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AFGHANISTAN WAR REPORTS 
 
 

How The US Military’s Opium War In 
Afghanistan Was Lost: 

“US Air Force Was Using 21st Century 
Fighter Jets To Bomb Little More Than 

Mud Huts” 
 

25 April 2019 By Justin Rowlatt, BBC News [Excerpt 
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The US has spent $1.5m (£1.15m) a day since 2001 fighting the opium war in 
Afghanistan. So why is business still booming? 
 
Itôs November 2017. The night vision camera shows a network of streets in a town in 
Helmand province, the poppy-growing centre of Afghanistan. 
 
The camera wheels around the targets before the missiles come arcing in. 
 
There are nine strikes in total, each one taking out an individual building in a series of 
almost simultaneous explosions. 
 
This is a jaw-dropping example of precision bombing, using some of the most advanced 
military technology ever devised, including a B-52 strategic bomber, an F-22 Raptor 
stealth fighter and an M142 tactical rocket launcher. 
 
The video of this attack, in which eight Afghan civilians were killed, was one of a series 
published online by the American military - vivid evidence of the progress of a year-long 
bombing campaign code-named "Iron Tempest". 
 
The objective was to take out the heroin laboratories at the heart of the Talibanôs $200m-
a-year opium trade, and it was to involve some 200 similar strikes. 
 
But, according to new research from the London School of Economics, Operation Iron 
Tempest was not what it seemed. 
 
The study found that, despite excellent intelligence, the multi-million-dollar 
campaign was having a negligible effect on either the Taliban or the drug 
trafficking networks in Afghanistan. 
 
So, what were the Americans actually attacking? 
 
That was the question Dr David Mansfield asked himself when he first watched that 
opening salvo in the campaign. 
 
"It was bizarre," he says. "I was sitting in the UK, more than three and a half thousand 
miles from Afghanistan, watching these incredible attacks unfold. The technology the 
Americans were using was stunning. These bombs seemed to be going in with pin-point 
accuracy but I was just thinking ówhat is the target here?ô" 
 
Dr Mansfield has studied the Afghan opium industry for more than two decades. 
He says heroin production leaves certain tell-tale signs and he wasn’t seeing any 
of them. 
 
Yet American Forces were claiming the attacks were a success. 
 
It would take months of careful detective work using the kind of expertise usually 
employed by the military - advanced mapping technologies, geospatial analysis of 
satellite images, as well as dogged investigation on the ground - before Dr Mansfield felt 
he understood what was happening. 
 
His conclusion is surprising.  



 
Despite the incredible resources the American military were pouring in, Dr 
Mansfield and his team are now convinced that the US Air Force was using 21st 
century fighter jets to bomb little more than mud huts. 
 
Opium is woven deeply into the fabric of the conflict in Afghanistan, now the longest war 
in American history. 
 
The profits from the heroin it produces are used to fund the Taliban, as well as terrorist 
groups like the so-called Islamic State and Al Qaeda. 
 
And heroin also drives the rampant corruption that is so corrosive to civil society in 
Afghanistan. 
 
It was clear just how institutionalised poppy cultivation has become when, in 2016, I 
travelled to an opium farm in what was supposed to be a government-controlled area. 
 
The farmers did not feel any need to try and disguise what they were growing, as 
thousands of swollen opium poppy heads nodded cheerfully in a field just half an hour 
from Mazar-e-Sharif airport, and right beside the main road. 
 
The poppies had been scored the night before and overnight the sap had oozed out 
under a dark scab.  Five or six men were working their way steadily through the plants, 
scraping the sticky latex from the bulbs with a sickle shaped tool, their shalwar kameez 
brown with opium stains. 
 
The farmer, Taza Meer, was at ease under the protection of an ominous looking man 
with an AK47 slung over his shoulder. 
 
"Donôt worry about him", he reassured. "Heôs the local policeman." 
 
Growing opium is a very serious crime in Afghanistan, punishable with death, yet 
here was a policeman welcoming a BBC reporter to a poppy field at the height of 
the harvest. 
 
 

RECORD OUTPUT 
 
By 2017, the evidence of the Allied failure to contain opium production had become 
impossible to ignore. 
 
Four days before Iron Tempest began in November 2017, the UN Office on Drugs and 
Crime (UNODC) had announced that poppy cultivation had risen more than 120,000 
hectares in a single season. 
 
When US and British forces invaded Afghanistan in October 2001 poppies were grown 
on around 74,000 hectares - 285 square miles. 
 
The new figures showed production had increased more than four-fold in 15 years: now 
opium was being grown on 328,000 hectares - 1,266 square miles. 



 

 

And there had been another change too. In the past the opium latex would be 
dried and smuggled out of Afghanistan as a sticky paste to be refined elsewhere. 

Now Afghan and western officials were estimating that half, possibly more, of 
Afghan opium was being processed either into morphine or heroin. 

It made smuggling easier and also massively increased the profits for drug 
traffickers and the Taliban, who are reckoned to take a "tax" of about 20% of 
profits. 
 

 
 

MILITARY NEWS 
 
 

Andersen AFB Used Pesticidal Pool 
Chlorinator In Drinking Water; 
“Last Year, The Pentagon Found The 

Water At Or Around At Least 126 Military 
Installations Contained Potentially 

Harmful Levels Of Compounds Which 



Could Cause Cancer And Developmental 
Delays For Fetuses And Infants” 

 
April 8 By Stephen Losey; Air Force Times 
 
Andersen Air Force Base in Guam has been fined by the territoryôs Environmental 
Protection Agency for using pool chlorination tabs that were classified as a pesticide to 
sanitize some of its drinking water. 
 
Andersen said in a release Saturday that it had used Pool Time chlorination tabs to 
sanitize the water in a half-million gallon storage tank, which provided water to facilities 
on its Northwest Field. 
 
But those chlorination tabs have been classified by the Guam EPA as a pesticide, 
Andersen said. The base said it stopped using those tabs as soon as it found out. 
 
Andersen said that while the chlorination tab was improperly used, the water was safe to 
drink at all times. 
 
ñBoth Guam EPA and Andersen AFB concluded that the use of the Pool Time 
chlorination tabs would not result in any adverse health effects,ò Andersen said in the 
release. ñAndersen AFB conducts routine analysis of its water supply and at no point 
was it deemed unsafe. 
 
The Guam EPA on Jan. 22 issued a violation notice to the baseôs civil engineer, Lt. Col. 
Todd Inouye. That notice said EPA representatives discovered the improper use of the 
chlorination tabs ð which contain the active ingredient trichloro-s-triazinetrione ð during 
a routine sanitary inspection on Dec. 28. 
 
The tabs are only meant to be used in swimming pools, and are not intended to be used 
to sanitize drinking water, the Guam EPA said in the notice. 
 
