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From:
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Members Of Iraq Veterans Against The War. Copyright 2007 by Warrior Writers,
IVAW’s first chapbook. Second Edition. April 2007
***************************************

Morning Dies
Absurd mock men
Content in their suppressed gray garb
Suppressed in their minds
What an obscure picture of free will
Smug, big business
Fat on the souls
of the less fortunate
Wealthy grotesque, oblivious
Atrocities of epic nature
Now on your evening news
Commander in chief
A comical thief
A world filled with grief
And the blood flows freely
all through the middle east
There’s blood in his oil
and blood in his smile
He keeps on smiling
all the while
cold masses of dying men
crying women
litter our streets
we must feed the war machine
While he keeps on
lying, prying, buying for time
Oh good people rise
wipe his lies
from your ears and eyes
realize, as morning dies
hear our cries
let truth not find the wayside
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IRAQ WAR REPORTS

Baghdad IED Kills U.S. Soldier,
Three Wounded
October 6, 2007 Public Affairs Office, Camp Victory RELEASE No. 20071006-03
BAGHDAD – A Multi-National Division-Baghdad Soldier was killed and three others were
wounded when an improvised explosive device detonated during combat operations in
the southern region of the Iraqi capital Oct. 6.

Huron Mourns Fallen Soldier
September 27, 2007 By Craig Henry and Melanie Brandert, Argus Leader
Staff Sgt. Zachary Tomczak, killed Tuesday when insurgents attacked his unit, is
remembered by his friends and family as a brave warrior and “a really easygoing guy.”
The 24-year-old Huron native died at 5:30 p.m. CDT. He served with the Army’s 325th
Airborne Infantry Regiment of the 82nd Airborne Division based in Fort Bragg, N.C. He
was “a leader, mentor, warrior, Ranger, hero,” said Capt. Jason Gardel, the rear
detachment commander for 2nd Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment.
Tomczak died of wounds suffered when insurgents attacked his unit using small-arms
fire, the Department of Defense said in a statement late Wednesday.
“He was just a neat person to be around,” Tomczak’s father, Blaise, said Wednesday.
“He had a real drive. He had very set values.”
His father said his son called him the last time on Sept. 11, which is the soldier’s
birthday.
“He was in a suburb of Baghdad,” his father said. “He was on a patrol there, and that’s
where he got shot.”
Tomczak is the second soldier from Huron to die in Iraq. Army Spc. Daniel D. Bartels,
22, a member of Alaska’s 172nd Stryker Brigade Combat Team, was killed in October
2005.
Tomczak joined the Army in June 2002. He arrived at the 82nd Airborne in November
2002 and was assigned to the 2nd Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment as a
machine gunner, according to the 82nd division’s public affairs office.
Tomczak, the oldest of five children, was on his fourth tour in Iraq, Blaise said. He
recalled his son’s graduation from Ranger School at Fort Benning, Ga., in May as “one
of the proudest moments for him and for me.”

Tomczak was known as a quiet person, a “kid who didn’t get riled up about anything.”
But those close to him said he had a real love for life.
“He was a wonderful kid,” said Terry Nebelsick, principal at Huron High School. “He
never asked anything from us. He was a very, very nice young man.”
Nebelsick said Tomczak was the starting fullback for the football team his senior year,
until an injury at the beginning of the season. “But he stuck with the team and came back
at the end of the season to play.” He also was active in the school’s journalism
department and had strong carpentry skills, Nebelsick said.
“He was fun to be around,” said Matt Busch, Tomczak’s high school building trades
teacher and a former employer. “I told Terry this morning that he was always just a real
good kid. He never caused any trouble.”
Tomczak worked for Busch’s construction company for a few years while in high school.
He enjoyed doing hands-on projects, Busch said, and was hard-working.
Bart Peiffer graduated from Huron High School with Tomczak and also worked with him
at Busch Construction.
“He was really easy to get along with,” Peiffer said. “We’d get together every now and
then on the weekends, and we’d do some pheasant hunting. He was like a brother to me
and my little sister and little brother.”
Tomczak’s father also said Zachary enjoyed hunting. He loved going pheasant and deer
hunting, he said, but his real passion, “what he really enjoyed,” was four-wheeling.
“As far as the military, he took that very serious,” Blaise said. “He didn’t talk too much
about things, but you could tell he was pretty serious about it.”
Blaise said at one point, his son had considered making a career out of the military, but
since had decided otherwise. He was planning on leaving in December of next year to
settle down and have children with his wife, Beth, who lives in Fayetteville, N.C.
“He was a joy to be around,” Busch said. “He showed up out of the blue about two years
ago on one of our job sites just to say ‘hi’ and to catch up. He was a good kid. He had a
real sense of humor, too. I considered him a friend.”
Tomczak earned the Purple Heart and Bronze Star Medal, among other awards.
In addition to his wife and father, Tomczak is survived by his mother, Mary Flowers of
Sioux Falls, and stepmother Jackie Tomczak of Huron.

