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Flat-Out War In Falluja;
It’s Not Over

Soldiers with the Iraqi Armed Forces and Marines from 3rd Platoon, I Company, 3rd Battalion, 5th
Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division patrol to clear buildings in Fallujah, (AP Photo/LCpl James
J. Vooris, USMC)

12/16/04 By Joel Stottrup, Princeton (Minn.) Union Eagle
Marine Lance Cpl. Jason Lueck of Princeton was wounded several times in his
right arm from small arms fire during a mission in Fallujah, Iraq, last Thursday
about 2:30 p.m. Iraq time (5:30 a.m. our time).
Lueck has major wounds in his wrist and elbow.
Lueck, speaking from a hospital in Germany Monday, said that he and fellow
Marines in his unit, the Third Battalion, Fifth Marines, were “clearing houses” of
possible insurgents last Thursday afternoon when he was wounded.
He recounted how he was in a street when enemy small arms fire hit him in his
arm.
“I got hit and I’m right- handed and I couldn’t hold my 16,” he said, referring to his M-16
rifle. “The weapon fell.”
He figured at that point, he said, that he was a “sitting duck” where he was at so
he ran behind an approximately seven-foot-high brick wall for cover. But he didn’t
stay long when he saw grenades coming over the wall, he said.
None went off near enough while he was there, he said, but he decided to abandon that
spot before one did.
“I ran across the street to a little house courtyard that had just been cleared,” Lueck
continued. “I went in there and took cover to get away from the grenades.”
Lueck said a fellow Marine followed behind him to the courtyard to help him with his
wounds and while there applied a tourniquet. “My arm was bleeding really really bad,”
said Lueck.
Lueck gave his M-16 that was still slung to his body to a Marine who had lost his
M-16 during the operation.
The Marine that had come to help Lueck held security and “talked to me to keep me
awake,” Lueck remembers. “I had my 9 mm in my left hand and we were just kind of
sitting there. We were waiting to get medi-vaced out because we were kind of
pinned down by fire from one house.”
Lueck explained that there were Marines around the area but that in order for him
and the fellow Marine to get to a Humvee vehicle in a secure area, they would have
had to run through enemy fire.
So they waited about 10 to 15 minutes until the firing stopped, he said, and then
ran to the Humvee.
It will be a “lot of mostly surgery and a lot of physical therapy” ahead said Lueck, who
said he had three surgeries already. “I’m doing all right,” he said, adding that he is
getting a lot of pain medication and being well taken care of.

Two of the wounds – the one that went “clean through” his wrist and the other
that was a shoulder flesh wound, he said, were fired from an AK 47 assault rifle.
Other fire shattered his whole elbow and that was either from two AK 47 bullets or
from one larger bullet from a rifle called an RPK, he said.
Lueck recalled not having time to feel any emotions when he was hit by the bullets. “All
the training, it just snaps in your head [what to do],” he said.
Lueck asked to comment about what it has been like in Fallujah, considering all
the fighting taking place there, answered, “It’s not a paradise.”
He noted that when he was taking cover, he didn’t know everything that was happening
outside the residential courtyard where he and a Marine sat.
Lueck, the son of Jeff and Renee Lueck, joined the Marines in September 2002. He was
deployed to Iraq in March 2003 and returned home from that deployment in September
2003. He was redeployed to Iraq in September this year.
He was married in June and his wife Rebecca lives in Minnesota.

M1A1 Abrams tank with the 2nd Tank Battalion fires into a building from which Marines
from the 3rd Battalion, 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine Division were fired upon Dec.
10, 2004 in Fallujah (AP Photo/USMC, LCpl James J. Vooris)

IRAQ WAR REPORTS:

Resistance Attacks In Baghdad:
Foreigners, Occupation Guards;

U.S. Convoy Hit
Dec 16, 2004 By SAMEER N. YACOUB, Associated Press Writer & Aljazeera.Net
A powerful blast has shaken areas of central Baghdad and smoke can be seen rising
from a southwestern area of the city, witnesses said.
The explosion was heard after fighters had attacked a US military convoy.
Clashes have also erupted between fighters and US forces in al-Jamia
neighbourhood west of Baghdad, Aljazeera's sources said.
A roadside bomb in western Baghdad damaged an SUV, then partisans opened
fire, killing a foreigner and wounding two others. Their nationalities were not
released.
Three Iraqi National Guardsmen died and six others were injured when another
roadside bomb blast in western Baghdad targeted their truck.
There are attacks on Baghdad International Airport The officers quarters across
the road from his were hit by a mortar. (Report from soldier, 12.04)

THIS IS HOW BUSH BRINGS THE TROOPS HOME:
BRING THEM ALL HOME NOW!

U.S. Marines evacuate an injured colleague after an offensive in Sunni Muslim city of
Falluja. (Eliana Aponte/Reuters)

TROOP NEWS

U.S. Vets Take Anti-War Message
To England
From: Lou Plummer
To: GI Special
Sent: December 16, 2004 6:08 AM
Subject: Report on UK Organizing by Hoffman & I
Along with Michael Hoffman, of Iraq Veterans Against the War (www.ivaw.net) I
recently spent a week in England and Scotland at the invitation of activists there.
As a member of Military Families Speak Out and the Bring Them Home Now!
http://www.bringthemhomenow.com/ campaign I leaped at the opportunity to work
with our British counterparts.
Rose Gentle lives in Pollok, a (barely) working class neighborhood in Glasgow,
Scotland. She is unquestionably the most well known military family activist in Britain.
Her 19-year-old son, Gordon, was killed in Basra in late June. He was the last
soldier to die before sovereignty (as defined by Bush and Blair) was handed over
to the Iraqis. Her meetings with government officials, the arrogant and unfeeling
letter she received from Tony Blair and her daughter’s eloquent but furious reply
to that letter are practically legendary already.
We spent several hours with her. She met us at the train station in Edinborough
accompanied by three Scottish MPs who were elected on an anti-war platform in an
election held the day after George Bush conducted his infamous “mission accomplished”
propaganda session on the deck of the USS Abraham Lincoln.
While her thick Scottish accent can be hard to understand, her righteous fury and drive
are apparent to anyone she meets. She is determined to reach out to the members of
Gordon’s unit, the Black Watch, as they return home in the coming weeks.
We also met Eddie Cherry, who served in the British Army in Northern Ireland for
two years. He is the co-founder of Veterans and Military Families for Peace in the
UK.
His dream is to establish a counseling service for the British military. Eddie believes the
system for conscientious objection is too confusing for the average soldier to master. He
also feels that the anti-war movement should try to provide meaningful psychological
counseling for returning vets. British soldiers who seek aid for combat stress from
the military are obligated to call the counselors “Sir,” which gets in the way of a
good therapeutic relationship.
British activists we met feel that convincing their government to withdraw its
troops could sound the death knell for Bush’s imperial plans in the Middle East.
Meetings around the country were well attended, well organized and contained a
good cross section of the community, including Muslims. Organizers are