The Guam EPA issued a $750 fine to Andersen, which the base agreed to pay. 
Andersen personnel who may have been exposed to the drinking water were also sent a 
public notice on Jan. 15 about the contamination. 
 
That Northwest Field tank does not provide water to any other parts of Andersen, the 
base said. 
 
In a fact sheet provided by Andersen, the base said that bioenvironmental tests 
performed on the water confirmed it remained potable. Nevertheless, the Guam EPA 
ordered the tank to be drained and flushed as a precaution. 
 
Andersenôs fact sheet said it has no record of when the chlorination tabs were used. For 
that reason, the base is still negotiating another fine for $1,700 fine with the Guam EPA. 
 
The personnel involved in operating and maintaining the water system have been 
disciplined, counseled, and given additional training, Andersen said. New procedures 
have been put into place requiring regular internal inspections of all systems with 



environmental permits, and requiring environmental experts be notified when the usual 
methods of sanitizing water are unavailable. 
 
The safety of water at military bases and other installations has come under 
scrutiny in recent years. Last year, the Pentagon released a report that found the 
water at or around at least 126 military installations contained potentially harmful 
levels of perfluorinated compounds, which could cause cancer and developmental 
delays for fetuses and infants.  
 
Those compounds are found in the foam used to put out aircraft fires, and have 
contaminated groundwater and well water at scores of installations. 
 

 

 
[Thanks to SSG N (retôd) who sent this in.  She writes: ñSeems I've been sending these 

Since the Bush II admin.  Has anything changed?ò] 
 

 

A Dutch F-16 Fighter Jet Flying A 
Training Exercise Over The Netherlands 
Scored A Direct Hit — On Itself — When 
The Pilot Fired The Aircraft’s 20mm 

Rotary Cannon. 

 
April 8 By: J.D. Simkins, https://www.militarytimes.com 
 



A Dutch F-16 fighter jet flying a training exercise over the Netherlands scored a direct hit 
ð on itself ð when the pilot fired the aircraftôs 20mm rotary cannon. 
 
Sometimes, even inanimate objects will do anything to get out of training. 
 
The Royal Netherlands Air Force pilot was able to make an emergency landing at 
Leeuwarden Air Base after the plane suffered ñconsiderable damage,ò according to a 
report from Dutch state media. 
 
At least one round ripped through the jetôs exterior, the report said, while munition 
fragments were also found in the aircraftôs engine. 
 
ñThis is a serious incident," Wim Bagerbos, inspector general at the Netherlands 
Department of Defense, told Dutch media. 
 
ñWe therefore want to fully investigate what happened and how we would be able to 
avoid this in future.ò 
 
U.S. aviators, of late, have dealt with a boon of aircraft mishaps, most notably incidents 
involving mid-air oxygen system failures resulting in a spike of reported physiological 
episodes. 
 
But a plane firing on itself, especially with its own autocannon, is almost unheard of ð 
and impossible. 
 
Thomas W. Attridge Jr. became the first pilot to do so in September 1956 when, 
flying as a test pilot for Grumman, the 33-year-old former Navy officer shot down 
his own F11F-1 Tiger, similar to the variant used by the Blue Angels during the 
1960s. 
 
At an altitude of 20,000 feet, Attridge entered into a dive while firing the Tigerôs 20mm 
rotary cannon. 
 
Continuing the dive all the way to 7,000 feet, Attridge exhausted the gunôs ammunition 
before the plane was hit by what he presumed to be a bird strike. 
 
Before long, however, the engine began to fail, and his emergency return to the 
Grumman airstrip was cut short as he crashed through a thicket of trees just short of the 
runway. 
 
Attridge would survive the crash, with numerous broken bones, and go on to work on the 
Apollo Lunar Module. 
 
The investigation into his crash found that the rounds he fired during the rapid descent 
experienced enough drag to drastically slow their velocity. 
 
As the planeôs acceleration increased, it managed to gain on its own rounds before 
miraculously connecting in mid-air. 
 
No definitive explanation for the Dutch F-16 mishap has been provided, but in any event, 
an American-made plane has made history once again. 



 
An investigation remains ongoing. 
 

 

 
NL Nieuws @NieuwsNu123 

 

F-16 boven Vlieland geraakt door eigen kogel.http://twitter.nu123.nl/f-16-boven-

vlieland-geraakt-door-eigen-kogel/ é 

 

De F-16 die in januari aanzienlijke schade opliep tijdens een oefening boven 

Vlieland blijkt geraakt te zijn door zijn eigen munitie. Zeker één afgevuurd 

patroon richtte schade aan aan de beplating van... 
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“At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed.  Oh had 
I the ability, and could reach the nation’s ear, I would, pour out a fiery stream of 
biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke. 
 
“For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder. 
 
“We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake.” 
 
“The limits of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom they 
oppose.” 

 
Frederick Douglass, 1852 
 
 

What country can preserve its liberties if its rulers are not warned from time to 
time that their people preserve the spirit of resistance?  Let them take arms. 
-- Thomas Jefferson to William Stephens Smith, 1787 

 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
 
 

April 30, 1975: 
An Imperial War Ends In Defeat: 

After 100 Years Of Colonial 
Occupation, A Nation Wins Its’ Fight 

For Independence 

 
Last helicopter out of Saigon 4/30/75 



 

 
U.S. Soldiers Pin: Vietnam Days 

 
Carl Bunin Peace History April 26 - May 2 
 
The U.S. presence ended in Vietnam as U.S. Marines and Air Force helicopters, flying 
from carriers off-shore, begin a massive airlift, Operation Frequent Wind. 
 
In all, 682 flights went out-- 360 at night. 5,000 people were evacuated by helicopter 
from the military compound near Saigonôs Tan Son Nhut airport; about 2500 from the 
U.S. Embassy (1000 Americans total, the rest Vietnamese). 
 
That morning, two U.S. Marines, Darwin Judge and Charles McMahon Jr., Marine 
security guards, were killed in a rocket attack at the airport. 
 
They were the last Americans to die in the Vietnam War.  At dawn, the last Marines of 
the force guarding the U.S. embassy lifted off. 
 
The war in Vietnam ended as the government in Saigon announced its unconditional 
surrender to the North Vietnamese.  Vietnam was reunited after 21 years of U.S. 
domination and 100 years of French colonial rule. 
 
 

YOUR INVITATION: 
Comments, arguments, articles, and letters from service 
men and women, and veterans, are especially welcome.  
Write to Military Resistance Newsletter, P.O Box 2604, N.Y., 
N.Y. 10108 or email contact@militaryproject.org:   
 
Name, I.D., withheld unless you request publication.   
 
Same address to unsubscribe.   

 
 

mailto:contact@militaryproject.org


May 1, 1886: 
Noble Anniversary: 

American Workers Create May Day 

 
 
Carl Bunin Peace History April 30-May 6 
 
May Day was called Emancipation Day in 1886 when 340,000 went on strike (though it 
was Saturday it was a regular workday) in Chicago for the 8-hour day. 
 
