GI Special:

thomasfbarton@earthlink.net

7.15.09

Print it out: color best. Pass it on.

GI SPECIAL 7G11:

[The Economist]

“Once You’re Wounded,
They Basically Forget
About You”
Rats In Command Won’t Award
Purple Heart To “The Most-Decorated
Man In His Unit” --- Blown Up Twice
In Iraq And Declared Totally Disabled
By Army:

“He Feels Like The Florida National
Guard Abandoned Him When He Needed
It Most”

Retired Florida National Guard Sgt. Ernie Rivera has been ruled totally disabled by an
Army medical board.
The details of retired Florida National Guard Sgt. Ernie Rivera’s harrowing
deployment to Iraq are told in the thousands of pages of his medical file.
Severe traumatic brain injury. A cracked vertebrae. Surgically repaired shoulder.
Rivera, the most-decorated man in his unit, won two Bronze Stars for his service
in Iraq ending in mid 2007.
But he can’t get what he values most.
A Purple Heart.
The Army refuses to award Rivera a Purple Heart for harm to his brain and other less
serious injuries he suffered when he was blasted by a roadside bomb and then by a
second explosion in a fight with insurgents.
The refusal comes even after an Army medical board ruled that Rivera, who was
hospitalized for six months, was totally disabled by combat-related traumatic
brain injury, or TBI, and other injuries, records show.
One problem the Army cites to Rivera: Like many soldiers with TBI, he exhibited
the most severe symptoms weeks after the blast and wasn’t treated for any of his
injuries immediately.
The Army says it must be sure the brain injury was caused by combat to award the
medal, which is more difficult to do as time passes.

Rivera said he tried to ignore headaches and his increasing malaise for weeks after the
explosion, typical behavior in the Army’s macho culture.
"I’m being punished for toughing it out," said Rivera, 39, a father of two who was
treated at the James A. Haley VA Medical Center’s polytrauma unit in Tampa and a
Miami veterans hospital.
"I can’t see how a person can go through what I went through and still be denied a
Purple Heart."
But what makes his battle with the Army especially frustrating, Rivera said, is that
he has received little help from Florida Guard leaders who could have put
pressure on the Army.
Only on Thursday, after inquiries by the St. Petersburg Times, did the Guard offer him
help.
To veteran advocates, Rivera’s plight shows the struggles soldiers sometimes face
winning recognition for an injury, invisible and insidious, that maims without drawing
blood.
"You hope that this is just bureaucratic red tape that will be cleared up," said Paul
Sullivan, executive director of Veterans for Common Sense. "Soldiers shouldn’t have to
fight their government for their Purple Hearts."
*******************************************
After the roadside bomb exploded in Rivera’s convoy in December 2006, he thought he
had lucked out by escaping serious injury.
But in the weeks that followed, his symptoms worsened, including vertigo, muscle
weakness, memory loss, and problems with cognition, vision and hearing.
Rivera said his TBI was aggravated by a second blast while fighting insurgents weeks
later. Rivera was awarded a Bronze Star with valor for risking his life — and tearing up
his shoulder — helping rescue three children held hostage by insurgents.
Michael Lapine, a Florida National Guard medic who treated Rivera during his
deployment, saw the deterioration in Rivera as time passed.
Lapine said Rivera became shockingly forgetful. He had intense headaches. His
eardrums were both displaced in the direction of the blast — one bulging inward, the
other outward.
"It unnerved us," Lapine said. "He started acting different. His whole persona changed.
There was clearly something wrong."
Rivera, a platoon leader, stubbornly refused to leave his men and wasn’t evacuated from
the field until six months after the initial blast, Lapine confirmed.
Lapine said Rivera undoubtedly deserves the Purple Heart.

It was only back in the states that doctors discovered another injury unnoticed in Iraq. A
vertebrae in Rivera’s neck had fractured, which Rivera believes was caused by one of
the blasts.
TBI is often called the signature wound of the Iraq war, with some estimates that at least
one in five troops suffers the injury. To those who have it, the wound is as real as any
caused by a bullet or shrapnel.
Once a dealer of all-terrain vehicles and owner of a credit card processing company,
Rivera takes nine medications a day and may never work again.
"My life is never going to be the same," he said.
Army officials with knowledge of Rivera’s case could not be reached for comment.
Wayne Hall, an Army spokesman who commented generally about policy, said soldiers
suffering from TBI are eligible for a Purple Heart if their brain injuries are caused by
enemy action.
Hall said Rivera’s delayed treatment may have been key.
"If it’s not treated in pretty short order, there is no way to verify the injury he is now citing
came from the blast," Hall said. "No one questions that TBI is a valid injury. But how do
you verify what caused the TBI?"
The Army also told Rivera it rejected the Purple Heart because brain scans
months after his deployment revealed no hint of TBI.
But Dr. Steven Scott, director of Haley’s polytrauma unit, told the Times that TBI
often eludes brain scans.
The Army also refused Rivera a Purple Heart based on his vertebrae fracture and
shoulder injury. The Army said his shoulder injury was consistent with an exercise
ailment.
"That’s just ridiculous," Rivera said.
The Army’s medical board, which does not make the decision on the Purple Heart,
confirmed Rivera’s injuries were all caused in the line of duty.
Rivera has spent months looking for help.
He has repeatedly e-mailed the governor, Congress and Guard leadership. He
seldom got a response.
He said he feels like the Florida National Guard abandoned him when he needed it
most.
"Once you’re wounded, they basically forget about you," Rivera said.

