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GI SPECIAL 3D10: 
 
 

“Some Came Home And Some Didn’t” 

 
U.S. Air Force personnel inventory wounded American soldiers lying in a bus before 
loading them onto a cargo plane in Balad Nov. 9, 2005. The soldiers will fly with other 
wounded to Germany for further treatment. (AP Photo/Jacob Silberberg) 
 
 

“They Did Their Job And 
Some Came Home And 

Some Didn’t” 
“Soldiers Are Getting Killed 

With No Cause” 

mailto:thomasfbarton@earthlink.net


“The Many Soldiers I Talked To 
Said We Shouldn’t Be There” 

 
From: D, Wounded Iraq Soldier’s Mom 
To: GI Special 
Sent: November 07, 2005  
Subject: Re: GI Special 3D7: Torment Of the Innocent 
 
The 278th just back from Iraq - the many soldiers I talked to said we shouldn't be 
there: the work they do gets destroyed and soldiers are getting killed with no 
cause.   
 
They did their job and some came home and some didn't.   
 
Some came home wounded to fight another battle with the VA and government.   
 
I went to GA to visit my son and he got his VA claim in the mail.  He got 60% and 
that is not with the loss of hearing.  He wears 2 hearing aids because he has lost 
57% of his hearing and they didn't list all the damages to his body as a disability 
when the medical reports are very clear to the damage of his body 
 
Not only do the soldiers in good shape go and fight in Iraq for a all the wrong 
reasons, but they have to come home wounded and fight the government for 
disability claims and be placed on a waiting list for back surgery because Walter 
Reed is closing down.   
 
Well, we are here to stay and fight too.  There are many people being aware of 
this, and we are going to fight it all the way. 
  
If they would take care of the soldiers the programs that help the soldiers wouldn't be so 
low on money and pass the soldier from one program to the other, hoping the other will 
help.   
 
I thank everyone that has helped him in anyway.   
 
But this is a start and we are here to be heard and will not go away either.  Keep up 
you good work.  
 
Voices are being heard very loudly in a lot of states with Senators being emailed 
and called. 
 
I emailed Washington they told me to get in line after the Katrina victim. 
 
Well the war happened before Katrina and the chain of command was screwed up 
there, so soldiers have to wait behind them. 
 



I know they need help also but hey someone is not doing their job in the higher 
chain of command if our soldiers have to wait in line!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
 
This is an outrage and we will be heard very loudly very soon.   
 
Life goes on changes us in many ways. 
 
I just wanted to update.  I hope you’re well. 
 
[Reading what you write, very well indeed.  You feel and write the heartbeat of our 
soldiers as well as conveying information the country needs to know, and the 
press is too blind and/or stupid to report.  You words are a golden light to guide 
us out of the blizzard of bullshit that comes out of Washington and the news 
networks.  You have truly earned the thanks of a grateful nation, as has your son, 
by his service.  Respect to you.  T] 
 
 

Happy 230th Birthday Marines, 
Semper Fi 

 

 
 
From: ArchAngel1BL@aol.com 
To: GI Special 
Sent: November 09, 2005 8:49 PM 
 
ArchAngel1BL would just like to post to all my fellow Marines out there. 
 
Happy 230th Birthday Marines, Semper Fi. 
 
I would also like to say hello to my fellow Marines whom I've worked with while 
stationed at K-Bay, HI., CSSG-3, Motor T. Co. from 1995 to 1998. 
 
Below is a poem/prayer that to me says it all.  
 



Please, as you read it, think of those who are in harms way and pray for their safe 
return. 
 
God Bless you all, 
Stay safe, 
and come home to your family  
and friends soon 
Cpl. Chucky (Kline), USMC 
no longer in service 
  

GRUNT'S PRAYER 
 

Now I lay me down to sleep 
My rifle is handy, my hole is deep 

If bullets fly before I wake 
Please let me give instead of take 

 
Don't let it rain on me tonight 
And keep us from a firefight 

Keep frags and tracers from my skin 
Lord, let me see the sun again 

 
And in the morning when we move 

Make all the hump a downhill groove 
And if the "Enemy" should happen by 

Make sure his fire is all aimed high 
 

Yes, now I lay me down to sleep 
In battle the crud is way too deep 

Let "our leaders" remember we're just men 
We cannot die and rise again. 

 
NEED SOME TRUTH?  CHECK OUT TRAVELING SOLDIER 

Telling the truth - about the occupation or the criminals running the government in 
Washington - is the first reason for Traveling Soldier.  But we want to do more 
than tell the truth; we want to report on the resistance - whether it's in the streets 
of Baghdad, New York, or inside the armed forces.  Our goal is for Traveling 
Soldier to become the thread that ties working-class people inside the armed 
services together. We want this newsletter to be a weapon to help you organize 
resistance within the armed forces.  If you like what you've read, we hope that 
you'll join with us in building a network of active duty organizers.  
http://www.traveling-soldier.org/  And join with Iraq War vets in the call to end the 
occupation and bring our troops home now! (www.ivaw.net) 

 
 

IRAQ WAR REPORTS 
 
 

http://www.traveling-soldier.org/
http://www.ivaw.net/


II MEF MARINE DIES FROM IED ATTACK 
NEAR RUTBAH 

 
November 9, 2005 Associated Press 
 
BAGHDAD — A Marine has died of injuries received when a roadside bomb 
exploded near his vehicle in Iraq, the U.S. military said Wednesday. 
 
The Marine, whose name was not released, was assigned to Regimental Combat Team 
2 of the 2nd Marine Division, which is based in Anbar province, west of Baghdad. 
 
The bombing occurred Monday near the western Iraqi town of Rutbah and the 
Marine died the following day, the U.S. statement said. 
 
 

Three 101st Soldiers Killed By Roadside 
Bomb 

 
Nov. 04, 2005 Associated Press 
 
FORT CAMPBELL, Ky. - Three members of the 101st Airborne Division died of injuries 
they suffered from a roadside bomb that detonated in Latifiyah, Iraq, the Army said 
Friday. 
 