May 1, 1890:  May Day labor demonstrations spread to thirteen other countries; 30,000 
marched in Chicago as the newly prominent American Federation of Labor threw its 
weight behind the 8-hour day campaign. 
 
International Workersô Day (a name used interchangeably with May Day) is a celebration 
of the social and economic achievements of the international labor movement.  May Day 
commonly sees organized street demonstrations and street marches by millions of 
working people and their labour unions throughout most of the countries of the world 
 
May Day has become an international celebration of the social and economic 
achievements of the labour movement. 

 

 
 

CLASS WAR REPORTS 
 
 

In Venezuela, Another Failed Attempt 
To Oust Maduro: 



“No Military Bases Were Captured. No Tv 
And Radio Stations, Run As Socialists 

United (Psuv) Propaganda Outlets, Were 
Taken Over By Guiado” 

 
April 30, 2019 By Kenneth Rapoza. Senior Contributor, Forbes 
 
The day started off in Caracas with thousands marching in the streets, spurred on yet 
again by opposition leader Juan Guaido, to convince more members of the National 
Guard to ditch president Nicolas Maduro.  As the day wears on, it looks more like 
another failed attempt to kick Maduro to the curb. 
 
The protest, which mostly took place in the capital city, also included opposition figure 
Leopoldo Lopez, set free (temporarily?) by his captors guarding him under house arrest. 
 
Yet, even with the Alpha and the Omega of Venezuelan opposition leaders all but 
begging the military to overtly join forces, Maduro persists.  
 
No military bases were captured. No TV and radio stations, run as Socialists 
United (PSUV) propaganda outlets, were taken over by Guiado. 
 
For some time now, Wall Street bondlords have given up on the Venezuela story.  
 
Why bother? There is absolutely no money to be made unless your broker is a foreigner 
and theyôre trading the one PdVSA bond that hasnôt defaulted yet.  Americans are 
banned from trading Venezuela bonds. 
 
ñWe got out of Venezuela last year in anticipation of sanctions," says Anupam Damani, 
global fixed income fund manager for Nuveen.  
 
"The opposition has stalled out again, even with the protests weôre hearing about today. 
We are all waiting for the catalyst that leads to change in Venezuela.  Maduro has 
outlasted all expectations. Heôs entrenched in Caracas.ò 
 
After todayôs overt call for a military uprising, Guaido has pulled out all the stops against 
Maduro.  He risks arrest or worse. 
 
Tuesdayôs protest was centered in Caracas and was designed to show Guaido 
surrounded by defected National Guardsmen who now constitute a small, anti-Maduro 
rebel force. 
 
Venezuela is facing its worse ever economic and political crisis. Over 3 three million 
have left the country. Some are now living in United Nations tents in border towns in 
Colombia. Sanctions on Venezuela oil began in the first quarter, with crude oil sales to 
the U.S. completely banned this week. 
 



Maduro has blamed his countryôs economic calamity on Washington, though Venezuela 
has been in disarray for at least three years and sanctions only started this year. 
 
Lopezôs release from house arrest today could paint Guiado as even more of a reckless 
politician, on the same side of a prisoner many in PSUV see as an enemy of the state.  It 
will be interesting to see if Lopez returns to house arrest after today, and who will guard 
him. 
 
"What seems clearer is that the uprising has broken the fragile political stalemate of 
recent weeks, and will force the Maduro regime to make a crucial choice: whether to 
arrest Guaido or not," thinks Giancarlo Morelli, an economist for The Economist 
Intelligence Unit. 
 
"Failing to arrest Guaido would be perceived as an important sign of weakness from 
Maduro.  But arresting him risks a strong counter-reaction from the U.S.," he says. 
 
U.S. military action is still considered unlikely. But that would change in an instant if 
something were to happen to Guaido. 
 
Defections of National Guard soldiers are expected to increase as Venezuelaôs economy 
deteriorates further. This would give Guaido fire power against the Coletivos -- armed 
militias that support Maduro and do not abide by the same rules as the real army. Worse 
yet, it also threatens a civil war. 
 
Maduro could be forced to step down by military commanders who do not like watching 
members of the same unit shoot at one another. Or Maduro could call for early elections; 
elections PSUV would surely lose. 
 
How long this takes remains a guess. 
 
Earlier this year, Barclays Capital economist Alejandro Arreaza predicted Maduro would 
be gone by March or April. 
 

 

Hundreds Of Thousands Of Citizens 
At Sudan’s Defense Ministry Seek To 
Force Military Leaders To Hand Over 

Power To A Civilian Government 
 
25.04.2019 DW News 
 
Hundreds of thousands of Sudanese citizens have responded to calls for a million-strong 
march.  Organizers seek to force military leaders to hand over power to a civilian 
government. 
 



Sudanôs military leaders are coming under increasing pressure to hand over power to a 
civilian government as massive crowds continue to gather at a sit-in that began at the 
defense ministry in the capital Khartoum on April 6. 
 
The main organizers, the Sudanese Professionalsô Association (SPA) and the umbrella 
group Alliance for Freedom and Change, hope that the swelling crowds will prompt the 
military to expedite the process of transitioning power. 
 
Thus far, the Transitional Military Council (TMC) has been unable to articulate just when 
power will be handed over.  Sudanôs military has controlled the country since it ousted 
President Omar al-Bashir in early April, after 30 years in power. 
 
Organizers from the Alliance of Freedom and Change said, "Our sit-in will continue to 
protect our revolution and to ensure that all our demands are achieved." 
 
The TMC originally said it would run the country for up to two years.  
 
On Thursday, the TMC announced that it possessed, "sovereign authority only, while the 
head of the Cabinet, the civilian government and all the executive authority will be 
completely civilian." 
 
On Wednesday evening, the SPA and the TMC agreed to form a committee to resolve 
their differences.  Lieutenant General Shamseddine Kabbashi, a spokesman for the 
TMC, said of the meeting, "We have an agreement on most demands," adding, "there 
were no big disputes." 
 
Representatives from the SPA called the meeting a step towards building confidence, 
emphasizing, "both sides agreed on the importance of joint co-operation to steer the 
country towards peace and stability." 
 
One of the first steps taken after the meeting was the resignation of three military 
leaders the SPA accuses of killing dozens of protesters in a crackdown. 
 
Demonstrators are also calling for the punishment of military leaders who previously 
served under Bashir. 
 
 

OFF THE BENCH AND ONTO THE STREET 
 
Calls for civilian rule were also made by judges, some 100 of whom marched to 
the Defense Ministry from the Supreme Court in black robes, chanting, "Civilian, 
civilian, protected by the judiciary." 
 
Moreover, they called for the prosecution of corruption, the removal of symbols of 
the former regime from courthouses, and the firing of the head of the country’s 
judiciary. 
 
