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GI SPECIAL 5E28:
MEMORIAL DAY:

[Thanks to Mark Shapiro, who sent this in.]

NO MORE;
BRING THEM ALL HOME NOW, ALIVE

A soldier is transported following an IED attack on a road between Fallujah and
Baghdad, at a military base in Abu Ghraib May 19, 2007. A U.S. soldier died following
the roadside bomb attack. REUTERS/Eduardo Munoz

The War In Samarra:
Cowardly Baby-Killers In
Command Of U.S. Forces:
“At Least 10 People, Including 7
Babies, Died Because Of Lack Of
Fuel For Generators Needed To
Run Incubators”
“Those Cowards Are Enjoying Killing
Our Children”
“We Will Teach The Future Generations
To Take Revenge For The Innocent Souls
Killed By The American Criminals”
[Thanks to JM and Phil G, who sent this in.]
“They seem to be in need of further attacks from our blessed sons in the
resistance because this attack on the people of Samarra will only increase our
hatred against the Americans.”
23 May 2007 Ali al-Fadhily, Electronic Iraq [Excerpts]
Residents in this city of 300,000 located 125km north of Baghdad have been struggling
to find food, water and medical supplies. Vehicles have been banned from entering or
leaving the city since May 6.
The Iraqi government and the U.S. military imposed a strict curfew on the city the day
after a car bomb killed a dozen police officers, including police chief Abd al-Jalil alDulaimi. Samarra has been a hotspot of resistance to the U.S. occupation of Iraq since
close to the beginning of the occupation in March 2003.
After the attack, U.S. and Iraqi forces encircled the city and sealed off all entrances with
concrete blocks and sand bags.

Local people told IPS that the main bridge in the city has been closed, ambulances have
not been allowed to reach people, and residents are facing an increasingly dire situation.
“We are being butchered here by these Americans,” Majid Hamid, a schoolteacher
in Samarra told IPS. “People are dying because we lack all of the necessities, and
our government seems to be so happy about it.”
Residents and service providers told IPS that electricity has been cut.
“There is no life in the city because of the collective punishment,” an employee in the
electricity service office of Samarra, speaking on condition of anonymity, told IPS.
“Depriving people of electricity means depriving them of water, healthcare and all of life’s
maintenance necessities, especially with such hot temperatures now.”
Both IPS correspondents have been in the city several times throughout the
occupation and witnessed first-hand the U.S. military tactics of cutting water and
electricity to residents after occupation forces had been attacked.
U.S. and Iraqi military tactics have also included bulldozing houses, home raids
and detentions.
“This is not the first siege that we have suffered,” Nahla Alwan, a pharmacist in the city
told IPS.
“The Americans have done this so often and they will keep doing it since we do
not accept their occupation and all the disasters it has brought us.”
She added, “They should know that we resent them more now, and we will teach
the future generations to take revenge for the innocent souls killed by the
American criminals.”
A doctor in Samarra’s main hospital, speaking like many others on condition of
anonymity, told IPS that at least 10 people, including seven babies, had died
because of lack of fuel for generators needed to run incubators and life-saving
equipment.
At least two elderly patients were among the dead.
Despite pleas from residents to U.S. and Iraqi forces to allow in aid, none has arrived
and the curfew continues.
“My 10-month-old nephew died of asthma because we could not take him to the
hospital,” 25-year-old Nameer Aboud from the Abbasiya quarter of Samarra told
IPS.
“All medical services are paralyzed because of this siege applied on Samarra, and
many people are dying. If this had happened anywhere else in the world, it would
have been considered murder, but for the world Iraqi blood is cheap.”

“This collective punishment is unfair and it clearly shows how cruel Americans
are,” a member of Samarra’s city council told IPS.
“They are punishing innocent people in a cowardly way.”
The Iraqi humanitarian group Doctors for Iraq has issued a statement expressing grave
concern about the worsening situation.
“Doctors for Iraq condemns in the strongest terms any activities that prevent civilians
from accessing healthcare or humanitarian assistance by all actors engaged in the
conflict,” the group said.
A spokesperson for the U.S. military in Iraq admitted to reporters that the security
measures imposed on Samarra had “made living very difficult,” but claimed that
“local authorities” had imposed them.
But the IPS correspondent saw several U.S. military vehicles around the city, and
earlier U.S. military personnel setting up roadblocks at the beginning of the siege.
“Those cowards are enjoying killing our children and so are the Persian (Prime
Minister Nouri) Maliki government officials,” 45-year-old Abu Nabhan in Samarra
told IPS.
“They seem to be in need of further attacks from our blessed sons in the
resistance because this attack on the people of Samarra will only increase our
hatred against the Americans.”
Residents are becoming ever more angry with the occupation forces.
“The situation is getting much worse because of this irresponsible behavior of the
U.S. forces,” a worker with a local NGO who gave his name as Yassin told IPS.
“They are raising more anger and inclination for violence. All our efforts to calm
the people are wasted now as more people than ever believe in violence instead of
peace.”