The three soldiers, all infantrymen assigned to the 502nd Infantry Regiment, 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team, died Wednesday in Baghdad, the Army said. They were riding in 
a Humvee when the bomb exploded. 
 
Wednesday's bombing killed Spc. Joshua J. Munger, 22, of Maysville, Mo.; Spc. 
Benjamin A. Smith, 21, of Hudson, Wis.; and Pfc. Tyler R. Mackenzie, 20, of Evans, 
Colo. 
 
With the latest casualties, 76 soldiers based at Fort Campbell have died in the Iraq 
war, according to Kelly Tyler, a public affairs officer at Fort Campbell. 
 
In all, nearly 20,000 soldiers from the 101st will deploy to Iraq.  
 
This is the third deployment of the 101st since the attacks of Sept. 11, 2001. 
 
 

Cleveland Native Killed: 
“He Said He Knew He Would Not Return” 
 
10.28.05 (AP) 



 
An Ohio Marine in his third tour of duty in Iraq died Thursday from injuries 
sustained in an explosion, the military said Friday.  
 
Before he left Sept. 18, Lance Cpl. Robert F. Eckfield Jr. of Cleveland asked his mother 
to bury him at Arlington National Cemetery.  
 
"He was scared about going back,'' Virginia Taylor told The Plain Dealer.”He said he 
knew he would not return.  That's when he made me promise to have him buried in 
Arlington if the worst happened.''  Eckfield, 23, and Lance Cpl. Jared J. Kremm, 24, of 
Hauppauge, N.Y., died from an explosion in Saqlawiyah, Iraq, the military said.  
 
"They said he was killed when something, a shell or something, went through the 
building he was in,'' Taylor said.  
 
Kremm died at the scene while Eckfield died at a nearby medical center, according to 
the Defense Department.  
 
Both were assigned to 2nd Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, II 
Marine Expeditionary Force, based at Camp Lejeune, N.C.  
 
Taylor said her son joined the Marines after graduating from high school.  
 
"Right from the start, he wanted to do his duty,'' his mother said.  "He went right into boot 
camp after graduation.  I understood it.  My father was a Marine, but he died in 2000. 
They talked about the military service.'' 
 
 

Fallen Soldier 
 
October 31, 2005 Reported By: Lauren Hieger, KSN 16 
 
Area residents are remembering one local soldier and what he gave to the community. 
38-year old Army Master Sergeant Thomas Wallsmith graduated from Carthage Senior 
High in 1985.  Friends say Wallsmith was a leader and "he was perpetually optimistic, a 
true solace to a group of inexperienced soldiers who had no idea of what lay before 
them."  
 
He and another soldier died when a bomb exploded near their car in Iraq last week.  
 
Wallsmith leaves behind a wife and two children.  Funeral services will be held this week 
in Michigan. 
 
 

Northern Marianas Troops Killed In Iraq 
 
11.1.05 ABC Asia Pacific TV 
 



Two soldiers from the Northern Marianas have died in bomb attacks in Iraq.  
 
Our reporter Gemma Casas says Sergeant Wilgene Lieto and Specialist Jeff Derrence 
Jack died on Monday in the northern city of Balad.  
 
Officials say the two Saipan soldiers were killed while patrolling the area, about 68 
kilometres north of the Iraqi capital Baghdad.  
 
Their deaths bring to three the number of casualties from the islands' contingent serving 
with the United States military in Iraq. 
 
More than 500 men and women from the Northern Marianas are currently deployed 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
 
 

Soldier From Surprise Killed 
 
11.3.05 Associated Press 
 
PHOENIX A soldier from Surprise died of injuries suffered when an improvised bomb 
exploded near his vehicle in Iraq. 
 
The Pentagon says 32-year-old Sergeant James Witkowski was wounded Wednesday 
near Ashraf, Iraq.  
 
The military says Witkowski died the same day.  
 
Witkowski was assigned to the Army Reserve's 729th Transportation Company based in 
Fresno, California. 
 
 

Four Soldiers From Nation Of Georgia 
Injured 

 
2005-11-09 UNA-Georgia 
 
The Georgian Ministry of Defense (MoD) confirmed on November 9 that four 
Georgian servicemen were injured after an explosive went off in the Iraqi city of 
Baquba on November 7.   
 
According to the MoD, soldiers, whose injuries are not life-threatening, are from the 1st 
Light Infantry Brigade. 
 
The Georgian soldiers were injured, when their vehicle hit a landmine, while 
patrolling in the city late on November 7. 
 
 



“The Impact Will Blow Off Shards Of 
Armor Inside The Vehicle” 

 
[Thanks to PB, who sent this in.] 
 
11.9.05 By JIM KRANE, Associated Press Writer 
 
U.S. and British troops are being killed in Iraq by increasingly sophisticated insurgent 
bombs, including a new type triggered when a vehicle crosses an infrared beam and is 
blasted by armor-piercing projectiles. 
 
Heavily armored Abrams tanks and Bradley fighting vehicles are better able to withstand 
the blasts, although some have been destroyed.  
 
Even if a blast doesn't penetrate a vehicle's armor, "the impact will blow off 
shards of armor inside the vehicle that are red hot and cut people to ribbons," 
said Bruce Jones, a London-based intelligence expert who advises NATO.  
 
 

REALLY BAD PLACE TO BE: 
BRING THEM ALL HOME NOW 

 
Nov. 8, 2005:  Hospitalman 3rd Class Esnola with 2d Battalion, 1st Marine Regiment, in 
Husaybah.  (AP Photo/U.S. Marine Corps, Cpl. Michael R. McMaugh, 1st Marine 
Division Combat Camera, HO) 
 
 
 

TROOP NEWS 



 
 

“If The Kid Who Gets Killed Is 
Local, Then - The War Is Local” 

 
[Thanks to Alan S., who sent this in.] 
 
This war continues without an official protest that would call out the will of the 
people of the City of New York and might count in a nation that by now realizes it 
has been the victim of a president who is a fake and a fraud and a shill and a sham 
and now is going around with the blind staggers. 
 