vigorously promoting the call for a demonstration on March 19, the second
anniversary of the invasion of Iraq.
People were encouraged at the presence of Mike and I and by our experiences
organizing in our respective communities in the US. There were many thoughtful
discussions on how to deal the issues like the Iraqi resistance. Rose Gentle and Eddie
Cherry, both stridently anti-racist, refuse to demonize those in Iraq who are opposing the
occupation.
Mike and I were amazed at the presence of Iraqis at almost every venue we visited. In
the work I’ve done in the US, I have yet to encounter an Iraqi citizen. Fear of
government reprisal seems to be a major reason for this, in addition to simple
demographic explanations.
It’s quickly evident that there can’t be much of a comparison between the experience of
an American or British soldier and that of a doctor from the hospital in Falluja.
Yes, it’s true that the troops who are undersupplied, poorly led, overused and sometimes
dead or maimed present us with a cause worth struggling for.
The Iraqi doctor has different motivations. He watched an American tank demolish a
house containing the family of a friend. He watched an angry and scared American
teenager put a gun to his 66-year-old father’s head.
We were treated with respect from the Iraqis we met. Still we were repeatedly asked to
apologize for America and its military by people struggling to find some justification for
the presence of foreign occupiers in their country.
The unique communities of veterans and military families in the UK and the US
can do tangible things together to pressure our respective governments into
stopping the madness.
Peace,
Lou Plummer
Military Families Speak
Out Bring Them Home Now!
Fayetteville Peace With Justice

Iraq: No Help On The Way:
New Troops Won’t Be Ready For Two
Years
Jack Kelly [Washington Times, December 16, 2004, Pg. 20]
Our reliance on reserve troops to fight the war in Iraq may be reaching its limit. About 40
percent of the U.S. forces in Iraq are reservists, a number that could reach more than 50
percent this summer. Congress has authorized adding 40,000 soldiers to the Army,

the equivalent of a division and its supporting elements---but that can't be
accomplished for about two years. We could have trouble hanging on in Iraq for
two years.

Straight Vets Pay The Price For Army
Getting Rid Of Gay Troops
Nathaniel Frank [New York Times, December 16, 2004]
Many of the recalls of inactive soldiers could have been avoided if the Pentagon
had not fired so many gay troops. Overall, the military has recalled 5,674 veterans
since June, but has discharged 6,416 soldiers under the "don't ask, don't tell"
policy since 1998.

What do you think? Comments from service men and women,
and veterans, are especially welcome. Send to
contact@militaryproject.org. Name, I.D., withheld on request.
Replies confidential.

Meadows Man Gets Purple Heart;
"They Patched Him Up And Sent Him
Back Out."
Dec. 16, 2004 BY DANIELLE BRAFF, Digital Chicago Inc.
Marine Cpl. Anthony Buckel received the Purple Heart medal last month after being shot
in the arm while serving in Iraq.
Buckel, 24, of Rolling Meadows, has been serving with the 2nd Battalion of the 24th
Division Marine Reserve Weapons Company since September after he was called up as
a reserve. Two months after he arrived in Iraq, he received a gunshot wound to his
forearm and shrapnel wounds to his head as he stood atop a Hummer, patrolling with a
machine gun for homemade explosive devices along a highway in Iraq.
Buckel was back on top of the Hummer a few hours after being wounded, with the
bullet remaining lodged in his arm and the shrapnel in his face.
"They just left the shrapnel and bullet in him," said Buckel's mother, Mary Brown
of Mount Prospect. "They patched him up and sent him back out."
Buckel's home is in Rolling Meadows with his wife, Holly, but he was raised in Mount
Prospect, where he attended Lincoln Junior High School and Prospect High School.

He joined the reserves hoping that his duty would ultimately increase his chances of
becoming a firefighter upon his ultimate return to the United States. His reserve duties
extend until 2008, his mother said, but she is looking forward to seeing him when he
makes a brief stop in Illinois in April.

Who Do You Believe?
(Somebody’s Full Of Shit)
The Commander: Armor is 'OK'
[Thanks to Lou P. who sent this one in:]
Dec 16, 2004 By Henry Cuningham, Military editor, The Fayetteville (NC) Observer
Brig. Gen. Yves Fontaine of Fort Bragg says all U.S. military trucks that go on the road in
Iraq are armored.
Fontaine, commander of the 1st Corps Support Command, is in charge of logistics for
Iraq.
''About 68 percent of my vehicles have armor, which is OK,'' Fontaine said Wednesday.
''That 68 percent is what is on the road in Iraq.''
The threat of roadside bombs and ambushes has "significantly decreased in the
last month or so, but it's still here and there once in a while,'' he said.
U.S. forces rely as much as they can on resupply by air to take troops and trucks off the
road, he said. [That’s because the threat has “significantly decreased, right? What
a lame lying idiot.]