Blast Targets British Forces Near Umm
Qasr
Oct 6 (KUNA)

British forces were targeted by a blast in Umm Qasr, but to casualties were sustained.
In a press release on Saturday, the force said the blast targeted one of its units while it
was heading from Basra to Umm Qasr on Friday.

THIS ENVIRONMENT IS HAZARDOUS TO YOUR
HEALTH;
COME HOME, NOW

A US Army soldier from Alpha Company 1/38 Infantry Regiment carries an artillery shell
found during a clean-up operation in Baquba. (AFP/Alexander Nemenov)

AFGHANISTAN WAR REPORTS

Attack On U.S. Convoy Near Kabul
Airport Destroys Armored Vehicle;
At Least One U.S. Soldier Dead
6 October 2007 (AFP)
KABUL - A car bomb struck a US-led coalition convoy near the Kabul airport Saturday,
killing one soldier and five Afghans in the latest in a string of attacks by the extremist
Taleban, officials said. The blast, the third attack in the capital in eight days claimed by
Taleban insurgents, set vehicles ablaze and sent plumes of thick, black smoke into the
air.

The Taleban, driven from power in a US-led invasion that started exactly six years ago,
had vowed to step up its deadly attacks during the Muslim holy fasting month of
Ramadan.
‘One coalition soldier was killed,’ a spokesman for the coalition force, Sergeant Dean
Welch, told AFP. He could not release the nationality of the soldier. Most troops serving
with the coalition are US nationals.
Welch could not say how many soldiers were hurt. An Afghan security official had told
AFP earlier that three foreign troops were killed.
The coalition said the explosion, caused by a bomb-filled mini-van, was against two of its
armoured vehicles.
A wide area around the van, which was reduced to a small chunk of flaming metal, was
covered in fragments of metal, broken trees and other debris.
Tailor Mohammad Fahim was about to open his shop for the morning when he saw the
explosion, on a busy main road about 500 metres (yards) from the airport.
‘The two foreign vehicles were driving towards the airport,’ he told AFP. ‘I didn’t
see the bombers’ vehicle but I saw the explosion. One of the two vehicles flipped
onto its side, hitting two civilian vehicles.’
He said he saw a dead body taken from each of the civilian vehicles. ‘I saw
another guy dead. He had been passing by on a bicycle. I saw two foreigners—
one was definitely dead. The other was laying down on the ground.’
The Taleban, which claimed responsibility for the earlier attacks in Kabul, said it was
also behind the blast on Saturday.
‘It was carried out by one of our faithful and devoted mujahed (holy fighters),’
spokesman Zabihullah Mujahed told AFP by telephone.
The Taleban was driven from government in 2001 [by a U.S. invasion and occupation.]
Their insurgency has escalated every year since, with attacks spiralling to more
than 110 already this year compared with 120 in all of 2006.
The new blast took to 181 the number of foreign soldiers killed in Afghanistan this year,
most of them in hostile action.

TROOP NEWS
THIS IS HOW BUSH BRINGS THE TROOPS HOME:
BRING THEM ALL HOME NOW, ALIVE

Burial service for Army Staff Sgt. Jason M. Butkus, 34, of West Milford, N.J., Sept. 24,
2007, at Arlington National Cemetery. Butkus was assigned to A Company, 1st
Battalion, 28th Infantry Regiment, 4th Infantry Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry
Division, out of Fort Riley, Kan. Butkus died Aug. 30 when his Humvee was hit by a
rocket-propelled grenade in Baghdad. (AP Photo/Haraz N. Ghanbari)

A Message For The Traitor Bush:
[As If He Gives A Shit]

Sherry Wolfe of Lancaster, Pa., stands in the crowd that came to hear President Bush
speak to the Lancaster Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Lancaster, Pa., Oct. 3,
2007. The back of her T-shirt reads ‘Brent Adams Killed Dec. 1, 2005, Ramadi Iraq.’
(AP Photo/Carolyn Kaster)

Do you have a friend or relative in the service? Forward GI Special along,
or send us the address if you wish and we’ll send it regularly. Whether in
Iraq or stuck on a base in the USA, this is extra important for your service
friend, too often cut off from access to encouraging news of growing
resistance to the war, inside the armed services and at home. Send email
requests to address up top or write to: The Military Project, Box 126, 2576
Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10025-5657