MORE:

60% Of Iraqis Want U.S. Troops Dead:
Big Surprise
[U.S. sponsored polls reported recently that 60% of Iraqis favor killing U.S. troops.
After reading this, it would take a drooling idiot not to understand why. Iraqis feel
about U.S. troops trampling them in the dirt the same way Americans felt about
British troops trampling them in the dirt in 1776. They are right to resist. T]

IRAQ WAR REPORTS

Three U.S. Soldiers Killed, Two Wounded
In Salah Ad Din
May 26, 2007 Multi National Corps Iraq Public Affairs Office, Camp Victory RELEASE
No. 20070526-09
TIKRIT, Iraq – Three Task Force Lightning Soldiers died of wounds sustained in an
explosion near their unit’s patrol in Salah Ad Din Province, Saturday.
Two other Soldiers were also wounded in the incident and were taken to a Coalition
Forces’ medical treatment facility for further care.

Two U.S. Soldiers Killed, Three Wounded
East Of Baghdad
May 26, 2007 Multi National Corps Iraq Public Affairs Office, Camp Victory RELEASE
No. 20070526-10
BAGHDAD — Two Soldiers were killed and three were wounded east of Baghdad May
23, when a roadside bomb exploded near their patrol.

Another Marine Killed In Anbar
May 26, 2007 Multi National Corps Iraq Public Affairs Office, Camp Victory RELEASE
No. 20070526-08
CAMP FALLUJAH, Iraq – One Marine assigned to Multi National Force-West was killed
May 26 while conducting combat operations in Al Anbar Province.

U.S. Soldier Killed, Three Wounded In
“Complex Attack” Near Taji
May 26, 2007 Multi National Corps Iraq Public Affairs Office, Camp Victory RELEASE
No. 20070526-13

LSA ANACONDA, Iraq – An Multinational Corps Iraq Soldier was killed and three
wounded in a complex attack against their military vehicle near Taji at approximately 10
p.m. May 25.
The wounded Soldiers were evacuated to the 28th Combat Support Hospital in
Baghdad. Two Soldiers were treated for minor injuries and returned to duty.

U.S. Soldier Killed, Two Wounded By
South Baghdad IED
May 26, 2007 Multi National Corps Iraq Public Affairs Office, Camp Victory RELEASE
No. 20070526-12
BAGHDAD — While conducting a combat security patrol in the southern section of the
Iraqi capital, one Multi-National Division-Baghdad Soldier was killed and two others were
wounded when an improvised explosive device detonated May 26.
An Iraqi interpreter was also injured in the attack.

“Spartanburg Marine Killed In Iraq
Followed Family Tradition”
May 26, 2007 By E. Richard Walton, STAFF WRITER, The Greenville News
Marine Cpl. David Paul Lindsey of Spartanburg, who died in Iraq 12 to 15 hours after
speaking to his family for a final time, followed a family tradition of military service, his
father said Saturday.
Retired Lt. Col. Mike Bishop said Lindsey may have been shot a short time after learning
that one of his four sisters was pregnant.
Bishop said Lindsey enlisted in the Marines shortly after graduating from Spartanburg
High two years ago. His grandfather, father and brother had all served in the Army, so
the family was taken aback when Lindsey signed up to be a leatherneck, his dad said.
“We were all shocked when he went into the Marines,” Bishop said.
The important point is that Lindsey, adopted at age 6, kept the family tradition.
“We’re just a military family, and we’ve always been and always will be,” Bishop said
Saturday. “He (Lindsey) said: “It’s something that I need to do like you and granddad.’”
For now the family is huddled, trying to deal with the news of his death.

“We’re holding up,” he said. “It’s very difficult.”
Lindsey’s relatives said they were hoping to plan a funeral service next weekend. Bishop
said everything is on hold until his remains are back in the United States.
“All the Marines can tell us (is that it’ll take) seven to 14 days” before his body is
returned, Bishop said.
Bishop said that Lindsey was molded into what he was as young man coming into his
own.
“We got him when he was a little boy,” he said. “He was a little pistol. There were days
when we were almost willing to give up.”
He said that his son bucked the usual trend by being hard to deal with while a youth but
settling down in high school. “Usually, it’s the other way around,” he said.
He said Lindsey was a traditional kid. He said his son wanted to be a landscaper after
having a good experience at the Spartanburg Country Club.
He said Lindsey contemplated studying landscaping at a 2-year school in Spartanburg,
then moving to study at Clemson University and getting married. “He was a good
person, a good student and a good athlete,” his father said.
Bishop said his son anticipated going “to the beach” while on leave Aug. 4, but would
ship out again on his next assignment next spring.
“It just turned out that he was a great kid,” his father said.