Or The Reporter:
Most Trucks Not Armored;
For Every 20 Convoys, A Driver
Killed Or Wounded
12/16/04 Strateg: By James Dunnigan

This is the heart of the current controversy of the shortage of armored trucks.
Currently most of the trucks in Iraq and Afghanistan are not armored (5,000
Humvees, 4,300 medium and 3,600 heavy trucks). The drivers of the larger trucks
want armor.
But for now, the word travels fast when a convoy is hit, and drivers are killed or
injured. The drivers can do the math, and know that for every twenty or so
convoys, a driver is killed or wounded.
Back in early 2003, the United States army only had a hundred or so armored trucks
available for operations in Iraq. In the last 20 months, another 16,000 trucks in Iraq and
Afghanistan have had armor added (15,000 Humvees, 450 medium trucks and 650
heavy trucks).
The Humvees are actually light trucks, and are used not just to move people and
supplies around, but to carry troops and weapons to escort convoys of unarmored
trucks.
This is the heart of the current controversy of the shortage of armored trucks.
Currently most of the trucks in Iraq and Afghanistan are not armored (5,000
Humvees, 4,300 medium and 3,600 heavy trucks). The drivers of the larger trucks
want armor.
About a third of the casualties in Iraq are from roadside bombs (IEDs, or Improvised
Explosive Devices in milspeak.) This is where the non-combat troops driving trucks are
most vulnerable. There are also a lot of ambushes with AK-47s and RPGs, but these
cause fewer casualties to truck drivers.
There are 300-400 convoy operations a day in Iraq, most of them being supply runs.
This involves over 3,000 vehicles, and some 6,000 troops.
The drivers of the trucks are usually reservists, and finding themselves exposed to this
kind of danger, when only months earlier they were civilians, is a shock to the system.
While non-combat troops are trained to use their rifles, and other weapons, this is
understood to be for emergencies, not for a regular part of their job.
Worse yet, the danger is in the form of an ambush, usually from a roadside bomb.
Casualties from these attacks are relatively low, although soldiers who drive dangerous
routes regularly have about a five percent chance of getting killed or wounded during a
12 month tour.
That's a very high casualty rate for non-combat troops, although the reservist military
police guarding many convoys were trained for this sort of thing. Many of these army,
marine and air force drivers take it as part of the job. Not a pleasant job, but one they
can be proud of.
None of these men and women want to get a Purple Heart, but if they do (and especially
if they have no permanent, or fatal, injuries), it’s something they can be proud of. Make
no mistake, when it comes to “respect” in the military, it’s the combat troops who are

always at the top of the pecking order. A REMF (Rear-Echelon Mother…, as the combat
troops lovingly refer to their non-combat brethren) with a Purple Heart, or even those
who can say they “rode the MSR (Main Supply Route) in Iraq,” will get an approving nod
from infantry veterans.
But right now, the truck drivers are not all that concerned about respect. They are
worried about flying objects coming through the windshield or door of their truck
when they least expect it.
Infantrymen are prepared psychologically for combat, non-combat troops are not.
You’ve got a lot of anxious truck drivers in Iraq. This is especially true of the
hundred or so drivers hauling ammo and fuel on any given day.
What has made the attacks more of an issue is the aftereffects of the battle of Fallujah
last month. Two weeks of combat caused over 2,000 anti-government fighters to be
killed or captured. Several thousand more fled to other areas in central Iraq.
Now roadside bombs and ambushes are showing up on routes that used to be
safe, or increased the number of attacks on routes that were already dangerous.
The unarmored trucks are mainly used on the “safe” routes. Unarmored trucks are also
used on dangerous routes, but they are located in the convoy where they are less likely
to suffer damage. Truck drivers are seeing more violence and they want more
protection.
The marine drivers look at their army counterparts with some disdain. In the marines,
“every marine is a rifleman.” That means every marine is expected to be ready to face
the enemy, and the danger that entails. The army has a lot of drivers who don’t mind
going into harms way, but would prefer to have a better chance of coming through
uninjured.
The problem is that there’s no way the army can armor all their trucks any time
soon.
It took 20 months to get 15,000 of them armored, and it could take months to get
the rest of them armored.
While army commanders wish they had marines as drivers, they don’t. The army drivers
are concerned, and will remain so until they have an armored truck to ride. In the
meantime, more attention will be paid to convoy protection. If you can keep your
convoys away from roadside bombs and ambushes, you make the drivers feel a lot
better.
But for now, the word travels fast when a convoy is hit, and drivers are killed or
injured. The drivers can do the math, and know that for every twenty or so
convoys, a driver is killed or wounded.
While odds like that would be popular in the infantry, non-combat troops driving trucks
want some more protection while they face those kinds of risks.

NEED SOME TRUTH? CHECK OUT TRAVELING SOLDIER
Telling the truth - about the occupation, the cuts to veterans’ benefits, or the
dangers of depleted uranium - is the first reason Traveling Soldier is necessary.
But we want to do more than tell the truth; we want to report on the resistance whether it's in the streets of Baghdad, New York, or inside the armed forces. Our
goal is for Traveling Soldier to become the thread that ties working-class people
inside the armed services together. We want this newsletter to be a weapon to
help you organize resistance within the armed forces. If you like what you've read,
we hope that you'll join with us in building a network of active duty organizers.
http://www.traveling-soldier.org/ And join with Iraq War vets in the call to end the
occupation and bring our troops home now! (www.ivaw.net)

MEDIA ALERT:
CORRECTED TRANSCRIPT OF
SECRETARY RUMSFELD'S
FRIENDLY, NON-CONTENTIOUS
BULL SESSION WITH JOYOUS, 100%
GUNG-HO NATIONAL GUARDSMEN
IN KUWAIT
Morale-Boosting Appearance by the
Secretary of Defense
Camp Buehring, Kuwait
http://www.whitehouse.org/news/2004/121004.asp
For Immediate Release
Office of the Press Secretary
December 10, 2004
BEGIN TRANSCRIPT]
SECRETARY RUMSFELD: At ease, gentlemen. Gosh, seeing so many of you meat
pawns gathered here at this mandatory public relations dog and pony show makes this
old war poodle squeeze bitter little ice cubes out of the corners of his squinty eyes. So
without further chit-chat, let's get this heartfelt Q&A on the record. I hereby order you to
ask me honest, softball questions so that we I can feign sympathy for the ridiculous
sacrifices you grunts are making.