IRAQ RESISTANCE ROUNDUP

Resistance Action
10.6.07 (AP) & Reuters
In Baghdad, more than 1,000 residents gathered Saturday in the Shiite-dominated
western neighborhood of Washash to protest concrete partitions the military says
have been erected for their safety. Protesters said the walls serve more to keep
them cut off from the rest of the capital.
Salam Rasheed al-Iqabi, a local sheik, said the wall paralyzes the movement of the
people.
“We want the wall removed,” he told the AP Television News.
On Saturday, the decapitated bodies of two members of a [pro-Occupation] awakening
council in Iskandariyah, south of Baghdad, were found.
Guerrillas killed an off-duty member of Iraqi special forces in Mahaweel, 75 km (40
miles) south of Baghdad, police said.
A roadside bomb targeting a police patrol wounded two policemen and one civilian in
central Riyadh, 60 km (40 miles) southwest of Kirkuk, police said.
A car bomb targeting a police patrol wounded four policemen and a civilian in southern
Kirkuk, 250 km (155 miles) north of Baghdad, police said.
Guerrillas killed a police lieutenant and wounded a civilian when they shot at their car
outside Hawija, 70 km (43 miles) southwest of Kirkuk, police said.

IF YOU DON’T LIKE THE RESISTANCE
END THE OCCUPATION

FORWARD OBSERVATIONS

The Petraeus Metrics:
“Symptomatic Of A State Of
Ongoing Self-Delusion As Well As
Self-Congratulation”
“An Inherently Flawed And Overly
Optimistic Vision, Heavily Weighted
Toward ‘Progress’ And Ultimate
Success”
“The Metrics That Matter - Blood And
Treasure”
Chaos may - or may not - ensue in Iraq after our troops withdraw, but buying time
for more colorful benchmarks to be met, for more impressive metrics to be
produced, is unconscionable when we know it will entail thousands of additional
American casualties and hundreds of billions of taxpayer dollars.
These are the metrics that matter - blood and treasure.
04 October 2007 By William Astore, TomDispatch.com [Excerpts]
William J. Astore, a retired lieutenant colonel (USAF), earned a doctorate in
modern history from the University of Oxford in 1996.
He has taught military cadets at the Air Force Academy, officers at the Naval
Postgraduate School, and now teaches at the Pennsylvania College of
Technology.

**************************************
Even when U.S. forces can’t always “search and destroy” Iraqi insurgents and
terrorists, it turns out that they can search and deploy metrics indicative of
progress anyway.

But when such metrics are deployed, do they mean what our military thinks they
mean?
For example, General Petraeus noted that this year his troops had already found
and cleared more than 4,400 weapons and explosive caches, 1,700 more than in
all of 2006.
Is this, then, proof of better intelligence and interdiction techniques, as he claims?
Or is it a sign that these caches are proliferating?
Or that the insurgents are learning to disperse their weapons more effectively?
And what exactly constitutes a cache anyway? Two AK-47s and an old artillery
shell?
And is it possible that top-down pressure from the chain-of-command to show
results has inflated this figure?
In other words, is better counting (and possibly some creative accounting) behind
these figures?
***********************
One might be pardoned for asking: What makes our military think this way?
For these and other metrics are not lies (although lies may be folded into them); rather,
they are symptomatic of a state of ongoing self-delusion as well as self-congratulation.
Our military is structured to recognize and reward performance, and institutionally
we believe that “true” performance must be quantifiable. So we develop (invent is
often a better word) “metrics” to feed the beast.
Promotion (“fitness”) reports exhibit the Lake Wobegon Effect, where nearly every
officer and NCO turns out to be above average.
Commanders do their best to quantify, showcase, and elevate the accomplishments of
their units, even if results are nebulous or ephemeral.
The status reports Petraeus offered Congress, displayed on those giant, colorful
charts during the recent hearings, are at least in part a compilation of these
glowing reports.
The end result: an inherently flawed and overly optimistic vision, heavily weighted
toward “progress” and ultimate success.
While this may, in part, be a military version of the grade-inflation endemic in our schools
and culture, there are other signs that it is now rampant.
Medals and ribbons, for instance, have proliferated to such an extent that few have any
real meaning. Officers openly sneer about “PCS medals,” almost pro forma awards

