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[Thanks to Z, who sent this in.]

“I Was Saying, See
These Oil Fires? This Is
Why We're Here, Guys.
We're Not Defending
Freedom”
[Iraq Veterans Against The War
Member, Tomas Young]
[Thanks to PB and Phil G, who sent this in.]

Now his anguish at never being able to walk again has turned to anger that he and
thousands of others are being sent to fight an immoral war for George Bush.
October 27th, 2005 By Ryan Parry, The Daily Mirror
"I went to fight in Iraq to get revenge for 9/11... I found out Bush had led us into a
war that was immoral and totally wrong..."
BRAVE Tomas Young saw it as his patriotic duty to join the Army three days after 9/11.
Tomas, 25, wanted revenge on the terrorists who murdered nearly 2,750 people in the
Twin Towers. But on his first mission in Iraq - and before he had fired a single bullet in
anger - he was left paralysed from the chest down after being shot in an ambush.
Now his anguish at never being able to walk again has turned to anger that he and
thousands of others are being sent to fight an immoral war for George Bush.
As America this week mourned its 2000th victim of the war, Tomas said: "I joined the
Army to exact some sort of retribution on what happened to us, whether it be going to
find Osama bin Laden or to get al-Qaeda. "I joined to get back for what happened.
Nothing more, nothing less. But so far there have been 2,000 dead American soldiers
and some 100,000 dead Iraqi civilians.
"That's certainly a lot more than we lost on September 11. What has happened in Iraq is
wrong."
Tomas, now confined to a wheelchair, is bitter that his Government's lies got him
to enroll. And he is frustrated Mr Bush will not listen to the American public and
withdraw the troops.
He said: "From the start I didn't see a connection between Iraq and 9/11, but when Bush
first said, 'Weapons of mass destruction', I bought into that a bit.
"However, when that reason became more and more bullshit I started to fall off the
bandwagon. "It became clear they didn't have any strong connection and that's
when I started to snap."
THE young Army specialist is contemptuous of his President's attempts to justify
the conflict. "Bush kept coming up with reason after reason that was proving to
be wrong," Tomas said.
"It reminded me of when I was naughty as a kid. "Mom would find out my first
excuse wasn't true, so I'd make up a second and third until I would finally admit
what I'd done and take my whupping."
His opposition to the war hardened soon after he was sent to Iraq with the 2nd
Battalion 5th Cavalry regiment in March 2004. The soldier, of Kansas City,
Missouri, recalled: "I was saying, 'See these oil fires? This is why we're here,
guys. We're not defending freedom'. I realized my reasons for joining were being
twisted."

The day that would alter his life forever came on April 4. He and his colleagues were
sent to guard a rescue mission in Baghdad's Sadr City district. He found himself one of
25 troops crammed into a truck meant to hold 18.
Tomas said: "The truck was beaten up. It was supposed to have a canvas cover
and armor on the sides. It didn't have either. Space was so tight that I had my
legs folded and was lying on my back so more people could get in. I was meant to
have my M16 aiming off the side but I couldn't get enough room to pivot it around
and shoot if I needed to."
Although the rescue mission went smoothly, his truck later came under attack from
rooftop snipers armed with AK47s. Tomas said: "They opened fire and myself and three
or four others got shot. It was like shooting fish in a barrel."
HE was hit under the shoulder blade and the bullet severed his spinal cord, paralyzing
him instantly. "I went numb," he recalled. "I dropped my M16 and my fingertips were
tingling. It was like a shock through my body. I went rigid. I remember looking at my
hands and trying to will them to grab my M16, but couldn't get them to move. I tried to
yell but all I could get out was a horse-whisper."
A second shot tore into his knee. He scarcely felt it. Tomas was eventually airlifted to
hospitals in Kuwait, Germany and, finally, Washington DC. He was constantly sedated
and recalls little. But he remembers the emotional moment he came round and saw his
mother, Cathy Smith.
"I'm a mommy's boy," he admitted. "I don't care how tough you are, when you see your
mom after what I've been through you start to cry."
Last Saturday, Staff Sgt George Alexander, 34, became the 2,000th US soldier killed in
the conflict. He had been hit by a roadside bomb in Samarra, 60 miles north of
Baghdad, five days earlier.
The death was viewed as a grim landmark by America's growing anti-war
movement. Now Tomas is determined to ensure it is one of the last.
He is a member of the Iraq Veterans Against the War movement and recently
joined leading activist Cindy Sheehan at a demo outside Mr Bush's ranch in
Crawford, Texas. Her son Casey, 24, was killed in Baghdad on the same day
Tomas was hit.
Tomas and wife Brie, 24, are now trying to look to the future and are thinking of having
IVF treatment to start a family. But he remains angry about the way the war changed his
life. And he called on Mr Bush to stop others suffering in the same way. "I'd probably be
a little bitter even if the war was just," he confessed.
"But the fact that I'm in this situation, compounded with the fact we went to an
immoral war, makes it harder to accept.
"Bush led us into something that was wrong. He now needs to lead us out."
[Never happen. But Tomas and the other Iraq Veterans and active duty troops can

lead millions of Americans in a movement that will whip Bush and the rest of the
Imperial warlords to their knees. They are our best hope.]
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Military Shares Public's
Declining Support For
Bush, War
[Thanks to James Starowicz, Veterans For Peace, who sent this in.]
10/28/2005 WCNC
More than half the North Carolina military members surveyed in the latest Elon
University poll don't like the way President Bush is handling his job and the war in
Iraq.
The survey results were released today.
Of the 539 adults surveyed, nearly 53 percent of military members said they
strongly disapproved or disapproved of Bush's handling of his job. And 56
percent of that same group said they strongly disapproved or disapproved of his
handling of the Iraq war.

Do you have a friend or relative in the service? Forward this E-MAIL along,
or send us the address if you wish and we’ll send it regularly. Whether in
Iraq or stuck on a base in the USA, this is extra important for your service
friend, too often cut off from access to encouraging news of growing
resistance to the war, at home and inside the armed services. Send
requests to address up top.