At first, a Florida Guard spokesman told the Times nothing could be done to help
Rivera get the Purple Heart. Hours later, the Guard reversed itself, assigning its
inspector general to speak to the Army on Rivera’s behalf.
"I’m frankly surprised he was not approved for the Purple Heart," said Gen. Michael
Fleming, assistant adjutant general for the Florida Guard. "We want to assist him. He
shouldn’t have to feel it’s him against the world."
Rivera said he wants only what he deserves.
"It takes away from the validity of the Purple Heart," he said, "if you have to fight so hard
to get it."

IRAQ WAR REPORTS

Firefighter Killed In Iraq Leaves Behind
Wife, Four Sons
7/6/2009 The Republican
Roger Leeroy Adams, Jr. NORTH CAROLINA –
Sgt. Roger Leeroy Adams, Jr., 36, died June 29, 2009 while serving with the National
Guard in Iraq.
Roger was a member of the Half Moon Volunteer Fire Department where he served as a
Firefighter/EMT. He was also North Carolina Fire Fighter 1 & 2 Certified. He had served
with the Western Carteret Fire/EMS & Coastal Ambulance Service. Roger served in the
USMC for 13 years and then in the National Guard. In the past he worked with Hatteras
Yachts.
A Funeral Service will be held at the Jacksonville High School on Sunday, July 12, 2009
at 1:00 pm with Chaplain Mike Koonce officiating. A committal service will follow at the
Coastal Carolina State Veteran’s Cemetery with Military Honors.
He is survived by his wife: Teresa Adams and four sons, Tyler, Samuel, Maxwell and
Baylee all of the home; parents: Roger L. Adams, Sr. of Greenfield, Mass., Linda Deome
of Kentucky; brothers: Allen Weeks and Eddie Weeks both of Kentucky; sisters: Cheryl
Adams and Brandy Massey both of Kentucky.
Flowers will be accepted or memorials may be made to the rogeradamsfund.com.
Arrangements by Johnson Funeral Home, Jacksonville.

AFGHANISTAN WAR REPORTS

Two Marines Killed As Garmsir IED
Explodes

A US Marine runs to safety moments after an IED blast in Garmsir district of Helmand
Province in Afghanistan on Monday. Two US Marine soldiers were killed when the
explosion occured. Manpreet Romana / AFP - Getty Images
July 14, 2009 The Associated Press
KABUL, Afghanistan - Two U.S. Marines were killed in a "hostile incident" in southern
Afghanistan.
The Marines were killed in the southern Helmand province on Monday, U.S. military
spokeswoman Capt. Elizabeth Mathias said. She did not have other details.

Helicopter Shot Down In Sangin, Six
Killed
July 14, 2009 By FISNIK ABRASHI, Associated Press Writer & July 15 Reuters
Authorities in Moldova said a missile had shot down a Soviet-made Mi-26 helicopter
contracted by the NATO-led force in Afghanistan that belonged to an aviation company
in the ex-Soviet state, killing six Ukrainians on board.

In Afghanistan, the Taliban, leading the insurgency against foreign troops and the
Afghan government, said it had shot down a Chinook helicopter in southern Helmand
province.
Helmand province official Fazel Haq says the white helicopter crashed and caught fire
around daybreak Tuesday in Sangin district in the country’s south.
A spokesman for the NATO-led force says six civilians on board were killed and an
Afghan national on the ground was hurt.
In the former Soviet republic of Moldova, the government aviation authority said the Mi26 helicopter was struck by a missile or a rocket. The six-member crew were
Ukrainians, a statement said.
The Taliban claimed to have shot down a helicopter with dozens of British troops
aboard. NATO and Moldovan authorities said no one was aboard except the crew.
The aircraft belonged to the Pectox-Air aviation firm.