received after a “permanent change in station” - that is, a new assignment, no matter
how peaceable. Many medals shout “been there,” rather than “done that.”
Some awards and decorations today are tied more to the military rank of the recipient
than to objective measures of merit.
Indeed, ribbons have proliferated like nuclear missiles during the Cold War.
I counted nine rows on Petraeus’ left breast during his Congressional hearings. If
they were a valid metric across time, he would be roughly thrice as capable and
valorous as George C. Marshall, perhaps America’s greatest soldier-statesman,
who somehow ran and won a world war while wearing only three rows of ribbons.
Yet those medals and militaria that our commanders wear are a kind of evidence.
Our military, they indicate, is so busy patting itself on the back that its medalbestowing has come to resemble those Little League tournaments where every kid
gets a trophy, win or lose.
We’re so busy celebrating how great we are that we’re failing to face reality.
Not all problems can be solved by applying more elbow grease and shouting
“Hooah.”
Our military will continue to showcase the metrics of success in Iraq because the system
itself is built on them.
It makes it unlikely indeed that military commanders will recognize how “bugging
out and calling it even” - the jaded advice of Private Hudson in Aliens - can, at
times, be the height of military wisdom.
****************************************
When it comes to Iraq, we seem to suffer from a baffling case of collective amnesia.
Think back to the spring of 2004. A friend of mine was then serving in the Green
Zone with the Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA), run by presidential appointee
L. Paul Bremer III.
Prior to the official handing over of “sovereignty” to the Iraqis in June of that year, he
wrote me that the CPA staff “accepted as given” widespread “corruption, private militias,
insecurity, and coming civil war.”
The “scariest” part, he added, “is that we’re supporting a regime which is seen as
completely illegitimate by the people it’s supposed to rule in the name of
democracy?. Even the Iraqis who welcomed us after Saddam have lost patience
with us and are pursuing other routes to power and national control.”
The whole operation, he concluded, “is a train wreck waiting to happen, and the
administration simply refused to acknowledge it, much less do anything about it.”

And for overseeing this train wreck, the Bush administration in December 2004 rewarded
Bremer with the Presidential Medal of Freedom.
Chaos may - or may not - ensue in Iraq after our troops withdraw, but buying time
for more colorful benchmarks to be met, for more impressive metrics to be
produced, is unconscionable when we know it will entail thousands of additional
American casualties and hundreds of billions of taxpayer dollars.
These are the metrics that matter - blood and treasure.

“I Believe It Is Time For The
Antiwar Movement To Relocate To
The Gates Of Every Military Base
In This Country, And Abroad”
“Widespread Resistance Within The
Military Was The Final Nail In The
Coffin Of The Vietnam War”
“We Are, In Fact, At War With Our Own
Government And System”
We need to shed the illusion that we can end the cycle of U.S. war mongering
though polite discourse with our congresswoman. We have to internalize the fact
that we are, in fact, at war with our own government and system.
September 28, 2007 Gerry Condon, Project Safe Haven [Excerpts]
It would appear, then, that the antiwar movement has been focusing its precious
energies in the wrong direction.
Four years of focusing on the U.S. Congress has achieved no meaningful results.
There is no democracy in Washington, DC.
David Zeiger did the world a great service when he made the film, Sir, No Sir!
This film uncovered a profound historical truth that is hard for many people to
comprehend:

Widespread resistance within the military was the final nail in the coffin of the
Vietnam War.
Rap groups. Coffee houses. Black Power meetings. GI newspapers. “Search and
avoid” missions. Massive desertions. Sabotage. Refusal to fight. Refusal to fly.
Refusal to train. “Fragging” of gung ho officers and NCOs. Withholding of intelligence
data. Deserter and draft resister exile bases in Europe and Canada. Campaigns to
unionize and democratize the military.
These acts of GI rebellion and organizing were organic, both spontaneous and planned.
The antiwar movement cannot will them into being.
GI resistance organizing must come from the GIs themselves. However, it is
somewhat unique in requiring lots of “outside” help from civilians. Some of this
work must necessarily be clandestine, but much of it can be done in the open.
One can assume that any effective efforts at reaching out to GI’s or supporting their
organizing will bring serious attention from various police and intelligence agencies.
GI organizers will most likely be infiltrated by government agents, as will their civilian
supporters.
The government spies will be there to provide intelligence, to provoke disputes, to
incite violence, to isolate and entrap leaders, and, in general, to attempt to
undermine the resistance.
******************************
To my knowledge, not a single civilian was prosecuted during the Vietnam War for
“aiding and abetting” AWOL GI’s or for stirring up resistance within the military.
Why this is the case, I do not know. Perhaps government and military leaders did not
want to bring attention to the GI resistance. There are certainly laws on the books they
could use. In the age of Homeland Security, anything is possible.
But until the government begins to aggressively pursue those who are supporting GI
resisters, we should consider this activity to be relatively low risk.
There is a taboo in the antiwar movement against actually calling on the troops to
resist. Only Iraq Veterans Against the War have begun to cross that line.
What is behind this taboo? I believe there are a number of factors. One is fear of the
perceived legal jeopardy. As I addressed above, this is somewhat of a myth. Nobody
has been prosecuted for encouraging GI’s to resist, not during the Vietnam War and not
since.
Another part of the taboo against calling on the troops to resist is that many
antiwar organizations, especially the larger and more established, are organized
as nonprofit organizations (501c3) for purposes of receiving tax-deductible
organizations.