November 9, 2005 Jimmy Breslin, Newsday, Inc. 
 
The church was empty at dusk.  You stood in the stillness and looked at the place, 
right there on the side of the altar, where Michael Bloomberg spoke over the 
casket of a fallen aristocrat of the city, Riayan A. Tejeda, Marine, dead in Iraq at 
age 26. 
 
Bloomberg pronounced, "He died to keep the weapons of mass destruction out of 
the hands of ..." 
 
You heard no more.  He was up there in the presence of a gallant New Yorker and 
he spread a lie and for me it was the start of his campaign and it ended with me 
not voting for him last night.  
 
He says of Iraq, "It is not a local issue." 
 
This was almost two years ago at St. Elizabeth's Catholic Church on Wadsworth 
Avenue in Washington Heights, which is more than somewhat local.  
 
By myself, I have been at the deep grief of another soldier's funeral in the Bronx, 
one in Ridgewood, another in Brooklyn.  
 
If the kid who gets killed is local, then - the war is local. 
 
This war continues without an official protest that would call out the will of the 
people of the City of New York and might count in a nation that by now realizes it 
has been the victim of a president who is a fake and a fraud and a shill and a sham 
and now is going around with the blind staggers. 
 
Only the other night, in a television appearance with the opponent, Ferrer, Bloomberg 
was asked about withdrawing troops from Iraq and - heavens! - you can't do that. Why, 
that would mean that New York's fallen military would have died in vain. And why you 
could never say that about the three or four who would be killed on the day after that, 
and tomorrow and tomorrow.  
 



They die in the splendor of bravery, the prayer of valor. And fall in vain because the 
government causes them to die in vain. 
 
How can Mike Bloomberg be the mayor of this city and not try to put his voice and 
weight into saving lives?  
 
Bloomberg follows the smirking, deadly lies of a president who had people getting killed 
for what? For oil, for Dear Old Dad, for a racist disdain for a guy in an alley with a rag on 
his head. Bush saw the rag but never noticed the gun the guy carried. 
 
Last night, Julio Cesar Tejada, the dead Marine's father, stood in the swarms of 
people going past his building at 602 W. 180th St.  He is 53 and stocky, with short 
black hair and a pleasant face.  On the sidewalk next to him was the small, 
permanent grotto to his son. A photo. Flowers. Candles. Prayers in Spanish and 
English. 
 
"How has it been?" he said.  He patted his chest.  "My heart fell apart.  I cannot 
work.  I spend all the days going to the doctor." 
 
"The wife?" 
 
He shook his head.  "It is very bad for her." 
 
He said he had to get the Con Edison bill paid. "They turn off the lights if you 
don't." 
 
At the corner, a young woman, a college student, asked him about Bloomberg 
clinging to the war.  Now I mentioned the speech at his son's funeral. 
 
Julio shook his head. "I was too mixed up at the funeral." 
 
He said then he was going to vote.  
 
"For whom?" 
 
He shook his head. "I don't know 'til I get there." 
 
Do you have a friend or relative in the service?  Forward this E-MAIL along, 
or send us the address if you wish and we’ll send it regularly.  Whether in 
Iraq or stuck on a base in the USA, this is extra important for your service 
friend, too often cut off from access to encouraging news of growing 
resistance to the war, at home and inside the armed services.  Send 
requests to address up top.  
 
 

ROTC Instructors Say: 



“Don't Talk To The Kid In The 
Padres Hat” 

 
Comic of MLB Player Wearing 1984-style San Diego Padres hat 

 
From: D 
To: GI Special 
Sent: November 08, 2005  
Subject: "Don't Talk to the Kid in the Padres Hat" 
 
Today, our student antiwar group was promoting an upcoming educational forum about 
how war wastes money that should be spent on education. 
  
The university ROTC program was also out.  They've been increasingly visible that last 
few weeks. And they're much more active and outgoing, encouraging cadets to walk up 
to students sitting or standing around, and pass out key chains, bookmarks, and radios.  
  
One of our members asked an ROTC member why he had joined.  
 
The cadet said it was basically because his whole family was military, and he wanted to 
make something of himself. 
 
He also said he liked our member's "Bring the Troops Home Now" button. In the 
discussion, the cadet also revealed that before setting up their table, the ROTC 
students were told what student organizations they should talk to and who NOT to 
talk to.  
 
He said the instructors told everyone "Don't talk to the kid in the Padres hat." 
 
Who's the kid in the Padres hat?  Me. 
 



 
 
 

Sgt. Discharged For Behavior In Iraq: 
“Command Bringing Him Down For The 

Very Conduct They Themselves Engaged 
In” 

 
11.7.05 Army Times 
 
A Rhode Island National Guard soldier was convicted in a court-martial at Fort Sill, 
Okla., of various charges, including drinking alcohol, possessing drugs, weapons 
offenses and threatening fellow soldiers while stationed in Iraq. 
 
Former Sgt. Kenneth William Clark was reduced in rank to private and received a bad-
conduct discharge, according to his attorney, Patrick McLain. 
 
McLain said his client had turned down a plea deal that would have brought up to two 
years in jail because he thought it was unfair. 
 
McLain said evidence showed drinking was widespread in the unit.  
 
“This is one guy being brought in here, and here is the rest of his command 
bringing him down for the very conduct they themselves engaged in,” he said. 
 
Clark’s artillery battery was attached to an Arkansas unit charged with training Iraqi 
soldiers, McLain said.  Clark was sent to Iraq in March 2004, and the violations were 
alleged to have occurred in January and February at Camp Cooke, Iraq.  
 
 

Labor Declares War On Union-Buster 
Rumsfeld 

 
November 8, 2005 Washington Post 
 
Organized labor went back to court to file a suit to stop new workplace rules at the 
Defense Department.  Ten unions, representing more than 350,000 defense civil 
service employees, asked a federal court to block a regulation that would allow 
top Pentagon officials to override union contracts and to streamline the process 
for hearing employee appeals of major disciplinary action.  