Farah IED Kills Italian Soldier, Three
More Wounded
14 July (AKI)
The Italian government has expressed its sympathy for the 25-year-old soldier who was
killed in a bomb attack in Afghanistan on Tuesday. Alessandro Di Lisio, a corporal major
from the southern city of Campobasso, was killed and three others were injured in a
roadside bomb attack near the western city of Farah in Afghanistan.
The soldier was a paratrooper from Italy’s 187th Folgore or Thunderbolt regiment.
Di Lisio is the first Italian soldier killed in Afghanistan in February 2008 and takes the
total death toll of Italian troops in Afghanistan since 2004 to 12.
Italy has 2,350 troops in Afghanistan, the fifth largest deployment after the United States,
Britain, Canada and Germany.
Italy is the commanding nation in Regional Command West, which covers the western
part of Afghanistan.

Two Danish Soldiers Wounded Near
Camp Armadillo

07-14-2009 By Thorbjørn Forsberg, press officer DABG, Army Operational Command
Two Danish soldiers were Tuesday morning, 14 July slightly wounded when their
armored personnel car was hit by an explosion, probably an IED (improvised explosive
device).
The two soldiers, both come from Ingeniørdetachementet in Danish Battle Group. Both
soldiers are out of danger and has even been able to ring home to their closest relatives.
The incident happened on the high ground (height reached by the edge of the Green
Zone), north of the camp Armadillo. There were engineers in the process of clearing an
observation post for the Danish tanks from which they had to support soldiers from
Charlie Company, on patrol in the Green Zone.
After the accident, the two injured soldiers evacuated by helicopter to the field hospital at
Camp Bastion, where they were examined further.
The incident had no direct relation to Brigadier-operation Panchai Palang (Pant’s Claws),
which is south of the Danish camp Price.

Two Polish Soldiers Wounded Near
Ghazni
07/14/09 Wiadomosci
Two Polish soldiers were lightly wounded in Afghanistan, as a result of the attack on the
patrol, which took place 10 km north-west of Ghazni, Mjr Marcin Gil told the press
section of the Polish Forces in Afghanistan projektne.

As U.S. Troops Focus On
Afghan South, “North Is
Spiraling Out Of Control”
“The Governor Of Balkh Province,
Puts The Rise In Violence Down
To The Behaviour Of International
Troops”

They “Do Not Respect The Laws Of
Afghanistan, Or The People’s
Customs And Traditions”
“They Arrest People Without Any
Evidence”
July 10, 2009 By Abdul Latif Sahak, Institute for War and Peace Reporting [Excerpts]
While British and American forces concentrate their efforts in southern Afghanistan, the
once-peaceful north is fast spiralling out of control with the Taleban making a number of
important gains.
They include the town of Chahrdara in Kunduz province, where a recent visitor reports
that the Taleban have set up their own administration to rival that loyal to the central
government, complete with tax collection and a court system.
The northern provinces -- Balkh, Kunduz, Jowzjan, Faryab, Sar-e-Pul and Baghlan -have seen a surge in violence over the past few months, with suicide attacks, armed
assaults and roadside bombs, and the insurgency appears to be gaining ground.
At the same time, the attention of the Afghan and international military remains firmly
focused on the south.
But while the war in the south consumes valuable time and resources, the north could
spiral out of control, warn international experts.
Over the past several years, the north has experienced many of the same problems that
have fuelled the insurgency in the southern part of the country.
Promised assistance has been slow to materialise; unemployment is high and the
central government is weak and cannot rein in commanders or warlords who terrorise
the populations under their control.
All of these factors, say local officials, are contributing to the rise of the Taleban and
other anti-government rebellions in the north.
While most agree that the problems are increasing, there is little consensus on the
reasons.
“We have many indicators that the insurgents have increased their operations in the
north,” said Engineer Mohammad Omar, governor of Kunduz. “The Taleban are able to
recruit those who have lost their jobs and need money.”
Some experts say the police training programme has been one of the major failures of
the post-Taleban years.

