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AFGHANISTAN WAR REPORTS 
 
 

Insurgents Overrun Afghan District, 
Kill Governor: 

ñKhwaja Omari Was Considered To Have 
Been One Of The More Secure Districts 

In Ghazni Provinceò 
 
April 12, 2018 BY BILL ROGGIO, Long War Journal.  Bill Roggio is a Senior Fellow at 
the Foundation for Defense of Democracies and the Editor of FDDôs Long War Journal. 
 
The Taliban overran the district of Khwaja Omari and killed at least eight people, 
including the district governor, earlier today.  Seven policemen were also killed in the 
attack.  
 
Khwaja Omari was considered to have been one of the more secure districts in Ghazni 
province. 
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The attack and death of Ali Shams Dost, the district governor, and seven policemen was 
confirmed by the Ghazni provincial police, according to TOLONews. Nine other 
policemen were wounded during the fighting. 
 
A statement released by the provincial police force said the Taliban launched the raid at 
2:00 AM local time.  The Taliban routinely launches strikes on district centers and 
military bases at night.  
 
Videos documenting the attacks often show Taliban fighters using night vision devices. 
 
The Taliban torched the governorôs compound before withdrawing its forces. The police 
claimed that 27 Taliban fighters were killed in retaliatory airstrikes. 
 
The district of Khwaja Omari was previously considered to be one of the more secure 
areas in Ghazni, which is a hotbed for the Taliban and other foreign jihadist groups such 
as al Qaeda.  
 
Resolute Support listed Khwaja Omari as ñGovernment Influenced,ò according to a 
report issued by the Special Investigator General for Afghanistan Reconstruction. A 
government influenced district means that the government holds sway and the Taliban 
presence is minimal. 
 
The fact that the Taliban was able to easily overrun the Khwaja Omari district center 
indicates that the Taliban presence in the district is far greater than assessed by 
Resolute Support.  
 
FDDôs Long War Journal now assesses the district to be contested. 
 
The security situation in Afghanistan has progressively declined since the US withdrew 
the bulk of its forces by 2014 and handed over security to Afghan forces. LWJ has 
assessed that 46 percent of Afghanistanôs 407 districts are controlled (38 districts) or 
contested (151 districts)[by insurgents]. 
 

 

Afghans Say Air Strikes Killed 
Civilians, Not Taliban: 

ñóWe Found My Cousin In The Rubble 
And Brought Him Here To The 

Hospital,ô He Says, Wiping His Face 
With His Scarf.  óIt Was His 

Graduation Dayôò 



ñEverything Was Destroyed. The Area 
Was Littered With Dead Bodies And 

Body Partsò 

 
Residents say the air strikes hit as hundreds had gathered for dastaar bandi, a 
ceremony marking the graduation of young men who have memorized the Koran. 
 
April 04, 2018 by Ajmal Arian and Frud Bezhan, RFE/RLôs Radio Free Afghanistan. 
 
Dozens of angry villagers screamed in anguish and beat their own faces outside a 
hospital in the northern Afghan province of Kunduz on April 3, a day after dozens of 
people were killed and wounded when the Afghan military unleashed an aerial assault 
on what it said was a gathering of Taliban leaders. 
 
But eyewitnesses and villagers who survived the attack claim the air strikes in the 
Taliban-controlled Dasht-i Archi district in Kunduz Province did not target militants, and 
killed dozens of civilians -- including children -- who had gathered for a religious 
ceremony. 
 
Residents of Dasht-i Archi claim no members of the Taliban were present as hundreds 
of people gathered for dastaar bandi, a ceremony marking the graduation of young men 
who have memorized the Koran, Islamôs holy book. 
 
ñI swear to God, I will kill myself if the government is not held accountable,ò screamed 
one man who sunk to his knees in front of the Zone Hospital in the provincial capital, 
Kunduz. 
 
ñI lost my nephew,ò yelled another man.   
 
ñThe government are infidels,ò shrieked another man as he raised his hands toward the 
sky. 
 
Defense Ministry spokesman Mohammad Radmanish rejected claims that the strikes 
targeted civilians, telling a news conference in Kabul on April 3 that aerial footage and 



images showed Taliban members gathered in a compound with vehicles and 
motorbikes, carrying Taliban and Pakistani flags. He alluded that if any civilians were 
killed, they were killed by the Taliban. 
 
But other government officials admitted that a number of civilians had been killed in the 
strikes. 
 
ñThe Afghan National Army, based on precise information, tried to destroy it to save the 
people from great disaster, but there are reports that, unfortunately, civilian casualties 
were also caused in the attack,ò President Ashraf Ghaniôs office said in an April 3 
statement. Ghani said an investigation into the deadly air strikes had been launched. 
 
Nasruddin Saadi, the district governor of Dasht-i Archi, said on April 3 that the air 
strikes hit a mosque and religious school, killing and wounding around 150 
people. 
 
The United Nations Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said the same day that 
its investigators were in the area looking into ñdisturbing reports of serious harmò to 
civilians. 
 
Swaths of Kunduz Province, located along the border with Tajikistan, are controlled by 
the Taliban. The militants have twice seized control of the provincial capital in recent 
years. The province has been the scene of a number of deadly air assaults, including in 
2015 when U.S. air strikes destroyed a hospital, killing 42 people, most of them patients 
and medical staff. 
 