 
A similar lawsuit was filed against the Department of Homeland Security this year, 
and the unions have prevailed in the first round of court tests. 
 
 

Army Fills Ranks But 12% Of Recruits 
Had Lowest Acceptable Scores 

 
November 8, 2005 Baltimore Sun 
 
The number of new recruits who scored at the bottom of the Army's aptitude test 
tripled last month, Pentagon officials said, helping the nation's largest armed 
service meet its October recruiting goal but raising concerns about the quality of 
the force.  Twelve percent scored between 16 and 30 points out of a possible 99 on an 
aptitude test that quizzes potential soldiers on general science, mathematics and word 
knowledge. 
 
 

V.A. Assholes Intent On Launching 
“Witch Hunt” Attack On Disabled PTSD 

Troops Starting Jan. 1, 2006 
 
Two PTSD changes at the Department of Veterans Affairs — one to review all 100 
percent-disability cases and another to require a second reviewer to grant total 
disability status — mean some may lose benefits and others may find it harder to 
get them. 
 
November 09, 2005 By Dennis Camire, Gannett News Service [Excerpts] 
 
When Vietnam veteran Gregory A. Helle heard the government was going to review his 
disability case and those of 72,000 others who suffer from post-traumatic stress 
disorder, he wondered what old wounds would be opened. 
 
Veterans advocate Gerald E. Humphries was even blunter: “It’s a witch hunt,” said 
Humphries, supervisor of the Disabled American Veterans’ office in Jackson, 
Miss. “That’s all it is.” 
 
“If you have got a guy who has got a ‘combat disability mental illness,’ why are 
you going after him?” he asked. 
 
Two PTSD changes at the Department of Veterans Affairs — one to review all 100 
percent-disability cases and another to require a second reviewer to grant total 
disability status — mean some may lose benefits and others may find it harder to 
get them. 
 



The VA says it’s looking for fraud and to correct paperwork errors granting unearned 
disability. 
 
“Our current plan is to begin that review after the first of the year,” said VA 
Secretary Jim Nicholson, who said there are still no firm details on how the review 
will proceed. 
 
But Congress could step in and block it.  The Senate approved a provision in the 
VA spending bill to block the review until the VA justifies it to Congress.  At least 
50 House members are urging House negotiators to adopt the same provision. 
 
 
 

IRAQ RESISTANCE ROUNDUP 
 
 

Falluja: The Resistance Thrives: 
“If It's A Game Of Cat And 

Mouse," Says Corporal Richard 
Bass, “Then Who's The 

Mouse?” 

 



Night Patrol: Marines of Fox Company, 2nd Battalion, 6th Marines walk the streets 
of Fallujah.  (YURI KOZYREV FOR TIME) 
 
[Thanks to PB, who sent this in.] 
 
When the Marines of Fox Company set out for a night patrol, supporters of the 
insurgency announce the Americans' movements through the loudspeakers of 
city mosques.  Although direct engagement with the insurgents is rare, the 
Marines face the constant threat of mortars, car bombs, suicide attacks and ever 
more sophisticated improvised explosive devices.  When the Marines are on 
patrol, insurgents take potshots and then hide before the Americans can shoot 
back.  
 
Nov. 06, 2005 Time Inc. [Excerpts] 
 
The members of Fox Company, 2nd Battalion, 6th Marines, are creeping through the 
mean streets of Iraq's meanest town when their mission comes in.  Intelligence officers 
at the Marines' headquarters at Firm Base One, at the edge of Fallujah, have zeroed in 
on an insurgent: a local teacher named Taufiq Latif Saleh, suspected of being the leader 
of a 10-person bombmaking cell. 
 
Fox Company hits two "dry" houses before they find Saleh, a burly, bearded man in a 
grimy dishdasha.  "I am a teacher! I am a teacher!" he protests as the Marines march 
him out into the courtyard, bind his hands with plastic ties and blindfold him.  
 
The Marines order his four young sons to kneel and face the wall as punishment for 
cracking wise when the troops entered the house.  
 
As Saleh is bundled into a waiting truck and taken to a detention facility, Lance 
Corporal John Hammar, 20, spots the man's daughter in tears and sighs in 
frustration.  "Little kids are crying," he says. "I'm the bad guy now." 
 
For the Americans charged with maintaining order in this roiling, ruined city in western 
Iraq, it's too late to make friends. 
 
Some military analysts hoped Fallujah would be where the U.S. could apply the 
"oil spot" strategy of counterinsurgency, with the aim to spread stability by 
clearing and securing individual cities and improving the lives of their citizens.  
 
But like much else about the war in Iraq, Fallujah hasn't turned out as the U.S. had 
hoped.  In many respects, the city reflects less the progress of the U.S. enterprise than 
its troubles.  
 
The city's reconstruction has been slowed by a lack of coordination among the military, 
U.S. aid agencies and the Iraqi government.  
 
U.S. officers on the ground say they have denied terrorists a base in Fallujah. 
 



While the city isn't an outright failure [does that mean it’s a hidden failure?], a 
military official says the hope that Fallujah could soon serve as a model for U.S. 
success now looks like "perhaps the result of overzealous expectation." 
 
The landscape of Fallujah today isn't encouraging.  Some rebuilding is taking place, and 
three-quarters of the houses have been reconnected to the electrical grid.  But 
neighborhoods in the northeast and southeast--the two main entry points for last year's 
invasion--are filled with rubble piles and buildings whose top stories have been blasted 
off. 
 
For every reconstruction project, there is a pile of cinder blocks where a house used to 
be.   
 
The military has closed the city to the outside world, allowing people in only after 
they show ID cards that they are residents of Fallujah.  The Marines man five entry 
checkpoints, turning away anyone who can't provide proper credentials or who 
seems suspicious.  
 
"Obviously, it's not foolproof," says Captain Chad Walton, spokesman for the 2nd 
Battalion, 2nd Marines. "But it's way better than it was." 
 
That may be true, but the Marines acknowledge that they are operating in largely 
hostile territory.  "This place is definitely not safe," says Hammar.  "I wouldn't let my 
sister walk here, ever."  
 