Bellevue Soldier Killed In Iraq
05/26/2007 Midlands News Service
A Bellevue soldier and firefighter has died in Iraq.
Spc. William Lee Bailey III died Saturday (Iraq time) in an IED explosion, said Jack
Syphers, a spokesman for the Bellevue Volunteer Fire Department.
Bailey was with the Nebraska National Guard’s 755th Chemical Company based in
O’Neill, Neb.
Bailey had been in Iraq for about a year and was due to return home on leave in three
weeks, Syphers said.
Another Bellevue fire spokesman, Dave Szymanski, said Bailey was married and had
children. Bailey worked as a medical helicopter dispatcher in the metro area.
He had been a volunteer firefighter for Bellevue for five years.

Bailey is the 56th person from Nebraska and western Iowa or with ties to the area
to die in the fighting in Iraq or Afghanistan.

Balt. Native And Former Honor Student
Killed In Iraq
May 26, 2007 BALTIMORE (AP)
Sergeant 1st Class Robert Dunham, who grew up in the Park Heights community in west
Baltimore, was killed in Iraq when the Humvee he was riding was hit by an explosive
device near Baghdad, his family said.
Dunham, 36, was the married father of five boys, and had been serving in Iraq since
January, according to his brother, Charles Dunham of Parkville.
“I believe he really liked what he did,” Charles Dunham told The (Baltimore) Sun. “He
loved to serve. He was a giving person, real loving, and the Army was good to his
family.”
Sgt. Dunham had been concerned about the danger in Iraq, particularly after a truck in a
convoy he was in recently was heavily damaged by an improvised explosive device, his
brother said.
Dunham graduated in 1988 from Mergenthaler Vocational-Technical High School, where
he studied industrial electronics, his brother said. He was an honors student who loved
playing basketball in community leagues.
He joined the Army the same year he graduated and trained at Fort Dix, N.J., to work
with communications equipment. He was stationed in Germany, Kansas and Arkansas
before his family settled in Georgia.
He served in Iraq during Operation Desert Storm, in Bosnia and in Somalia and had
received special-forces training before his latest tour in Iraq, his brother said.

Tough Marine A Leader You Don’t
Forget;
“If They Can Get This Guy, They Can Get
Anybody”
May 11, 2007 BY JOHN CARLSON, The Des Moines Register

We were standing along the road that pitch-black night, the Marine Corps master
sergeant and I, and he was explaining how insurgents detonated the roadside bombs
that were killing and maiming so many Americans.
They use a cordless phone, just like you have in your kitchen, he said. The base unit is
wired to a few buried artillery shells. An insurgent waits for a target vehicle to pass, dials
the phone number, and the bomb explodes.
Then he talked about laying down ambushes for the men who plant the explosives, how
you hide in the desert and watch one guy mark a spot, another guy dig a hole and a third
guy plant the device.
Which one does the Marine sniper kill? “Take your pick,” said Master Sgt. Kenneth
Mack.
We’d spent four hours together, and it was the first time I saw him take an easy breath.
I’d hitched a ride with him and his 27 Marines, who provided security for a convoy of 50
trucks from Fallujah to Ramadi.
It was the longest 45 miles you’d ever want to drive, along a nasty piece of road in Anbar
province, and Mack was in charge of the thing.
Five IEDs hit a convoy on this highway the night before, and Mack was told he could
count on the same thing happening this night in September 2005.
He gathered his young Marines for a pre-mission briefing and told them what was
expected. “We have a proactive mentality tonight,” Mack told the Marines, who were
seated in a small, stifling room in Fallujah.
“We’re not defensive. We’re looking for them. We see them, what do we do? We kill
them. We’re not out there to exchange potshots with these people. Get a positive ID on
them. Then kill them. If they give away their position, light ‘em up.”
It went on like that for 20 minutes or so. Expect to be hit, he told them. Focus. Don’t
chitchat out there. Never take your eyes off the countryside. For any reason. If you have
to pee, do it on the floor of the vehicle. There’s a drain. Hose it out later.
He had them check their radios. One didn’t work properly. Mack quietly chewed out the
man responsible and talked of the possible consequences. He told them where they
could anticipate attacks and spoke again about focusing on the mission and nothing
else.
It was like listening to a great coach - Vince Lombardi or Red Auerbach maybe - before
a game. No yelling; no hysterics. Just the business at hand. “If they shoot at us, I want
them dead,” he said, staring at the Marines.
I was told Mack had assigned me to ride in the back of an armored truck. No windows.
No radios. I found Mack and told him I wanted to write about him and his Marines and
couldn’t do it if I couldn’t see or hear.

