate more removals, aligning
with President Trump’s stated goals.

But it also comes after Mattis said he would protect certain immigrant recruits who enlist
through a program designed to trade fast-tracked citizenship for medical and language
skills. Those assurances followed sustained controversy over how the Pentagon has
exposed more than a thousand foreign-born recruits to deportation. A background-
screening logjam began in late 2016 when fears of insider threats slowed clearances to
a glacial pace.

“Anyone with an honorable discharge ... will not be subject to any kind of
deportation,” Mattis told reporters at the Pentagon in February, describing
exceptions for those who commit a “serious felony” and anyone who has been
authorized for deportation in an agreement he said was made with DHS Secretary
Kirstjen Nielsen.

Zhu’s attorney, retired Army officer Margaret Stock, told The Washington Post
those exceptions do not apply to him.

DHS referred questions to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services. Spokesman
Jonathan Withington declined to comment, citing the pending litigation. ICE declined to
provide a comment attributable by name.

But through court documents, ICE has interpreted the Mattis directive applies to a
narrow group of foreign recruits that exclude Zhu. It's unclear whether ICE consulted
with the Pentagon on the subject, or if the agency has moved to deport other immigrant
recruits since Mattis spoke in February.

Zhu graduated from basic training on June 9, 2016, and was handed over to ICE
custody months later, after the Army lost a battle to retain him, Stock said. Zhu was
included in a group of “holdovers,” an Army term he disdains that refers to soldiers who
fail training.

That wasn’t him.

“It made me nauseous to be lumped into that group,” he told The Post.



How Zhu got in his predicament is a strange, bureaucratic odyssey after he graduated
from Beloit College in Wisconsin in 2013. He wanted to become a U.S. citizen, so he
decided to enlist through the Military Accessions Vital to the National Interest (MAVNI)
program that his father in China had read about. It trades expedited citizenship for
language and medical skills in short supply among U.S.-born recruits.

The program was designed by Stock and implemented in 2009, with more than 10,000
troops rotating through since then.

But it was temporarily shelved at the time Zhu tried to enlist in 2013, so he needed a way
to keep his status. U.S. Quickly, a company that provides education consultation to
immigrants, told him that the University of Northern New Jersey was approved by DHS
to authorize curricular practical training, a type of school credit for his work at Apple as a
customer support technician.

DHS certified his studies, and he paid the university $8,000. He took his new 1-20 form
as proof of lawful status to obtain a driver’s license, Stock said, all while the sting
operation fooled students. As part of Operation Triple Lindy, undercover agents posed
as university administrators, and the school website promised “an exceptional
educational experience.”

U.S. Quickly did not return a request for comment.

“Nobody knew the school was fake,” Stock said, including Zhu, who said it would be
“suicide” to knowingly attend a fake school given that he would soon be screened by
government agencies, including DHS. Stock said DHS never reimbursed the $8,000 Zhu
paid the fake school.

A class-action lawsuit of students alleging entrapment was dismissed in October
because ICE had not determined whether it was taking further action.

USCIS has delayed Zhu’s open naturalization request, Stock said. On Tuesday, she filed
a suit against DHS with the U.S. District Court in Washington state to force a decision.

Zhu was released after seven months of service, according to court documents
obtained by The Post. His driver’s license from Washington state has “veteran”
printed on it.

His status should mean that he can proceed with citizenship. Laws in place since
World War | say noncitizens who leave the military under “honorable conditions”
are eligible for naturalization.

But ICE disputes the circumstances.

Jordan L. Jones, an ICE assistant chief counsel, said in a Seattle federal immigration
court filing on March 29 that Mattis was actually referring only to recruits who came to
the country illegally as children and enlisted later through DACA as those who are
protected.

Zhu is removable “despite his honorable discharge,” Jones wrote, adding the judge,
John F. Walsh, cannot dismiss proceedings.



Stock said Mattis could not have meant only DACA recipients because they
overwhelmingly naturalize in the military and are only a small portion of foreign recruits
who enlist.

FORWARD OBSERVATIONS

“At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed. Oh had
| the ability, and could reach the nation’s ear, | would, pour out a fiery stream of
biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke.

“For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder.

“We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake.”

“The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom they
oppose.”