You in the camouflage. Speak up.
PFC Daniel Anderson: Thank you, sir. Will you and the Pentagon finally make it easier
for me to re-enlist for another tour of combat duty?
SECRETARY RUMSFELD: Gee-whiz, I'll see what I can do to make sure you get to
proudly serve your nation until the Lord calls you to the great barracks in the clouds.
Thank goodness for those "Thou Shalt Not Kill" loopholes, eh? Next!
PFC Travis Williams: Sir, I'm a thirty-five father of two. My oldest son is 13. Do you
think I can look forward in the next five or six tears to serving side by side with my boy,
blowing away the Iraqi September 11th terrorists together?
SECRETARY RUMSFELD: Gosh, I sure can't relate to your predicament, GI Joe. But
let me just say "Dream the extremely possible dream." Because dreams can and do
come true – especially yours.
PFC Daniel Sutton: Mr. Secretary, sir. I wanted to ask you if it's possible for our victory in
Iraq to have been any more decisive, well-planned, and free of disastrous
consequences?
SECRETARY RUMSFELD: Jeepers, I don't think so, Private! Sock it to me, grunt.
PFC Vincent Modarsky: Mr. Secretary: I enlisted in the Army as a way to pay for college,
with the hope of escaping generations of socioeconomic hardship. Is there a way that I,
and other ethnically diverse, disadvantaged youth like me can just drop out of school
altogether and commit to becoming lifetime, non-commissioned cannon fodder?
SECRETARY RUMSFELD: I like the cut of your gib, kid. You got heart, gumption, and
grit. Your wish is granted. Voila! Who's on deck?
PFC Ryan Chambers: Sir, yes sir! How long until the Army develops giant, robotic
exoskeletons with Gatling guns for fists like in Matrix Revolutions? It seems that would
be the best way to get wounded amputees out of the hospital and back into combat the
way they want to be!
SECRETARY RUMSFELD: Excellent question! That's just the sort of thinking that'll help
us win the war all over again. So tell you what – I'll talk to the death docs back at the
Pentagon about your idea. Maybe in ten years, when we're re-re-taking Baghdad, we'll
strap a prototype onto your stumps so you can test it out.
[[ BEGIN CORRECTION - EDITORS TAKE NOTE ]]
OK, it's no holds barred time! Hit me with your best shot!
Corporeal Josh Thoemke: With all due respect sir, our Humvees are becoming
encumbered with far too much extraneous armor. Most Americans don't even know that
no expense is spared when concerning our safety and equipment.

SECRETARY RUMSFELD: I missed the first part of your question. Could you repeat it
for the cameras?
Corporeal Josh Thoemke: Yes, Mr. Secretary. Our soldiers have been fighting in Iraq
for coming up on three years. Is it possible to spend more tax dollars on sweetheart
contracts for mercenary companies who want in on the ground floor of Iraq, Inc.? It
seems these patriotic war profiteers need the cash a whole lot more than us worthless
enlisted guys need superfluous IED-deflecting steel plates and Kevlar.
(Rapturous Applause.)
SECRETARY RUMSFELD: Well gee willigers! It's that kind of wonderfully informed and
insightful question that makes me proud to have greenlighted Rush Limbaugh and Sean
Hannity on Armed Forces Radio – if for no other reason than to successfully counteract
the lies being spread by the embedded liberal journalists in your units.
You know soldier, you fight the war with the Army you have, not the Army you want, or
even the Army you should have had, or even still, the Army you think you have. So I
appreciate your brainstorming about how to deal with the Army we tell the public you
have, but don't. So by golly, you'll go far Corporal – if you live that long.
[[ END CORRECTION ]]
Batter up!
PFC Michael Smith: Sir. Could the Iraqi people be any more thrilled to have us trolling
their bombed out cities spouting insincere democratic catch phrases and spraying facemincingly hot shrapnel like water from a lawn sprinkler?
SECRETARY RUMSFELD: Sometimes I can't tell if Iraqi widows are crying for joy, or
because one of you boys righteously fricasseed her eldest. Most of the time I don't care.
All I know is they better be happy to be inheriting a puppet democracy, or else. Who
wants some of this?
PFC Frank Jacobson: Mr. Secretary, I've been in this man's army for most of my adult
life, which is now officially two years. Is it just me, or didn't the flattening of Falluja prove
your innovative theories of a faster, leaner, cheaper army?
SECRETARY RUMSFELD: Goodness gracious, I believe you're right! Give a pretty gold
star to that boy! Who's next?
PFC Brad Thackery: What's the deal with the liberal media and its reporting of the war?
It's totally awesome here: communal showers, great tanning weather, free machine
guns, and then there's the adrenaline-fueled God Complex.
SECRETARY RUMSFELD: Well put, my boy! You know, the media wants the USA to
lose the War on Terror. But what those traitors don't know is that we can never lose a
war that doesn't really exist. (Winks.) Next?
PFC Paul Willmon: Yes, sir. When will we be kicking off the invasion of Iran?
SECRETARY RUMSFELD: You'll be the first to know. (Laughs.)

Thank you all for your time. And don't think for a minute that my thoughts aren't with you.
And the American people thank you, because your sentimental loyalty to God and
Country, while commendable, also makes you easy to manipulate. So keep a stiff (as in
"tightly buttoned") upper lip. Because your job is to suffer quietly, so that the public need
never fear for their safety during a late-night trip to Wal-Mart.
Now if you'll excuse me, I need to put as much land mass between me and here as
possible.
Toodly-Doodly!
(Applause.)
[END TRANSCRIPT]

Capt. Victor Artiga:
Criminal;
Soldier Declared Insane And
Kidnapped By MI Scum In Uniform
For Objecting To Torture
[This is a long, long one, but it’s a real horror story. It tells how one honest
soldier who objected to torturing prisoners got totally fucked over, and his
tormenters are still walking around free. For now. What goes around, comes
around, and justice comes in many different forms.]

Dec. 8, 2004 By David DeBatto, Salon.com.
About the writer: David DeBatto is an author and former U.S. Army
counterintelligence agent who served in Operation Iraqi Freedom.
A veteran sergeant who told his commanding officers that he witnessed his
colleagues torturing Iraqi detainees was strapped to a gurney and flown out of
Iraq -- even though there was nothing wrong with him.
If what Ford and his witnesses say turns out to be true, then the officers involved
could face criminal charges ranging from threatening and intimidation, perjury,
and assault to false imprisonment, conspiracy and obstruction of justice. The list
of potential breaches of Army regulations is just as long, including "conduct
unbecoming of an officer," a serious offense in the military.

Sgt. Frank "Greg" Ford at Fort Lewis Army base, in Washington, before his deployment to Iraq.