They fear they might lose their nonprofit status if they advocate actions the
government would consider illegal.
To my knowledge, this has not happened. But nonprofits’ boards of directors tend to be
pretty conservative about such matters. Many of them also wrongfully believe that their
nonprofit status will be jeopardized if they engage in any advocacy or support legislative
proposals.
Underlying many of these concerns, I believe, is a very profound question: If we
ask GI’s to take the risks involved with resisting within the military, or going
AWOL, are we willing to share those risks?
Not everybody is in a position to do so. And relatively few people are committed
enough to risk the potential disruption of their lives, up to and including political
persecution and possible imprisonment.
In other words, if we aren’t ready to put our lives on the line, how can we ask
these young soldiers to do so?
********************************************
I believe it is time for the antiwar movement to relocate to the gates of every
military base in this country, and abroad.
Democracy has failed in Washington.
Seventy percent of the U.S. people want the troops out of Iraq as soon as
possible. But the Congress says no way. And the presidential candidates of both
parties say no way.
In this election cycle, the antiwar movement should not spend one ounce of its
energy backing any candidate who is not credibly committed to ending the war
and giving Iraq back to the Iraqis.
This is somewhat of a revolutionary proposal. But it now appears that nothing
short of a revolutionary movement will bring an end to the Iraq War.
Nothing less than a revolutionary movement will prevent the next war.
And nothing less than a revolutionary movement will finally put an end to the global
warring that is a central component of U.S. imperialism.
We need to shed the illusion that we can end the cycle of U.S. war mongering
though polite discourse with our congresswoman.
We have to internalize the fact that we are, in fact, at war with our own government
and system. We have to be willing to take risks.
And we have to be willing to ask others to take risks, especially when it is in their
own interests.

Another thing that is holding us back is that hardly anybody really knows how to do this
work. Few people have any relevant experience. And the mostly middle class and over40 peace movement does not know how to talk to the poor and working class youth of
today’s “volunteer” military.
But it’s high time we started learning. By trial and error.
For those of us in the Northwest, what better laboratory than Fort Lewis, one of
the largest Army bases providing troops to the Iraq War.
The local papers announce the deaths of Washington state GI’s almost daily.
Where are we?

“The single largest failure of the anti-war movement at this point
is the lack of outreach to the troops.” Tim Goodrich, Iraq
Veterans Against The War
“The military are the final, essential weak point of Bush and
Cheney.” David McReynolds 9.29.07

Sir! No Sir!:

At A Theatre Near You!
To find it: http://www.sirnosir.com/
The Sir! No Sir! DVD is on sale now, exclusively at
www.sirnosir.com.
Also available is a Soundtrack CD (which includes the entire song from the FTA
Show, “Soldier We Love You”), theatrical posters, tee shirts, and the DVD of “A
Night of Ferocious Joy,” a film about the first hip-hop antiwar concert against the
“War on Terror.”

BUY SIR! NO SIR! FOR ACTIVE DUTY SOLDIERS
NOW
HELP GET SIR! NO SIR!
INTO THE HANDS THAT NEED IT MOST

“There Is Only No War, Or More
War”
“What The Democrats Decry Is Not The
Occupation Itself, But Its Failure”
“Anyone who advocates leaving even a ‘residual force’ of American troops in Iraq
is actually supporting the continuation of the war, on largely the same terms as it
is being waged now.
September October 2007 Editorial, INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST REVIEW [Excerpts]
Faith in the Democrats is eroding—their “confidence” rating is down to 14 percent, the
lowest since Gallup started asking the question in 1973.
Therefore, we should emphasize a number of things.
First of all, as Cliff Floyd, writing in the August 13 CounterPunch, we should warn
against false withdrawal plans:
“Anyone who advocates leaving even a ‘residual force’ of American troops in Iraq is
actually supporting the continuation of the war, on largely the same terms as it is being
waged now.

“There is no “middle way. There is only no war, or more war.”
Secondly, we must point our that U.S. imperialist interests in the Middle East region are
bipartisan; that what the Democrats decry is not the occupation itself, but its failure and
that there are, as far as U.S. interests are concerned, no good options.
The leading figures in both parties are fully committed to finding ways to extend and
promote U.S. military, strategic, and economic interests in the region by any means
necessary.
No amount of rhetoric about withdrawal on their part will change this.