Frederick Douglass, 1852

A revolution is always distinguished by impoliteness, probably because the ruling
classes did not take the trouble in good season to teach the people fine manners.
-- Leon Trotsky, History Of The Russian Revolution




The Grand Chessboard

The United States Government Positions Itself On The Global Grand
Chessboard of International Politics. Mike Hastie Vietnam Veteran

Photo by Mike Hastie

From: Mike Hastie

To: Military Resistance Newsletter
Sent: September 03, 2017
Subject: The Grand Chessboard

The Grand Chessboard
Photo by Mike Hastie

Vietnam Veteran
Full Disclosure

Photo and caption from the portfolio of Mike Hastie, US Army Medic, Vietnam
1970-71. (For more of his outstanding work, contact hastiemike@earthlink.net)

One day while I was in a bunker in Vietnam, a sniper round went over my head.
The person who fired that weapon was not a terrorist, a rebel, an extremist, or a
so-called insurgent. The Vietnamese individual who tried to kill me was a citizen
of Vietnam, who did not want me in his country. This truth escapes millions.

Mike Hastie

U.S. Army Medic
Vietnam 1970-71
December 13, 2004
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“Soldiers, Take Power Into Your

Own Hands!”

“Elect Your Own Commanders”
“Those Coming To Join You Include Not
Only Friends But Also Officers, Who Are
Former Enemies And Who Only Pretend

- To Be Your Friends”

Russian soldiers celebrate the end of Tsarist rule fdlloning the February Revolution
(Wikimedia Commons)

[The context and background for this leaflet appeal to Russian soldiers appear below
after the leaflet. From Socialist Worker newspaper, March 20, 2017.]

March 14 1917 Petersburg Interdistrict Committee of the RSDRP, Petersburg Committee
of Socialist Revolutionaries

It has come to pass! You enslaved peasants and workers arose, and with a crash the
autocratic government collapsed in disgrace.

Soldiers!

The people were patient for a long time. The peasants long suffered under the power of
the gentry landowners, the land captains, the district police officers and the whole gang
of servants of the tsarist autocracy. Millions of peasants became swollen from hunger
while the State Treasury, the monasteries and the landowners seized all the land, and



while the nobles got fat from sucking the people’s blood. Without land, the peasant
cannot even put his chickens out to feed!

Brother soldiers!

As peasants, as workers, what do you need? All the land and full freedom--that is what
you need!

You did not shed your blood in vain.

For two days Petrograd has been under the power of soldiers and workers.

It has been two days since the dissolved State Duma elected a Provisional Committee,
which it calls a Provisional Government. Still, you have not heard a word from
Rodzianko (chair of the Duma) or Miliukov (Kadet Party leader and Provisional
Committee spokesman) about whether the land will be taken from the gentry landowners
and given to the people. The prospects are poor!

Soldiers! Be on your guard to prevent the nobles from deceiving the people!

Go ask the Duma: Will the people will have land, freedom, and peace?

Soldiers! Why does the Duma say nothing about this?

Autocratic arbitrariness needs to be completely uprooted. The people’s cause will perish
unless we conclude the business by convening the Constituent Assembly, to which all
peasants and all workers would send their deputies--not like in the current Duma,

composed of the wealthy and highest ranks of society, which dooms the people’s cause!

Take power into your hands, so that this Romanov gang of nobles and officers does not
deceive you.

Elect your own platoon, company and regiment commanders. Elect company
committees for managing food supplies. All officers should be under the
supervision of these company committees.

Accept only those officers whom you know to be friends of the people.

Obey only delegates sent from the Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies!

Soldiers! Now, when you have arisen and achieved victory, those coming to join you
include not only friends but also officers, who are former enemies and who only pretend
to be your friends.

Soldiers!

We are more afraid of the fox’s tail (intrigues) than the wolf’s tooth (outright aggression).

Only the workers and peasants are your true friends and brothers. Strengthen your unity
with them!



Send your delegate-representatives to the Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies,
already supported by 250,000 workers in Petrograd alone. Your representatives and
worker deputies should become the people’s Provisional Revolutionary Government. It
will give you both land and freedom!

Soldiers, listen to us! Demand an answer from the Duma right now. Will it take land
from the gentry landowners, state treasury and monasteries? Will it transfer land to the
peasants? Will it give the people complete freedom? Will it convene the Constituent
Assembly?

Don’t waste time!

Soldiers! Talk about this in your companies and battalions! Hold meetings! Elect from
among you commanders and representatives to the Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’
Deputies.

All land to the peasants!

All freedom to the people!

Long live the Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’ Deputies!
Long live the Provisional Revolutionary Government!