He grunted and said I could ride in the back seat of his Humvee. I promised to shut up
and not ask questions, stupid or otherwise. He grunted again. We drove to the truck
assembly point and Mack signed some papers, taking charge of the convoy.
That’s when an American contractor - I think he worked for AT&T - walked up to Mack
and asked if he could join the convoy. Traveling alone on that road would be suicide, he
said.
Mack grunted again, shook his head and said 50 trucks was already too many. Then he
said something like, “Phone company, huh? Got any phone cards?”
The guy ran to his truck and came back with a fistful and handed them to Mack, who told
him to join the convoy. Mack grinned. “I’ll give them to the guys when we’re done
tonight,” he said. “It’s phone calls home.”
It was a maddeningly slow drive to Ramadi. The trucks chugged along, some able to go
no more than 25 or 30 miles an hour. That meant every vehicle was forced to crawl
along the road. A couple of times the convoy stopped. It drove Mack crazy, and he
mumbled something about “herding cats” and everybody being “sitting ducks.”
It was a total blackout. No headlights; no moon. Marines watched the road and
countryside through night-vision goggles. I scribbled notes using the glow from the dial
on my cheap watch.
Mack was on the radio constantly, making sure the trucks were properly spaced, telling
his guys to watch for bumps and holes along the road that might hide bombs.
There was no attack that night. We made it to Ramadi, and Mack’s Humvee stopped
outside the gate of a Marine base, where we waited for the trucks to enter. That’s when
he relaxed. We stood outside to get some air and talk about IEDs.
None of it was personal. He knew I was from a newspaper in Iowa. I knew he was from
Fort Worth, Texas. That was it.
I went away knowing that I’d met a fine leader and that no soldier or Marine could do
more to make his people safe.
It was more than being tough. Mack was serious and absolutely professional, the kind of
guy you would want taking care of your kid in a combat zone.
He’s one of those people you don’t forget.
So when the phone call came Monday from the Dallas TV producer telling me Master
Sgt. Kenneth Mack of Fort Worth had been killed in Iraq last weekend, I said yes, I
certainly remember him.
I asked how it happened. Roadside bomb, the TV guy said. You know, an IED.
Incredible, I thought. If they can get this guy, they can get anybody.

I checked a couple of Texas Web sites and read that Mack was 42, married, had five
kids and was in the Marines 23 years. Then I watched a TV interview with his wife.
I knew Mack only a few hours, but it was long enough to make me smile when I saw how
his widow referred to him in the interview.
She called him the “master sergeant.”
I’m thinking he would have liked that.

Three British Soldiers Wounded In Basra
May 26, 2007 Iraq Today
Three British soldiers were wounded in clashes with unknown fighters near the British
base at Basra international airport in northwest of the city of Basra, the spokeswoman
for the British forces in southern Iraq said on Saturday.

U.S. Armored Vehicle Destroyed In West
Baghdad;
Casualties Not Announced

A car passes next debris in the street after a roadside bomb exploded near to an
American armored vehicle in Jamiah neighborhood in western Baghdad, on Saturday,
May 26, 2007, destroying the vehicle completely, police said. ( AP Photo/Asaad
Mouhsin)

Burning Quarghuli Village In Order To
Save It

A soldier from Alpha Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry Regiment walks past burning
reeds razed to prevent insurgents from seeking cover in Quarghuli village near
Youssifiyah, 12 miles (20 kilometers) south of Baghdad May 26, 2007 (AP Photo/ Maya
Alleruzzo)

GUESS WHO’S WORRIED
GUESS WHO ISN’T
GUESS WHY
BRING THEM ALL HOME NOW

U.S. soldiers during a patrol in the Taji area. (AFP/US Army/Antonieta Rico)

Gen. Petraeus Announces
Stunning Discovery About War In
Iraq!

(AFP/Getty Images/Chip Somodevilla)

US Army Gen. David Petraeus, commander of the Multinational Force in Iraq,
stopped suddenly to look upwards as he was walking from the House to the
Senate side of the US Capitol in between briefings to the armed services
committees in Washington, DC.
After a brief pause, he told reporters that once again he has received an important
message from voices that only he can hear, revealing startling new information to
him about the war in Iraq:
“We’re doing heavy fighting. This is a fight. There’s a war on out there,” he told
reporters. (Steven R. Hurst, 23 May 2007, The Associated Press.)

AFGHANISTAN WAR REPORTS

Foreign Occupation Soldier Killed, Four
Wounded;

Nationality Not Announced
May 26 AFP News
A NATO soldier was killed and four were wounded in a clash with Taliban militants in
southern Afghanistan.
The International Security Assistance Force casualties were caused when soldiers were
trying to remove Taliban from their positions, ISAF said in a statement.
“One ISAF soldier died and four were wounded earlier today in southern Afghanistan
during an engagement with enemy fighters,” it said.
It did not give the location of the clash or nationalities of its casualties.

TROOP NEWS
THIS IS HOW BUSH BRINGS THE TROOPS HOME:
BRING THEM ALL HOME NOW, ALIVE

The casket of Army Spc. Robert J. Dixon of Minneapolis May 17, 2007 at Fort Snelling
National Cemetery in Minneapolis. Dixon, 27, died in Iraq on May 6 when an improvised
explosive device detonated near his vehicle. (AP Photo/Jim Mone)

IRAQ RESISTANCE ROUNDUP

GET THE MESSAGE?