Protesters also gathered outside the Egyptian Embassy to call on Egyptian President 
Abdel-Fattah el-Sissi to steer clear of Sudanôs affairs. 
 



El-Sissi, a former military general who came to power after the removal of a sitting 
president, currently holds the rotating African Union presidency. On Tuesday, he and 
other African leaders agreed to extend the original 15-day deadline the TMC had been 
given to hand over power for another three months. 
 

 

“The Biggest Teachers’ Strike Since 
1993 And Possibly The Biggest In 

The History Of Poland” 
“Rallies In Solidarity With Teachers Are 

Held All Over The Country” 

 
Strike poster, 8 April 2019. Photo: Silar, Wikimedia. 

 
April 22, 2019 by Katarzyna Bielinska, LEFTEAST 

 
On April 8th, 74% of schools and kindergardens in Poland went on strike. [1] The strikeôs 
organizer is The Polish Teachersô Union (ZNP), close to the Social Democrats, but the 
strikers are also members of the pro-government SolidarnoŜĺ (Solidarity) union and non-
union members.  
 



It is the biggest teachers’ strike since 1993 and possibly the biggest in the history 
of Poland.  There is impressive solidarity and grassroots mobilization of a mainly 
female occupational group. Inter-school strike committees are being launched as 
well. 
 

 
Katarzyna BieliŒska ï political scientist and philosopher (Ph.D. in Philosophy). 

 
The strike also enjoys broad social support.  For example, many academic 
institutions and town halls have announced that their employees, being parents, 
can come to work with their children.  Others are organizing special events for 
children.  
 
Rallies in solidarity with teachers are held all over the country, also organized by pupils. 
The strike is supported by other occupational groups such as the recently protesting 
early-stage physicians and employees of LOT Polish Airlines.  
 
The strike also enjoys the favor of circles who do not normally support workersô 
struggles, including mainstream liberal media opposed to the rule of the radical right-
wing Law and Justice (PiS) such as the major daily Gazeta Wyborcza and the largest 
private TV broadcaster. The Parliamentary opposition is also supporting teachers. 
 
At the same time, teachers are under very strong pressure from the government, which 
is trying to break the strike in various ways.  
 
The personal data of teachers who are on strike is being illegally collected. Vehement 
anti-strike and pro-government propaganda is broadcast on the Internet and public 
television, denouncing the strike as communist and anti-national and accusing teachers 
of harming children.  
 
The strike broke out just before final exams in the junior high schools. However, exams 
were held, as striking teachers were substituted by random people, like office workers, 
religious instructors including priests and nuns, prison officers and firemen. 
 
ñFrom the very beginning, the government all the time humiliates us,ò a striking teacher 
told  LeftEast. ñToday again we have got a punch in the face. They treat us as if we do 
not exist. The government has entrenched its position and is trying to starve the 
teachers ï we will not get paid for the strike days.  



 
Some people have quit the strike because of the economic pressure, some because of 
propaganda pressure ï the pro-government propaganda says that we are holding 
children hostage. Iôm not judging them. It is hard ï we are still thinking about the pupils. 
Although in my school the atmosphere is great, this strike is not fun. But we are not 
striking just for money ï we are striking for the dignity of our profession.ò 
 
The ZNP demands a raise in teachersô salaries of 1000 PLN (ú250). For many years, 
teachersô purchasing power has been systematically declining.  
 
At the moment, the basic salary of a graduate teacher (the highest level of the teachersô 
career), is 3484 PLN (ú870) ï 70% of the national average. An early-stage teacher 
earns 50% of the national average. [2] But it is not only about the earnings. In 2017 the 
Law and Justice government introduced an education reform: a return to an earlier, two-
level (primary school, high school) system after a couple of decades of three-level one 
(primary school, junior high school, high school).  
 
Although the very idea was popular, the reform was seen by many as unprepared (44%) 
.[3]  Because of its implementation, the reform was criticized and protested not only by 
teachers but also by parents and local authorities, which were to bear its costs. [4] The 
ZNP collected 910,000 citizensô signatures (almost twice as many as required by law) in 
support of a referendum on the question of the education reform but it was rejected by 
the Parliament, where the Law and Justice Party holds the majority. 
 
The implementation of the reform has fueled growing discontent among the 
teachers who are forced to run every day from one school to another so that they 
can have a full time job.  
 
Another ñside effectò of the reform is that in 2019 high schools face twice as many 
candidates as before, which is particularly stressful for pupils and parents. 
 
ñThe reform of (Education Minister) Anna Zalewska means for teachers not only new 
duties, deteriorating work conditions and lower earnings but also everyday discontent 
from the pupilsô parents who experience the negative effects of the reform.  
 
Because of that, teachers more and more often decide to quit their jobs in schools and 
kindergartens. é Zalewska is responsible for all of that,ò Sğawomir Broniarz, president of 
the Polish Teachersô Union, explained in September 2018. 
 
Because of the growing teachersô grassroots discontent, the pro-government 
SolidarnoŜĺ organized their own protests but the unionôs leadership was against the 
strike.  
 
Moreover, just before the strike, Solidarność signed a separate agreement with 
the government, accepting the government proposal, seen not only by the ZNP 
and its members but also by the Solidarność members and non-union teachers as 
completely unacceptable: teachers started to quit the union and regional and local 
leaderships of Solidarność supported the strike and called for the resignation of 
its national chair. 
 



ñThis strike is extremely important and it should have been organized many years ago. 
Teachers, like nurses, are blackmailed by mass media. However, as sociologist Beverly 
Silver writes, teachers are proletarians. Public opinion must be confronted with the fact 
that teachers are not only in the position of trust or carry out the ómissionô to educate 
future generations but also an occupational group, who have their own collective 
interests,ò Dr. Marcin Starnawski, a social scientist and a specialist in education, 
explains to LeftEast. ñI personally think that from the very beginning it should have been 
be a sit-in strike, exams should not have been held. This strike should reorganize 
everyday life. Acts of public support such as the creation of the national strike fund are 
wonderful, but we need more of them, perhaps also some forms of daily informal 
community education and care to help parents of schoolchildren. Let us hope that the 
striking teachers will overcome,ò he adds. 
 
After the collapse of ñactually existingò socialism, at the beginning of the 1990s, facing 
the implementation of neoliberal reforms, teachers organized strikes and protests with 
their culmination in 1993 ï the biggest teachersô strike in the history of Poland until now, 
with final high school exams not being held. That strike was not successful.   
 
Letôs hope the teachers of 2019 will succeed. 
 
[1] ZNP, Informator strajkowy od 7 kwietnia¸ https://znp.edu.pl/wydarzenia/informator-strajkowy-
od-7-kwietnia/ [18.04.2019]. 
 