When the Marines of Fox Company set out for a night patrol, supporters of the 
insurgency announce the Americans' movements through the loudspeakers of 
city mosques.  
 
Although direct engagement with the insurgents is rare, the Marines face the 
constant threat of mortars, car bombs, suicide attacks and ever more 
sophisticated improvised explosive devices.  When the Marines are on patrol, 
insurgents take potshots and then hide before the Americans can shoot back.  
 
They test the troops by seeing how close they can drive to a patrol before the Marines 
open fire. 
 
Lately, troops say, insurgents have begun using a technique called pigeon flipping: while 
on patrol, the Marines have noticed flocks of pigeons circling above them, leading them 
to conclude that supporters of the insurgents have somehow trained the birds to signal 
when troops are in the area.   
 
"If it's a game of cat and mouse," says Corporal Richard Bass, "then who's the 
mouse?" 
 
Marine officers say they aren't surprised by the insurgents' resilience.  "I know 
this counterinsurgency is frustrating," Major Dan Williams tells members of Fox 
Company after another fruitless day of chasing enemy fighters.  "But you've 
almost had insurgency Darwinism.  All the stupid ones are dead."  
 



The Marines aren't getting much help in their efforts to outsmart their adversaries.  
 
Residents who are reluctant to help the U.S. identify insurgents are equally unwilling to 
cooperate with the U.S.-trained Iraqi forces, whom some xenophobic Fallujis consider 
foreigners.  The cops are public-order battalions from Baghdad, and the Iraqi army units 
are made up almost exclusively of Shi'ites from southern Iraq.  While locals still refer to 
U.S. troops as occupiers, some think the Iraqi troops are worse. "When Iraqi soldiers get 
inside the city, they start frightening the people by attacking them and shooting in the 
air," says Um Muhammed, 44, a housewife. "The Iraqi army wants revenge on us." 
 
Because of security concerns, the State Department has only one envoy and one staff 
member from the U.S. Agency for International Development for the whole of Anbar 
province.  As a result, reconstruction money isn't being spent in insurgent-friendly places 
like Fallujah.  Says an aid worker in Fallujah who asked not to be named: "It's frustrating 
that it's taken 30 months to get someone out in the most restive part of the country." 
 
U.S. commanders say rebuilding places like Fallujah will happen only if the insurgency is 
contained.  So don't expect U.S. troops to leave anytime soon.  
 
At a recent meeting, city council members pleaded with Lieut. Colonel Bill Mullen to let 
Fallujah police itself.  
 
But Mullen refused and demanded that council members stop turning a blind eye to 
insurgent activities.  "If the security situation does not improve," Mullen said, 
"guess what?  We're not going anywhere."   
 
[They could have used Mullen in Saigon, say about 1971?  Same silly bullshit 
then.  Yeah, they said stuff like that there too.  Guess what happened?  Guess who 
stayed?  Guess who left?  Guess why?  Remember how many lives, U.S. and 
local, that piece of Imperial stupidity cost?  The troops may have some surprises 
for Mullen sooner than he can possibly imagine.  They will decide how long it 
goes on, just like they did in Vietnam, when the whole army rebelled against that 
equally hopeless, no-win Imperial war.  It’s coming.  A little bit closer every day.  
You can sniff it on the wind.  You can hear the faint rumbles late at night, in the 
tents and barracks.  A whisper here.  A look there.  Bad moon rising.  T] 
 
 

Concerning The White Phosphorus 
Weapons Used On Falluja 

 
 
November 09, 2005 From: David Honish to Veterans For Peace discussion group 
[Excerpt] 
 
Yep, it is definitely nasty stuff.  I suppose that is why Army Regs forbid it's use in 
CONUS?  I think the only training ranges the red legs shoot it on are in Korea? 
 
I've read accounts of German civilians in Hamburg during the firestorm bombing 
that had it on their skin jumping into the canals to extinguish it.  Only problem is 



that it starts burning again immediately on exposure to air when pulled out of the 
water.  The overwhelmed German civil defense forces gave up and just had Army 
troops walk the canals with pistols to end the misery.   
 
The Army medic's textbook answer to treatment of troop spot exposures is to 
scrape it off with a bayonet.  It is a sticky, viscous stuff, and even the largest 
scalpel blade would not be up to the task.  
 
Pretty much an instant 3rd degree burn.  Get a bunch of it on a person, or fail to 
remove it immediately and it is a guaranteed 4th degree burn. 
 
The Geneva Conventions On War classify it the same as napalm, thermite, and 
magnesium incendiaries.  
 

Falluja 2003 

 
U.S. Military Police detain a man in Fallujah June 7, 2003.  U.S. soldiers have been 
attacked several times in the past few weeks in Fallujah, the most openly volatile city in 
Iraq.  (AP Photo/Victor R. Caivano) 

 

OCCUPATION ISN’T LIBERATION 
BRING ALL THE TROOPS HOME NOW! 

 
 

“I Can't Bloody My Hands In This” 
 
Christian Science Monitor, November 9, 2005 
 
With their military bearing and signature thick mustaches, former Sunni officers in 
Saddam Hussein's army are considering the government's fresh offer to rejoin the ranks.  
 



"I can't bloody my hands in this," says a former Iraqi Army major, who asked not 
to be named.  "The occupation forces pay me to kill my people?  That's not 
possible." 
 
 

Bases In Jordan For U.S. Occupation Of Iraq 
Attacked By Bombers 

 
11.9.05 By JAMAL HALABY, Associated Press Writer 
 
Bombers carried out nearly simultaneous attacks on three U.S.-based hotels in the 
Jordanian capital Wednesday night, killing at least 57 people and wounding 115 
 
Amman, has become a base for Westerners who fly in and out of neighboring Iraq 
for work.  The city's main luxury hotels downtown are often full of American and 
British officials and contractors enjoying the relative quiet of the city. 
 
In addition to housing Westerners, Amman's hotels also have become a gathering 
spot for affluent Iraqis who have fled their country's violence. 
 