IRAQ WAR REPORTS

TWO MARINES KILLED IN SAQLAWIYAH
October 28, 2005 HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND NEWS
RELEASE Number: 05-10-41C
CAMP FALLUJAH, Iraq -- Two Marines assigned to Regimental Combat Team 8,
2nd Marine Division, II Marine Expeditionary Force (Forward), were killed in an
indirect fire attack in Saqlawiyah, Oct. 27.

II MEF SOLDIER KILLED IN ACTION AT
RAMADI
October 28, 2005 HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND NEWS
RELEASE Number: 05-10-39C
CAMP FALLUJAH, Iraq – A Soldier assigned to the 2nd Marine Division, II Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward), was killed in action while conducting combat
operations against the enemy when his vehicle was attacked with an improvised
explosive device in ar Ramadi Oct. 27.

TASK FORCE BAGHDAD SOLDIER
KILLED BY ROADSIDE BOMB
October 28, 2005 HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND NEWS
RELEASE Number:
BAGHDAD, Iraq -- A Task Force Baghdad Soldier died of wounds after his patrol
struck an improvised explosive device Oct. 27 in south Baghdad.

TASK FORCE BAGHDAD SOLDIER ON
RESCUE TEAM KILLED BY SECOND
ROADSIDE BOMB
October 28, 2005 HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES CENTRAL COMMAND NEWS
RELEASE Number: 05-10-40C & WISTV
BAGHDAD, Iraq -- A Task Force Baghdad Soldier was killed when terrorists
detonated a roadside bomb Oct. 27 in south Baghdad.

This is a separate casualty from the same incident reported in release 05-10-38C.
In one incident, a soldier died of injuries he sustained when his patrol hit a bomb in
southern Baghdad on Thursday.
A second bomb exploded when other soldiers arrived as a rescue team, killing
another soldier.

Texas Sgt. Dies Of Iraq Wounds
October 28, 2005 U.S. Department of Defense News Release No. 1107-05
Sgt. Michael T. Robertson, 28, of Houston, Texas, died at Brooke Army Medical
Center, San Antonio, Texas, on Oct. 25, of injuries sustained in Samarra, Iraq, on
Oct. 17, when an improvised explosive device detonated near his Bradley Fighting
Vehicle.
The incident fatally injured another soldier and was reported on Oct. 25.
Robertson was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 15th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade,
3rd Infantry Division, Fort Benning, Ga.

Army Sergeant From El Paso Dies In
Vehicle Accident
October 15, 2005 Chris Roberts, El Paso Times
A soldier who graduated from Ysleta High School became the ninth El Paso
casualty since the conflict in Iraq began two years ago.
Sgt. Lorenzo Ponce Ruiz, 26, of El Paso, was killed Oct. 12 in a combat zone near
Balad, Iraq, when the Humvee he was in which he was riding turned over after colliding
with a civilian vehicle. There was no hostile action at the time, said Lt. Col. Pamela Hart,
an Army spokeswoman at the Pentagon.
Liz Rodriguez met Ponce Ruiz when he was courting her friend during their years at
Ysleta High. She remembers him as a "sweet guy."
"He was just a real nice person," she said. "He was someone who would help anyone
out if they needed his help."
Rodriguez said she didn't keep in touch with Ponce Ruiz, but knew some people who
were looking forward to hearing about him when the Class of 1995 has its 10-year
reunion next week.

"It is going to be very sad," she said. "Everyone around here seems to be in shock."
Ponce Ruiz graduated from Ysleta High in 1997 and is the son of Carlos and Cruz
Ponce.
Ponce Ruiz was assigned to the 24th Transportation Company, 541st Maintenance
Battalion out of Fort Riley, Kan., and was trained as a heavy vehicle driver. He enlisted
in September 2001 and arrived at Fort Riley in March 2002.
He was on his second deployment to Iraq.
Since the conflict began in March 2003, seven soldiers and two Marines from El
Paso have died. The total number of soldiers, airmen, Marines and sailors from
the El Paso area who have been injured is not known.

Kansas Soldiers Dies On 22nd Birthday
Oct. 21, 2005 Associated Press
The military on Wednesday reported the first death from Alaska's Stryker Brigade.
Army Spc. Lucas A. Frantz, of Kansas was killed Tuesday - his 22nd birthday during a mission in Mosul.

Amarillo Soldier Killed By Explosive
Devices
10/20/2005 Associated Press
A 31-year-old Amarillo soldier has died of injuries suffered in Iraq in a series of
explosions that went off near the vehicle he was in, the Department of Defense said
Thursday.
Army Staff Sgt. Tommy I. Folks Jr. died in Baghdad after being injured Tuesday in
Iskandariyah, Iraq, the department said.
He was assigned to the Army National Guard's 2nd Battalion, 142nd Infantry Regiment,
56th Brigade Combat Team, 36th Infantry Division in Amarillo.
His father, who served 24 years as a Marine, had never ceased worrying about his son
since his deployment in January.
"I hoped it would never happen," Tommy Folks said. "You dread that every day."
His son had been home for a visit recently and had returned to Iraq two weeks ago.

The soldier was an Eagle Scout who spent two years attending the University of North
Texas before enlisting in the Army.
He served on the Iraq-Kuwait border, Germany, South Korea and Afghanistan.
After that he returned home and studied education at West Texas A&M University in
Canyon. He later joined the Texas Army National Guard.
The memories of his son are how most soldiers would want their fathers to remember
them.
"He was an immense man, a good man," Tommy Folks said. "We are so proud of him.
He was a good son in every respect."

Marine Killed:
“Mixed Feelings Toward The End”

Marine Lance Cpl. Daniel Scott R. Bubb of Grottoes, Va., was struck by small-arms fire
in Al Rutbah, Iraq. (Courtesy Robert Johnson)
October 20, 2005 By Leef Smith, Washington Post Staff Writer
It took coaxing from family members yesterday before Julie Bubb would recount her
telephone conversation Monday with her nephew, Marine Lance Cpl. Daniel Scott R.
Bubb.
"I love you and I'm always worried about you," Julie Bubb said she told him, her voice
choked with tears.
"Julie, don't worry. I'm okay," he told her.
About three hours later, he was dead, she said.