[2] J. Suchecka, Ile powinni zarabiaĺ nauczyciele? EstoŒski nauczyciel zarabia prawie dwa razy 
wiňcej niŨ polski, ĂWyborcza.plò, http://wyborcza.pl/7,166575,24613944,ile-powinni-zarabiac-
nauczyciele.html [18.04.2019]. 
 
[3] Polacy o reformie systemu edukacji, CBOS, komunikat z badaŒ 16.2017, 
https://www.cbos.pl/SPISKOM.POL/2017/K_016_17.PDF [18.04.2019]. 
 
[4] J. Suchecka, Protest nauczycieli przeciw reformie edukacji. Manifestacja, jakiej szkoğa nie 
pamiňta, ĂWyborcza.plò, 19.11.2016, http://wyborcza.pl/7,75398,21001936,protest-nauczycieli-
przeciw-reformie-edukacji-manifestacja.html [18.04.2019]. 

 

 
 

OCCUPATION PALESTINE 
 
 

Palestinians End Hunger Strike “After 
Israel Reportedly Agreed To The 

Majority Of Demands Set By 
Prisoners” 



“Palestinian Prisoners Have Been 
Demanding Public Phones In Prisons For 
More Than 20 Years, Addameer Stated” 

 
Palestinian children take part in a protest in solidarity with Palestinian prisoners held in 

Israeli jails, in Gaza City on 15 April. , Ashraf Amra APA images 
 
April 16, 2019 by Tamara Nassar, The Electronic Intifada.  Tamara Nassar is an 
assistant editor at The Electronic Intifada 
 
Following intense negotiations between the Israel Prison Service and the strikeôs 
leaders, Israel reportedly agreed to the majority of demands set by prisoners. 
 
The Israel Prison Service allegedly agreed to remove devices it had begun installing in 
past weeks that block phone reception in certain wings to prevent Palestinians from 
communicating with the outside world. The prison authorities also agreed not to install 
new ones in the future, according to prisoners rights group Addameer and the 
Palestinian Prisoners Club. 
 
Israel said it would install four public telephone booths in every prison, ñgiving priority to 
sections of female and ill prisoners,ò Addameer stated.  Palestinan prisoners will be 
permitted to use them three times a week for about 15 minutes. 
 
Israeli daily Haaretz reported that the removal of the jamming devices and the 
installation of public telephone booths is conditioned on the prison service confiscating 
all mobile phones from prisoners. 
 
ñThe prisoners wonôt need cellphones if public phones are installed and properly 
maintained,ò Haaretz added. 
 



However, an unnamed Israeli security official told Haaretz that the jamming devices 
wonôt be removed, adding that the prisoners were told that public phones ñwill be 
installed only in cellblocks that have cellphone jammers.ò 
 
Israeli public security minister Gilad Erdan denied similar reports last week that the Israel 
Prison Service had agreed to the prisoners demands to remove the devices during mid-
strike negotiations. 
 
Palestinian prisoners have been demanding public phones in prisons for more 
than 20 years, Addameer stated. 
 
The Israel Prison Service ñopposed installing public phones in the jails due to Shin Bet 
objections,ò but the Shin Bet, Israelôs secret police, changed its position because it would 
be ñpossible to listen in on calls from public phones,ò according to Haaretz. 
 
Israel also agreed to transfer Palestinian female prisoners out of Damon prison to one 
with better living conditions. 
 
Damon is ñcharacterized by its old, inadequate infrastructure, lack of proper sanitary 
services, of privacy and of basic hygiene needs,ò according to Addameer, adding that it 
ñwas never an adequate place for human beings to live in.ò 
 
The prisoners were transferred from HaSharon prison to Damon in November as a 
punitive measure for refusing to go out to the prison yard, the only outdoor area they are 
permitted to use, in protest of prison authorities turning on surveillance cameras. 
 
The surveillance cameras were one of the first implementations of repressive 
measures imposed by a newly formed committee headed by Erdan to worsen 
conditions for detained Palestinians and reduce their standard of living to “the 
minimum required,” including imposing water rations. 
 
Living conditions at HaSharon are very difficult, with prisoners having to spend long 
hours inside cramped, humid rooms, which is bad for their physical and psychological 
health. 
 
Medical services at HaSharon were also lacking, prisoners told Addameer, adding that 
the assigned doctor did not provide adequate care and that ñthe only treatment the 
doctor provided was to advise the prisoners to drink more water,ò Addameer said. 
 
Addameer reported that Israel agreed to return Palestinian prisoners who were 
transferred during recent raids, but Haaretz contradicted the claim, stating that Israel 
ñrejected Hamasô demand that prisoners transferred to other jails after last monthôs riots 
at Rimon Prison be returned.ò 
 
Israel conducted several violent raids on Palestinian prisoners in past weeks, causing 
numerous injuries. 
 
Addameer said that Israel also agreed “to end the isolation of prisoners who were 
recently put in solitary confinement and to provide immediate medical treatment 
to sick and injured prisoners,” – a basic right that prisoners should not have to go 
on hunger strike to receive. 



 
“It was agreed that things would return to what they were before the punitive 
measures imposed last year on the prisoners,” the Palestinian Prisoners Club 
stated. 
 

 

Heroic Zionist Forces Open Fire On 
Unarmed Palestinian Farmers And 

Fishers In Free Palestinian Territory 
 
April 8, 2019 by Celine Hagbard, IMEMC news 
 
Israeli forces fired live ammunition toward Palestinian farmers east of Khan Younis in 
southern Gaza on Sunday. In addition, Israeli naval forces opened fire at Palestinian 
fishing boats in northwestern Gaza, forcing the fishers to return to shore. 
 
According to local sources, the gunfire in southern Gaza came from Israeli soldiers 
stationed at watchtowers on the Gaza-Israel border near Khan Younis. When the 
soldiers saw farmers working their lands east of Khan Younis, they began firing, forcing 
the farmers to leave their land. 
 
In northern Gaza, local sources reported that Palestinian fishing boats which were within 
the allowed ónautical security zoneô established by Israel were fired upon by Israeli naval 
ships. 
 
The Israeli navy fired on the unarmed fishers despite an understanding reached last 
week that Palestinians could fish up to 12 nautical miles out in the Gaza Sea. 
 
The fishers who were targeted were only 2 nautical miles off the coast of Gaza. 
 
No injuries were reported in either incident. 
 
The attack on Palestinian fishers comes the same day that Egyptian authorities released 
four Palestinian fishermen who were abducted five days ago. 
 
A security source at the Rafah crossing confirmed that the Egyptian authorities released 
Mounir Abu Salima  and three brothers: Musab, Rafat and Khalid Khalil Qanan through 
the Rafah crossing. 
 
The release of the fishermen came after a negotiation between the Interior Ministry in 
Gaza and the Egyptian security delegation. 
 
The four had been abducted on Tuesday morning, when Egyptian naval boats invaded 
Palestinian waters in the southern Gaza Strip, 250 meters inside Palestinian waters of 
Rafah. 
 