Amanullah, a resident of Dasht-i Archi, located around 80 kilometers from the provincial 
capital, told RFE/RLôs Radio Free Afghanistan on April 3 that the air strikes hit a 
ceremony for which hundreds had gathered in the Gojar Akhundzada mosque and 
nearby fields. He said around 50 civilians were killed and scores injured. 
 
ñThe helicopters first fired artillery and then rockets,ò said Amanullah as he stood outside 
Zone Hospital. ñEverything was destroyed. The area was littered with dead bodies and 
body parts.ò 
 
Defense Ministry spokesman Mohammad Radmanish rejected claims that the strikes 
targeted civilians.  
 
ñThere was nobody there to help us,ò added Amanullah, who only goes by one name. 
ñThere were no ambulances. We had to transport the wounded by car to Kunduz city.ò 
 
Amanullah claimed there were no Taliban fighters present at the religious ceremony in 
the district. 
 
ñThere were only civilians,ò he says. ñMost were clerics and religious students. It was a 
graduation ceremony for students.ò 
 
Another man at the hospital, who did not want to be identified, claimed 50 civilians were 
killed. 
 



ñThe attack lasted a long time,ò he said. ñThere were no vehicles to transfer the 
wounded. We had to drive the wounded here ourselves.ò 
 
A middle-aged man standing in a dark corridor of the hospital said the air strikes had 
caused a ñdevastating scene.ò 
 
ñWe found my cousin in the rubble and brought him here to the hospital,ò he says, wiping 
his face with his scarf.  ñIt was his graduation day.ò 
 

 
 

POLICE WAR REPORTS 
 
 

COMMENT: T 
The articles below are earlier reports that are reminders there is nothing new about the 

butchers in blue. 
 

********************************************************************************* 
 

Deputies Torturing Restrained 
Teen With Stun Gun: 

ñóStop Resisting,ô One Of The 
Deputies Ordered Despite The 
Fact That Norris Was Clearly 

Restrained And Unable To Resistò 
ñMarriot Held The Teenôs Mouth Shut 

With A Rag As Bryant Drove The 
Stun Gun Into His Chestò 

ñIôll Keep On Doing That Until I Run Out 
Of Batteriesò 

 
August 5, 2017 Andrew Emett / NationofChange 
 
Newly released surveillance video recorded in a Tennessee jail revealed three deputies 
surrounding a restrained teenager while repeatedly using a stun gun to torture him.  



After filing a formal complaint, the teen sued the department and the three officers who 
have been placed on administrative duty pending the investigation. 
 
On November 5, surveillance video captured Cheatham County Deputies Mark Bryant, 
Jeff Key, and Josh Marriott standing over 18-year-old Jordan Norris who had been 
strapped to a restraint chair. According to the video and subsequent lawsuit, Marriot held 
the teenôs mouth shut with a rag as Bryant drove the stun gun into his chest. 
 

 
 
ñAre you ready?ò Bryant asked while aiming the stun gun beneath Norrisô heart and 
pressing it against his torso.  ñWould you like to comply?ò 
 
With a rag forced over his mouth, the teenôs response was inaudible. 
 
ñNo, you wonôt,ò Bryant replied. 
 
As Norris attempted to speak again, Bryant fired the stun gun directly into his torso for 
several seconds. Shortly afterwards, Bryant repeatedly drove his stun gun into the teenôs 
left leg as Norris involuntarily convulsed with his eyes bulging out in pain. 
 
ñStop resisting,ò one of the deputies ordered despite the fact that Norris was 
clearly restrained and unable to resist.  Someone off-camera could be heard 
laughing in the background. 
 
ñYou donôt like it, do you?ò a deputy asked as Bryant continued using his stun 
gun for no justifiable reason. 
 
Although Norris appeared distressed and in physical agony, Bryant incessantly 
fired his stun gun into the teenôs left leg before switching to his right leg.  
 
The surveillance camera recorded Bryant pulling the trigger four times while stunning 
Norris for at least 50 seconds. 
 
ñIôll keep on doing that until I run out of batteries,ò Bryant sadistically warned him. 



 
Norris had been arrested two days earlier and charged with felony possession of 
marijuana for resale, possession of drug paraphernalia, theft under $500, and five 
counts of possession of a prohibited weapon. Approximately 48 hours later, he was 
placed on suicide watch after staff found him banging his head against his cell door 
while suffering from a mental health episode. 
 
Strapped to the restraint chair for nearly three hours, Norris reportedly suffered 
more than 40 pairs of burn marks across his torso and limbs caused by the 
prongs on Bryantôs stun gun.  
 
According to the video, no staff members or other deputies attempted to stop Bryant 
from blatantly violating Norrisô constitutional rights by imposing cruel and unusual 
punishment against the restrained teen. 
 
The deputies issued two more Use of Force Reports later that night after repeatedly 
using the stun gun against Norris while moving him from the restraint chair to a jail 
transport vehicle assigned to drive him to the hospital. Including photographs of his 
numerous wounds, the lawsuit filed by Norris alleges that most of the burn marks across 
his body were not accounted for by the Use of Force Reports or the jail surveillance 
video. 
 
After reviewing the footage, Cheatham County Sheriff Mike Breedlove issued a 
statement: ñAs sheriff, I want our citizens to know that any inappropriate behavior that 
may have violated an individualôs rights will not be tolerated. I have placed the 
employees involved on administrative leave while the investigation is conducted. We will 
work closely and cooperatively with the TBI (Tennessee Bureau of Investigation) and 
district attorneyôs office to ensure all facts are provided and all angles of this incident are 
thoroughly investigated.ò 
 

 

Sheriffôs Deputy Caught On Surveillance 
Camera Beating K-9 Partner 

 
June 27, 2015 By Matt Agorist, The Free Thought Project 
 
Ramsey Co., MN ð A Ramsey county sheriffôs deputy is on paid vacation this week 
after he was captured on video in a downright evil beating of his K-9 partner. 
 