Pentagon officials said Daniel Bubb, 19, of Grottoes, Va., was killed when he was hit by
small-arms fire while conducting combat operations against enemy forces in Al Rutbah,
Iraq.
Bubb was assigned to the 1st Light Armored Reconnaissance Battalion, 1st Marine
Division, 1st Marine Expeditionary Force out of Camp Pendleton, Calif. During Operation
Iraqi Freedom, his unit was attached to the 2nd Marine Division, 2nd Marine
Expeditionary Force (Forward).
Family members gathered yesterday at Bubb's grandmother's home in Grottoes, a town
about 15 miles south of Harrisonburg, Va., to meet with Marine officials coordinating the
return of his body from Iraq.
Bubb's mother, Janey Harrah, 40, was picking up her two younger sons at school
Monday when her husband called. Without implying that there was anything wrong, he
asked her to meet him at her mother's home. There she was greeted by her husband
and several Marines dispatched to deliver the terrible news that her son had died.
Harrah said her son was 16 when he started pleading with her to let him enlist in the
military. When he graduated from high school, she relented, accompanying him to the
recruiting station and agreeing not to cry.
"On the day of his (17th) birthday, I signed my boy over to them," Harrah recalled. "I was
distraught."
Harrah said she tried not to worry. She watched the news, but instead of violent
television shows, she watched her son's favorites -- cartoons such as "The Simpsons"
and "South Park" -- anything to "settle me down," she said.
On Monday, there was no escaping it. Sitting in her mother's home, surrounded by
family members, she described her son as a well-rounded boy who impressed his
parents and other adults by participating in track meets, serving as a church acolyte and
stepping up as drum major in his high school marching band.
Although he was not one of his school's best students, he would help others with their
work, his mother said.
Harrah said it was the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, that really molded her son's
future. Sept. 11 "made up his mind," Harrah said. "He really wanted to be there. . . . He
always wanted to be the best, no matter what. He wanted to be the hero. He wanted to
be the one that took care of business over there."
Harrah said her son's resolve wavered somewhat when he returned home after his
first eight months in Iraq.
"He was wishy-washy," Harrah said. "But he wanted closure on the war over
there." He had some "mixed feelings toward the end. But he had to deal with it.
He had to brave up and step up to the plate."
She talked to her son about a week before his death.

"He wouldn't let me ask any questions about him so I wouldn't worry," Harrah
recalled. "He was happy. I told him 'I love you, I love you, I love you,' and he said
it back to me.
"I had him when I was 19, and he died when he was 19," Harrah said, her voice
heavy with sorrow. "He was my best friend."
Bubb would have turned 20 the day after his death.

Md. Marine, A Newlywed, Is Killed:
“He Didn't Seem Too Happy”
“He Didn't Know Why He Was There”
October 21, 2005 By Allan Lengel, Washington Post Staff Writer
In August, Lance Cpl. Norman W. Anderson III got married in Baltimore County. Days
later, the 21-year-old Marine was off to Iraq. His honeymoon would wait.
"He didn't seem too happy; he didn't know why he was there," said Dillon Sullivan,
a close childhood friend who attended Anderson's wedding. "But he figured
people get through it. They get over there, then they're done and they come back
and start their life."
Anderson, of Parkton, Md., was killed Wednesday by a suicide bomber in a vehicle while
he was on patrol in Karabilah, the Defense Department said. His unit, the 3rd Battalion,
6th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, 2nd Marine Expeditionary Force, was out to
prevent insurgents from crossing into Iraq.
Anderson played running back for the Hereford High School football team.
"He was really a dedicated player," said Ed Darney, a teammate who now plays football
at the University of Richmond. "On the field, we always joked around. He always had a
smile. He never seemed to be in a bad mood."
After graduating in 2002, Anderson enlisted in the Marines. He was based at Camp
Lejeune in North Carolina and did a tour in Afghanistan.
This summer he returned home to marry a high school classmate at a church wedding in
Hunt Valley, outside of Baltimore.
Not long after the reception, Anderson went to Iraq.
Underneath the joy, Anderson harbored doubt about his mission overseas,
Sullivan said.
"He didn't totally understand why he was over there," Sullivan said.

Last night, Sullivan said he was grieving and angry. He said the war never
seemed real -- "until yesterday."

Notes From A Lost Imperial War:

The Snipe Hunt
October 26, 2005 By Gordon Trowbridge, Army Times staff writer
SADAH, Iraq — It was, Cpl. Jereme Roodhouse agreed, just like a snipe hunt. As a
church camp counselor in his younger days back home in Michigan, Roodhouse had led
campers on nighttime hunts for the mythical animal. The joke, of course, was that there
is no such thing as a snipe.
After seven hours of walking the streets of this Euphrates River town and
following up one fruitless intelligence tip after another, cold, hard facts on the
insurgents Roodhouse knew were operating in Sadah seemed snipe-like in their
scarcity.
“Nobody here knows anything,” said Roodhouse, 23, of Holland, Mich. “These
people are too scared to help us.” [Maybe. But, hard as it is to imagine, maybe
they just don’t like their country overrun and occupied by a bunch of fucking
armed foreigners imposing a military dictatorship and ripping off their oil for
George W. Bush.
[Texas still has some oil. Let’s send 138,000 Iraqi troops to occupy Texas and
grab the oil there for some foreign politician. Then we’ll see if Texas are “too
scared” to help the Iraqis. Deal?]
Some tips lead to progress, such as the news that a white Chevrolet Caprice with a
missing back tire was being prepared as a car bomb.
A patrol led by 1st Platoon’s commander, 2nd Lt. Brian Fischesser, found the Caprice
just where intelligence had predicted. A thermite grenade placed by an explosive
ordnance disposal robot in the car’s back seat didn’t set off any explosions, but a search
of the house found a small cache of AK-47 rifles and collection of wires and batteries —
ingredients for roadside bombs — stuffed inside a television, and an ammunition
magazine for a Dragunov sniper rifle.
“These guys,” Fischesser said, “have to be dirty.”
Other tips are less productive. Two days after the Caprice discovery, 1st Platoon
was in a hurry, setting up a night raid not far from Iwo Jima. Another intelligence
source had indicated a weapons cache was buried outside a walled compound
containing several houses.
The intelligence was so specific that the Marines walked straight to the spots in
question. But after a half-hour huddled around the spots, taking turns with

shovels and any other tool they could find, a half-dozen officers and senior
noncommissioned officers found themselves shaking their heads, staring into two
empty holes.
For one night, at least, no snipes to be found. [Right. But it keep them busy.
Neat tactic. By the resistance, of course.]