Iraqis throws stones at a burning SUV after a roadside bomb exploded in central
Basra, May 25, 2007. The roadside bomb targeted a SUV belong to a foreign
security company, injuring 3 mercenaries. (AP Photo/Nabil al-Jurani)

Assorted Resistance Action
May. 25, 2007 By Laith Hammoudi, McClatchy Newspapers & 26 May 2007 Reuters &
Iraq Today
A source in the joint operations center in Diyala said that four police officers from the
Muqdadiyah police force were injured when a car bomber detonated near a Muqdadiyah
police station around 10 a.m. Friday.
A car bomber targeting an Iraqi army checkpoint killed two soldiers and wounded 11
others in western Ghazaliya district, police said.
Guerrillas killed three policemen and wounded six others when they opened fire on a
police checkpoint in al-Ria district in southwestern Baghdad, police said.
Guerrillas killed three off-duty Iraqi soldiers in the southern Iraqi city of Diwaniya on
Friday, police said.
Guerrillas killed a policeman near the insurgent stronghold of Hawija, a Sunni Arab town
70 km (43 miles) southwest of Kirkuk, police said.
Guerrillas killed a captain in the police force in the Sunni Arab town of Tikrit as he
headed home from work, police said.

IF YOU DON’T LIKE THE RESISTANCE

END THE OCCUPATION

FORWARD OBSERVATIONS

Sir! No Sir!:
At A Theatre Near You!
To find it: http://www.sirnosir.com/
The Sir! No Sir! DVD is on sale now, exclusively at
www.sirnosir.com.
Also available is a Soundtrack CD (which includes the entire song from the FTA
Show, “Soldier We Love You”), theatrical posters, tee shirts, and the DVD of “A
Night of Ferocious Joy,” a film about the first hip-hop antiwar concert against the
“War on Terror.”

BUY SIR! NO SIR! FOR ACTIVE DUTY SOLDIERS
NOW
HELP GET SIR! NO SIR!
INTO THE HANDS THAT NEED IT MOST

Up To Their Necks In Blood:
“The Democratic Leadership
Has Agreed To Finance The
Deaths”
May 24, 2007 By Keith Olbermann, MSNBC [Excerpts]
This is, in fact, a comment about… betrayal.
Few men or women elected in our history — whether executive or legislative, state
or national — have been sent into office with a mandate more obvious, nor
instructions more clear:
Get us out of Iraq.
Yet after six months of preparation and execution — half a year gathering the
strands of public support; translating into action, the collective will of the nearly
70 percent of Americans who reject this War of Lies, the Democrats have
managed only this:
The Democratic leadership has surrendered to a president — if not the worst
president, then easily the most selfish, in our history — who happily blackmails
his own people, and uses his own military personnel as hostages to his asinine
demand, that the Democrats “give the troops their money”;
The Democratic leadership has agreed to finance the deaths of Americans in a war
that has only reduced the security of Americans;
The Democratic leadership has given Mr. Bush all that he wanted, with the only
caveat being, not merely meaningless symbolism about benchmarks for the Iraqi
government, but optional meaningless symbolism about benchmarks for the Iraqi
government.

The Democratic leadership has, in sum, claimed a compromise with the
Administration, in which the only things truly compromised, are the trust of the
voters, the ethics of the Democrats, and the lives of our brave, and doomed,
friends, and family, in Iraq.
You, the men and women elected with the simplest of directions — Stop The War —
have traded your strength, your bargaining position, and the uniform support of those
who elected you… for a handful of magic beans.
You may trot out every political cliché from the soft-soap, inside-the-beltway dictionary of
boilerplate sound bites, about how this is the “beginning of the end” of Mr. Bush’s “carte
blanche” in Iraq, about how this is a “first step.”
Well, Senator Reid, the only end at its beginning... is our collective hope that you and
your colleagues would do what is right, what is essential, what you were each elected
and re-elected to do.
Because this “first step”… is a step right off a cliff.
And this President!
How shameful it would be to watch an adult... hold his breath, and threaten to continue
to do so, until he turned blue.
But how horrifying it is… to watch a President hold his breath and threaten to continue to
do so, until innocent and patriotic Americans in harm’s way, are bled white.
You lead this country, sir?
You claim to defend it?
And yet when faced with the prospect of someone calling you on your stubbornness—
your stubbornness which has cost 3,431 Americans their lives and thousands more their
limbs — you, Mr. Bush, imply that if the Democrats don’t give you the money and give it
to you entirely on your terms, the troops in Iraq will be stranded, or forced to serve
longer, or have to throw bullets at the enemy with their bare hands.
How transcendentally, how historically, pathetic.
Any other president from any other moment in the panorama of our history would have,
at the outset of this tawdry game of political chicken, declared that no matter what the
other political side did, he would insure personally — first, last and always—that the
troops would not suffer.
A President, Mr. Bush, uses the carte blanche he has already, not to manipulate an
overlap of arriving and departing Brigades into a ‘second surge,’ but to say in
unequivocal terms that if it takes every last dime of the monies already allocated, if it
takes reneging on government contracts with Halliburton, he will make sure the troops
are safe — even if the only safety to be found, is in getting them the hell out of there.
Well, any true President would have done that, Sir.