 

Assorted Resistance Action 

 
AP: 11.8.05: Soldiers stand by car bomb that detonated Wednesday near a police 
patrol in Baquoba, 35 miles northeast of Baghdad, killing seven policemen and 
wounding six others.  Aljazeera learned that the blast occurred after US forces 
said they had arrested 390 people in two areas north of Baquba.  (AFP/Ali Yussef) 
 
9 Nov. (AKI) & CBS News & Aljazeera & (Xinhuanet) 7 Reuters 
 



Kirkuk:  Resistance fighters have kidnapped a brother of the Iraqi parliament's 
speaker Hajim al-Hassani, in the northern city of Kirkuk.  An Iraqi police source told 
Adnkronos International (AKI) he was seized at around 6pm on Tuesday evening, when 
armed men stopped him on a road in the al-Wasiti area, near one of the city's main 
squares. 
 
Al-Hakimi is a moderate Sunni Arab from Kirkuk who spent many years in the 
United States and was active in the opposition movement to Saddam Hussein while 
living in exile, rising through the ranks of the Iraqi Islamic Party (IIP). 
 
He then returned to Iraq following the US invasion in 2003, and was previously the 
industry minister in Iyad Allawi's interim government.  When the IIP quit the 
government, al-Hassani chose to leave the party so he could stay on as minister.  
 
He provoked anger among the Sunnis by backing the US military assault on 
Fallujah a year ago. 
 
Earlier this year he was offered the post of speaker in the government following months 
of wrangling over the position, and after interim president Ghazi al-Yawer turned it down.  
 
Many members of his family still live in Kirkuk, despite the serious security situation in 
the oil-rich city, located some 250 kilometres to the north of Baghdad. 
 
Seven Iraqi policemen were killed and six were wounded when a car bomb hit a 
police patrol north of Baghdad on Wednesday, medical and army sources said.  
The attack took place in the city of Baquba. 
 
Unknown armed fighters shot dead a Sudanese diplomat in western Baghdad on 
Wednesday, an Interior Ministry source said.  
 
"Unknown armed men opened fire at Hummoda Ahmed Adam, an attaché in the 
Sudanese embassy, when he was driving in al-Safarat district in western Baghdad, at 
about 11:30 a.m. (0830 GMT)," the source told Xinhua on condition of anonymity.  
 
The attackers shot dead Adam and fled the scene, the source added, without giving 
further details. 
 
In Baghdad, Ghanem Mohammed, an employee at the Education ministry, was 
killed when armed fighters opened fire on his car as he was driving to work in 
west Baghdad, according to police Maj. Mousa Abdul-Karim. 
 
RAMADI - A member of the Iraqi Islamic [collaborator] Party was found shot dead 
in the city of Ramadi, doctor Hamdi al-Rawi said. He was abducted on Tuesday. 

 

IF YOU DON’T LIKE THE RESISTANCE 
END THE OCCUPATION 

 
 



FORWARD OBSERVATIONS 
 
 

UFPJ “Helps To Legitimize The 
Presence Of The US In Iraq” 

“And How Many More American 
Soldiers And Iraqi Civilians Are 

Supposed To Die In The 
Meantime?” 

 
 
UFPJ was forced by the example of Cindy Sheehan, to not only agree to hold a 
joint march with the openly anti-imperialist ANSWER Coalition, but also to strike a 
more militant pose by adopting an "Out Now" perspective for September 24.  
 
However, this is little more than window dressing to cover up their main raison 
d'etre, a united front with the Democrats and support for a set of meaningless 
resolutions currently before Congress that urge Bush to set a date for US 
withdrawal from Iraq … sometime over the course of the next year.  And how 
many more American soldiers and Iraqi civilians are supposed to die in the 
meantime?   
 
10.26.05 By Roy Rolin, Left Hook.  [Excerpt] 
 



As if to prove, once again, the old adage that there isn't a dime's worth of 
difference between the twin parties of the ruling rich, Howard Dean, last year's 
scourge of the DLC, who is now the party chairman, took Karl Rove's advice that 
"no serious politician should embrace immediate withdrawal" when he told Cindy 
Sheehan that opposition to the war had no place in the program of the Democratic 
party … even though the majority of the country agrees far more with Sheehan 
than with Rove, or Dean, for that matter. 
 
Dean, in fact, was never a real opponent of the war to begin with.  
 
Nor were, or are, the Democrats as a party.  
 
Whatever "opposition" they may have mustered back in the days of "WMDs" and "links 
to Al Queda," Dean and the more risqué Democrats only opposed the Bush regime's 
"unilateralism," preferring to get the seal of approval from the UN for multi-lateral 
aggression instead.  
 
After all, Bill Clinton starved a million and a half Iraqis to death with the blessing 
of the UN.  Since becoming chair of the DNC, a move hailed as a great victory by 
many a "progressive," Dean has gone so far as to wish Bush success in carrying 
out the occupation of Iraq, since “now that we’re there, we can’t leave”.  
 
But how could it be otherwise?  John Kerry, who pushed Dean aside as the party's 
standard-bearer last year, campaigned as being even more pro-war than Bush was. 
Thus he called for 40,000 additional troops in order to better wage the war.  He 
repeatedly used the word "kill" in all the debates in order to better hammer home that 
point.  Even Hubert Humphrey displayed more opposition to the Vietnam War in 1968 - 
when he was still second in command of the regime waging it! 
 
Hillary Clinton, touted by many as presidential timber for 2008, has repeatedly reiterated 
her support for the war.  After briefly breaking bread with Sheehan, she made sure to 
meet with a group of pro-war "Moms," who are just as much a creation of Karl Rove as 
were the Vietnam Veterans for the War that the GOP threw against Kerry last year.  
 
As for the rest of the Democrats in Congress, they have repeatedly voted Bush 
every cent he has asked for to keep the war going and even approved extending 
the USA PATRIOT Act to boot.  
 
Currently Clinton is spearheading the "US Army Relief Act" in the Senate, which actually 
calls for an increase of 80,000 troops over the next four years.  
 