TROOP NEWS

“I Don't Know What The Mission
Is”
“I Haven't Known For A Long
Time”
“I'm Tired Of Putting Kids In
Body Bags”
28 October 2005 By Celeste Zappala and Anne Roesler, Truthout Perspective [Excerpts]
The number of US soldiers killed in the Iraq War is passing the 2,000 mark.
We belong to military families who understand the true costs of this war.
Celeste's son, Sgt. Sherwood Baker, was killed on April 26, 2004, while protecting
the Iraq Survey Group as they looked for the weapons of mass destruction - long
after everyone knew there were none.
Since his death, 1,280 more Americans have died in Iraq, along with countless Iraqis.
Many more have been wounded in both body and soul. The justifications given for this
war have been exposed as lies. But the litany of excuses is still repeated by the
President: 9/11, links to al Qaeda, weapons of mass destruction. Somehow, the
President's response to the daily death toll of Americans and Iraqis is to stay the course,
while more and more Americans ask daily, Why?
For Anne, the war is an ongoing threat.
Anne's son, a Staff Sergeant in the Army's 82nd Airborne Division, has spent more
than 550 days in Iraq since the invasion and is currently serving his third tour of
duty there. Prior to his recent deployment, he said, "I don't know what the
mission is; I haven't known for a long time."

By the spring of 2003, he knew that there were no weapons of mass destruction.
While he was angry that he'd been sent to a war based on lies, he hoped that he'd be
part of something positive in rebuilding the country. He was in awe of being in Iraq, in the
cradle of civilization, where even the dirt smells different.
But things rapidly spiraled downward: "We've opened up a hornet's nest, and
there's no putting them back." As the months passed, and he saw the futility of
American troops being in Iraq, he couldn't wait to return home.
"I'm tired of putting kids in body bags," he said.
Unfortunately, he was redeployed after only 7 months back in the US.
Upon returning to Iraq he described the increasing chaos and not knowing who
the enemy was. He returned from this tour a very different person than he'd been
before. The war and the atrocities he'd witnessed took a heavy toll.
It was only months before he was redeployed for the third time.
Before he left, he said, "If I come home this time, it will take me years to get over
it."
It will indeed take this country and Iraq decades to recover from this war. President
Bush says we must fight our enemies abroad in order to prevent them from harming US
citizens at home, but who is the enemy, really?
We are creating enemies in Iraq daily as we occupy the country and as Iraqis continue to
die. Having our troops remain in Iraq is the equivalent of pouring fuel on a fire.
It is too late for the 2,000 families. They are forever tied by grief to the disaster that
is the Iraq War.
Saving the lives of those who are still serving or about to be sent to Iraq is the
urgent mission of all military families who ask: how many more of America's sons
and daughters should we sacrifice for a war based on lies?
How many more should we allow to return home maimed and broken?
How many more families will hear the worst news of their lives, before America
says no, we will no longer quietly comply.
Anne's son wonders, Do the American people even care about us? Military Families
Speak Out members do care, and that is why they speak out in support of the troops, the
truth, and our responsibility as a nation to end this reckless war.
The Administration says we can't get out yet. When will it be time?

Master Sgt. Stephen Walter at attention as Marines line up to carry Cpl. Andre Williams,
who was killed in Iraq, Aug. 6, 2005 in Columbus, Ohio. Williams was a member of Lima
Company 3rd Battalion based in Columbus. (AP Photo/Kiichiro Sato)

U.S. Troop Level In Iraq Sets New
Record:
161,000
October 28, 2005 Los Angeles Times
The U.S. has increased military forces in Iraq to 161,000 troops, the highest total
of the war, and the Pentagon said it expects a similar number to be in place for the
December elections.

Decorated British Combat Vet
Refuses To Return To Illegal War
[Thanks to Ewa J, who sent this in.]
It is understood that senior officers, concerned about the effect of Iraq on military
morale, would not relish the prospect of Lt Kendall-Smith going to jail, thus
becoming a martyr and another focus of opposition over Iraq.
October 28, 2005 Audrey Gillan, The Guardian

An RAF doctor who refused to serve in Iraq because he believed the decision to
go to war was "manifestly illegal" stood by his actions at a court martial
yesterday.
Flight Lieutenant Malcolm Kendall-Smith, 37, a medical officer based at Kinloss, faces
four charges of disobeying a lawful command under the Air Force Act and could become
the first member of the armed forces to be jailed for his refusal to serve in Iraq. His
lawyer, Justin Hugheston-Roberts, said after the hearing that his client did "not enter into
this lightly".
He added: "He maintains his stance and he will maintain his plea of not guilty, on
the basis that the war in Iraq was manifestly illegal. It is a legal test to seek out a
ruling on the jurisprudence of the issue: was the war legal or not?"
Lt Kendall-Smith has been decorated for his role in Afghanistan and two previous
tours in Iraq. But he refused to return to active service in Iraq after studying the
legal advice of Lord Goldsmith, the attorney general, and concluded that it was
wrong.
Lt Kendall-Smith has said previously that he is not a conscientious objector, and
Mr Hugheston-Roberts has pointed out that his client would not necessarily
refuse to serve in another conflict.
Issues such as the legality of the Iraq war would arise at the hearing in March. A central
plank of the case is said to be that under RAF law an officer is justified in refusing
commands if illegal.
It is understood that senior officers, concerned about the effect of Iraq on military
morale, would not relish the prospect of Lt Kendall-Smith going to jail, thus
becoming a martyr and another focus of opposition over Iraq.