You instead, used our troops as political pawns, then blamed the Democrats when
you did so.
Not that these Democrats, who had this country’s support and sympathy up until
48 hours ago, have not since earned all the blame they can carry home.
The talk of practical politics, the buying into of the President’s dishonest construction
“fund-the-troops-or-they-will-be-in-jeopardy,” the promise of tougher action in
September, is falling not on deaf ears, but rather falling on Americans who already told
you what to do, and now perceive your ears as closed to practical politics.
Those who seek the Democratic nomination need to—for their own political futures and,
with a thousand times more solemnity and importance, for the individual futures of our
troops—denounce this betrayal, vote against it, and, if need be, unseat Majority Leader
Reid and Speaker Pelosi if they continue down this path of guilty, fatal acquiescence to
the tragically misguided will of a monomaniacal president.
For, ultimately, at this hour, the entire government has failed us.
Mr. Reid, Mr. Hoyer, and the other Democrats... have failed us.
They negotiated away that which they did not own, but had only been entrusted by
us to protect: our collective will as the citizens of this country, that this brazen
War of Lies be ended as rapidly and safely as possible.
The electorate figured this out, six months ago.
Because, on the subject of Iraq...
The people have been ahead of the media....
Ahead of the government...
Ahead of the politicians...
To all the others—presidents and majority leaders and candidates and rank-and-file
Congressmen and Senators of either party—there is only blame… for this shameful, and
bi-partisan, betrayal.

“We Have One Party In America:
The War Party”

The Dems Are Merely A Junior Partner In
That System Run By The Same
Establishment Elites.
May 26, 2007 MIKE WHITNEY, Counterpunch [Excerpts]
The Democrats did us all a favor by giving Bush his Iraq war-money. After all, the Dems
have supported the war from the get-go; so why not expose them as the hypocrites they
really are?
The truth is, no one is really surprised by Friday’s vote. We have one party in America:
the War Party---the Dems are merely a junior partner in that system.
It boggles the mind that so many so-called “liberals” continue to be hoodwinked by the
Democratic Party.
The Democrats have no intention withdrawing from Iraq. That’s just speculation on the
part of blindly-optimistic voters who still believe that their voices will be heard. They
won’t be heard.
Like their Republican counterparts, they are primarily focused on enriching corporate
donors, facilitating free trade, and chasing shadowy Islamic groups through Central Asia
and the Middle East.
The country doesn’t need two War Parties run by the same establishment elites. The
present system is a fraud which marginalizes 95% of the American people and makes
democracy impossible.
By capitulating to Bush, the Democratic Party has cut the ground out from beneath itself
and hastened its own demise. Good riddance. Now, let’s push the rusty hulk out of the
road and go forward.

Troops Invited:
What do you think? Comments from service men and women,
and veterans, are especially welcome. Write to Box 126, 2576
Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10025-5657 or send email
contact@militaryproject.org:. Name, I.D., withheld unless you
request publication. Replies confidential. Same address to
unsubscribe.

LIAR
SOLDIER-KILLER

DOMESTIC ENEMY
DESPICABLE PIECE OF SHIT
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WANTED FOR THE MURDER OF U.S.
TROOPS AND CITIZENS OF IRAQ:
THE TRAITOR REID

Andrew J. Bacevich:
On The Death Of His Son In Iraq
“I Genuinely Believed That If The
People Spoke, Our Leaders In
Washington Would Listen And
Respond”
“This, I Can Now See, Was An
Illusion”
“To Be Fair, Responsibility For The
War’s Continuation Now Rests No Less

With The Democrats Who Control
Congress Than With The President And
His Party”
[Thanks to Pham Binh, Traveling Soldier, who sent this in.]
When it comes to Iraq, money ensures that the concerns of big business, big oil,
bellicose evangelicals and Middle East allies gain a hearing. By comparison, the
lives of U.S. soldiers figure as an afterthought.
May 27, 2007 By Andrew J. Bacevich, The Washington Post [Excerpts]
Andrew J. Bacevich teaches history and international relations at Boston
University. His son died May 13 after a suicide bomb explosion in Salah al-Din
province.
****************************************************
Parents who lose children, whether through accident or illness, inevitably wonder what
they could have done to prevent their loss. When my son was killed in Iraq earlier this
month at age 27, I found myself pondering my responsibility for his death.
What exactly is a father’s duty when his son is sent into harm’s way?
Among the many ways to answer that question, mine was this one: As my son was
doing his utmost to be a good soldier, I strove to be a good citizen.
As a citizen, I have tried since Sept. 11, 2001, to promote a critical understanding of U.S.
foreign policy. I know that even now, people of good will find much to admire in Bush’s
response to that awful day.
They applaud his doctrine of preventive war. They insist not only that his decision to
invade Iraq in 2003 was correct but that the war there can still be won. Some -- the
members of the “the-surge-is-already-working” school of thought -- even profess to see
victory just over the horizon.
I believe that such notions are dead wrong and doomed to fail. In books, articles and oped pieces, in talks to audiences large and small, I have said as much. “The United
States needs to liquidate its presence in Iraq, placing the onus on Iraqis to decide their
fate and creating the space for other regional powers to assist in brokering a political
settlement. We’ve done all that we can do.”
Not for a second did I expect my own efforts to make a difference.
But I did nurse the hope that my voice might combine with those of others -- teachers,
writers, activists and ordinary folks -- to educate the public about the folly of the course