“Suddenly We’re At Abu Ghraib And
There Are No More Spiders To Play
With, So People Invent New Games”

August 5, 2007 Reviewed by Dewey Hammond, San Francisco Chronicle
A Buddhist soldier at Abu Ghraib; “The Sutras of Abu Ghraib,” written by Aidan Delgado
Aidan Delgado enlisted in the U.S. Army Reserve moments before the first of two planes
hit the World Trade Center on Sept. 11, 2001. His recruiter dropped him off at home on
the way to report to her unit. “I feel a swirl of emotion: confusion, fear, excitement ...” he
writes. “The country is under attack and I’m in the Army, sort of.”

He later found himself in the thick of Abu Ghraib, where a prisoner-torture scandal
rocked the world in April 2004. That same month, the Army granted him conscientiousobjector status because he is a Buddhist. He was then honorably discharged.
Delgado’s three-year experience in the Army is the basis of “The Sutras of Abu Ghraib:
Notes From a Conscientious Objector in Iraq.”
The book’s title is a bit misleading in the sense that nothing Delgado experienced at Abu
Ghraib had any impact on his decision to apply for CO status. The application had been
submitted months before he had ever been to the prison, probably before he’d ever
heard of it. But readers won’t feel duped.
“The Sutras of Abu Ghraib” is engaging and emotional, and some of its best material is
born out of the author’s time at the prison.
“One evening, Schumacher walks into our room with a glittering CD clenched in his fist,”
Delgado writes. “He asks to borrow Patterson’s computer, and the three of us sit down
to see what he’s got.” What he had were some of the first pictures of prisoner abuse at
Abu Ghraib.
More than nine months passed before the Army approved Delgado’s application for CO
status, during which time Delgado honored his responsibilities, both to the Army and to
his fellow soldiers, all of whom were aware of Delgado’s request. Although the soldiers
closest to him remained supportive, some victimized Delgado, and many despised him.
The son of an American diplomat, Delgado was raised in Cairo, where he learned to
speak Arabic. Although this was occasionally helpful in Iraq, it also made him an easier
target for those soldiers wishing to brand him a terrorist sympathizer. His family later
moved to Sarasota, Fla., where he enrolled in college. But he was apathetic about his
studies. When a professor booted him out of a Buddhism class because of poor
attendance, he joined the Army.
In the weeks before the start of basic training, he picked up a book on Buddhism,
ironically one of the ones he was supposed to have read in class. In “The Sutras of Abu
Ghraib,” he writes that he “didn’t become a Buddhist” but that he’d been one his whole
life and just never realized it. He read nonstop throughout the night, finishing one text on
Buddhism and moving on to the next.
Throughout the book, Delgado smartly avoids politics and focuses instead on his
experience. He peels away the layers of warfare and Army life, letting readers draw
their own conclusions. He offers candid opinions without riding the high horse. The war
is his antithesis, but many of its soldiers are his friends. He describes a particularly
difficult two-week personal leave that he spent in Florida: He missed the familiarity of
Iraq and felt sickened that the only place that felt like home was the place he wanted
more than anything to leave.
Delgado’s allegiance to Buddhism, a religion rooted in pacifism and positive behavior,
simply could not co-exist with the Army, though this was not a conclusion he reached
easily. For many months he tried to convince himself that the moral dilemmas he faced
in the Army might strengthen his faith. Eventually, though, he had to admit to himself
that there was no way for a Buddhist to also be a soldier. And even though he was only

a motor-pool mechanic, he knew that even fixing a tire was implicit support of the war
effort.
In addition to his duties as a mechanic, Delgado was assigned to be a radio operator at
Abu Ghraib’s headquarters, where he worked 24-hour shifts doing grunt work for senior
officers. Working with senior officers and experiencing firsthand the Army’s bureaucracy
and hypocrisy strengthened his resolve. It also gave him a unique vantage point on
Iraq’s most-famous prison.
Delgado started his tour in southern Iraq, far from Baghdad and most of the action. His
anecdotes about killing time in the desert are as interesting as those in which mortars
rain from the sky. Soldiers killed time with fights staged between camel spiders and
scorpions. They hunted rats, and when that got old they hunted malnourished dogs from
the backs of pickups.
That escalated into throwing garbage at Iraqi citizens. “Time skips forward,” he writes,
“and suddenly we’re at Abu Ghraib and there are no more spiders to play with, so people
invent new games.”