A week earlier, Israeli forces had banned all Palestinian fishing boats from 
operating off the Gaza coast, while Israeli forces bombarded Gaza for four straight 
days. 
 
Egyptian authorities negotiated a truce following that escalation. 
 

 

‘Shoot To Maim’ 
How Israel Created A Generation On 

Crutches In Gaza: 
Doctors Tell MEE That Palestinian 

Protesters’ Crippling Injuries, Especially 
To Lower Limbs, Were Inflicted 

Deliberately 

 
Thousands of Palestinians have been shot in the legs participating in Great March of 

Return protests (MEE/Mohammed al-Hajjar) 
 
29 March 2018 By Dania Akkad, Middle East Eye.  - Additional reporting by Mohammed 
al-Hajjar and Ola Mossu in Gaza and Chloé Benoist in London 
 
Israeli snipers have intentionally maimed Palestinians protesting in Gaza over the 
past year, creating a generation of disabled youth and overwhelming the 
territory’s already crippled medical system, frontline doctors tell Middle East Eye. 
 



According to a United Nations inquiry released this month, over 80 percent of the 6,106 
protesters wounded in the first nine months of the Great March of Return were shot in 
the lower limbs. 
 
Israeli soldiers intentionally shot civilians and may have committed war crimes in their 
heavy-handed response to the protests, which have been held regularly across Gaza 
since 30 March 2018, the report concluded.  
 
Healthcare providers say the pattern of wounds shows that Israeli soldiers are 
purposefully shooting to maim protesters, most of whom are in their 20s and now require 
long-term medical care. 
 
"The soldier knows exactly where heôs putting the bullet. This is not random. This is very 
intimate. This is very planned," said Ghassan Abu Sitta, professor of surgery at the 
American University of Beirut (AUB), who treated injured protesters for three weeks at 
Gazaôs Al-Awda Hospital last May. 
 

 
 
"When you have such a huge number of almost identical injuries, where many of the 
patients were 150 metres away, not in direct contact with the Israeli soldiers, you realise 
that this is an intentional policy rather than collateral damage," Abu Sitta told MEE. 
 
Marie-Elisabeth Ingres, the head of mission for Doctors Without Borders (MSF), agreed. 
"This is obvious. When you have almost 90 percent of the people injured in the lower 
limb, it means that there is a policy to target the lower limbs," she said. 
 
MEE asked the Israeli military if soldiers were intentionally harming protesters. 
Underlining the conditions that soldiers operate under - including being shot at, attempts 
by protesters to enter Israel, tyre burning, stone throwing and Molotov cocktails - a 
spokesperson told MEE by email: "The IDF uses live ammunition only as a last resort 



and in accordance with regulations that comply with international law." The 
spokesperson also directed MEE to a page of FAQs about the protests. 
 
Among the more than 6,000 wounded Palestinians is a footballer whose career was 
ended, a student journalist whose right leg was amputated, and a 16-year-old schoolgirl 
who was waving a Palestinian flag when she was shot. 
 
At least 136 of have had their limbs amputated, according to the latest Gaza Ministry of 
Health data - 122 of those amputations have been of lower limbs alone.  
 
But the figures donôt give a full picture of the challenges that the wounded protesters, 
suffering painful injuries, and their families face, as the vast majority live in poverty, said 
Dr Bassem Naim, who served as Gazaôs minister of health from 2006 to 2012. 
 
"To be honest, it is catastrophic. Of those wounded, many of them are handicapped 
forever," Naim said. "To bring them from the house to the hospital every two days for 
rehabilitation or care? It is a very, very huge burden." 
 
"I live on the ninth floor and, at least every day for 12 to 16 hours, I donôt have electricity. 
Can you imagine if you are a young man without a leg?" 
 
Not only have the lives of thousands of protesters and their families been changed, but 
Gazaôs struggling medical system is also under severe strain as a result of the intensive 
care required to treat leg wounds. 
 
With mass demonstrations planned this weekend to mark one year since the beginning 
of the Great March of Return, health professionals fear the systemôs breaking point may 
be just around the corner. 
 
 

“One Out Of Every Four Injured Palestinians Has Been Shot With 
Live Ammunition, And The Vast Majority Have Been Hit In The 

Legs” 
 
On 30 March 2018, tens of thousands of Palestinians protested along Gazaôs 65-km 
boundary with Israel, pressing for the right of return to homes from which their families 
fled in 1948 and an end to an 11-year siege on the coastal Palestinian territory. 
 
Almost as soon as the protests started, Israeli soldiers began shooting demonstrators at 
close range with sniper rifles. By the end of that first day of protests, 16 Palestinians had 
been killed and at least 400 others were wounded by gunfire. 
 
What was supposed to be a six-week campaign has since stretched into a year, over 
which time at least 197 Palestinians have been killed and 29,000 injured.  Two Israelis 
were killed and 56 injured in the same period, according to the UN. 
 
One out of every four injured Palestinians has been shot with live ammunition, 
and the vast majority have been hit in the legs. 
 
One of them was 31-year-old Mohammed al-Akhras. 



 
Akhras, who was employed as an iron worker, said he decided to join the protests after 
being tortured during six years of detention in Israeli prisons. 
 
He was 19 when he was hunting for birds on the eastern borders of Rafah, in southern 
Gaza, when Israeli forces arrested him and accused him of being involved in military 
operations with armed Palestinian factions. 
 
He was released in 2013, but the memories and frustrations stemming from his arrest 
and detention pushed him to demonstrate, he said. 
 
On 18 May, Akhras said he was protesting like others around him and wasnôt doing 
anything special, when two explosive bullets - which explode on impact and rip through 
tissue and bone - struck his left leg. 
 
He required a quick operation, but it would be two months until he could have surgery - 
in Egypt. 
 
Israeli authorities would not allow him to travel through the Erez crossing for surgery in 
Jordan because he was a former prisoner. 
 
"I managed to travel to Egypt after several attempts, and after the swelling in my leg 
reached the point of exhaustion," he said.  By then, doctors were forced to amputate. 
 
According to the UN report and as emphasised by the Israeli military 
spokesperson, Israeli security forces’ rules of engagement allow soldiers to fire at 
demonstrators "as a last resort in the event of imminent threat to life or limb of 
Israeli soldiers or civilians". 
 
 

“They Witnessed Protesters Who Were Shot Even When They 
Did Not Threaten Soldiers” 

 
But international doctors and Palestinians who spoke with MEE said they 
witnessed protesters who were shot even when they did not threaten soldiers. 
 
Naim, the former Gaza health minister, said he was at the protest on 8 February with his 
14-year-old son and a group of friends. Nearby, a friend of the boysô was chewing on 
sunflower seeds and watching the demonstration, about 100 or 150 metres from the 
fence with Israel. 
 