on which the nation has embarked. I hoped that those efforts might produce a political
climate conducive to change.
I genuinely believed that if the people spoke, our leaders in Washington would
listen and respond.
This, I can now see, was an illusion.
The people have spoken, and nothing of substance has changed.
The November 2006 midterm elections signified an unambiguous repudiation of
the policies that landed us in our present predicament.
But half a year later, the war continues, with no end in sight.
Indeed, by sending more troops to Iraq (and by extending the tours of those, like my son,
who were already there), Bush has signaled his complete disregard for what was once
quaintly referred to as “the will of the people.”
To be fair, responsibility for the war’s continuation now rests no less with the
Democrats who control Congress than with the president and his party.
After my son’s death, my state’s senators, Edward M. Kennedy and John F. Kerry,
telephoned to express their condolences. Stephen F. Lynch, our congressman, attended
my son’s wake. Kerry was present for the funeral Mass. My family and I greatly
appreciated such gestures.
But when I suggested to each of them the necessity of ending the war, I got the brushoff.
More accurately, after ever so briefly pretending to listen, each treated me to a
convoluted explanation that said in essence: Don’t blame me.
To whom do Kennedy, Kerry and Lynch listen?
We know the answer: to the same people who have the ear of George W. Bush and
Karl Rove -- namely, wealthy individuals and institutions.
Money buys access and influence.
Money greases the process that will yield us a new president in 2008.
When it comes to Iraq, money ensures that the concerns of big business, big oil,
bellicose evangelicals and Middle East allies gain a hearing.
By comparison, the lives of U.S. soldiers figure as an afterthought.
Money maintains the Republican/Democratic duopoly of trivialized politics.
It confines the debate over U.S. policy to well-hewn channels. It preserves intact the
clichés of 1933-45 about isolationism, appeasement and the nation’s call to “global

leadership.” It inhibits any serious accounting of exactly how much our misadventure in
Iraq is costing.
It ignores completely the question of who actually pays. It negates democracy, rendering
free speech little more than a means of recording dissent.
In joining the Army, my son was following in his father’s footsteps:
Before he was born, I had served in Vietnam.
As military officers, we shared an ironic kinship of sorts, each of us demonstrating a
peculiar knack for picking the wrong war at the wrong time. Yet he was the better soldier
-- brave and steadfast and irrepressible.
I know that my son did his best to serve our country.
Through my own opposition to a profoundly misguided war, I thought I was doing
the same.
In fact, while he was giving his all, I was doing nothing.
In this way, I failed him.

LIAR
SOLDIER-KILLER
DOMESTIC ENEMY
DESPICABLE PIECE OF SHIT

WANTED FOR THE MURDER OF U.S.
TROOPS AND CITIZENS OF IRAQ:
THE TRAITOR PELOSI
“The Revolt Began With An Indian
Soldiers’ Mutiny From The Bengal
Army”
“If The English Could Do These Things
In Cold Blood, Is It Surprising That The
Insurgent Hindus Should Be Guilty, In
The Fury Of Revolt And Conflict, Of The
Crimes And Cruelties Alleged Them?”
May 25, 2007 By Pranav Jani, Columbus, Ohio; Socialist Worker
MAY 10 marked the 150th anniversary of the massive Indian revolt against British rule, a
historic day for the anti-colonial struggle in South Asia and for rebellions against
occupation everywhere. The Indian government is trying to hijack the celebration of the
revolt in order to rewrite history, but we socialists have our own proud tradition of
celebrating it.
In 1857, the revolt (often called “the Indian Mutiny”) began with an Indian soldiers’
mutiny from the Bengal Army at Meerut. Soon after, they--and the civilians who joined
them--entered Delhi, declared the end of the British Raj, and placed on the throne an
unwilling Bahadur Shah II, the nominal heir of the old Mughal Empire
Until April 1859, when the last guerrillas were crushed or driven away, the pattern of
mutiny-rebellion was reproduced around the country, claiming the allegiance of more
than 50 percent of the army, and the support of peasant masses and ruling elites across
caste, religious and regional lines.
Despite the tremendous solidarity of the rebels, the revolt ultimately suffered from great
weaknesses: the failure of soldiers in the Bombay and Madras armies to mutiny, the
inferiority of arms, the lack of military leadership (most officers in the Indian army were
British), the absence of a clear political agenda and the breakup of fragile cross-class
and cross-communal alliances.