On June 15, 2003, Sgt. Frank "Greg" Ford, a counterintelligence agent in the
California National Guard's 223rd Military Intelligence (M.I.) Battalion stationed in
Samarra, Iraq, told his commanding officer, Capt. Victor Artiga, that he had
witnessed five incidents of torture and abuse of Iraqi detainees at his base, and
requested a formal investigation.
Thirty-six hours later, Ford, a 49-year-old with over 30 years of military service in
the Coast Guard, Army and Navy, was ordered by U.S. Army medical personnel to
lie down on a gurney, was then strapped down, loaded onto a military plane and
medevac'd to a military medical center outside the country.
Although no "medevac" order appears to have been written, in violation of Army
policy, Ford was clearly shipped out because of a diagnosis that he was suffering from
combat stress. After Ford raised the torture allegations, Artiga immediately said
Ford was "delusional" and ordered a psychiatric examination, according to Ford.
But that examination, carried out by an Army psychiatrist, diagnosed him as
"completely normal."

A witness, Sgt. 1st Class Michael Marciello, claims that Artiga became enraged
when he read the initial medical report finding nothing wrong with Ford and
intimidated the psychiatrist into changing it. According to Marciello, Artiga
angrily told the psychiatrist that it was a "C.I. [counterintelligence] or M.I. matter"
and insisted that she had to change her report and get Ford out of Iraq.
Documents show that all subsequent examinations of Ford by Army mental-health
professionals, over many months, confirmed his initial diagnosis as normal.
An officer at the California Office of the Adjutant General in Sacramento, Calif., Sgt. Maj.
Patrick Hammond, has known Ford for over 15 years during their service in the
California National Guard. Hammond said, "I have never had any reason to question his
honesty and I don't do so now." This reporter served in the military with Ford in Iraq
for seven months and can also attest that he is sane and level-headed.
Ford, who has since left the military, claims that his superiors shipped him out of
the country to prevent him from exposing the abusive behavior. "They were
determined to protect their own asses no matter who they had to take down," he
says.
Col. C. Tsai, a military doctor who examined Ford in Germany and found nothing wrong
with him, told a film crew for Spiegel Television that he was "not surprised" at Ford's
diagnosis.
Tsai told Spiegel that he had treated "three or four" other U.S. soldiers from Iraq
that were also sent to Landstuhl for psychological evaluations or "combat stress
counseling" after they reported incidents of detainee abuse or other wrongdoing
by American soldiers.
If Ford's allegations are proven, the Army would be faced with evidence that its prisoner
abuse problem is even more widespread than previously acknowledged -- and that
some of its own officers not only turned a blind eye to abuses but actively
participated in covering them up.
The 223rd M.I. Battalion was one of the first divisions to enter Iraq after the U.S. "Shock
and Awe" aerial bombardment ended, in mid-April 2003. (I also served in that unit incountry from April through October 2003. I met Ford in February 2003, at Fort
Bragg, N.C., and continued to stay in contact with him until he was shipped out of
the country. I have also since left the military.)
The battalion's mission was to collect counterintelligence. Its agents, highly trained
soldiers responsible for force protection and for investigating national security crimes
committed against the Army, were divided into small units called Tactical Human
Intelligence Teams, or THTs. Every day, these teams went out from their forward
operating bases in Iraq and interacted with the local people in an effort to gather critical
intelligence on such matters as the location of conventional and unconventional
weapons and the whereabouts of the fugitives depicted on the Pentagon's 55-mostwanted playing cards.

It was arguably one of the most sensitive and important jobs in the entire Iraqi theater of
operations. As the team sergeant of his THT, Ford was second in command of his fourperson team and responsible for training, discipline, logistics and supervision of day-today operations. He was also the team's designated combat life saver, or medic.
Ford spent his first weeks in Iraq at Balad Air Base, also known as Camp Anaconda,
about 50 kilometers north of Baghdad along the Tigris. In early May, he was assigned to
a THT that was headed for Samarra, another 20 kilometers to the northeast. An ancient
trading center that dates to the Mesopotamian era, Samarra was known as a hotbed of
Sunni Arab loyalists, ex-Baath Party officials, and Islamist extremists.
The two-story police station the Army occupied was located in the center of town, closely
surrounded by taller buildings, giving anyone who cared to fire on the Americans an
excellent field in which to do so. And fire they did. Almost every night, Ford and his
teammates would be forced to dive from their bunks for cover as mortar rounds rocked
the compound. The concussions shook the foundation and broke whatever glass
windows remained.
Fortunately, the Iraqi mortar crews proved wildly inaccurate, and no Americans were
killed, but several were wounded and the attacks never let up. There was immense
pressure on the THT to find out who was behind the attacks and to supply the
information to the "gunslingers" of the 4th Infantry Division. It was in that environment
that Ford says he saw the incidents that led to the end of his long military career.
Ford seemed calm and resolute as he talked about how the events that took place
in Samarra contradicted everything he thought he knew about the military. For
more than three decades, he said, he had always served with "people that I knew I
could depend on when it really mattered. They were people that I would have
sacrificed my life to save if need be, and I knew they would do the same for me, no
questions asked."
He went on, "There were also rules and regulations to follow. Some of the rules
applied only in peacetime, some only in time of war. Some always applied. You
knew which was which. These simple, basic rules were pounded into your head
from the day you got off the bus at basic training. You broke the rules, you paid
the price. Period. Everyone knew that simple fact, and everyone accepted it."
But Ford said those rules were savagely broken in Samarra in June 2003. He
described multiple incidents of what he called "war crimes" and "torture" of Iraqi
detainees ranging in age from about 15 to 35. According to Ford, his teammates, three
counterintelligence agents like himself -- one of them a woman -- systematically and
repeatedly abused several Iraqi male detainees over a two-to three-week time period.
Ford describes incidents of asphyxiation, mock executions, arms being pulled out
of sockets, and lit cigarettes forced into detainee's ears while they were
blindfolded and bound. These atrocities took place in an Iraqi police station, Ford
said. His attempts to stop the abuse were met with either indifference or threats
by his team leader, who was himself one of the abusers, according to Ford.
Ford clenched his fists tightly and shook his head slowly from side to side. "I
guess one of the things that pisses me off most is the arrogance," he said. "The