At the same time, some Democrats in Congress are even pushing to reinstitute 
the draft! For while it may be a rich man's war, the Democrats, apparently more so 
than the Republicans, want to make sure it stays a poor man's (and woman's) 
fight. 
 
Thus it was hardly surprising that no Democratic Party politicians of note showed 
their faces at any of the anti-war marches. 
 



The small fries, like Cynthia McKinney, Barbara Lea and Maxine Waters, who did 
turn up, represent constituencies that are so overwhelmingly anti-war to begin 
with, that not to do so would be a kiss of death for them.  
 
Needless to say, none of them wield any clout within the party.  Nor do the others 
who showed up, like Al Sharpton and Jesse Jackson, Sr., who don't even hold any 
elective office either.  
 
What all of them have in common is their desire to keep the reborn anti-war 
movement safely within the confines of the Democratic party from the get-go this 
time and on board the bandwagon for the 2006 Congressional elections, and, of 
course, the 2008 Presidential elections. 
 
Yet in spite of all the evidence that the Democrats remain a pro-war party, the leadership 
of the more mainstream antiwar outfit, UFPJ, is still willing to wager it's all on them.  
 
UFPJ was forced by the example of Cindy Sheehan, to not only agree to hold a 
joint march with the openly anti-imperialist ANSWER Coalition, but also to strike a 
more militant pose by adopting an "Out Now" perspective for September 24.  
 
However, this is little more than window dressing to cover up their main raison 
d'etre, a united front with the Democrats and support for a set of meaningless 
resolutions currently before Congress that urge Bush to set a date for US 
withdrawal from Iraq … sometime over the course of the next year.  
 
And how many more American soldiers and Iraqi civilians are supposed to die in 
the meantime?  Judging by the mood of the crowds that turned out for September 
24 most antiwar activists were not as keen as taking Karl Rove's advice about 
"immediate withdrawal" as Leslie Cagan and Co. are. 
 
Needless to say, these resolutions, supported by a smattering of both Democrats and 
Republicans upset with Bush's bungling of the war, have little support, as both bosses' 
parties remain committed to imperialism's oil war.  
 
The only differences that they do have are over how to better wage it, so that they can 
be done with Iraq and move on to Iran or Syria.   
 
Thus no resolution calls for the closing down of the 14 permanent bases that the US has 
set up in Iraq to police the Middle East for them and take some of the heat off the Saudi 
royal family, who previously held that unenviable job.   
 
Nor do any resolutions call for giving back Iraq control over its economy, which was 
privatized, i.e., stolen, lock, stock and barrel under Bremer's "CPA," and is ensured by 
the presence of US advisors in every government ministry. 
 
By championing "setting the date," the liberal left only helps to legitimize the 
presence of the US in Iraq; one that may be legitimate from the point of view of 
Halliburton and Bechtel, but which is totally illegitimate from the perspective of 
both Iraqi and American workers.  
 



Yet in spite of the Democrats' continuing support for the war there are still many in the 
liberal left who see the far left as a far greater enemy.  
 
The later, after all, defends the right of the Iraqi people to resist the occupation, 
whereas the Democrats only defend the occupier's DU, cluster bombs and 
napalm.  
 
Perhaps the Iraqis should instead sit back and wait until the Democrats finally get 
their resolutions passed in Congress.  Without the struggle being waged by the 
Iraqi resistance, whatever its political shortcomings may be, it's doubtful that any 
of the politicians would have ever even timidly questioned Bush to begin with. 
After all, the only reason that they have done so is because the US is losing. 
 
On the other hand, the liberal left still supports the Democrats, because they believe that 
the only way that any social change in this country will take place is through putting more 
of them into office. 
 
In other words, they either support or go along with the continued existence of a 
system that is based upon war, racism and economic inequality even though they 
are obviously opposed to all of them, because they see no alternatives to it, in 
spite of all the radical rhetoric about "another world is possible" that was so 
popular not too long ago.  
 
Thus the right wings of the antiwar and the anti globalization movements made 
common cause under the banner of "Anybody But Bush" last year by supporting 
the pro-war and pro-globalization Democrats. 
 
Because the liberal left has helped co-opt any and every mass movement into the 
dead-end of Democratic Party politics, a movement that put millions of people into 
the streets doesn't have a single representative in any elected body in the U.S. 
and is dependent on the whims of pro-war politicians and the "swing state" voters 
that supposedly support them.  
 
 

NY Times: 
Bush Must Go Now 

 
“After President Bush's disastrous visit to Latin America, it's unnerving to realize 
that his presidency still has more than three years to run.   
 
“An administration with no agenda and no competence would be hard enough to 
live with on the domestic front.  
 
“But the rest of the world simply can't afford an American government this bad for 
that long.” 
 
Editorial, New York Times, November 8, 2005 
 



What do you think?  Comments from service men and women, 
and veterans, are especially welcome.  Send to 
contact@militaryproject.org.  Name, I.D., withheld on request.  
Replies confidential. 
 
 

DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK 
 
 

United Nations Happily Extends U.S. 
Imperial Slaughter Of Iraqis For 

Another Year 
 
[Next time you run into some politician babbling stupidity about how the UN can 
be used to help the Iraqis, by replacing U.S. troops with UN troops for instance, 
this is a useful reminder that the UN is simply the place the world’s oppressors, 
exploiters and tyrants come to do business.  Or, if you prefer, a “thieves kitchen.”] 
 
November 09, 2005 By Edith M. Lederer, Associated Press & Aljazeera 
 
The U.N. Security Council voted unanimously Tuesday to extend the mandate of 
the nearly 180,000-strong multinational force in Iraq for a year, a decision the 
United States called a strong sign of the international commitment to Iraq’s 
political transition. 
 
The council voted on Tuesday 15-0 "to extend the mandate of the multinational 
force, as set forth in Resolution 1546 (in 2004), until December 2006". 
 
"The unanimous adoption of this resolution is a vivid demonstration of broad 
international support for a federal, democratic, pluralistic and unified Iraq," US 
ambassador to the UN John Bolton said after the vote. 
 