Ramsey County Deputy, Brett Arthur Berry is charged with assaulting a public safety dog 
and animal cruelty for severely beating his dog at a K-9 training seminar over the 
weekend. 
 
The surveillance footage from the Black Bear Casino in Carlton captured this sadistic 
officer as he beat, strangled, and hurled his K-9 partner to the ground. 
 
According to Eyewitness News 5, 
 



ñBlack Bear security told deputies they had been called into the Cobalt Lounge to ask a 
man to leave.  Security followed him with video and saw him return to his hotel room and 
exit five minutes later with his canine partner. Berry and other K-9 handlers were at the 
casino and hotel for training. 
 
ñThe sheriffôs office says Berry walked with his dog to the casino parking lot, where he 
was seen scolding the dog and becoming upset.  Video shows him picking up his dog by 
the collar and throwing it to the ground. The dog ran from him back to the casino and 
through the first set of doors but got trapped by a vestibule. 
 
ñBerry then caught up to the dog and hit it repeatedly, the sheriffôs office said.ò 
 
Berry has been on the force since 1996 and heôs been a K-9 handler for the majority of 
this time.  This is likely not the first time heôs brutalized an animal. 
  
ñWhat I saw, when I viewed itéa few different instances where an animal was definitely 
handled aggressively,ò said Carlton County Chief Deputy Brian Belich in an attempt to 
downplay this cruel behavior. 
 
The Ramsey County Sheriffôs Office released a statement Friday, that said, ñWe hold our 
staff to the highest of standards, and the Ramsey County Sheriffôs Office is troubled by 
these allegations.ò 
 
Apparently the video which shows this officer walloping this K-9 and throwing it 
around by the collar, only óallegesô animal cruelty. 
 
Sadly, this is the second officer to be caught on camera within the last year abusing their 
K-9 partner. Last year, the Free Thought Project broke the story of a Hammond, IN 
police officer who was fired after cell phone footage caught him suspending his dog by 
the neck. 
 

 

Baltimore Cops Caught On Camera 
Planting Evidence For The Second Time 

In A Month 
 
03 August 17 By Rafi Schwartz, Splinter News 
 
For the second time in just under a month, Baltimore officials have released body 
camera footage appearing to show the cityôs police officers planting evidence. 
 
According to the Baltimore Public Defenderôs Office, the latest video ñappears to depict 
multiple officers working together to manufacture evidenceò during a traffic stop on 
November 29, 2016.  
 
In the footage, several police officers can be seen searching a car theyôd supposedly 
suspected of being involved in a drug deal. After finding nothing under the driverôs side 
area, the cameras are turned off. When they are turned on again, the officers searching 



the driverôs side area again almost immediately discover a bag that they claim contains 
drugs. 
 
Two people were arrested and charged as a result of the search; those charges have 
since been dropped. 
 
Of the seven officers involved in the incident, two have been referred to the BPDôs 
Internal Affairs department, the Public Defenderôs Office said in a statement. 
 
The released footage comes just weeks after a similar incident was caught on a BPD 
body camera, in which an entirely different group of officers appeared to placeðand 
subsequently ñfindòðdrugs in an abandoned lot.  Charges stemming from that arrest 
were also dismissed, and at least one officer was suspended. 
 
Police spokesman T.J. Smith addressed the latest revelation, saying simply that, 
ñAnytime an allegation of misconduct is made, we take it seriously and investigate it 
fully.ò 
 
Following this second instance of suspicious body camera footage, Baltimore Police 
Commissioner Kevin Davis released a memo to the department, reminding officers that, 
ñIn the event your body worn camera is not activated during the recovery of evidence, 
under no circumstances shall you attempt to recreate the recovery of evidence after re-
activating your body worn camera.ò 
 

 

Video Shows Texas Officer Him 
Pulling Gun On Teens At Pool 

Party: 
ñThe Cops Just Started Putting 

Everyone On The Ground And In 
Handcuffs For No Reasonò 

ñThis Kind Of Force Is Uncalled For 
Especially On Children And Innocent 

Bystandersò 
 
08 June 15 By Martin Pengelly, Guardian UK 
 
A Texas police officer has been suspended after video posted online showed him 
breaking up a pool party in an extremely aggressive manner, including drawing his gun. 
 



On Friday, units from the McKinney police department were called to the party, at Craig 
Ranch North Community Pool in the Dallas-Fort Worth area, over reports of a fight. 
Police said the incident involved ñmultiple juveniles at the location, who do not live in the 
area or have permission to be there, refusing to leaveò. 
 
On Sunday, McKinney police chief Greg Conley spoke to reporters about what followed. 
 
ñSeveral concerns about the conduct of one of the officers at the scene have been 
raised,ò local ABC affiliate WFAA8 reported him as saying. ñThe McKinney police 
department is committed to treating all persons fairly under the law. We are committed to 
preserving the peace and safety of our community for all our citizens.ò 
 
Conley did not name the officer in question, who was not named when his suspension 
was announced. 
 