condescending attitude that my team had. Some of the medics, too. Saying things
like 'So what, he's just another haji,' like they were scum or some kind of animal,
really just pisses me off."
Ford said he was fighting a raging battle with himself over whether to report what he'd
seen to his superiors at Anaconda or to confront the team leader one last time. He felt
"sick inside" about the mistreatment of detainees, but he did not want to be a "rat,"
either. Having worked as a corrections officer for almost 20 years, Ford knew how he
would be perceived among the troops if he snitched. "I didn't want to have to watch my
back at the same time I was dodging mortar rounds from the Iraqis. I decided that I had
to confront [the team leader] and tell him, in no uncertain terms, that I would not stand
for any more of that kind of shit toward the detainees."
Ford said he found the team leader and had it out with him. "I told him that if there was
ever a court-martial over these incidents, I would absolutely testify against him. I said
that this kind of crap has to stop or else I would report it to Artiga." According to Ford,
the team leader replied, "Fine, Greg, you do what you have to do." By then, Ford said,
he'd "had enough." He told the team leader that he would be filing a complaint
against him and the other agent as soon as possible. He said the team leader told
him he was "crazy" and "seeing things" and no one would believe him anyway, so
"knock yourself out."
The next day, Ford said he rode with the rest of his team down to Camp Anaconda,
where the 223rd had its headquarters, as did the 205th M.I. Brigade, which was made
infamous by the Abu Ghraib scandal. Both divisions were commanded by Col. Thomas
Pappas. Upon his arrival, Ford said that he immediately went to the company
headquarters and met with Artiga and 1st Sgt. John Vegilla.
Ford said that it was clear that Artiga knew he was coming. "I told them that I wanted to
request a formal investigation into allegations of war crimes committed by my team
against Iraqi detainees. I said I wanted to request a removal of this whole team and their
replacement by a senior team, because they're bringing the house down.
He looked right at me and said, 'Nope, that never happened. You're delusional,
you imagined the whole thing. And you've got 30 seconds to withdraw your
complaint. If you do, it will be as if this conversation never took place.'" Ford
refused, and Artiga told him to "get out of here" and that he would call him when
the complaint was ready.
A few hours later, Marciello, a senior counterintelligence agent, arrived to accompany
Ford from the transient tent where he was staying to company headquarters to see
Artiga and Vegilla. The slight and bespectacled Marciello, who looks like a cross
between Woody Allen and Wally Cox, recently retired from the National Guard after
almost 35 years of service.
According to Marciello, "Artiga then instructed Vegilla to take Ford's M-16 and
ammunition away from him for safekeeping and said that he was revoking Ford's
security clearance. He [Artiga] also said that I was being assigned to escort Ford 24
hours a day until further notice." Artiga then ordered Ford to report immediately to Capt.
Angela Madera, an Army psychiatrist, at the base mental-health facility for a "combat
stress evaluation."

Marciello says he escorted Ford to his meeting with Madera.
According to Marciello, he waited outside Madera's office for approximately one hour
while Madera interviewed Ford. After the interview, "I escorted Ford back to his tent and
then stayed with him for the remainder of the day." To Marciello, Ford seemed frustrated
at the situation but calm and under control.
Marciello remembers being summoned the next morning, June 16, to company
headquarters by Artiga, who according to Marciello was "really pissed" about the
report Madera had written regarding Ford. "He was pacing around in the office
holding the report up," Marciello said. "Dr. Madera had diagnosed Ford as
completely 'normal' and 'not a danger to himself or others.'"
Artiga was "just livid," Marciello recalls. "He took me in tow over to meet with
Madera. Just me and him. We practically ran over there. Once we got there, he
held up her report and asked her what she thought she was doing. He walked
right over to her and got right in her face. Then he told her that this report cannot
stay the way it is. He said that she will change it to read that Ford is unstable and
must be sent out of [the Iraqi] theater immediately. He then said something to the
effect that this was a C.I. or M.I. matter and that he was telling her that she had
better see to these changes right now."
According to Marciello, "Madera was really shook up by the encounter with Artiga ... She
was trembling." With that, Marciello said, "Me and Artiga just up and left Madera's office
and headed back to the company area. Artiga went back to the office and I went to find
Ford." Marciello found Ford in his tent and related what had just occurred. "I told him to
stay put and that I would return in a little while." It was the last time Marciello saw Greg
Ford.
The Geneva Conventions signed by the United States and 114 other countries in 1949
give prisoners of war strict protections. They cannot be assaulted, photographed (except
for counterintelligence purposes), threatened with physical harm, denied medical care
and medication, or deprived of food, water, clothing or sleep. They are also entitled to
have mail access and regular visits from the Red Cross or other humanitarian groups.
There are striking parallels between the conditions at Abu Ghraib when the
abuses took place and those at Samarra when Greg Ford says he saw his
colleagues torturing detainees.
Both facilities were suffering heavy casualties as the result of daily mortar attacks from
an invisible enemy. In both cases, the command became increasingly frustrated at its
inability to identify, locate and stop the attackers and -- bolstered by directives from top
military brass to "set the conditions" for information collection -- allowed combat troops
and military intelligence operatives to use harsh tactics. Both facilities were populated
mostly by young reservists with no combat experience. The majority of detainees,
meanwhile, were adolescents or old men of little to no intelligence value.
The M.I. units at both centers also shared a commanding officer, Col. Thomas
Pappas, who arrived in Iraq sometime in the middle of June 2003 and formally took

charge of the 205th M.I. Brigade at an elaborate change-of-command ceremony at
Anaconda on July 1. The 205th comprises Ford's 223rd M.I. Battalion and the 519th M.I.
Battalion, which played a part in the both the Abu Ghraib scandal and at least one
detainee death in Afghanistan, resulting in criminal charges being filed.
After Pappas ordered all members of the 205th to be present at his change-ofcommand ceremony, three soldiers from the 519th were killed in a vehicular
accident while traveling through hostile territory from northern Iraq in order to
attend.
Not long after Marciello left him, Ford said, Madera, accompanied by an unknown
male captain, entered Ford's tent and told him to get ready because he was going
to be "medevac'd" to Germany immediately. "What the hell is going on here?"
Ford remembered demanding, but Madera told him to "be quiet," that he "had to
leave," and that she would explain once they were airborne. She escorted him to a
waiting Humvee that took them to the base airstrip, where a C-130 was warming up on
the tarmac.
"Madera ordered me to lie down on a gurney that had been in the rear of the
Humvee so she could strap me down. I again asked what was going on, only this
time a lot more pissed off. I said that I was perfectly able to walk." Ford said Madera
insisted, telling him it was the order of "[Lt. Col. Timothy] Ryan and Artiga" that he be
"bound and secured" when taken "out of country." "I saw that I had no choice and finally
said OK, anything just to get the fuck out of there," Ford recalled. With the help of the
male captain, who Ford said identified himself as a medical officer, Madera strapped him
to the gurney.
Just then, Ford claimed, Ryan, Artiga's superior officer, pulled up in his Humvee and
walked over to where Ford was lying on the gurney. "He looked down at me and said,
'Don't worry. We are going to get you the best treatment available.' I was enraged at
that point, and it was a good thing I was strapped down. I just stared back at Ryan with
looks that I hoped could kill, but I didn't say nothing. What was the point? He had won
that round."
The propellers of the huge turboprop engines on the C-130 sent scorching blasts of
superheated air back toward the group, almost hot enough to singe the skin on a face.
(When I left Iraq from the same tarmac a few months later, I did get burned from the
blasts.)
As Ford's gurney sank into the steaming tarmac, Madera and the other medical officer
wheeled him up the long ramp and into the aircraft's cavernous interior. Once they were
airborne, Madera unstrapped Ford and motioned for him to sit next to her on one of the
hard benches that run along the sides of the plane. "She told me that she was forced
to get me out of Iraq ASAP by Ryan and Artiga, who she claimed were scared to
death by what I might say.
She also told me that she wanted me to get out of Iraq as soon as possible
because she feared for my safety." Ford said Madera also told him, "These people
are serious and very scary." She apologized for having orchestrated such an exit,
but said there was no other way. "I told her that I understood, but felt as though I
had just been kidnapped." According to Ford, Madera replied, "You were."