Richard Holbrooke, United States special envoy for Afghanistan and Pakistan, has
publicly called the Afghan police “the weak link in the security chain” and “an inadequate
organisation, riddled with corruption”. Now, as the insurgents spread out through the
country, the deficiencies of Afghanistan’s own security forces are being felt very keenly.
Atta Mohammad Noor, the governor of Balkh province, puts the rise in violence
down to the behaviour of international troops based in the country.
“(The foreign forces) do not respect the laws of Afghanistan, or the people’s
customs and traditions,” he said.
“They arrest people without any evidence, and it creates a distance between the
government and the people, and this can motivate people to join the opposition.”
Atta demanded, not for the first time, that non-Afghan troops leave the northern
provinces, saying that their presence was not making the area more secure.
Tribal elders in the north agree that the situation is deteriorating, but they have their own
interpretation of the reasons.
Ethnic tensions play a large role, according to Malek Khan Sherzai, head of the National
Unity of the Tribes of Afghanistan. Pashtuns feel discriminated against in the north, he
said, driving many of them to seek out the protection of the Taleban, who are largely of
Pashtun ethnicity.
“Over the past few months, 15 elders of three Pashtun tribes in the Dasht-e-Leili (a
desert in Jowzjan province) have been arrested by the local government,” he said.
Much of the north is dominated politically by traditional enemies of the Taleban – the
Jamiat-e-Islami faction headed by former president Burhanuddin Rabbani. Pashtuns
think that they are targeted because they are considered to be Taleban sympathisers,
whether or not this is the case.
”There are other groups in Dasht-e-Leili – Tajiks, Uzbeks, Hazara – but no one bothers
them,” said Sherzai.
But Mawlawi Jaan Mohammad, a member of the council of religious scholars in
Samangan province, blames foreign forces, much as the Balkh governor does.
“This is an Islamic country,” he said. “People here can tolerate many things - poverty,
unemployment, even martyrdom for Islam, but they will never tolerate actions which are
against their religion.”
Mohammad insisted that his group had proof that international troops have been
proselytising in Samangan.
“Religious scholars have evidence that foreign forces have distributed material on
Christianity and Judaism in Takht-e-Rustam,” he said, referring to an area of Samangan
that contains an ancient archaeological site. “This is something that helps the enemies.

The Muslim people of Afghanistan will definitely support the Taleban if they see such
actions.”
A recent report on Al Jazeera added fuel to the fire: a group of evangelical Christian
soldiers was filmed allegedly discussing the possible distribution of Bibles printed in Dari
and Pashto.
“You cannot proselytise, but you can give gifts,” one of the soldiers is heard to say.
Hajji Gul Alam, from Chahrbolak district in Balkh, blames the growing unrest on political
parties that try to eliminate their opponents by reporting them to the foreign or Afghan
security forces as possible insurgents.
“In Pashtun areas people are detained by foreign or local forces on charges of
cooperating with the Taleban or other insurgent groups,” he said. “People turn to
the opposition for protection.”
He gave the example of a teacher in Chahrbolak who was arrested by local forces
while he was in class.
“This is nonsense,” he insisted. “Those behind the insurgency are not teaching in
schools. This kind of action causes anger and hatred among the people and just
reinforces the Taleban propaganda.”

“There Are Deep Levels Of
Pessimism In Military And Political
Circles About How To Achieve An
Endgame In Afghanistan”
"Our Soldiers Are Dying In Order To
Guarantee What?"
Jul 13 By Ben Quinn, The Christian Science Monitor [Excerpts]
London – The British government is coming under fierce media and political pressure to
justify its military involvement in Afghanistan after attacks last week brought the death
toll for British troops past the total for the conflict in Iraq.
The full impact of the deaths of eight troops in just 24 hours was brought home Monday
by newspapers and broadcasters carrying extensive coverage of the names of the fallen,
including three 18-year-olds. The British death toll in Afghanistan rose to 184.
"The real question is also not about casualties, which are in themselves terrible and
particularly so for a smaller country, but the feeling that there is no clear political goal,"

says Anatol Lieven, a professor in the war studies department of London’s King’s
College.
But Professor Lieven says that, while it was not voiced publicly, there are deep levels of
pessimism in military and political circles about how to achieve an endgame in
Afghanistan.
"Our soldiers are dying in order to guarantee what?" asks Lieven. "Another five years for
an Afghan government which Western diplomats privately agree is utterly morally
bankrupt?"

EVERY BREATH YOU TAKE
EVERY MOVE YOU MAKE
I’LL BE WATCHING YOU

A Taliban fighter looks for the enemy through binoculars in an undisclosed location in
Afghanistan July 14, 2009. REUTERS/Stringer

IF YOU DON’T LIKE THE RESISTANCE
END THE OCCUPATIONS
OCCUPATION ISN’T LIBERATION
ALL TROOPS HOME NOW!

[For The 487th Time]

Militants fired a rocket-propelled grenade at a truck carrying fuel for Western forces in
Afghanistan, killing the driver, in the outskirts of Landi Kotal, a town in Khyber Agency
located in Pakistan’s North West Frontier Province, July 14, 2009. REUTERS/Stringer

SOMALIA WAR REPORTS

Somalia’s President Hails Victory, But
Rebels Retake Lost Ground
MOGADISHU, Somalia July 13 (Garowe Online)
Somalia’s interim president has hailed as a ‘victory’ yesterday’s fierce clashes between
pro-government forces and insurgents, where three African Union peacekeepers ([PROU.S. OCCUPATION TROOPS]) in the capital Mogadishu were among the dead, Radio
Garowe reports.
President Sheikh Sharif Ahmed told a Monday press conference at the Villa Somalia
presidential compound that government forces took control of areas formerly held by
insurgents.
AMISOM peacekeepers [Pro-U.S. occupation troops] were directly involved in Sunday’s
armed clashes with insurgents, officials and residents said.