According to WFAA8, Conley added: ñA 14-year-old female was temporarily detained 
 
Video posted to YouTube on Saturday shows one officer sprinting past the 
camera, falling and losing his flashlight, then running again. 
 
Teenagers are seen returning the flashlight to another officer, who responds 
politely, before the first officer returns and shouts: ñOn the ground! I told you to 
stay! Get your asses on the ground. I told you to stay!ò 
 
The officer is then seen forcing a number of teenagers to lie on a grass verge and a 
sidewalk and telling others to ñget your ass out of hereò. Some teenagers are 
handcuffed. 
 
One teenager can be heard saying: ñSir, we just came from a birthday party, please.ò 
 
Another says: ñOfficer, I canôt find my bag.ò 
 
The officer replies: ñI donôt care, sit down.ò 
 
The officer is then shown talking to teenagers on the ground. 
 
ñDonôt make me run round here with 30 kinds of fucking gear on in the sun,ò he says, 
ñbecause you want to screw around out here.ò 
 
He then forces a group of bystanders to leave.  
 
One, a girl, does not comply and the officer wrestles her to the ground.  
 
When other teenagers surround him to remonstrate, he draws his gun. Two other 
officers move to restrain him, and the officer re-holsters the weapon. He then slams the 
girl back to the ground, shouting: ñOn your face!ò 
 
As the officer appears to sit on the girl to keep her subdued, hectoring her all the while, a 
voice, possibly that of the person filming the incident, says the officer pulled a gun on the 
girl. 
 



ñNo I didnôt,ò he says, pointing at the camera. ñNow get your butts outta here.ò 
 
The officer is later shown in close-up, lecturing two boys who are sitting on the ground. 
 
ñYou just did what everybody else did,ò he says, ñand what everybody else did was 
illegal. You did it and you got caught. Now youôre sitting here paying for it. 
 
ñI asked yôall to sit,ò he adds, ñyou didnôt and you became a part of the mob. You 
couldôve been the guys that were doing right and you werenôt, so now youôre sitting here 
in trouble.ò 
 
The officer in question is white; most of the teenagers on the video are African 
American. A number of white men in civilian clothes are also shown. 
 
The poster of the YouTube video, named on the site as Brandon Brooks, wrote: ñA fight 
between a mom and a girl broke out and when the cops showed up everyone ran, 
including the people who didnôt do anything. So the cops just started putting everyone on 
the ground and in handcuffs for no reason. This kind of force is uncalled for especially on 
children and innocent bystanders.ò 
 
As press interest in the video increased the mayor of McKinney, Brian Loughmiller, 
issued a statement. He said: ñHaving seen the YouTube video, I am disturbed and 
concerned by the incident and actions depicted in the video. 
 
ñOur expectation as a city council is that our police department and other departments 
will act professionally and with appropriate restraint relative to the situation they are 
faced with.ò 
 

 

Police Ticket Man In Wheelchair: 
Couldnôt Cross Street Fast Enough And 

Hit By Car 

 
Denver resident Kyle Wolfe, who was issued a ticket for being too slow crossing the 

street (Screen cap). 
 



July 31, 2017 by Emily Allen, KDVR 
 
DENVER --  A man in a wheelchair said he was ticketed because he couldnôt get across 
the road during the signalôs allotted time and now heôs fighting the citation. 
  
Kyle Wolfe said he was passing through 19th and Lawrence streets in downtown 
Denver. 
  
Wolfe said he started to cross the street when the signal indicated it was his turn to go. 
  
He said he couldnôt make it through the intersection in the 20 seconds allotted at the 
light. He said he was five feet from the curb when an SUV hit him from behind. 
  
Wolfe said the accident left his wheelchair totaled, and left him scraped and bruised. He 
received a ticket from a Denver police officer for disobeying the traffic signal. 
 
ñI was very shocked that a pedestrian that has the right of way got a ticket,ò Wolfe said. 
  
Wolfe said it takes him more time to cross because heôs in a wheelchair. Plus, that day, 
he was carrying stuff in his lap and it kept slipping as he crossed the street. 
  
ñWhen you are moving, everything is falling. I need to pick it up. People donôt want to 
stop,ò Wolfe said. 
  
Denver follows federal regulations that pedestrians travel at 3.5 feet per second. The 
time allotted for each intersection is based on the width of the intersection and how long 
it will take to cross traveling at that speed. 
  
ñThat is not fast enough for a handicap person to get across a cross walk,ò Wolfe said. 
  
A police spokesman said Wolfe will have the opportunity to fight the ticket in court. 
 

 

Giant Corporation Pays Local 
Police To Harass & Arrest Citizen 
Protestors ñFrightened For Their 

Health And Safetyò 
ñYou Donôt Belong Here,ò He Said. 
ñYouôre Not Welcome Here.ò 

ñThey Just Obviously Wanted To Get 
Someoneò 



 
June 08, 2015 By Anne Meador, DC Media Group 
 
The shoulders of Cove Point Road in Lusby, Maryland are looking pretty ragged these 
days.  Recently, heavy trucks and construction vehicles have crumbled the pavement as 
they thunder down the narrow road.  
 
Not far up Cove Point Road from the main highway, just past the sometimes clogged 
intersection with HG Trueman Rd., they turn left and enter the gates of the LNG plant 
thatôs been there for 40 years, but is now undergoing a major upgrade. The road also 
looks a little brownish from dirt spilled by dump trucks. 
 
Early in the morning on Sunday, May 31, there was no traffic to speak of when two cars 
with Pennsylvania license plates negotiated the gentle turns and hills of Cove Point 
Road.  
 