Petersburg Interdistrict Committee of the RSDRP
Petersburg Committee of Socialist Revolutionaries
March 1917
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[The context and background for this leaflet appeal to Russian soldiers

[A note on Russian dates: The Julian calendar used by Russia in 1917 ran 13 days
behind the Gregorian calendar that is in general use today. In the “View from the
Streets” series, centennials are reckoned by the Gregorian calendar; dates are given
with the Gregorian (“New Style”) date first, followed by the Julian date in parentheses.]

One hundred years ago on March 14, 1917 (March 1 according to the Julian calendar
then in use in Russia), the Social Democratic Interdistrict Committee (Mezhrayonka),
supported by the Petersburg Committee of Socialist Revolutionaries, issued an appeal to
soldiers.

At that time, the Duma Committee and the Petrograd Soviet of Workers’ and Soldiers’
Deputies were striving to bring order to the revolutionary events on the streets and to
prevent the Tsarist autocracy from restoring its control over the city. Dominated by
moderate socialists, the soviet pursued a policy of cooperation with liberals in the Duma.

Nonetheless, the Soviet’s “Order No. 1,” issued on March 14 (March 1) in response to
soldiers’ pressure and published on March 15 (March 2), called for soldiers to elect
representative committees all along the chain of command, stipulated that officers treat
soldiers respectfully, and asserted the soviet’s primary influence over soldiers by stating
that they should obey only Duma commands that did not contradict soviet resolutions.



The Duma Committee announced the formation of the Provisional Government on
March 15 (March 2), and Nicholas Il abdicated on behalf of himself and his son. By
March 16 (March 3), the autocracy had collapsed. Thus, the ground had been prepared
for the period of “dual power” in Petrograd--between the rival Duma and Provisional
Government and the Petrograd soviet--that prevailed between the February and October
Revolutions.

The Interdistrict Committee, co-authors of the appeal [above] wanted to rally all the
factions of the Russian Social Democratic Workers’ Party (RSDLP), but later in 1917
fused with the Bolshevik current. Their leaflet here presented a militant alternative to the
Duma Committee’s course. According to historian Michael Melancon, it circulated on
March 14 (March 1), 1917, probably before Order No. 1 was issued, and may have
influenced the wording of Order No. 1. Alexander Shlyapnikov, who published the leaflet
in 1923, states that the executive committee of the Petersburg Soviet confiscated it on
the morning of March 15 (March 2).

This leaflet was translated and the above annotation written by Barbara Allen, author of
the biography Alexander Shlyapnikov, 1885-1937: Life of an Old Bolshevik. It is part of
an SW series giving a view from the streets during the 1917 Russian Revolution. The
series is edited by John Riddell and co-published at his website.

The Laws Of Capitalist Anarchy:
“Increasingly Threatening The Existence
Of Society With The Spread Of Anarchy,

And Forming A Chain Of Devastating
Economic And Political Catastrophes”

From: Rosa Luxemburg; Introduction To Political Economy; Ms. 1909-1910 [Excerpt]

The year 1848 was to see both the culmination and the crisis of socialism in all its
varieties.

The Paris proletariat, influenced by traditions of earlier revolutionary struggle and roused
by various socialist systems, passionately clung to the vague ideas of a just social order.

As soon as the bourgeois monarchy of Louis-Philippe was toppled, the Paris workers
used their position of power to demand from the terrified bourgeoisie the realization now
of the “social republic” and a new “organization of labor.

For the achievement of this program, the proletariat afforded the provisional government
the celebrated timeframe of three months, during which time the workers starved and
waited, while the bourgeoisie and petty-bourgeoisie quietly armed and prepared the
subjection of the workers.



The period ended with the memorable butchery of June, in which the ideal of a “social
republic achievable at any time was drowned in the streaming blood of the Paris
proletariat!

The revolution of 1848 did not introduce the realm of social equality, but rather the
political rule of the bourgeoisie and an unprecedented upswing of capitalist exploitation
under the Second Empire.

At the same time, however, that socialism of the old schools seemed buried
forever beneath the demolished barricades of the June insurrection, the socialist
idea was placed on a completely new footing by Marx and Engels.

These two sought the basis for socialism not in moral repugnance towards the
existing social order nor in cooking up all kinds of possible attractive and
seductive projects, designed to smuggle in social equality within the present
state.

They turned to the investigation of the economic relationships of present-day
society.

Here, in the laws of capitalist anarchy itself, Marx discovered the real starting-point for

socialist efforts. If the French and English classics of political economy had discovered
the laws by which the capitalist economy lived and developed, Marx took up their work
half a century later precisely at the point where they had broken this off.