South Korea Plans To Cut Troops In
Iraq
Oct. 28, 2005 News World Communications, Inc
South Korea plans to cut its troops in Iraq by 1,000 soldiers early next year, a
senior government official said Friday.
The official said Seoul would consider a further reduction of its 3,250 troops in the
second half of next year after reviewing the security situation, the Korea Times
reported. The official was speaking on condition of anonymity, the newspaper said.
South Korea has the third largest contingent in Iraq after the United States.

“When Recruiters Lie, Students Die”
October 28, 2005 Socialist Worker
In Austin, Texas, 30 people from the Campus Antiwar Movement to End the Occupation
organized a protest against military recruiters on October 19 at the University of Texas
Career Expo. The group surrounded the Army recruiters, and hoisted signs reading,
“When recruiters lie, students die,” and “Recruiters off our campus.”
Protestors chanted military-style cadences, including: “When they send you off to
war, they don’t tell you what’s in store. Killing civilians is a crime, from Iraq to
Palestine.” The group was very successful in keeping people away from the
recruiters.

Cadets Against The War

Soldier for a different cause: Monique Dols. photo: Kate Englund
"Three 16-year-old (ROTC) cadets walked by in full military uniform. We started
talking to them, and it turned out they were completely against the war.
October 28th, 2005 by Anya Kamenetz, Village Voice. [Excerpt]
One Saturday this summer, Monique Dols, a Columbia University senior and a
national leader of the Campus Antiwar Network (CAN), saw again why she has
been working so hard to reach potential military recruits. "We were handing out
flyers for an event with the brother of a military resister," Dols says of that day in
Washington Heights.
"Three 16-year-old (ROTC) cadets walked by in full military uniform. We started
talking to them, and it turned out they were completely against the war.
They had joined because it was an after-school program that provided structure and
something for them to do. The priorities of a society that puts millions into military

recruitment and continually cuts funding for after-school programs, that's backward, and
that's the reality people are responding to."
Josh Karpoff, an engineering student at the Rochester Institute of Technology and a
national organizer for the Campus Antiwar Network, felt the new energy on September
24, when he joined in the Iraq war protest in Washington, D.C.
"Our College Not Combat contingent had 3,000 people marching in it, from
chapters all over the East Coast. This was one of the biggest things that the
Campus Antiwar Network had ever organized." Karpoff adds that anti-war sentiment
is burgeoning even on his relatively conservative campus, where defense contractor
Lockheed Martin is a major presence.
When the marines recently showed up to tout an officer candidate program,
student activists swarmed their table with counter-recruitment literature. The
recruiters packed up and left within 45 minutes.
Small victories like those are fueling this movement. But activists also have their eyes
on the prize: a recruiting drought so bad that it forces the administration to close the door
on the war.
"Why are the recruitment numbers so bad this year, as opposed to 2002–2003?" "It's a
combination of the fact that the war is unpopular and that you have a real movement
giving people information about other opportunities available."

Rumsfeld Owns Bird Flu Medicine Stock;
Won’t Sell It
October 28, 2005 New York Times
Secretary Rumsfeld has recused himself from government decisions concerning
medications to prevent or treat avian flu, rather than sell his stock holdings of a
company that patented the antiviral agent Tamiflu.

IRAQ RESISTANCE ROUNDUP

“There Is No Need To Hold
Elections”

“We Tried Elections Before And
Got Nothing”
October 24, 2005 By John Ward Anderson and Bassam Sebti, The Washington Post &
October 18, 2005 By Dexter Filkins and Robert F. Worth, The New York Times
BAGHDAD -- Thaer Abbas Shammari smiled contentedly and leaned on a table
crammed with merchandise outside his Baghdad convenience store on constitution
referendum day last weekend, bantering with neighbors, customers and passersby. But
when the talk turned to voting, he stood bolt upright.
"Look!" he bellowed, lifting his shirt and one pant leg to display neck, stomach
and ankle scars that he said were inflicted during 14 years as a political prisoner
under Saddam Hussein. When he pointed to a picture of his brother taped to the
front door -- a "hero and martyr" executed by the former government for
supposedly belonging to an outlawed political party -- it seemed natural to
assume that Shammari would march to the polling center 100 yards away and cast
his ballot.
Not so.
"I did not vote or encourage anyone to vote because the government has given us
nothing," the 47-year-old shop owner said, grimacing and waving his arms in
disgust. "Where are the results?"
Mahmood Othaman, a Kurdish member of the National Assembly, said "The
people who were observing were the same as the candidates. The U.N. sits in
Amman and says it's all good, it's free and fair, because they don't want to come
here."
"The government is asleep -- there is a big administrative corruption everywhere in its
institutions," said Sattar Ibrahim Ali, 45, a Baghdad dentist who was spending hours
waiting in a gasoline line Friday morning.
"The Americans say they brought democracy -- yes, we have democracy, but on
paper," he said. "There is no development, improvement, peace or construction
because of this democracy."
"We have done our part -- we did everything the government asked us to do -- but
it seems the government only asks, it never gives, and that's why people are
frustrated," said Sameer Nouri Faisal, 45, a lawyer from Mosul. "We always pay,
but we never get what we pay for."
"There is no need to hold elections in Iraq -- we tried elections before and got
nothing," said Rauof Abdullah Ouji, 35, a doctor from Kirkuk. "People lost hope in
their government and political powers and the Americans."

"If I'm able to get fuel . . . it's more useful for us than this theater called the Saddam
trial," said Salim Hussein, a taxi driver waiting in a long line for gasoline in Dujail, the
scene of a 1982 assassination attempt against Hussein that was followed by 143
executions. Hussein is being tried in those killings.
"The Americans and the Iraqi government are trying to divert people's attention,
first with the constitution and second with this fake trial," said Mohammed Yousif,
31, the owner of a downtown Baghdad parking garage. "Explosions increased,
enemies of Iraq increased, and the current situation is terrible. I wish we still lived
under Saddam."

IF YOU DON’T LIKE THE RESISTANCE
END THE OCCUPATION

FORWARD OBSERVATIONS

An IED-Free Road
26 October 2005 By Scott Ritter, The Nation [Excerpt]
Mr. Hersh: How do you get them out, how quickly?
Mr. Ritter: The quicker the better. I mean, I'd leave it up to military professionals
to determine how you reduce perimeters. There are some areas of the country
where you can just literally up and run.
But I guarantee you this, if we went to the insurgents-and I do believe that we're
having some sort of interaction with the insurgents today-and said we're getting
out of here, all attacks would stop. They'd do everything they can to make sure
that the road out of Iraq was as IED-free as possible.