A police cruiser followed them.  
 
Soon after Cove Point Road turned into Lighthouse Blvd., the two cars, still 
followed by the police cruiser, turned onto Holly Drive. Blue lights flashed.  
 
A sheriffôs deputy wearing olive green pants and a black shirt got out and 
approached the first car. 
 
ñYou donôt belong here,ò he said. ñYouôre not welcome here.ò 
 
As he leaned in, a white badge dangled from a lanyard around his neck.  It read, 
ñDominion Contractor.ò 
 
What happened over the next hour - an ñinvestigation of suspicious vehiclesò by ten 
officers and a drug-sniffing dog, which culminated in an arrest - might be traced back to 
the fact that the white badge had a flip side.  
 
When Dfc. Christopher Sloane turned it over, it suddenly became a Calvert County 
Sheriffôs Department badge on a black background. 
 
The badgeôs two sides, and the ease with which they were switched, represent an 
unusual arrangement in Calvert County between its local law enforcement and a 
giant corporation.  
 
Through a security services agreement, Dominion Cove Point, the operator of the 
LNG plant on Cove Point Road, funds the salary of ten sheriffôs deputies, 
including Dfc. Sloane.  
 
They essentially have two employers, the taxpayers of Calvert County and 
Dominion Cove Point. 
 
The six passengers in the cars which were stopped and searched had participated in 
protests against Dominionôs Cove Point project, including one the previous day.   
 



Within minutes of being pulled over, the head of security at Dominion Cove Point 
showed up. 
 
ñI smell something funny,ò said Officer Sloane, calling in a K-9 unit. Dfc. Bortchevsky 
also declared that the second car, driven by Matt Weaver of Baltimore, ñsmelled like 
pot.ò According to Weaver, it was Officer Bortchevsky who smelled like marijuana. His 
eyes were red-rimmed, bloodshot and glazed. 
 
All the passengersô IDs were run through the system.  If county law enforcement was 
infected with xenophobia, it should have been soothed by the fact that two passengers 
were locals. 
 
ñWe told him we were guests of a resident of Cove Point Beach, but he seemed 
determined to find something to pin on us,ò said Donny Williams of Lusby.  
 
They had turned onto the side street to call for directions after they missed their turn. 
Two residents came to vouch for them, but it went nowhere. 
 
Everyone was patted down, their pockets searched. After being sniffed by the dog, the 
cars and their contents were meticulously searched. The deputies looked for false 
bottoms on water bottles, rifled through a backpack full of clothes, and flipped through 
and read notebooks, supposedly looking for drugs.  
 
They took one notebook back to the station and photocopied it. 
 
It was surreal, ña weird scene that didnôt make any sense,ò said Kaitlyn Rorke of 
Baltimore.   òSome of us were getting really frightened.ò 
 
The extensive rummaging eventually came up with pay dirt: unlabeled pills. They 
turned out to belong to Rorke, who, for convenience when traveling, had put a few 
prescription medications in a single bottle instead of bringing all the original 
bottles with her. 
 
She was arrested and charged with possessing controlled, dangerous substances 
(Schedule 2, 4).  
 
She was later released without bail when a commissioner found that she was held 
without probable cause, but she must still appear for a court date later. 
 
ñThey just obviously wanted to get someone,ò said Rorke. 
 
Cove Point Beach is one of the best places to find sharkôs teeth, according to Ken 
Pritchard.  He said he had offered to host a beach walk at low tide on Sunday morning. 
 
He was surprised to hear that one of the deputies had mentioned him by name, had in 
fact repeatedly tried to coax his name out of his guests. ñPeople were invited to my 
house on Sunday,ò he said. ñI did not courtesy copy the Calvert County Sheriffôs 
Department,ò he added dryly. 
 



We Are Cove Point, a group which opposes Dominionôs expansion of the LNG plant, had 
called for a ñgentle challengeò to efforts to limit public access to the beach around the 
lighthouse. It is the tip of the water boundary of Dominionôs facility.  
 
Private security and county deputies have been shooing locals off the beach, 
though they admit it is perfectly legal for them to be there. 
 
Later, Sgt. Steve Jones told a local newspaper that he didnôt know about any gathering 
of people who oppose the Dominion project. ñI wish they had told me about Sundayôs 
event,ò Officer Jones told Bayonet. ñWe didnôt know what to expect. Had we known we 
could have helped them.ò 
 
Whether his helpful attitude is sincere or not, Sgt. Jones is ignoring the fact that out-of-
state visitors to Cove Point are typically not treated suspiciously. The Cove Point 
Lighthouse hosts many weddings with out-of-town guests. An event took place there the 
very same day, according to Donny Williams, and cars with out-of-state tags were 
parked in the neighborhood. 
 
Williams said that after Dominion head of security Lou Blanketôs prompt arrival on the 
scene, he stayed only long enough to get a report from Officer Sloane.  
 
Two other men from Dominion security observed ñthe illegal stop and search 
which Dominion is paying for,ò as Matt Weaver described it. 
 
The conversion of Dominion Cove Point from an LNG import terminal into an export 
terminal has divided the county between those who look forward to jobs and tax dollars 
and those who are frightened for their health and safety. 
 