He discovered for his part how these same laws of the present day social order acted
towards their own downfall, by increasingly threatening the existence of society with the
spread of anarchy, and forming a chain of devastating economic and political
catastrophes.

It was thus, as Marx showed, the developmental tendencies of the rule of capital itself
that at a certain stage of their maturity made necessary the transition to a planned mode
of production, consciously organized by the whole working society, if the whole of
society and human culture were not to collapse in the convulsions of unleashed anarchy.

And the rule of capital hastened this fateful hour ever more energetically by
bringing together its future grave diggers, the proletarians, in ever greater
masses, by spreading itself over all corners of the earth, producing an anarchic
world economy and in this way creating the basis for the proletariat of all
countries to combine in a revolutionary world power for the abolition of capitalist
class rule.

In this way socialism ceased to be a project, a beautiful fantasy or even an
experiment of particular groups of workers in separate countries.

As the common program of political action of the international proletariat,
socialism is a historical necessity, since it is a fruit of the economic
developmental tendencies of capitalism.




ANNIVERSARIES

April 6, 1968:
Anniversary Of A Murder By The
Cowards In Blue

-\

Bobby Hutton

Carl Bunin Peace History April 6-12

Bobby Hutton, the 17-year-old first member of the Black Panther Party was gunned
down by officers of the Oakland Police Department.

Police opened fire on a car of Black Panthers returning from a meeting. The Panthers
escaped their vehicle and ran into a house. Police attacked the house with tear gas and
gunfire.

After the building was on fire, the Panthers tried to surrender.

Hutton came out of the house with his hands in the air.

But a police officer shouted, “He’s got a gun.” This prompted further police
gunfire that left Hutton dead and Panthers co-founder Eldridge Cleaver wounded.

Police later admitted that Hutton was unarmed.

April 6, 1712: Honorable Anniversary:

Courageous Slaves Rise Up;
“Death Was Preferable To Life In
Bondage”



Carl Bunin Peace History April 6-12; Slavenorth.com &Pbs.org [Excerpts]

In 1712, some slaves in New York City rose up in a crude rebellion that could have been
much more deadly, had it been better planned.

As it was, it was among the most serious slave resistances in American history, and
sparked a vicious backlash by the authorities.

The stage was set for an uprising.

First, the city had a large population of black slaves -- the result of many years of trade
with the West Indies. Secondly, communication and meeting among enslaved persons
was relatively easy, since the New York City’s inhabitants lived in a small area on the
southern tip of Manhattan.

Thirdly, living in such a densely populated area also meant that slaves worked in close
proximity to free men, a far cry from the situation on the plantations to the south.

The revolt was led by African-born slaves, who decided death was preferable to life in
bondage.

They managed to collect a cache of muskets and other weapons and hide it in an
orchard on the edge of town.

On the night of April 6, twenty-four of the conspirators gathered, armed themselves, and
set fire to a nearby building. They then hid among trees, and when white citizens rushed
up to put out the blaze, the slaves opened fire on them, killing five and wounding six.

The surviving citizens sounded the alarm. Every able-bodied man was pressed into
service, and appeals were made to governors of surrounding colonies. The militia
pinned down the rebels in the woods of northern Manhattan. The leaders of the uprising
committed suicide, and the rest, starving, surrendered.

The death toll in the 1712 uprising doesn’t seem high, but in a New York county
that, at that time probably numbered some 4,800 whites, it was shocking.

In considering the psychological impact on the survivors, imagine some sort of
attack on modern New York, with its 8 million people, that would leave casualties
of 10,000 dead.

A special court convened by the governor made short work of the rebels. Of the twenty-
seven slaves brought to trial for complicity in the plot, twenty-one were convicted and put
to death.

Since the law authorized any degree of punishment in such cases, some unlucky slaves
were executed with all the refinements of calculated barbarity. New Yorkers were
treated to a round of grisly spectacles as Negroes were burned alive, racked and broken
on the wheel, and gibbeted alive in chains.

In his report of the affair to England, Governor Hunter praised the judges for inventing
‘the most exemplary punishments that could be possibly thought of.” “[



White New Yorkers had been apprehensive before the revolt of April 6; now they were
spurred into action.

Strict laws were soon enacted, and more would come, over the next thirty years. No
longer could more than three black slaves meet. A master could punish his slaves as he
saw fit (even for no reason at all), as long as the slave did not lose his or her life or limb.
Any slave handling a firearm would receive twenty lashes. Anyone caught gambling
would be whipped in public.