How To Help George W Bush Keep The
Iraq War Going
Comment: T
1. Take the attention off Iraq by filling the air with bullshit about some secret plan
to attack Iran really, really soon. Works best if you keep predicting it will happen in
the “next few weeks.”
Do this at least once every two months, just like you’ve been doing for the past three
years.
2. Take the attention off Iraq by filling the air with bullshit about this or that
“proof” that the attack on the World Trade Center 9/11 was a brilliantly executed
government conspiracy.
It’s particularly odd that people who ridicule the Bush regime for stupidity and
incompetence have no trouble also telling the world that the very same people they
ridicule as fumbling idiots carried out the most brilliant, successful, large-scale secret
military operation in world history.
It’s wearing out through. Time for a new one: The Bush Regime is building secret
missile bases on the dark side of the moon. They are staffed by aliens cloned from
Cheney who will be ordered to attack Norway in order to seize the North Sea oil fields.
Right after the attack on Iran, that is. And there is proof! Here it is! [Insert new lying
bullshit here.]
3. Take the heat off Bush by focusing attention on Cheney, pretending he runs
the government.

4. Take the attention off the 99% of Democrats in Congress opposed to immediate
withdrawal from Iraq by endlessly pointing to the one or two for it, if there still are
any for it. If not, pretend there are.
Lie, deceive, twist and spin every half-way measure to bring home some troops
sometime or other as a plan to bring all the troops home now. Get all snotty and
indignant when you get called on your lie, saying Congresswoman or Congressman SoAnd-So agrees but just can’t say so publicly.
5. Take the attention off the slaughter of U.S. troops and Iraqis going on now by
babbling stupid bullshit about how everything will be better after the next election.
6. Repeat endlessly that Republicans are fascists, so more people will support
the Imperial Democrats and their war plans. Sure Democrats will kill troops, Iraqis
and Afghans as they keep the wars going, but they’re not so in-your-face about it. And
that’s what counts, isn’t it? Imperial slaughter with a human face.
7. If some member of the armed forces refuses to serve in Iraq, but makes it
public that he or she would happily go kill people in Afghanistan, make the person
a hero.
Who gives a shit about dead Afghan citizens anyway? They have it coming, right? The
Democrat Party leadership wants to send more troops to Afghanistan, and what could be
more important that sucking up to Imperial Democrats?
And above all, while rightly defending the individual’s refusal to go to Iraq from
government attack, cover up the individuals’ “Kill Afghans” point of view. Dirty little
secrets like that are best not mentioned. The highest duty of leadership is lying to the
American people, just like Bush, right?
If some German soldier in World War II refused orders to go kill people in Denmark, and
told command he’d accept orders to go kill Jews instead, he’d be a hero, right?
8. Keep on telling even more stupid, silly lies about how many people show up for
this or that demonstration against the war. If 7,000 show up, say it was 100,000.
That will thoroughly discredit the movement against the war, and let the whole world
know that the demonstration organizers are cowards and liars who can’t face the truth,
just what Bush needs.
Above all, ignore history.
During the American war on Vietnam, at exactly the time the movement against
the war was spreading and gathering force inside the armed forces - the
movement that stopped the war when it became predominant - civilian marches
and rallies against the war were bringing out fewer and fewer people.
It didn’t help that various fools from opposing political groups organizing the DC
bullshit made sure to have rallies that competed with each other for public
support, instead of all showing up on the same day.

By the early 1970’s, everybody knew that the majority of Americans opposed the
war, and saw that marching around in DC appealing to the Imperial politicians
wasn’t stopping it. Duh.
Those in the movement who were reaching out to anti-war troops, and helping
them organize the resistance inside the armed forces that stopped the war, got it right.

“The single largest failure of the anti-war movement at this point
is the lack of outreach to the troops.” Tim Goodrich, Iraq
Veterans Against The War
“The military are the final, essential weak point of Bush and
Cheney.” David McReynolds 9.29.07

OCCUPATION REPORT

Good News For The Iraqi
Resistance!!
U.S. Occupation Commands’
Stupid Tactics Recruit Even More
Fighters To Kill U.S. Troops

Foreign occupation soldiers from U.S.A. search inside an Iraqi citizen’s house during a
night armed home invasion in the Zafraniya neighborhood, southeast of Baghdad,
September 5, 2007. REUTERS/Carlos Barria
Iraqi citizens have no right to resist home invasions by occupation soldiers from the
USA. If they do, they may be arrested, wounded, or killed.
[There’s nothing quite like invading somebody else’s country and busting into
their houses by force to arouse an intense desire to kill you in the patriotic, selfrespecting civilians who live there.
[But your commanders know that, don’t they? Don’t they?]
“In the States, if police burst into your house, kicking down doors and swearing at
you, you would call your lawyer and file a lawsuit,” said Wood, 42, from Iowa, who
did not accompany Halladay’s Charlie Company, from his battalion, on Thursday’s
raid. “Here, there are no lawyers. Their resources are limited, so they plant IEDs
(improvised explosive devices) instead.”