Some think that a risk analysis conducted by the state several years ago shows that the 
facility was never safe to begin with - the possibility of an ignitable vapor cloud was too 
great for a residential area housing thousands of people. In addition to the increased risk 
of liquefying natural gas onsite, they will have to breathe copious toxic emissions too. 
Because of its connection to fracking, Cove Point LNG has also been a flashpoint for 
controversy around the country and attracted ñoutsidersò to the opposition camp. 
A six-mile walk on Saturday, May 30 from Solomonôs Island to the Cove Point terminal - 
with almost two hundred people participating - shows that hope of stopping the project, 
in spite of all the permits approved and construction in progress, hasnôt died. 
 
ñWe have a lot of momentum on our side right now,ò Williams said. 
 
He also believes, as others do, that Dominion views them as a serious threat and is 
taking measures to undermine, harass and intimidate them, using the sheriffôs deputies, 
also known as the Special Ops team, as their private security force.  
 
The stop and search and Rourkeôs arrest were just one example of this. 
 
Dominion is paying the Calvert County Sheriffôs Office $1.5 million, he said, ñto 
have members of the Special Operations Team at Dominionôs beck and call 
whenever the company desires them while they are also on-duty as public 
servants.ò  
 



(In fiscal year 2014, Dominion provided approximately $1.2 million to the Sheriffôs Office, 
according to the County Administrator in a June 2014 letter to Dominion Cove Point.) 
 
ñIôm afraid of whatôs happening with police, of Dominionôs influence on police, what they 
feel their main job is,ò said Kaitlyn Rorke. ñWhatever your opinion on (Dominion Cove 
Point), having a police force that all that citizens can trust and depend on is a really vital 
thing.ò 
 
Dominion has billions at stake with Cove Point LNG.  
 
In their official capacity, ten sheriffôs deputies serve the interest of public welfare and 
safety, but instead appear to be protecting the interests of a private corporation, one 
which pays their salaries.  
 
It all comes down to the double-sided badge. When, in an instant, an officerôs badge can 
flip from black to white and back again, citizens in Calvert County can justifiably ask, 
ñWho do you work for?ò 
 

 
 

MILITARY REPORTS 
 

 
 

Pentagon Censors Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Syria Troop Numbers From Public 

Deployment Report: 
Information Also Now Deleted From 

Previous Reports 
 
4.9.18 By: Tara Cop, Military Times [Excerpts] 
 
After months of review, the Pentagon has released a quarterly report of the 
number of troops serving overseas ð minus any data it previously reported about 
the number of service members deployed in combat. 
 
The Defense Manpower Data Center for years has reported quarterly the number of 
active duty, National Guard and Reserve forces assigned to each state and stationed at 
each country overseas. 
 
When asked last week why the quarterly December report still had not posted, a 
defense official said ñDMDC is currently updating their policy for these reports.  
The information should be available soon, and retroactive numbers will be 
available.ò 



 
The Pentagon typically reports each quarterôs data three months after the quarter ends. 
 
The December report, however, just had blank spaces where Iraq, Syria and 
Afghanistan figures used to be. 
 
An asterisk at the bottom said, ñwith ongoing operations, any questions concerning DoD 
personnel strength numbers are deferred to OSD Public Affairs/Joint Chiefs of Staff.ò 
 
They also stripped Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan numbers from the previously 
released September report, with the same disclaimer. 
 
The Defense Department has also now scrubbed yearôs worth of the previous 
quarterly reports from the website. 
 
Last year, the databases were a way to provide some transparency on the number 
of forces involved in the war against the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria, when the 
Pentagon would not provide them. 
 
The Pentagon will still only say there are approximately 5,200 forces in Iraq, a number 
that has not changed in more than a year. 
 

 
 

FORWARD OBSERVATIONS 
 
 

 
 



ñAt a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed.  Oh had 
I the ability, and could reach the nationôs ear, I would, pour out a fiery stream of 
biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. 
 
ñFor it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder. 
 
ñWe need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake.ò 
 
ñThe limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom they 
oppose.ò 

 
Frederick Douglass, 1852 
 
 

What country can preserve its liberties if its rulers are not warned from time to 
time that their people preserve the spirit of resistance?  Let them take arms. 
-- Thomas Jefferson to William Stephens Smith, 1787 

 
 

Donald Trump (Climate Silence) 

 
Photo by Mike Hastie 

 
From: Mike Hastie 
To: Military Resistance Newsletter 
Sent: September 07, 2017 
Subject: Donald Trump (Climate Silence) 
 
The craziest president we have ever had. 
 



Bill McKibben 
 
Democracy Now 
 
September 7, 2017 
 

Photo and caption from the portfolio of Mike Hastie, US Army Medic, Vietnam 
1970-71.  (For more of his outstanding work, contact hastiemike@earthlink.net) 

 

One day while I was in a bunker in Vietnam, a sniper round went over my head.  
The person who fired that weapon was not a terrorist, a rebel, an extremist, or a 
so-called insurgent.  The Vietnamese individual who tried to kill me was a citizen 
of Vietnam, who did not want me in his country.  This truth escapes millions.  
 