"Suddenly, they saw a child (who had been eating sunflower seeds) that had fallen 
down, and when they ran to him, they found a pool of blood around him and he was shot 
in the neck,ò he said. 
 
"I can send you hours of videos of cultural activities (at the protests) and, at the same 
time, you will see a few especially young people trying to throw stones or penetrate the 
fence. Okay, but I can say in 99.9 percent of the cases, there was no threat to the 
soldiers." 
 



While he is no longer directly involved in the medical field, Naim said he believes Israeli 
soldiers are intentionally maiming protesters - both based on what he has witnessed at 
this yearôs demonstrations and his experience as a doctor during the Second Intifada. 
 
During that uprising in the early 2000s, when he was working at the Naser Hospital in 
Khan Younis, Naim said there were noticeable patterns to the wounds inflicted by Israeli 
snipers. 
 
"On one day, you will get only legs. Another day, you get only buttocks. A third day, you 
get chest," he said. 
 
"If they want to break the will of the people, then they shoot with the goal of killing. But 
sometimes, if they donôt want things to go out of control, they shoot, but they try to avoid 
killing people - shooting in the legs, in the hands." 
 
Nearly two decades later, Naim believes snipers are using same precision now at the 
Gaza frontier. 
 
"I can be sure this is right because some Fridays, you have one martyr or two or three. 
And sometimes you have 50 or 25, because they want to exercise more pressure," he 
said. 
 
 

Medical System On The Brink 
 
In addition to raising troubling questions about the Israeli armyôs tactics, the Great March 
of Return has put Gazaôs struggling medical system under renewed focus, as thousands 
of injured protesters are routinely brought in for emergency treatment. 
 
Dr Medhat Abbas, director of Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City, describes 14 May last year 
as one of the worst days the hospital has experienced. 
 
Hours after US President Donald Trump opened the new US embassy in Jerusalem and 
protests erupted in Gaza in anger over the move, around 500 wounded Palestinians 
arrived at Al-Shifa, almost as many as the 760-bed hospital can accommodate. 
 
Patients lay on the ground and in the corridors as surgeons, too few of them with 
inadequate supplies, worked around the clock in all 14 of the hospitalôs operation rooms. 
 
"It was a black day in Palestinian memory," Abbas told MEE, answering questions in 
recorded WhatsApp messages at odd hours, too busy for a phone interview. 
 
In Jabaliya refugee camp, Abu Sitta, the AUB surgery professor, was working at Al-
Awda Hospital specifically because it was near one of the main demonstration sites. 
 
"We knew that those numbers that we were seeing every Friday were going to increase 
on the day of the move of the embassy," he said. 
 



It wasnôt just Shifa that was overwhelmed: between 4pm and 8pm that day, 3,400 
protesters were injured, 1,000 more than the total number of hospital beds in Gaza, Abu 
Sitta said. 
 
By the end of the day, 68 people had either been killed or suffered fatal injuries to which 
they would later succumb. 
 
Gazaôs healthcare system was already weak as a result of the 11-year siege, which has 
limited the flow of medical equipment, supplies and doctors, particularly those with 
surgical specialities, into the territory. 
 
But the mass casualties on days like 30 March or 14 May have left a lingering burden on 
Gazaôs hospitals. Gunshot wounds to legs, particularly those caused by sniper bullets 
shot at close range, can require as many as nine periods of surgery to treat, said Abu 
Sitta. 
 
"Think about the number of orthopaedic and plastic surgeons you would need to do 
reconstructive surgery on 80 percent of 6,500 (injured patients)," he said.  
 
"Itôs beyond the human resource capacity of Gaza. Itôs beyond the number of available 
operating room hours, in terms of materials, in terms of medication, in terms of 
rehabilitation. And the aim is to completely overwhelm the system. Thereôs an intention 
to maim." 
 
If doctors are unable to move quickly to help the wounded, they can suffer complications 
for the rest of their lives, said MSFôs Ingres. 
 
"We are struggling because we are afraid that if there is not enough involvement in the 
response, thousands of people could be disabled," she said. 
 
"Already 200 people have been amputated, and if we are not able to treat them 
tomorrow, it means among the young generation, many of them will be disabled because 
we will not be able to save their legs - and it is possible." 
 
The leg wounds have also triggered concerns over antibiotic resistance in Gaza. Ingres 
said MSF estimates that at least 1,200 people may have developed bone infections, 
which require six weeks of hospitalisation and a high-level antibiotic before any 
surgeries. 
 
"So we know already that the treatment will be long and very expensive," she said. 
 
 

The Toll On A Generation 
 
Beyond the layers of medical crisis in Gaza, say the doctors, are the long term 
implications of a generation of young, disabled Palestinians. 
 
"The media will say ótwo, three Palestinians dead, 500 wounded todayô. But actually, 
these 500 have been condemned to a life of disablement, of economic unproductivity, 
and years of painful surgery," said Abu Sitta. 



 
"It is also a psychological problem," added Ingres, "because now the young people 
understand that it will be very difficult for them." 
 
"They just wanted to demonstrate for the majority of them to show that they have the 
right to exist like everybody in the world.  And today, after one year, what do they have? 
They have nothing." 
 
Ingres said the spectre of a large demonstration to mark the one-year anniversary of the 
Great March of Return is worrying. 
 
"To be frank with you, if there is a new massive number of injured people, nobody will be 
able to manage Gaza," she said. "It will be a disaster."  
 

 
 
But even with clear knowledge of the risks they take to protest near the frontier, young 
Palestinians have continued to demonstrate, with calls for a million people to join the 
anniversary march on Saturday. 
 
Akhras, the 31-year-old who was shot in the leg last May, may be among those 
protesters, despite the fact that his life has taken a dramatic turn since he was shot. 
 
No longer able to make money as an ironworker, Akhras had been receiving a salary 
from the Palestinian Authority for injured people until two months ago when it was cut, 
leaving him in challenging economic circumstances. 
 
His wife, Haneen al-Qutati, 23, helps support the couple through her work as a nurse, 
and their first baby is due soon. Meanwhile, Akhras is training to be a woodworker 
through an organisation that helps disabled people. 
 
He says he feels the ache of his injury frequently, but doesnôt want to take painkillers for 
fear of becoming addicted. He is still without a prosthetic leg, using crutches to move 
around. 
 
"I feel a lot of pain in the evening, but I try to show my wife that there is no pain," he said. 
"Some look at me as a pity. It is a painful feeling for my wife." 



 
Nonetheless, heôs gone out on several recent Fridays to join protests near Rafah, still 
determined to protest. 
 
"I want young people to show a strong will," he said. "The occupation deliberately targets 
them and wants a young Palestinian generation walking on crutches." 
 

 

Zionists Slaughter Many Palestinian 
Children, Adults As Usual 

 
3 April 2019 The Electronic Intifada [Excerpts] 
 
Twenty Palestinians, four of them children, were fatally injured by Israeli fire in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip during the month of March, or died from 
injuries sustained previously. 
 