It’s Not A “Mistake”
It’s Treason
Invading Iraq was no mistake. It was bloody treason. And the traitors still rule us
instead of breaking rocks at Leavenworth.
Oct 26, 2005 by Meteor Blades Via Veterans For Peace Discussion, [Excerpt]
Someone said it again today. Invading Iraq was a mistake. Every time it gets said,
I grind another layer of enamel off my teeth. Nancy Pelosi says it. John Kerry

says it. Mikhail Gorbachev says it. Spain's Prime Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez
Zapatero says it. Even the occasional Republican says it. And recent polls
indicate 55% to 59% of Americans think it.
Every one of them is wrong. Invading Iraq was no mistake. It was bloody treason.
And the traitors still rule us instead of breaking rocks at Leavenworth.
They knowingly, willingly, unhesitatingly pronounced what they knew to be lies and
marginalized, denigrated and smeared contrary-minded people, manipulated real
evidence, concocted fake evidence, tricked an American population traumatized, fearful
and furious about terrorism and sent young men and women off to a war at the tip of a
bayonet named "9/11."
A mistake is when you hammer your thumb instead of the nail. A mistake is when
you choose c) instead of d) on the SAT. A mistake is when you put too much
garlic in the minestrone.
Invading Iraq was no damned mistake. And calling it a mistake is more than a
mere slip of the tongue. It sets a precedent. Pretty soon, everybody will be
saying invading Iraq was a mistake. And in 20 years, your grandkids will be
studying out of textbooks that call it a mistake.
Instead of calling it what it really was. Sedition.
Over and over again for three years we've had our faces rubbed in the evidence.
Yet, every day, someone calls this perfidious, murderous scheme a mistake. As if
invading Iraq were a foreign policy mishap. Oopsy.
Stop it already. People do not commit treachery by mistake.
As we full well know, even before George W. Bush was scooted into office 5-to-4, the
men he came to front for were already at work plotting their rationale for sinking deeper
military and economic roots in the Middle East, petropolitics and neo-imperialist
sophistry greedily intertwined.
When they stepped into office, as Richard Clarke explained to us , terrorism gave them
no worries. They blew off Clarke and they blew off Hart-Rudman with scarcely a farethee-well.
Then, when they weren't figuring out how to lower taxes on their pals and unravel the
tattered social safety net, they focused - as Paul O'Neill informed us - on finding the right
excuse to persuade the American people to go to war with Saddam Hussein as a
prelude to going to war with some of his neighbors. In less than nine months, that
excuse dropped into their laps in the form of Osama bin Laden's kamikaze crews.
From that terrible day forward, Richard Cheney and his sidekick Donald Rumsfeld and
their like-minded coterie of rogues engineered the invasion.
They didn't slip the U.S. into Iraq by mistake. Like the shrewd opportunists they
have shown themselves to be in the business world, they saw the chance to carry

out their invasion plan and they moved every obstacle - most especially the truth out of their way to make it happen.
When they couldn't get the CIA to give them the intelligence that would justify their
moves they exerted pressure for a change of minds. They exaggerated, reinterpreted
and rejiggered intelligence assessments. For icing they concocted their own.
Larry Wilkerson merely confirms what O'Neill and Clarke previously had told us:
The traitors didn't mistakenly stumble their way into invasion pushed along by
world events; they created a cabal of renegades specifically to carry out the
Project for a New American Century's plans for hegemony, first stop - Baghdad.
They didn't carefully weigh options and evaluate the pros and cons and make error in
judgment, the kind of wrong choice that could happen to anyone. They studiously
ignored everyone who warned them against taking the action they had decided upon
years before the World Trade Centers were turned to ashes and dust.
The traitors ignored Brent Scowcroft when he wrote in August 2002, "Don't Attack
Saddam". They ignored the Army War College when it warned of the perils of
invasion and occupation in a February 2003 report, "Reconstructing Iraq: Insights,
Challenges, And Missions For Military Forces In A Post-Conflict Scenario".
When their propaganda failed to measure up as a justification for expending American
lives and treasure, they fabricated evidence. Aluminum tubes that experts said could in
no way be used to help make nuclear weapons were turned into prima facie evidence of
Saddam's intent to do so.
Documents that intelligence veterans said from the get-go were forged remained the
basis for the traitors' claims. With the straightest face he'd mustered since taking the
oath of office, Dubyanocchio declared: "Facing clear evidence of peril, we cannot wait for
the final proof, the smoking gun that could come in the form of a mushroom cloud."
Senators and Congressmen were lied into granting the President authority to take
military action to protect the United States from a threat that the traitors knew didn't exist.
When the weapons inspectors under Hans Blix couldn't find anything, but asked for more
time to look, they brushed him off and began pounding Baghdad and other Iraqi targets
with a display of raw power they labeled, like ad writers for some ultimate cologne,
"Shock and Awe."
Every smidgen of this betrayal of the American people was purposely calculated,
even if poorly planned and frequently incompetently handled.
Just as invading Iraq was no mistake, the pretense that Bush hadn't made up his mind
months before the invasion was no mistake. It was a calculated ploy to suggest falsely
that the President and the ideological crocodiles in the White House gave two snaps
about cooperating with the international community other than as a means to
camouflage their unalterable determination to stomp Iraq, plundering it under the guise
of righteous magnanimity.