Mike Hastie 
U.S. Army Medic 
Vietnam 1970-71 
December 13, 2004  

 
 

Blindfolded 
 
Written by Dennis Serdel: Military Resistance 2010; Vietnam 1967-68 (one tour) Light 
Infantry, Americal Div. 11th Brigade; United Auto Workers GM Retiree 
 

**************************************************************** 
 
                Blindfolded 
 
I was born in March of 1947 
when my Father came home from WWII 
and married my Mother who worked 
as a Secretary in Kalamazoo. 
Yes, I am a true ñBaby Boomerò or 
in other words a ñWar Babyò born 
from the ñGreatest Generation.ò 
I now know how they are going to handle 
the influx of all the ñBaby Boomersò 
who are beginning to retire. 
The Companies are going bankrupt, 
They Say, and will Not pay me any 
Retirement pay or Health Care. 
But in the 1960ôs, it was my turn to serve 
in the Army in Vietnam because 
I was fighting Against the Idea 
that a Countryôs wealth should be 
evenly spread to All the Citizens 
as fair as possible. 
Instead, I was fighting for the Idea 

mailto:hastiemike@earthlink.net


that a Few people should own 
the Wealth of a Country 
and the rest of the Citizens 
should be poor. 
But when I came home from the War 
I joined a Union and I was Not poor 
but ñMiddle Class.ò 
However, it looks like I shall return 
to my proper place again 
that being poor as the Unions are 
being stabbed in the back by 
Obama who represents the Few. 
Did I mention that my Son is a 
ñWar Babyò from Americaôs 
ñWorst Generation ? ñ 
So let him be especially 
laid off fired let go and poor. 
The Iraq and Afghanistan Soldiers 
and Veterans are another 
ñGreatest Generationò who do 
what they are told to do by the Few 
but it looks like they will be poor 
anyway because that is the way 
America wants them to be. 
A Few people have all the money 
and the rest of the Citizens are poor. 
So I have taken on the job of 
convincing our new ñGreatest Generationò 
that when the Wars are over, 
they will be tossed aside like 
used toilet paper and their reward 
will be to work hard at slave Worker 
wages to raise their ñWar Babies.ò 
The government blindfolds them 
now with yellow ribbons, 
parades with all the trimmings 
all the welcome backs 
and elaborate funerals to assure 
them that their Country really 
appreciates them for fighting 
and dying for the Idea of America. 
The greatest fear that the Few have 
who own all the wealth have 
is giving guns and ammo to the poor 
people like our Iraq and Afghanistan 
Soldiers. 
 
I mean, gee whizz Uncle Sam Few, 
you really do fear that after you 
keep stepping on their poor Mothers 
and Fathers, Aunts and Uncles, 



Brothers and Sisters 
Cousins and Neighbors 
and Friends that the Soldiers 
just might get together 
and march on Washington 
DC and NY City 
to eliminate the Few. 
 

MORE 
 

 
 

 

ñCapitalism Becomes Caught In A 
Fundamental Contradictionò 
ñThe More Countries Develop A 

Capitalist Industry Of Their Own, The 
Greater Is The Need And Possibility 

For Expansion Of Productionò 
ñThe Smaller In Relation To This Is The 
Possibility Of Expansion Due To Market 

Barriersò 
 



From: Rosa Luxemburg; Introduction To Political Economy; Ms. 1909-1910 [Excerpt] 
 
It is the innermost need of capitalist production, as we have seen, the very law of its 
existence, that it should have the possibility of not remaining stable, but extending ever 
more widely and ever more rapidly, i.e. producing ever greater masses of commodities, 
in ever larger factories, and ever more rapidly, with ever better technical means.  
 
This expansion possibility of capitalist production knows no inherent limits, since there 
are no limits to technological progress and hence to the productive powers of the earth.  
 
But this need for expansion does come up against quite particular limits, i.e. those of the 
interest of capitalist profit.  Production and its expansion only make sense if they yield at 
least the customary average profit.  
 
Whether this is the case depends on the market, i.e. on the relationship between 
effective demand on the part of consumers, and the amount of commodities produced 
along with their prices.   
 
The interest of capitalist profit requires an ever more rapid and greater production, 
thereby creating at each step the market limitations that stand in the way of the 
impetuous expansive pressure of production.  
 
The result of this, as we have seen, is the unavoidability of industrial and trade 
crises, which periodically balance the relationship between the inherently 
unbounded, limitless capitalist pressure of production and the barriers to 
capitalist consumption, and make possible the continued existence of capitalism 
and its further development.  
 
Yet the more countries develop a capitalist industry of their own, the greater is the 
need and possibility for expansion of production, while the smaller in relation to 
this is the possibility of expansion due to market barriers.  
 
If we compare the leaps by which English industry grew in the 1860s and 70s, when 
England was still the leading capitalist country on the world market, with its growth in the 
last two decades, since Germany and the United States have significantly displaced 
England on the world market, it is clear that growth has become much slower in relation 
to the previous period.  
 
But what was the particular fate of English industry unavoidably faces German and North 
American industry too, and eventually the industry of the whole world.  
 
Incessantly, with each step of its own further development, capitalist production is 
approaching the time when its expansion and development will be increasingly slow and 
difficult. 
 
The capitalist mode of production is still able to achieve powerful expansion by 
everywhere suppressing all more backward forms of production.  In generally, the 
movement, as we have seen, is in this direction.  
 
But precisely through this development, capitalism becomes caught in a fundamental 
contradiction.  



 
The more that capitalist production takes the place of more backward forms, the 
more tightly the limits placed on the market by requirement for profit constricts 
the need of already existing capitalist firms to expand.  
 
The matter becomes clear if we imagine for a moment that the development of 
capitalism has proceeded so far that on the whole earth everything that people 
produce is produced capitalistically, i.e. only by private capitalist entrepreneurs in 
large firms with modern wage-workers.  Then the impossibility of capitalism 
clearly appears.  
 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 

April 13, 1919: 
A Hero Imprisoned For Opposing 

Imperial War 

 
 



Carl Bunin Peace History April 13-19 
 
Socialist and labor leader Eugene V. Debs was imprisoned for opposing U.S. entry into 
World War I. 
 