Nevertheless, the impact of the revolt was far-reaching, both in terms of British
repression and Indian resistance.
On the one hand, it was after the revolt that the British government officially took over
from the East India Company. All sorts of changes were accelerated, like the building of
an India-wide railway system to facilitate the rapid deployment of troops.
On the other hand, despite the fact that many elites like the early Bengali nationalists
among the intelligentsia saw the revolt as “backward,” it remained--and has remained-as an example of collective heroism.
The revolt has many lessons for us today, including how we view the antiimperialist violence of oppressed groups, like those resisting Israeli occupation in
Palestine and U.S. occupation in Iraq.
The racist and jingoistic press in Britain justified every single act of brutality during the
British counter-insurgency in light of the ferocious rebel offensives.
Against this, a reporter named Karl Marx, the London correspondent for the New York
Daily Tribune, showed what an internationalist defense of anti-imperialist struggle really
means.
In an article called “The Indian Revolt” in September 1857, Marx argued: “However
infamous the conduct of the sepoys, it is only the reflection, in a concentrated
form, of England’s own conduct in India...
“There is something in human history like retribution; and it is a rule of historical
retribution that its instrument be forged not only by the offended, but by the
offender himself.”
In another article investigating how the British used torture as policy, Marx concludes:
“We have here given but a brief and mildly-colored chapter from the real history of British
rule in India.
“In view of such facts, dispassionate and thoughtful men may perhaps be led to
ask whether a people are not justified in attempting to expel the foreign
conquerors who have so abused their subjects.
“And if the English could do these things in cold blood, is it surprising that the
insurgent Hindus should be guilty, in the fury of revolt and conflict, of the crimes
and cruelties alleged them?”

Do you have a friend or relative in the service? Forward GI Special along,
or send us the address if you wish and we’ll send it regularly. Whether in
Iraq or stuck on a base in the USA, this is extra important for your service
friend, too often cut off from access to encouraging news of growing
resistance to the war, inside the armed services and at home. Send email
requests to address up top or write to: The Military Project, Box 126, 2576
Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10025-5657

OCCUPATION REPORT

U.S. OCCUPATION RECRUITING
DRIVE IN HIGH GEAR;
RECRUITING FOR THE ARMED
RESISTANCE THAT IS

A foreign occupation soldier from U.S. Delta Company, 4th Battalion, 31st Infantry
Regiment, 2nd Brigade, 10th Mountain Division holds Iraqi women at gunpoint as other
U.S. occupation troops search their home near Youssifiyah May 21, 2007. (AP
Photo/Maya Alleruzzo)
Iraqi citizens have no right to resist home invasions by occupation soldiers from the
USA. If they do, they may be arrested, wounded, or killed.
[Fair is fair. Let’s bring 150,000 Iraqi troops over here to the USA. They can kill
people at checkpoints, bust into their houses with force and violence, butcher
their families, overthrow the government, put a new one in office they like better
and call it “sovereign,” and “detain” anybody who doesn’t like it in some prison
without any charges being filed against them, or any trial.]
[Those Iraqis are sure a bunch of backward primitives. They actually resent this
help, have the absurd notion that it’s bad their country is occupied by a foreign

military dictatorship, and consider it their patriotic duty to fight and kill the
soldiers sent to grab their country. What a bunch of silly people. How fortunate
they are to live under a military dictatorship run by George Bush. Why, how could
anybody not love that? You’d want that in your home town, right?]
[There’s nothing quite like invading somebody else’s country and busting into
their houses by force to arouse an intense desire to kill you in the patriotic, selfrespecting civilians who live there.
[But your commanders know that, don’t they? Don’t they?]
“In the States, if police burst into your house, kicking down doors and swearing at
you, you would call your lawyer and file a lawsuit,” said Wood, 42, from Iowa, who
did not accompany Halladay’s Charlie Company, from his battalion, on Thursday’s
raid. “Here, there are no lawyers. Their resources are limited, so they plant IEDs
(improvised explosive devices) instead.”

OCCUPATION ISN’T LIBERATION
BRING ALL THE TROOPS HOME NOW!

DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK

[Thanks to Mark Shapiro, who sent this in.]

NEED SOME TRUTH? CHECK OUT TRAVELING
SOLDIER
Telling the truth - about the occupation or the criminals running the government in
Washington - is the first reason for Traveling Soldier. But we want to do more
than tell the truth; we want to report on the resistance - whether it’s in the streets
of Baghdad, New York, or inside the armed forces. Our goal is for Traveling
Soldier to become the thread that ties working-class people inside the armed
services together. We want this newsletter to be a weapon to help you organize
resistance within the armed forces. If you like what you’ve read, we hope that
you’ll join with us in building a network of active duty organizers.
http://www.traveling-soldier.org/ And join with Iraq War vets in the call to end the
occupation and bring our troops home now! (www.ivaw.org/)
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