The Ugandan army’s spokesman, Maj. Felix Kulayigye, told Ugandan media that three
AMISOM peacekeepers [Pro-U.S. occupation troops] were killed when a mortar
slammed into the Villa Somalia presidential palace, where AMISOM troops [Pro-U.S.
occupation troops] stand guard.
The AMISOM peacekeeping mission [Pro-U.S. occupation troops] is composed of 4,200
soldiers from Uganda and Burundi, but still far short of the 8,000-strong force the AU
authorized.
Local sources reported that AMISOM [Pro-U.S. occupation] tanks were involved in the
fighting and backed pro-government forces for the first time since the peacekeepers
arrived in March 2007.
Islamist insurgents retreated from key districts in north Mogadishu where yesterday’s
heavy battles took place, witnesses and government officials said.
But on Monday, the heavily-armed insurgents had returned to the districts of Kaaraan,
Shibis and Abdiaziz, with witnesses saying the insurgents and government forces are
within striking distance of each other.
There were no reports of fighting on Monday, however.
Sheikh Ali "Dheere" Mohamud, the spokesman for Al Shabaab insurgents, condemned
AMISOM peacekeepers [Pro-U.S. occupation troops] for backing government forces.
"We will make them feel like the Ethiopians," said the Al Shabaab spokesman, who was
referring to Ethiopia’s two-year military intervention in south-central Somalia that ended
in Jan. 2009.
Military tensions remain high in Mogadishu, where pro-government forces and
insurgents are gearing up for renewed clashes. Meanwhile, civilians continue to flee
violent-ridden districts but many civilians have been caught in the crossfire, according to
human rights groups and hospital sources.
Islamist militants are attempting to overthrow the Western-backed interim government in
Somalia, led by President Sheikh Sharif, himself a former Islamist insurgent leader.

2 French Agents Captured In Somalia
14 July 2009 By VOA News
Two French security advisors have been captured at gunpoint from a hotel in the Somali
capital, Mogadishu.
Witnesses say at least 10 insurgents stormed the Sahafi Hotel Tuesday, disarmed the
hotel guards, and grabbed the two foreigners from their rooms.

The captured men initially were believed to be journalists. But the French foreign
ministry says they were on an official mission, providing help in security matters
to the Somali transitional government.
Witnesses to Tuesday’s attack say the insurgents arrived in at least two vehicles, and
that some of them were wearing government uniforms.
Several government ministers live in the hotel, which also is popular with foreign
reporters.

Harakat Al-Shabab Mujideen Resistance
Forces Form New Administration Near
Wanla-Weyn Town
7/14/2009 AFGOI (Sh. M. Network)
The Islamic organization of Harakat Al-shabab Mujahideen has formed an Islamic
administration for Lego and Yak Bariweyne villages near Wanla-weyn town 90
kilometers south of the Somali capital Mogadishu, official told Shabelle radio on
Tuesday.
More officials of Harakat Al-shabab Mujahideen were meeting with the residents of Yak
Bariweyne and Lego villages near Wanla-weyn town in the border between Lower
Shabelle and Bay regions in southern Somalia and lastly concluded their meetings
forming an Islamic administration for the people there.
Sheik Aden Mo’alin Muse known as (Abu Keyda), head of security of Wanlaweyn town
told Shabelle radio that members of the residents, traditional elders, scholars and
businessmen had attended the gathering with high of officials of Harakat Al-shabab
Mujihideen in Lego and Yak Bariweyne villages where the new administrations were
appointed adding that it will be under the control of Harakat Al-shabab Mujahideen
management in the region.
Sheik Aden said that they will continue forming administrations to the residences around
the town adding that they will also form courts ruling the people with Sharia law calling
for the residents to work the peace and stability and cling to the holy Kutub (scripture)
and Sunnah of the Prophet Muhammad (Peace and bless be Up on Him).
The people and the traffic drivers who use the street that connects between Mogadishu
and Bay region had welcomed the move greatly and it comes as Harakat Al-shabab
Mujahideen forces were conducting operations there recently and lastly achieved to form
an Islamic administration for Lego and Yak Bariweyne in Lower Shabelle region in
southern Somalia.