Just as the war was no mistake, torturing prisoners was no mistake. It was a
deliberate, premeditated policy of international outlawry and inhumanity guided by legal
arguments requested and approved by the man who soon got his reward, appointment
as attorney general, and carried out on the direct orders of men like General Geoffrey
Miller at the "suggestion" of Don Rumsfeld and under the command George Walker
Bush.
It was no mistake that the vice president's company collected billions in no-bid
contracts and that the White House attempted to cover up massive over-charges
by that company.
Just as planning for invasion, the concoction of evidence, the ignoring of counter-advice,
and the lying to Congress, to the United Nations and to the American people were not
mistakes, the outing of Valerie Plame Wilson was no slip of the tongue, but a conscious,
purposeful and deliberate act. Nor did the traitors mistakenly smear Ambassador Joe
Wilson - a smear which continues today. It was the intentional plot of men fearful of
having their treacherous lies exposed.
Mistakes were definitely made. Three years ago, too many elected Democrats and too
many other Americans believed the president and vice president of the United States to
be honorable men. To be patriots. To have the best interests of Americans at heart.
They believed them and they believed a megamedia that operated like governmentowned megaphones instead of independent watch dogs. Those were gigantic mistakes.
I haven't told you a single thing you haven't heard dozens of times previously.
And yet, every day, people who I am positive are as well or better acquainted than
I with the facts I've outlined here say or write: "Invading Iraq was a mistake."
Nooooooooooo!
Our leaders betrayed us and aided our enemies.
They worked overtime to silence dissident voices.
Stop calling what they did a mistake.

What do you think? Comments from service men and women,
and veterans, are especially welcome. Send to
contact@militaryproject.org. Name, I.D., withheld on request.
Replies confidential.

OCCUPATION REPORT

Welcome To Liberated,
Sovereign Iraq!
Iraqis Forced To Give Up Homes
To Foreign Occupation Troops
[Thanks to Phil G, who sent this in.]
"They broke into my house before Ramadan and they are still there," he told The
Associated Press by telephone from his brother's home in Baghdad. "We were
not able to tolerate seeing them damage our house in front of our very eyes.... I
was afraid to ask them to leave."
"They were eating our food. They took all the food from the refrigerator, and used
all our stored junk food too. The major gave me $20 so we could shop for
ourselves and for them. It was not enough."
Oct 27 By ANTONIO CASTANEDA, Associated Press Writer
The Marines call it a necessary evil - taking over houses and buildings for military use.
For the Iraqis who become unwilling hosts, it can be anything from a mild inconvenience
to a disruption that tears apart lives.
In a recent offensive in Haditha, the headmaster of one school where Marines were
based pressed them for a departure date so he could resume classes.
At another school, Marines fortified the building with blast walls and sandbags for
long-term use.
A trembling woman wept when Marines tried to requisition her home to set up an
observation post with a view of a nearby road where a bomb had been planted. The
Marines quickly left, using her neighbor's rooftop instead.
"We try to be respectful and not destroy anything in their homes," said Cpl. Joseph
Dudley of Los Gatos, Calif., with the 3rd Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment. "We just
borrow their house and try to complete our missions." [Los Gatos? Dudley? OK, we
got some folks coming over from Iraq to borrow your fucking house. They’ll try to
be respectful and not destroy anything. How do you like that?]
Requisitioning homes or other buildings has been widespread in Iraq for U.S.
troops on missions who stay far away from bases, sometimes for several days or
weeks.
Some homeowners politely treat the Marines as welcome guests. During an offensive in
May, one man whose home was being used served rounds of tea to the Marines while
his wife remained discreetly out of sight. He let the tired troops catch naps on his living

room couch and floor, then waved goodbye to them from his front doorsteps when they
left to search more houses. [Makes a nice story. Was the reporter there? Five
months ago? Or is it the scene in the photo below?]
But the Marines also run the risk of alienating residents.
Dhiya Hamid al-Karbuli, a truck driver from a village near the Syrian border, said
he fled with his wife, six children, his brother, sister and mother after U.S. troops
commandeered their home last month.
"They broke into my house before Ramadan and they are still there," he told The
Associated Press by telephone from his brother's home in Baghdad. "We were
not able to tolerate seeing them damage our house in front of our very eyes.... I
was afraid to ask them to leave."
"They were eating our food. They took all the food from the refrigerator, and used
all our stored junk food too. The major gave me $20 so we could shop for
ourselves and for them. It was not enough."
Sometimes the Iraqis are allowed to stay in one room in their home; other times
they have to move in with relatives or neighbors until the forces leave.
"You see that place up there," one Marine said to his platoon leader during a recent
offensive in Haditha, pointing to a two-story hilltop house with columns.
"Yeah, that looks good. I've been looking at that," replied his captain, before trudging up
the hill to explain to the owners that the platoon would be camping inside for several
hours. [Or several days, or a few weeks, according to the beginning of this report.]
In a school courtyard, a handful of Marines sang gospel hymns in unison as they filled
sand bags. In another building, Marines rested on dusty tile floors, their heads leaning
against the walls. Some read paperbacks while others flipped through magazines with
unclad women splashed on the covers. Johnny Cash's rendition of "Sunday Morning
Coming Down" resonated from small speakers a Marine had brought along.
Most U.S. troops in Iraq live in air-conditioned, relatively comfortable bases with such
luxuries as Internet access and widescreen televisions. But others have to rough it,
particularly when patrolling western Iraq, a turbulent area the size of West Virginia where
few bases are within city centers.
Running water and electricity are prized but unreliable amenities in these temporary
homes. A shower is usually a bottle of water dumped over someone's head and baby
wipes to scrub off layers of dirt. Crude toilets are fashioned from wooden pallets and
benches.
"That will go down as one of the more unpleasant memories of my life," said one Marine
leaving a latrine with walls of camouflage netting. [Probably not too thrilling for the
people who get tossed out in the street, either. But what the fuck. It’s just their
country.]

Marines often are packed into small rooms, sleeping in rows with their weapons and
backpacks brimming with gear alongside them and eating an endless series of
prepackaged meals. A Marine suffering with a cough can keep his entire unit awake
through the night.
Some Marines seem to relish the difficult conditions, boasting that they are better than
other harsh deployments in Somalia or Afghanistan. For others, the rough
accommodations evoke fond memories of childhood camping expeditions.
For the Iraqis, the intrusion can be disruptive, especially when troops conduct nighttime
drills with loud but harmless explosions and armored vehicles pass through at all hours
of the day. [Having been forced to get out of their homes, they probably notice it
more, right?]
Many Iraqis also fear the makeshift barracks in their neighborhoods will attract insurgent
attacks, possibly putting them in the crossfire. Checkpoints can also make it difficult to
travel to local markets.
Some Marines buy the Iraqi families sodas, or purchase snacks and other goods for their
fellow troops from local merchants, injecting a little money into poor neighborhoods.
[We’ll be sure to do that in Los Gatos.]
Lounging in new quarters, the troops reminisce about other places they've used, from
air-conditioned luxury to bare shelters.
Talk of the "pink hotel," a home in the city of Hit, brought smiles to the faces of some
Marines who recalled the soothing flow of the Euphrates River outside. [For reality in
Hit, see photo below.]
Then Capt. Timothy Strabbing of Hudsonville, Mich., also of the 3rd Battalion, reminded
them of the house near Fallujah where they had set up a checkpoint. "All it had were dirt
floors. It was the nastiest place," he said.