Involvement in a conspiracy to Kill would result in execution, as would a rape. There was
even a law that discouraged masters from freeing a slave:

The master could free a slave, but only after posting a bond of 200 (pounds). This
money would be paid to the freed slave if that slave couldn’t support himself or herself.

These laws would, in the end, prove to be futile. In 1741, New York would see
another uprising.

DANGER: CAPITALISTS AT WORK

War in Yemen is Making the Saudis Look Bad
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OCCUPATION PALESTINE




A Song Is Born:
“If | Were An Adherent Of The
Occupation, This Song Would Frighten
Me Very Much”

07/04/18 Uri Avnery's Column, Gush Shalom
A friend from overseas sent me the recording of a song.

An Arab song, with a soft Arab melody, sung by an Arab girls' choir, accompanied by a
flute.

It goes like this:

Ahed / You are the promise and the glory / Standing as high as an olive tree / From
the cradle to the present / Your honor will not be violated / Palestine has been
planted in us/

As a dock for every ship / We are the land and you are the water /

You are covered with blond hair / You are as pure as Jerusalem / You taught our
generation how the forgotten people should revolt / They thought the Palestinians
are afraid of them because they are wearing armor and holding a weapon? /
Palestine has been planted in us / As a dock for every ship / Our nation must be
united and resist for the freedom of Palestine and the prisoners /

Your blue eyes are a lighthouse / For a country that has every religion / You united
the people far away and close/ You ignited the spark in all our hearts / Your head
is raised up high encouraging us/

You ignited the light in our darkness /

Despite the softness of your hands / Your hands have shaken the world / Your
hands returned the slap to the occupier / And returned esteem to the nation /

Palestine has been planted in us / As a dock for every ship / We are the land and
you are the water.

If | were an adherent of the occupation, this song would frighten me very much.

Because the force of songs is much stronger than the force of weapons. A gun wears
out, but a song lasts forever.

In the early days of the Israeli army, there was a slogan hanging in our mess: "An army
that is singing is an army of victory!"



The present Palestinian generation has decided to lower its head and wait until the
storm has passed. The coming Palestinian generation may act in a completely different
way.

On the eve of my 15th birthday, | joined an underground (or "terrorist") group that fought
against the British colonial regime. Almost eighty years later | remember just about every
song of that time, word for word. Songs like "We are unknown soldiers without
uniforms..." and many more. Afterwards | wrote an anthem for my company.

| am not a poet. Far from it. But | have written some songs in my time, including
"Samson's Foxes", an anthem for my commando unit in the Israeli army. So | know the
force of a song.

Especially a song about the heroism of a 16 year old girl.

The moment | saw the scene of Ahed al-Tamimi boxing the face of an Israeli army
captain, | knew that something important had happened.

The British politician Lord Acton famously wrote: "Power tends to corrupt, and absolute
power corrupts absolutely.” | would add: "Occupying another people tends to make you
stupid, and a long occupation makes you utterly stupid."

In my youth, when | was already a member of the anti-British underground, | was
working in the office of a British lawyer, many of whose clients were officials of the
British administration. | often asked myself: "How can it be that such intelligent people
can behave so stupidly?” They were nice people, who treated even a lowly clerk like me
politely. But they had no alternative: the occupation compels the occupier to behave
stupidly.

It works like this: in order to uphold an occupation regime for any length of time, the
occupier must believe in the superiority of his race and in the inferiority of his subjects,
who are seen as primitive creatures. Otherwise, what gives him the right to subject
another people? That is exactly what has happened to us now.

The moment | saw the face-boxing scene on TV, | knew that something momentous had
happened. The Palestinian people now have a national heroine. The Palestinian youth
now has a model to emulate.

The Israeli public has got used to the occupation. They believe that this is a normal
situation, that the occupation can go on forever. But the occupation is not a natural
situation, and some day it will come to an end.

Ten thousand British ruled hundreds of millions of Indians, until a skinny man called
Gandhi went to produce salt on the seashore, contrary to the law. The Indian youth
arose, and British rule fell away like a leaf from a tree in autumn.

The same stupidity took hold of all the occupation enforcers who dealt with Ahed al-
Tamimi. Army officers. Prosecutors, military judges.



If we were wise occupiers — an oxymoron — we would have sent Ahed home long ago.
Expelled her by force from the prison. But we are still keeping her locked up. Her and
her mother.

True, some days ago the army realized its own stupidity. With the help of Ahed's
devoted (Jewish) advocate, Gabi Lasky, a "compromise" was worked out. Several
charges were dropped and Ahed was sentenced to "only" eight months in prison.