The C-130 took Ford to Kuwait, where he cooled his heels inside transient tents for two
to three days and waited for the 223rd to issue him an order. The order never came -in violation of Army regulations -- but eventually he boarded another aircraft, still
accompanied by Madera and the other officer but now acting on his own volition,
and flew to the Army Regional Medical Center in Landstuhl, Germany.
"The first thing they kept asking me at Landstuhl was, 'Where are your orders?'
How'd you get out of theater?' I mean, I was probably asked that 50 times when I
was there. Everybody asked me that. They have a reception group that meets you
there and even the Air Force people when I was getting off the plane said, 'We
don't know how you got on this plane because you don't have any orders. We
don't have a single set of orders for you.'"
According to a senior official at the California National Guard headquarters in
Sacramento, Ford should have had what is known as a "medevac" order from his unit in
Iraq (205th M.I. Brigade) in order to leave the country. No one is allowed out of a theater
of operations without either a medevac order or a standard set of written orders
authorizing travel to a destination. Ford had neither, which is a violation of Army policy.
After a brief stay for evaluation at Landstuhl, Ford says, he was flown to the
United States, where he went first to Fort Sam Houston, Texas, and then to Fort
Lewis, Wash., where he was placed in the Madigan Army Medical Center. At Fort
Lewis, Ford filed a complaint with the Army's Criminal Investigation Command, or CID, in
which he cited both the uninvestigated "war crimes" allegations and the retaliation that
he says followed.
At every stop along the way, from Kuwait to Germany to the United States, Ford
was evaluated by Army mental-health professionals and given a clean bill of
health. Doctors at each location confirmed Madera's original diagnosis -- that he
was mentally stable. Ford supplied me with documents from all of the hospitals
he visited, showing diagnoses of "normal," "not delusional," "not paranoid," "no
evidence of hallucination," "stable mental condition," and other similar remarks.
There is nothing to suggest that any of the Army medical personnel who evaluated Greg
Ford after he made his allegations in Iraq felt that there was anything wrong with him.
Tsai at the Army Regional Medical Center in Landstuhl, Germany, gave Ford a final
diagnosis of "Stable Mental Condition." Dr. Thomas Hardaway of the Brooke Army
Medical Center at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, wrote, "there was not any indication of
overt paranoia or delusional quality to what he was saying about his circumstances." He
went on to say, "There is nothing on my initial screening evaluation indicating any overt
pathology or personality problems ... Release patient from Behavioral Medicine Clinic."
Finally, in February 2004, eight months after he blew the whistle, Ford was released
from active duty and given an honorable discharge, and in October, 10 months after his
initial application, he was formally retired from the Army.
Even if Ford's allegations of prisoner abuse turn out to be false, the Army's
treatment of him betrays an outrageous attempt to cover up a potential scandal
and a blatant disregard for its own rules. According to both Ford and a credible

witness, Marciello, Ford was strapped to a gurney and bundled off to a mental
ward on the basis of a coerced diagnosis for an indefinite period of time, all before
any investigation was even started, much less completed.
When a CID investigator finally began pursuing the matter in the fall, Artiga told
the investigator that the 223rd had "looked into it" and found "nothing wrong."
If what Ford and his witnesses say turns out to be true, then the officers involved
could face criminal charges ranging from threatening and intimidation, perjury,
and assault to false imprisonment, conspiracy and obstruction of justice. The list
of potential breaches of Army regulations is just as long, including "conduct
unbecoming of an officer," a serious offense in the military.
In addition to Ford and the other soldiers treated by Tsai, other Army whistleblowers have also reported this type of mistreatment. According to a May 25
report by United Press International, Julian Goodrum, a decorated lieutenant in
the U.S. Army Reserves, was allegedly locked in a psychiatric ward as punishment
for filing a complaint over the death of a soldier in his command.
He had also testified before Congress about the poor medical care Reserve soldiers
returning from Iraq and Afghanistan were receiving at Fort Knox, Ky. After he escaped
from the locked ward, he was charged with being AWOL and was even given a $6,000
bill for room and board during his involuntary hospital stay. Still another whistle-blower,
Sgt. Samuel Provance of the 205th M.I. Brigade, was stripped of his security clearance
and assigned to administrative duties in Germany after reporting abuses at Abu Ghraib.
Provance told me in recent e-mails that he has been harassed by other soldiers and
commanders since he made his allegations and has become something of a pariah in
his unit.
In August 2004, Ford filed a report on his allegations of war crimes and abduction with
the Sacramento office of the FBI. That office forwarded the report to the Bureau's
headquarters in Washington, which in turn passed it along to the Department of
Defense. Ford says he met with investigators from the DoD's Office of the
Inspector General in the last week of September. "It was obvious from their line of
questioning that their mission was to cover up for DoD and the Army," Ford said.
Special Agent Karen Ernst of the FBI's Sacramento office told me that the Bureau "may"
have jurisdiction in the matter and is prepared to step in if the DoD "drops the ball on
this." Although she would not offer an opinion of Ford's case, she did say that they only
file reports if they believe the allegations have "some merit."
Neither the California Office of the Adjutant General in Sacramento nor the state's
Judge Advocate General (JAG) office would officially comment, but staff at both
places told me off the record that they hoped Ford would be vindicated and the
officers in question punished for "abuse of authority."
According to an Army CID special agent who is familiar with Ford's case, "This is
a classic case of a whitewash. A coverup. The agent in Iraq never even looked at
the 15-6 investigation the 223rd supposedly did. No one was ever interviewed
until Abu Ghraib hit the fan." When I asked him whether the CID was complicit in