OCCUPATION ISN’T LIBERATION
BRING ALL THE TROOPS HOME NOW!

U.S. OCCUPATION RECRUITING DRIVE
IN HIGH GEAR;
RECRUITING FOR THE ARMED
RESISTANCE THAT IS.

U.S. Marines sleep in a house in Hit, 200 kilometers (125 miles) west of Baghdad,
Iraq, June 28, 2005. The Marines call it a necessary evil, taking over houses and
buildings for military use. (AP Photo/Jacob Silberberg)
[Fair is fair. Let’s bring 150,000 Iraqis over here to the USA. They can kill people
at checkpoints, or just bust into their houses with force and violence, throw them
out into the street while rummaging through their most personal belongings, get
into their beds with dirty boots on, overthrow their government, put a new one in
office they like better and call it “sovereign,” and “detain” anybody who doesn’t
like it in some prison without any changes being filed against them, or any trial.]
[Those Iraqis are sure a bunch of backward primitives. They resent this help, and
consider it their patriotic duty to fight and kill the soldiers sent to trash their
houses and occupy their country. What a bunch of silly people. How fortunate
they are to live under a military dictatorship run by George Bush. Why, how could
anybody not love that?]

Received:

Iraqi Oil Union Activists Denied Entry To
Germany
Solidarity Action Requested:
October 27, 2005 Ewa Jasiewicz
Subject: Urgent Action - Iraqi Oil Union activists denied entry to Germany
***PLEASE FORWARD WIDELY***

From the Initiative Group Dialogue with Iraqi Trade Unionists, Germany:
Please help us in our protest against the denial of a visa for 2 Iraqi trade unionists
- Mrs Bushra A Abbood and Taha A Ibraheem Breshdi - from the General Union of
Oil Employees, Basra. Both were due to tour Germany for three weeks from
October 20th. Bushra's participation would have marked the first overseas visit by
a female Iraqi oil trade union activist.
We had been assured for several weeks before that there should be no problems
with the visa applications yet they were rejected Tuesday October 18th. The
German foreign office is still refusing to tell us why the visas were denied, saying
that 'Under German law and in line with established international practice, no
reasons for such denial need be given'.
Lawyers acting on behalf of the Initiative Group have issued an interim charge against
the German Foreign Office to challenge the Visa denial.
The tour, titled "the other Iraqi resistance," had the support of 100 trade unions, peace
organisations, ATTAC groups etc. and several MPs in Germany alone. It was due to
visit 20-25 cities, and was an attempt to show the non-violent Iraqi resistance to the
occupation and privatisation of Iraq.
We are calling on everyone to fax letters of complaint and petitions to the German
foreign office (00 49 30 5000 3402). Petitions (German only, I'm afraid) are available at
http://www.labournet.de/internationales/iq/uliste.pdf.
Also, if you know prominent people who can speak out against the refusal, please send
their details to Hans-Peter Richter from the German peace council: A-HPR@t-online.de
If you don't have a fax, but want to join the action, you can mail the foreign office at
poststelle@auswaertiges-amt.de.
Thanks for your support
Phill Butland, (ATTAC working group, "globalisation and war" and co-organiser of
the tour)

MORE:
From Naftana, UK Support Committee for the GUOE
It's important that people mobilise around this unprecedented visa denial which
has effectively silenced the GUOE.
The GUOE is committed to fighting against the privatisation of Iraq's oil industry.
The workers which occupy that economic space and are responsible for keeping
that industry alive, are best placed to prevent its' sell-off.
The Union has also consistently called for an IMMEDIATE withdrawal of all
occupation forces from Iraq and is still struggling against former regime
managers and authorities within their workplaces and the Ministry of Oil.

Please support the GUOE and the German anti-war movement in faxing/emailing
local German embassies. Please demand that Bushra and Taha be granted
access to the country and the thousands of anti-war activists, trade unionists and
social justice campaigners waiting there for them.
Please click here to find your local German Embassy
http://www.worldwide-tax.com/germany/gerembassyout.asp
For further details please contact
Ewa Jasiewicz
Naftana - UK Support Committee for the GUOE
0044 7749 421 576
freelance@mailworks.org
Learn more about the Union at www.basraoilunion.org
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“I'm Amazed That We Have Not Yet Marched
On The White House And The Congress With
Torches And Pitchforks”
From: JL
To: GI Special
Sent: October 28, 2005
Subject: Bush Traitors Disrespect The Dead At Arlington: Gold Star Families Forbidden
To Show Sons' Photos
Dear GI Special,
“There was a man there who had several signs, among them one which said: "Saddam
loves Cindy."
“I told this man that he didn't bother me, and he told me I don't bother him either. Well, if
I don't bother him, why did he come down and make signs and march for hours
screaming that I kill our soldiers? We found out why.
“He was making 60 dollars an hour to do so from some non-profit, right wing group. He
said he would switch signs if we gave him more money.”
"...he would switch signs if we gave him more money..." The guy is probably a
DLC Democrat!
I hope that everyone has noticed that in addition to sending your sons and
daughters, husbands and wives to murder and be murdered in Iraq instead of

going themselves, that these people hire others to ridicule and slime us when our
sons and daughters, husbands and wives return home in body bags, their
precious lives blown out of them.
I'm amazed that we have not yet marched on the White House and the Congress
with torches and pitchforks and driven these Frankenstein monsters out of power,
and out of our country while we're at it!
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