TROOP NEWS
NOT ANOTHER DAY
NOT ANOTHER DOLLAR
NOT ANOTHER LIFE

Army Staff Sgt. William D. Vile, 27, of Philadelphia, Pa., May 21, 2009, at Arlington
National Cemetery. Vile died of wounds when insurgents attacked his unit using direct
fire on May 1 near the village of Nishagam, in Konar Province, Afghanistan. Vile was
assigned to the 1st Brigade, 1st Infantry Division, Fort Riley, Kansas. (AP Photo/Haraz
N. Ghanbari)

Federal “Judges” Just Love War
Profiteers:
Court Rules Soldier’s Wife Can’t Sue
KBR For Iraq Brain Injury Caused By
KBR:
“Carmichael Was Reportedly Left In A
Permanent Vegetative State”
7.13.09 Army Times

The wife of a soldier incapacitated by a brain injury in a wreck during a fuel convoy in
Iraq cannot sue the civilian contractor delivering the fuel, a federal appeals court ruled
June 30.
Sgt. Keith Carmichael was a gunner assigned to ride in a tanker truck operated by
Kellogg, Brown & Root during the 2004 convoy.
He was thrown and pinned beneath the truck when the civilian driver failed to
negotiate a curve.
Carmichael was reportedly left in a permanent vegetative state.
Annette Carmichael of Atlanta sued KBR on behalf of her husband, along with its former
parent company, Halliburton, and the driver in Georgia state court in 2006.
KBR sought for the lawsuit to be dismissed on grounds that the military was in charge of
handling the convoy, including security details and choosing the route to take from
Balad, north of Baghdad, to a U.S. air base 100 miles west of the Iraqi capital.
A panel of the 11th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals said June 30 it found “no judicially
manageable standards” to settle the suit.
“After thorough review, we conclude that adjudicating the plaintiff’s claims would require
extensive re-examination and second-guessing of many sensitive judgments
surrounding the conduct of a military convoy in war time,” stated the court’s opinion.

DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK

Troops Invited:
Comments, arguments, articles, and letters from service men
and women, and veterans, are especially welcome. Write to Box
126, 2576 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10025-5657 or send email
contact@militaryproject.org: Name, I.D., withheld unless you
request publication. Same address to unsubscribe. Phone:
917.677.8057

CLASS WAR REPORTS

[Thanks to Mark Shapiro, Military Project, who sent this in.]

DO YOU HAVE A FRIEND OR RELATIVE IN THE
MILITARY?
Forward GI Special along, or send us the address if you wish and we’ll
send it regularly. Whether in Iraq or stuck on a base in the USA, this is
extra important for your service friend, too often cut off from access to
encouraging news of growing resistance to the wars, inside the armed
services and at home. Send email requests to address up top or write to:

The Military Project, Box 126, 2576 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10025-5657.
Phone: 917.677.8057

Make Sure You Have The Right
Equipment For Those Special Moments

Striking construction workers march through the streets of Cape Town, July 14, 2009.
REUTERS/Mike Hutchings

Class War Iran:
“Right From The Beginning It Has
Been Workers, Unemployed Youth
And Students –Who Have Been In
The Forefront Of The Protests”
“In Working Class Districts Of
Tehran, Groups Of People Have Been

Throwing Paint On Photos Of The
Supreme Leader, And Using Every
Opportunity To Taunt The Religious
Militia With Slogans Such As ‘Death
To Khamenei’”
“With Every Day That Passes The Two
Reformist Candidates Are Losing
Support”
[Thanks to Max Watts, Australia, who sent this in.]
According to reports from Iran, on June 13, as the Moussavi camp dithered, it was
students and activists of the left who first took to the streets of Tehran in the
initial protests.
They were joined by demonstrators from working class districts of Tehran who
hate Ahmadinejad.
July 10, 2009 Yassamine Mather, Hands Off the People of Iran
The continuation of demonstrations and protests against the Islamic republic of Iran,
albeit on a smaller scale than two weeks ago, have fuelled further divisions at every level
of the religious state: the Shia scholars of Ghom oppose the clerics in the Council of
Guardians; leaders of the Pasdaran (Revolutionary Guard) are arrested for siding with
the ‘reformist camp’; senior ayatollahs are divided, with Ali Saneii and Ali Montazeri
declaring the election results fraudulent, while most other grand ayatollahs have
remained loyal to the supreme leader.
Nearly a month after the elections, the political crisis in Iran still dominates events in the
Middle East, while in the country itself most people, irrespective of their political
allegiance, agree that the situation has changed so dramatically over the last few weeks
that nothing in the Islamic republic will ever be the same again.
With the exception of isolated believers in conspiracy theories, no-one doubts
that the Iranian people have expressed loud and clear their desire for an end to
the current political system and – in view of the fact that the ‘reformists’ keep
wasting valuable time, still expecting miracles from above – it is the entire Islamic
order, not just the conservatives, whose future is called into question.
Let us be clear: most Iranians do not believe a word of government claims that the
protests were organised from outside Iran.