She will be released in three more months.

But that is too late: the picture of Ahed is already engraved in the mind of every
Palestinian boy or girl.

Ahed, the girl covered with blond hair, her blue eyes shining like a lighthouse.
Ahed the saint. Ahed the savior.

The Palestinian Jeanne d’Arc, the national symbol.

The story of Ahed al-Tamimi happened in the West Bank. But it resounded in the Gaza
Strip, too.

For most Israelis, the Gaza Strip is something else. It is not occupied territory. It does
not concern us.

But the situation of the Gaza Strip is even worse than straight occupation. The strip is
completely surrounded. North and east is Israel, west is the sea, where the Israeli navy
shoots at everything except for fishing boats close to the shore. The south belongs to
Egypt, which behaves even worse than the Israelis and in close cooperation with them.

The situation in the Gaza Strip is as close to hell as one can get. Food at subsistence
level, electricity for two to four hours a day, the water is polluted. Work is extremely
scarce. Only the most severely ill are let out.

Why? It has to do with the demon that plagues the Israeli government: the demographic
devil.

In historical Palestine, the land between the Mediterranean and the Jordan river, there
now live about 13 million people, roughly half Jewish and half Arab, with a slight edge in
favor of the Arabs. Numbers are uncertain, but roughly there are 3 million Arabs in the
West Bank, 2 million in the Gaza Strip and 1.5 million Arab citizens in Israel. The Arab
birthrate is higher than the Jewish average.

These numbers disturb the sleep of many Israeli officials, especially politicians. They
look for means to change the balance. They once had the illusion that if the situation in
Gaza got unbearable, people from Gaza would emigrate. But it did not happen.
Palestinians have become very tenacious.

Then a new fashion came up: just ignore the bastards. Just imagine that the Gaza Strip
has sunk into the sea, as one Israeli politician once prayed. No Strip. Two million
Palestinian less.



But the Strip is there. True, Gaza is ruled by the Islamic Hamas party, while the West
Bank is ruled by Abu Mazen's PLO, and the enmity between the two is vicious. But that
happened in almost all liberation movements in history. In our case, the underground
split between the Haganah ("Defense"), which belonged to the official Zionist leadership,
and the Irgun ("Organization", short for National Military Organization). Then the Irgun
split, and the even more extreme LEHI ("Fighters for the Freedom of Israel”, called the
"Stern Gang" by the British) was born. They all hated each other.

But among the people, there is no difference at all. They are all Palestinians.

Ahed is the heroine of all of them. Perhaps her model played a role in what happened
last week.

For some time, the Gaza Strip was quiet. Some kind of modus vivendi had even come
into being between the Hamas government and the Israeli one. The Israelis
congratulated themselves on their cleverness. And then it happened.

Suddenly, as if from nowhere, the population of Gaza stood up. Hamas organized them
to assemble on Friday near the border fence, unarmed. A prolonged campaign of
passive resistance was to start.

When | was asked what would happen, | said that the Israeli army would shoot to
kill. Simple: Israelis don't know how to deal with passive resistance. They shoot
in order to turn it into violent resistance. With that they know how to deal. With
more violence.

And that is exactly what happened last Friday, the first day of the campaign: snipers
were posted along the line, with orders to shoot the "ringleaders" — anyone who stood
out. 18 unarmed demonstrators were killed, almost a thousand were shot and wounded.

If anyone thought that the democratic world would stand up and condemn lIsrael, they
were sadly wrong. Reactions were feeble, at most. What was revealed was the
incredible hold the Israeli government and its Zionist organization has over the world’s
political establishments and communication outlets. With few exceptions the atrocious
news was not published at all, or as minor items.

But this cannot go on for long. The Gaza protests will continue, especially on Fridays
(the Muslim holy day), until May 15, the Nagba ("Catastrophe") Day, which
commemorates the mass flight / expulsion of half the Palestinian people from their
homes. Palestinian flags will fill screens around the globe.

Ahed will still be in prison.

To check out what life is like under a murderous military occupation commanded
by foreign terrorists, go to:
http://www.maannews.net/eng/Default.aspx and
http://www.palestinemonitor.org/list.php?id=e{898ra7yffoukmf16
The occupied nation is Palestine. The foreign terrorists call themselves “Israeli.”



http://www.maannews.net/eng/Default.aspx
http://www.palestinemonitor.org/list.php?id=ej898ra7yff0ukmf16

DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK

Mr. Putin, Legal Adviser
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