an Army coverup of the case, he said, "Absolutely ... Do you have any idea how
ugly this case could get if they ever really looked into it? It would open up a
whole can of worms that they just don't want to touch."
The agent, who refused to give his name for fear of retaliation, added, "Based on
everything I know about this case, I believe Ford. I have seen too many similar
cases not to. It fits the pattern. Everyone involved in this blatant coverup should
be criminally prosecuted. For this to have dragged on for over a year without
being investigated is ridiculous." In September, the CID conducted two telephone
interviews with Marciello, but no one else in the 223rd has yet been interviewed,
including myself.
His nightmarish experience with the Army in Iraq has changed him forever, Ford
told me as we sat on a bench near the fountain in front of California National
Guard headquarters in Sacramento. He said that he intended to devote the next
few years, and maybe even the rest of his life, to working with individuals and
organizations in the fight for human rights and dignity.
He specifically mentioned Amnesty International and the World Organization for
Human Rights. The latter has formally requested that Attorney General John
Ashcroft file criminal war-crimes charges against high-ranking administration
officials, including Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld and President George
W. Bush, over the revelations coming out of Abu Ghraib.
Ford said he hoped to join in pushing for that action.

MORE:
CIA Ordered Agents To Avoid Military Torturers
[New York Times, December 14, 2004]
Worried about harsh techniques used by Special Operations forces, the CIA last
year prohibited its officers in Iraq from taking part in military interrogations where
prisoners were subjected to duress.
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Senior Government Collaborator
Killed
Dec 16, 2004 BAGHDAD (Reuters)
A senior official in Iraq's Communications Ministry was shot dead as he was
driving to work in Baghdad on Thursday, a source at the ministry said.
Resistance fighters drew up alongside Kassim Imhawi's car and opened fire as he was
traveling from his home in the western district Jamia district of the capital to the office,
the source said.
One of his bodyguards was also killed and two others were seriously wounded.
The attack occurred on Haifa Street, a notoriously dangerous neighborhood of central
Baghdad that is frequently the scene of insurgent activity.
Imhawi was director-general of the Communications Ministry and regarded as one
of the minister's top aides. He was instrumental in helping to set up Iraq's mobile
telephone network, one of the few infrastructure advances since the war.
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DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK

Cops Send Child Porn To 1,800 Schools
Nov. 26, 2004 Reuters News Agency
SYDNEY (Reuters) - Australian police apologized on Thursday after inadvertently
sending Internet images of child pornography to 1,800 schools while trying to
warn principals about children at risk of abuse.
Police assistant commissioner Graeme Morgan said human error had resulted in "partial
images" of child pornography being sent to 1,800 government-run schools across New
South Wales, Australia's most populous state.
"This is a very unfortunate incident and we deeply regret it happened. A full internal
investigation is underway," Morgan said in a statement.
Morgan said the images of three young girls had been sent to the state's
Department of Education. The photographs sent by police and found during the

arrest of a man suspected of possessing child pornography, had been cropped to
show only the girls' faces.
However, inadequate software had been used in the cropping process and the full
images remained embedded in some files, which were later opened by a handful
of recipients, he said.
"This resulted in pornographic material being accidentally sent to the department for
distribution to school principals in an effort to identify the children at risk," Morgan said.
He said police have made an urgent request for all unopened files to be deleted and for
printed images to be destroyed. About 80 percent of the e-mails have had already
been opened, he said.
Morgan said police have so far been unable to locate the girls who were in the
photographs.

Mall Security Guards Watch For
Suicide Bombers

Nov. 29, 2004 by Matt Apuzzo, Associated Press
MANCHESTER, Conn. -- In a suburban mall outside Hartford, past the Abercrombie
& Fitch and the cell phone kiosks, tucked away by the Barnes & Noble, a
conference room full of shopping mall security guards are learning to spot suicide
bombers.
They're being taught blast patterns and behavior profiles, how a bomb is packaged and
how a bomber is recruited.
This suburban security force, known more for dispersing loitering teens than for
fighting terrorism, is receiving the type of training that just a few years ago was
reserved for the Israeli police and the U.S. military.

"If they're carrying a bag, look for that white-knunckle grip," Patrick Chagnon, a
Connecticut State Police detective and national counterterrorism instructor, tells the
class as the mall bustles with holiday shoppers carrying bags and boxes of all sizes.
"Remember that white-knuckle grip," Chagnon tells his 10 students. "They're
carrying that package and they're holding onto it for dear life."
"Everyone has an obligation to be a soldier in this war," Connecticut Homeland Security
Director John Buturla said.
The U.S. Office of Domestic Preparedness, the training arm of the Homeland Security
Department, opened its first suicide bombing class last month in New Mexico. Already,
239 police and rescue workers have completed the course and thousands more are
expected to take it in 2005.
"It is a priority to see first-responders get training," ODP spokesman Marc Short said.
Such training frequently is met with skeptical questions: Is al-Qaida really going
to attack a Connecticut suburb or blow up a Midwest shopping mall?
"A mall is packed with people. Government buildings usually are not," said Uri
Mendelberg, a former Israeli military official whose company, ISDS International,
teaches a three-day, $1,300 course on suicide attacks in Springfield, Mass. [And is
really cleaning up on this bullshit no doubt.]
Chagnon tailors his seminars to his audience. His lectures for mall security officials
are paid for by the state and run about four hours. His law enforcement classes
are longer.
"If terrorists know that 'Mall A' has good security and 'Mall B' doesn't, where are they
going to go?"
It's sobering advice to a security force that does not carry weapons and does not have
arrest power.
"It's not the norm, but it's all changing so fast I can't answer who's doing it," said Patrick
J. Judge, the group's executive director. "Homeland Security is really pushing this
type of training." [Every student also gets two rolls of duct tape.]
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