As far as they are concerned, this crisis has all the hallmarks of one made in the Islamic
republic.
The regime has relied on crisis after crisis to survive over the last 30 years, constantly
using real and imaginary foreign threats as an excuse for failure to deliver on any of its
promises of equality and prosperity for the masses.
A victory for Mir-Hossein Moussavi, coinciding with a new administration in the US,
carried the ‘danger’ of reducing, albeit temporarily, tensions with America, thus depriving
the Islamic regime of its convenient external scapegoat. That could not be allowed to
happen.
The supreme leader, ayatollah Ali Khamenei, admits he favoured Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad and clearly as early as this spring, before the ‘selection’ of the final
candidates, plans for an Ahmadinejad victory were in the pipeline.
Our arrogant supreme leader could not resist the temptation of a premature
announcement. From April he used a number of public occasions to declare his wish
for, and confidence in, four more years of an Ahmadinejad presidency.
Presumably this is when plans for the stuffing of ballot boxes were organised – boxes
that were still being discovered in the corridors and libraries of the ministry of the interior
last week.
However, at a time of conflict over the country’s nuclear programme, Iran’s rulers
needed to demonstrate their legitimacy to the ‘international community’.
Ignoring the level of dissatisfaction and opposition that existed in the country, once the
number of candidates was reduced to four members of the inner circles of the religious
state’s factions, an election show beyond anything seen in the last 30 years was
sanctioned. The press and the media of the reformist faction were given a short-lived
relative freedom.
Within the framework of the existing order, all four candidates were allowed to expose
the shortcomings of their opponents.
Corruption, incompetence, lies and deceit came out into the open, and even
Ahmadinejad, certain of Khamenei’s backing, went beyond the normal red lines of the
Shia state.
But the elite of the Islamic republic, in both factions, underestimated the level of hatred
and anger towards the regime amongst the young, who make up over 70% of the
population.
An Iranian sociologist, speaking from Tehran, compared this anger to a glass of water
getting fuller and fuller: “We all failed to notice it, until the last drop – but then the
election process caused it to overflow.”
Most Iranians were already familiar with the huge wealth, accumulated through
corruption, of Ali Akbar Rafsanjani, former president and current chairman of the
Assembly of Experts.

It was the foreign account of Khamenei’s close relatives (including his son, whose
personal account of £1.6 billion has been frozen in London) and the charts showing the
position of Ahmadinejad’s relatives in the most important financial posts that deprived
the conservative front runner of any credibility. Looking back at the turbulent election
period, clearly workers’ organisations and Marxist groups who advocated a boycott, at a
time of mass hysteria around Moussavi’s candidacy, were right to do so.
It is obvious that Khamenei, surrounded as he is by subservient advisers,
underestimated the fury that followed the dashing of hopes – otherwise he might have
chosen a more modest percentage for the Ahmadinejad ‘victory’.
But in order to establish Ahmadinejad as the truly legitimate leader of the Iranian people,
Khamenei needed a higher vote than the 20 million claimed by Khatami in 1997.
Looking back at the election, it is possible that the Islamic order could have been saved
had the regime decided to pull an Ahmadinejad victory with a smaller margin or even in
the second round.
Alternatively, a Moussavi presidency, despite the problems posed by his exaggerated
promises of personal freedom within the religious state, would undoubtedly have
lengthened the life of the Islamic regime by a few years, until yet another generation of
Iranian youth, fooled by promises of reform, witnessed the ineptitude and unwillingness
to change of our modernist Islamists.
Once the results were announced, however, it soon became clear that Moussavi is
a weak character – and his popularity continues to plummet, as he struggles to
tail the mass movement.
According to reports from Iran, on June 13, as the Moussavi camp dithered, it was
students and activists of the left who first took to the streets of Tehran in the
initial protests.
They were joined by demonstrators from working class districts of Tehran who
hate Ahmadinejad.
In the words of a leaflet by Iran Khodro workers, his “exhibitionist distribution of cash in
the poor districts of major cities is an insult to the Iranian working class”.
Oil workers in Tehran state that Iranian workers, whose strikes in 1979 brought
down the shah, do not want charity and remind us of their demands over the last
four years: the abolition of ‘white’ (temporary) contracts, an end to mass
unemployment and low wages, the prompt payment of wages, better housing –
the real grievances of the poor and the working class.
Workers in Iran are well aware that Ahmadinejad’s government cannot and will not
respond to such demands – it is still seeking to maintain its position as the IMF’s
model for the implementation of neoliberal economic policies.