“My sons and wife were very terrified,” complained Muhannad Mihbas, 30, who
said his brother and six cousins were taken in the sweeps. “Does the security
plan mean arresting innocent people and scaring civilians at night?” BRIAN
MURPHY, AP, Feb. 27, 2007

OCCUPATION ISN’T LIBERATION
BRING ALL THE TROOPS HOME NOW!

The Faithful Dog Greets His Masters

Betrayus, left, Ambassador Crocker & the new chairman of the JCS, Adm. Mike Mullen,
pretend to talk with thieving collaborating traitor Prime Minister al-Maliki, right, and an
Iraqi translator, second right, during a meeting in Baghdad Oct. 5, 2007.(AP Photo/Iraqi
Government)

NEED SOME TRUTH? CHECK OUT TRAVELING
SOLDIER
Telling the truth - about the occupation or the criminals running the government in
Washington - is the first reason for Traveling Soldier. But we want to do more
than tell the truth; we want to report on the resistance - whether it’s in the streets
of Baghdad, New York, or inside the armed forces. Our goal is for Traveling
Soldier to become the thread that ties working-class people inside the armed
services together. We want this newsletter to be a weapon to help you organize
resistance within the armed forces. If you like what you’ve read, we hope that
you’ll join with us in building a network of active duty organizers.
http://www.traveling-soldier.org/ And join with Iraq War vets in the call to end the
occupation and bring our troops home now! (www.ivaw.org/)

DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK

“The Democratic Congress Is
Preparing, Once Again, To Give
Bush All The Funds He Wants For
The War”
“The Democrats Are Presenting
Themselves As More Competent
Managers Of The U.S. Imperial
Project”
9.21.07 Socialist Worker Editorial. [Excerpts]

Nearly a year after the Republican Congress was sent packing in election that revolved
around voters wanting to end the war, the Democratic Congress is preparing, once
again, to give Bush all the funds he wants for the war.
Why have the Democrats folded rather than take on one of the most unpopular-make that hated--presidents in U.S. history over the issue of Iraq?
The reasons go beyond their usual fear of being seen as “soft on national security.”
Rather, the Democrats are presenting themselves as more competent managers of
the U.S. imperial project.
They accept an emerging consensus in the U.S. foreign policy establishment for a “soft
partition” of Iraq--that is, divide and conquer.
That’s why the Democrats couldn’t be too tough on Petraeus--they accept much of his
“counterinsurgency” doctrine.
The Democrats accept this framework--which is why Congress continues to fund the
war, and Democratic candidates hem and haw about a full U.S. troop withdrawal.
For the antiwar movement, the main task is building the kind of organization that can tap
the overwhelming opposition to the war.
That means, first of all, challenging renewed propaganda from the media and politicians
about “success” in Iraq and laying out the reality: more than 1 million Iraqis dead as the
result of the conquest of the nation; nearly 5 million refugees; more than 3,700 U.S.
soldiers killed; a country where living standards once approached those of Southern
Europe now comparable to the most ravaged places on Earth.
The longer the U.S. occupation continues--in any form--the longer that suffering will
continue.

MORE:

Wow! Democracy!
You Get To Choose Which One
Will Order You To Die In Iraq!
NOT ANOTHER DEATH?
NOT ANOTHER DAY?
NOT ACCORDING TO THESE RATS

Traitor #1

[powerlineblog.com]

Traitor #2

washingtonpost.com

Traitor #3

graphics.jsonline.com

Traitor #4

pbs.org
On PBS Newshour, 10.4.07, Kucinich made clear his opposition to bringing all the
troops home now, and bragged about his plan to keep on killing more U.S. troops
and more Iraqis until some “international security and peacekeeping force,” that
exists nowhere but in his stupid, murderous fantasy life, arrives to replace U.S.
occupation forces.

According to this rat’s “plan,” U.S. troops keep right on dying and killing Iraqis,
on and on and on. There is no “international security and peacekeeping force” to
replace them.
He is not in favor of stopping the killing and dying now. If you’re for killing more
American troops and more Iraqis, by all means support him.
T
*****************************************
[Kucinich, 10.4.07, PBS Newshour interview:
REP. DENNIS KUCINICH: Well, you have to keep in mind that my plan calls for a
parallel process.
We end the occupation, close the bases, bring the troops home in parallel with an
international security and peacekeeping force that moves in as our troops leave.
I mean, that’s the way you bring an end to the U.S. involvement in Iraq.

CLASS WAR REPORTS

“Dollar Falls Again”
[Wall St. Journal Headline]
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