While in prison, he received nearly one million votes for President in the 1920 
election (as he had in 1912). 
 

 
 

 

April 14, 1988: 
Very Happy Anniversary 

Next To Last Government To Invade 
Afghanistan Withdraws In Defeat 

 
Happy Russian soldiers going home. 

 
Carl Bunin Peace History April 9-15 
 
April 14, 1988:  
 
The Soviet Union signed an agreement to withdraw its troops from Afghanistan after ten 
years of humiliating defeats at the hands of Afghan resistance forces. 



 

 

April 15, 1865 
Lincoln Assassinated 

 

The Martyr 
BY HERMAN MELVILLE, April 1865 

 

ñIndicative of the passion of the people  
on the 15th of April, 1865ò 
 
Good Friday was the day 
    Of the prodigy and crime, 
When they killed him in his pity, 
    When they killed him in his prime 
Of clemency and calmð 
         When with yearning he was filled 
         To redeem the evil-willed, 
And, though conqueror, be kind; 
    But they killed him in his kindness, 
    In their madness and their blindness, 
And they killed him from behind. 
  
              There is sobbing of the strong, 
                   And a pall upon the land; 
              But the People in their weeping 
                                    Bare the iron hand: 
              Beware the People weeping 
                   When they bare the iron hand. 
  
He lieth in his bloodð 
    The father in his face; 
They have killed him, the Forgiverð 
    The Avenger takes his place, 
The Avenger wisely stern, 
         Who in righteousness shall do 
         What heavens call him to, 
And the parricides remand; 
    For they killed him in his kindness, 
    In their madness and their blindness. 
And his blood is on their hand. 
  
                    There is sobbing of the strong, 
                        And a pall upon the land; 
                    But the People in their weeping 
                                    Bare the iron hand: 
                    Beware the People weeping 
                        When they bare the iron hand. 



 

 
 

RECEIVED FROM READERS 

 
 

ñCops In Our Great Democracy Are No 
More Or Less Than An Army Defending 

Capitalò 
 
From: Frank S 
To: Military Resistance Newsletter 
Subject: Re: Military Resistance 16D2: Welcome Home Soldier 
Date: Apr 8, 2018 
 
[Re news story ñNYPD Cops Fatally Shoot Bipolar Black Man Holding Metal Pipeò 
Military Resistance 16D2]r 
 
The unfortunate man was deranged, pointing what looked like a gun at peopleôs 
heads...whether the cops were jews, catholics, had one tit and one ball or were species 
fluid and had sex with cats, they reacted as most armed people would react to a person 
pointing a gun at them - like, say, military people, and cops in our great democracy are 
no more or less than an army defending capital and keeping order in the shitholes of 
america so that pampered fucking privileged types can criticize individuals instead of 
radically changing the system responsible for them! 
 

 

ñItôs Never What It Seemsò 

 



[Thanks to SSG N (retôd) who sent this in.  She writes: ñItôs never what it seems.  Being 
puppets in someone elseôs game.ò] 

 

 
 

DANGER: CAPITALISTS AT WORK 
 
 

 
 

 
 



DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK 
 
 

 
 
 

DO YOU HAVE A FRIEND OR RELATIVE IN 
MILITARY SERVICE? 

Forward Military Resistance along, or send us the address if you wish and weôll 
send it regularly.   
 
Whether at a base in the USA or stationed outside the Continental United States, 
this is extra important for your service friend, too often cut off from access to 
encouraging news of growing resistance to the war and economic injustice, inside 
the armed services and at home.   
 
Send email requests to address up top or write to: Military Resistance Newsletter, 
P.O Box 2604, N.Y., N.Y. 10108 

 
 

YOUR INVITATION: 
Comments, arguments, articles, and letters from service 
men and women, and veterans, are especially welcome.  
Write to Military Resistance Newsletter, P.O Box 2604, N.Y., 
N.Y. 10108 or email contact@militaryproject.org:  Name, 
I.D., withheld unless you request publication.  Same 
address to unsubscribe.   

 
 

Military Resistance Looks Even Better Printed Out 
Military Resistance/GI Special are archived at website 

http://www.militaryproject.org . 

mailto:contact@militaryproject.org
http://www.militaryproject.org/


 

 
 
Military Resistance distributes and posts to our website copyrighted material the use of which has not always been 
specifically authorized by the copyright owner.  We are making such material available in an effort to advance 
understanding of the invasion and occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan.  We believe this constitutes a ñfair useò of any 
such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law since it is being distributed without 
charge or profit for educational purposes to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included 
information for educational purposes, in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107.  Military Resistance has no 
affiliation whatsoever with the originator of these articles nor is Military Resistance endorsed or sponsored by 
the originators.  This attributed work is provided a non-profit basis to facilitate understanding, research, 
education, and the advancement of human rights and social justice.  Go to: law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml for 
more information.  If you wish to use copyrighted material from this site for purposes of your own that go beyond ófair useô, 
you must obtain permission from the copyright owner.   

 

If printed out, a copy of this newsletter is your personal property and cannot 
legally be confiscated from you.  ñPossession of unauthorized material may not 
be prohibited.ò  DoD Directive 1325.6 Section 3.5.1.2.  

 
 
 