Palestinians in Gaza marked the first anniversary of the Great March of Return on 
30 March.  Four Palestinians were fatally injured during the anniversary protests, 
including two children.  
 
A fifth Palestinian was killed before protests set off that day while he was 100 meters 
from the boundary fence. 
 
A total of 10 Palestinians were fatally injured while protesting along Gazaôs eastern and 
northern boundary with Israel during March, or died from injuries sustained during 
protests in previous months. 
 
More than 200 Palestinians, including 43 children, have been killed during Great March 
of Return protests since their launch. 
 
While convened in Geneva in March, the UN Human Rights Council condemned Israelôs 
ñapparent intentional use of unlawful lethal and other excessive forceò against protesters 
in Gaza. 
 
Meanwhile, 10 Palestinians in the West Bank were killed during the month of March. 
 
Among the Palestinians killed in the West Bank, Omar Amin Abu Leila, 19, was shot 
dead in Abwein village on 19 March during what Israel said was a firefight. Abu Leila 
was suspected by Israel of fatally injuring an Israeli soldier and settler two days earlier. 
 
In multiple cases during the month, the Israeli military justified the fatal use of live fire on 
the grounds that Palestinians had thrown stones or fire bombs or were attempting to 
attack soldiers with their car. 
 
Many if not all of these Palestinians may have been killed while they posed no actual 
threat to the soldiers who shot them dead. 
 



The military made no attempt to explain the 4.5-minute gap between an alleged car 
ramming attack on soldiers standing next to a broken-down military vehicle on a dark 
road and the multiple gunshots that took the lives of Amir Mahmoud Darraj and Yousif 
Raed Anqawi in the central West Bank on 4 March. 
 
On 10 March, occupation forces in the Jordan Valley shot and killed Salameh Salah 
Salameh Kaabneh, 22, at a checkpoint near Yafit, an Israeli settlement near Jericho. 
Israeli forces opened fire on the vehicle after Kaabneh allegedly did not respond to calls 
to stop at the checkpoint. No Israelis were injured. 
 
A Palestinian man identified as Yasir al-Shweiki was shot dead by soldiers in the Old 
City of Hebron on 12 March. The military claimed he had approached soldiers with a 
knife; no Israelis were injured.  
 
The slain man’s father told Palestinian media that his son, a clerk for a nearby 
court, was distributing court notices when he was killed. 
 
Muhammad Abd al-Fattah Shahin, 23, was shot in the chest and killed during 
confrontations with soldiers in the northern West Bank town of Salfit on 12 March. 
 
Israeli forces sprayed bullets at the car in which Raed Hashim Muhammad Hamdan, 21, 
and Zaid Imad Muhammad Nuri, 20, were traveling in Nablus in the early hours of 20 
March. Israel claimed they had thrown an explosive device at soldiers. 
 
Eyewitnesses told media that after Israeli forces fired at the car, an Israeli army 
bulldozer turned it over and damaged it as the screams of the two young men could be 
heard from inside, before they fell silent. 
 
Stone-throwing was the justification given by the military for killing Ahmad Manasra, 23, 
after he tried to help a family with their broken-down car at the southern entrance to 
Bethlehem on 20 March. Witnesses denied Israelôs version of events. 
 
Sajid Mizher, 17, was shot in the stomach with a live bullet while on duty as a volunteer 
medic during confrontations with soldiers in Dheisheh refugee camp on 27 March. 
 
Thirty-nine Palestinians have been killed by Israeli occupation forces and settlers so far 
this year, or died from injuries sustained in previous years. Three Israelis were killed by 
Palestinians during the same period, though Palestinian factions have repudiated 
Israelôs claims of a nationalist motive for an Israeli womanôs killing by a Palestinian man 
in February. 
 

 

Occupation Troops Butcher More 
Unarmed Palestinian Teens; 



“Another 21 Children Had Their Limbs 
Amputated And Many More Have Been 

Permanently Disabled” 
 
30 Mar 2019 AL JAZEERA AND NEWS AGENCIES 
 
Tens of thousands of Palestinians have rallied at the Israel-Gaza fence to mark the first 
anniversary of the Great March of Return protests, facing off against Israeli tanks and 
troops massed on the fortified perimeter.  
 
Israeli forces on Saturday used live rounds, rubber bullets and tear gas on the 
protesters, killing three 17-year-old boys, and wounding at least 207 people, according 
to Gazaôs health ministry. 
 
Tamer Abu el-Khair was shot in the chest east of Khan Younis in southern Gaza and 
died at a hospital, the ministry said. The second teen, Adham Amara, died after being 
shot in the face east of Gaza City.  
 
The third teen, Belal al-Najjar, was killed by an Israeli gunshot, according to Gaza 
officials. 
 
A fourth Palestinian, identified as 20-year-old Mohamed Jihad Saad, was killed in an 
overnight demonstration ahead of the main protest.  
 
Palestinians are demanding the right to return to lands from which their families were 
violently expelled during the founding of Israel in 1948. They are also calling for an end 
to Israelôs and Egyptôs 12-year blockade of Gaza. 
 
"We will move towards the borders even if we die," said Yusef Ziyada, 21, his face 
painted in the colours of the Palestinian flag. "We are not leaving. We are returning to 
our land." 
 
Despite heavy rain, some 40,000 people were gathered at the frontier area, the Israeli 
army said. 
 
For the past year, the Israel-Gaza fence has been the scene of mass protests and major 
bloodshed in which more than 260 Palestinians were killed, mostly by Israeli sniper fire. 
Nearly 7,000 others were shot and wounded, according to Gazaôs health ministry. 
 
Save the Children, a rights group, said those killed include 50 children.  
 
Another 21 children had their limbs amputated and many more have been 
permanently disabled, said the group’s regional director, Jeremy Stoner. 
 

 



The Palestinian Jaabis Family Was 
Forced By Israel To Demolish Their Own 
Home To Avoid Fines If The Demolition 

Was Carried Out By The Zionist 
Occupation Regime 

 
3 April 2019 Afif Amera WAFA/APA images: The Electronic Intifada 

 
A Palestinian uses a bulldozer to demolish a home in Jabal al-Mukabbir, occupied East 
Jerusalem, on 9 March. The Jaabis family was forced by Israel to demolish their own 
home to avoid fines if the demolition was carried out by the Jerusalem municipality, 
according to the Maôan News Agency.  
 
The demolition order was handed down on the pretext that it was built without a permit, 
which are nearly impossible for Palestinians living in East Jerusalem to obtain.  
 

To check out what life is like under a murderous military occupation commanded 
by foreign terrorists, go to:  

http://www.palestinechronicle.com/  
The occupied nation is Palestine.  The foreign terrorists call themselves “Israeli.” 
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