 
 

CLASS WAR REPORTS 
 
 

France In Crisis: 
“A Nationwide Insurrection By 

Disillusioned Suburban Youths” 



 
09 November 2005 Aljazeera 
 
Rebels have shrugged off emergency laws, looting and burning two super-stores, 
setting fire to a newspaper office and paralysing France's second-largest city's 
subway system with a firebomb. 
 
Officials were forced to shut down the southern city of Lyon's subway system after a 
firebomb exploded in a station, a regional government spokesman said, adding no one 
was hurt.  Transport officials were to decide on Wednesday morning when service could 
resume, the spokesman said. 
 
Rebels looted and set fire to a furniture and electronics store and an adjacent carpet 
store in Arras, in the northern Pas-de-Calais region, national police spokesman Patrick 
Reydy said. 
 
They also set fire to the Nice-Matin newspaper's office in Grasses, in the 
southeast Alpes-Maritimes region, he said. 
 
Nine buses were set ablaze at a bus depot in Dole, in the eastern Jura region, Reydy 
said.  A bus exploded in Bassens, near the southwest city of Bordeaux, after a firebomb 
was thrown into it, he said, adding the driver escaped. 
 
Youths threw petrol bombs at police who retaliated with tear gas in the southern 
city of Toulouse, where Interior Minister Nicolas Sarkozy was visiting, LCI 
television said. 
 
Police say Rebels have been using mobile phone text messages and the internet to 
organise arson attacks.   
 
Police on Monday arrested two teenagers accused of using the internet to incite 
other youths to riot. 
 
The 50-year-old state-of-emergency law that Chirac invoked was drawn up to quell 
unrest in Algeria during its war of independence from France and was last used in 
December 1984 by the Socialist government of president Francois Mitterrand 
against rioting in the French Pacific Ocean territory of New Caledonia. 
 
The violence started on 27 October as a riot in a northeast Paris suburb after the 
accidental deaths of two teenagers, of North African descent, electrocuted while hiding 
from police in a power substation. 
 
It has grown into a nationwide insurrection by disillusioned suburban youths, 
many of them French-born children of immigrants from France's former territories 
such as Algeria. 
 
France's suburbs have been neglected, and their youth complain of a lack of jobs and 
widespread discrimination. 
 



French historians say the rioting is more widespread and more destructive in 
material terms than the May riots of 1968, when university students erected 
barricades in Paris's Latin Quarter and across France, throwing paving stones at 
police.  That unrest, a turning point in modern France, led to a general strike by 10 
million workers and forced president General Charles de Gaulle to dissolve parliament 
and fire premier Georges Pompidou. 
 
Rebels burned 1173 cars overnight Monday-Tuesday, down from 1408 vehicles the 
previous night, police said. 
 
Police made 330 arrests, down 395 the night before. 
 
 

U.S.A. Has Most Expensive Bad 
Health Care System In The World; 

Many Can’t Afford Any Care 
 
[Why didn’t the reporter say one word about the billions in profits the health care 
capitalists suck up, also more than anywhere else in the world.  Gee, people might figure 
out there’s a connection?  Could that be it?  Duh.] 
 
November 4, 2005 By Rob Stein, The Washington Post 
 
WASHINGTON — Americans pay more when they get sick than people in other 
Western nations and receive more confused, error-prone treatment, according to 
the largest survey to compare U.S. health care to that of other nations. 
 
The survey of nearly 7,000 sick adults in the United States, Australia, Canada, New 
Zealand, Britain and Germany found Americans were the most likely to pay at least 
$1,000 in out-of-pocket expenses.  
 
More than half went without needed care because of cost, the survey found, and 
more than one-third endured mistakes and disorganized care when they did get 
treated. 
 
While patients in every nation sometimes run into obstacles to getting care and 
deficiencies in treatment, the United States stood out for having the highest error 
rates, most disorganized care and highest costs, the survey found. 
 
"What's striking is that we are clearly a world leader in how much we spend on health 
care," said Cathy Schoen, senior vice president for The Commonwealth Fund, a private, 
nonpartisan, nonprofit foundation based in New York that commissioned the survey. 
"Clearly, we should be doing better." 
 
Other experts agreed, saying the results offer the most recent evidence that the 
quality of care delivered by the U.S. system is seriously eroding as health-care 
costs soar. 



 
Americans also were more likely to report forgoing needed treatment because of 
cost. About half of Americans said they had decided not to fill a prescription, see 
a doctor when they were sick or get recommended follow-up tests.  
 
About 38 percent of patients in New Zealand reported going without care, as did 
34 percent in Australia, 28 percent in Germany, 26 percent in Canada and 13 
percent in Britain. 
 
MORE: 
 

Health Care In The U.S.: 
“A Tiny Number Of Capitalists Making A 

Large Amount Of Money” 
 
November 11, 2005 By Paul D’Amato, Socialist Worker [Excerpt] 
 
A look at the health care system in the United States completely destroys the argument 
that private is less bureaucratic than public.   
 
The private, for-profit health care industry in the U.S. generates a massive bureaucracy 
whose sole purpose is to perform the paperwork involved in ensuring that revenues and 
profits flow to the “right” people. 
 
A 2004 study by Harvard Medical School researchers and Public Citizen found that 
the health care bureaucracy cost the U.S. $399.4 billion, and that a national health 
insurance system could save at least $286 billion annually on paperwork.  
 
That would be enough money to provide all of the 43 million uninsured in the U.S. 
plus provide full prescription drug coverage for everyone in the U.S. 
 
The study found that bureaucracy accounts for 31 percent of U.S. health care spending, 
whereas in Canada, whose national health care system still hangs on, bureaucracy 
accounts for only 16.7 percent of health care spending and manages to provide more 
health services per dollar spent. 
 
A nationally funded and planned health care system in the U.S. would deliver more 
service for less cost.  
 
But then again, health care in the U.S. isn’t about helping people, but about a tiny 
number of capitalists making a large amount of money. 
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