Iran Khodro workers warn of the disastrous consequences of printing money during
hyperinflation and compare Ahmadinejad’s economic policies with those of Mugabe in
Zimbabwe.
Addressing fellow workers, they say: “It is the Iranian working class who will pay
for Ahmadinejad’s mad economic policies.”
In fact right from the beginning it has been workers, unemployed youth and
students – who have suffered under four years of military presence on campuses
– who have been in the forefront of the protests.
Young women in particular hate the regime for its constant interference in their daily
lives. They are the ones whose early presence on the streets of Tehran on June 15
encouraged hundreds of thousands of people – including, yes, people from Tehran’s
middle class districts – to join the protests, which prompted Moussavi to attend the
demonstration himself late in the afternoon.
They are the ones who are continuing the protests even as the repression intensifies. In
the absence of any clear direction from Moussavi or fellow reformist candidate Mehdi
Karroubi, these are the forces that have called for demonstrations on July 9, the
anniversary of the student protests of 1998.
No-one can doubt the significance of June 15. For years Iranians had felt isolated,
demoralised and fearful of the regime.
On that Monday, according to Tehran’s mayor, around three million people were on the
streets of the capital. In Isfahan, the historic Shah Jahan square – one of the largest
open squares in the world – was jammed with protesters. Shiraz and Tabriz saw
similarly huge demonstrations. The Iranian people had finally spoken and the solidarity
they found in those protests has given them unprecedented confidence and the sense of
victory.
As in 1979, it is this confidence that encourages them to confront the most brutal forms
of repression with courage and determination.
Unarmed demonstrators confront the Bassij, apparently with no fear for their
lives, and those who claim that such courage and determination are a feature of
the middle classes have no understanding of the realities of Iranian society.
Last week during a protest in a shanty town near Tehran, where the regular battles
of those living beyond the official Tehran border with the authorities has resulted
in the deployment of the Bassij (the hated Islamic militia used against protesters),
the crowd shouted “Death to the dictator”, attacked the Bassij and succeeded in
forcing them to retreat, leaving behind their motorcycles.
In working class districts of Tehran, groups of people have been throwing paint on
photos of the supreme leader, writing slogans under his portraits and using every
opportunity to taunt the religious militia with slogans such as ‘Death to Khamenei’ and
the rhyming chant, “Rahbar ma ola-gheh – ye dastesham cholagheh” (“Our supreme
leader is an ass – one of his arms is paralysed”). Iran’s state television is also under

attack after broadcasting the ‘confessions’ of young demonstrators, who, bruised and
exhausted, are shown on TV admitting they are ‘agents of foreign powers’.
If the middle class districts of Tehran have been quiet during the day (at night
people do go on rooftops throughout the city), the working class districts – in the
factories, mines and shanty towns – have been the scene of impromptu protests.
On July 1 thousands of workers in a mine in Khouzestan province started a strike
and when security forces arrived to disperse a sit-in, the workers shouted “Death
to the dictator”.
Haft Tapeh sugar cane workers restarted their strike on Sunday July 5, accusing
the authorities of failing to deal with their previous demands.
Discussions about a general strike are continuing and last week after almost three
weeks of organising demonstrations, an organisation calling itself the Workers’
Committee in Defence of Mass Protests issued a number of statements regarding the
organisation of demonstrations – security measures that should be taken, advice on
what to do if the Bassij attack, as well as detailed suggestions regarding civil
disobedience.
With every day that passes the two reformist candidates are losing support.
Having spent two weeks hoping for a breakthrough with the cleric-led Guardian Council,
Karroubi, Moussavi and finally former reformist president Mohammad Khatami issued
statements calling the election results, together with the new government, illegitimate.
However, ordinary Iranians are furious at Moussavi’s reference to the current debacle as
an argument “within the Islamic family”, while the reformists’ ally in the Council of
Experts, ayatollah Rafsanjani was seeking the vote of enough ‘councillors’ in order to
demote, or at least put pressure on, the supreme leader.
As always, the reformists are aware that their destiny is tied to the that of the
regime, yet by seeking solutions within the ruling circles, while promising the
impossible to the crowds in the street, they are digging their own graves.
They know they only gained support in June 2009 because many Iranians decided
to opt for the lesser of two evils.
Once the clerical regime denied this limited opportunity and slammed the door,
the days of support for Moussavi and Karroubi were numbered.
However, no-one should underestimate the effect this unprecedented schism at the
highest level of the Islamic regime will have.
The Islamic republic is a complicated beast. Power lies in a twisted web of clerical,
executive, judicial and military circles: the Guardian Council, the Council of Experts, the
majles (Islamic parliament), Council for the Safeguarding of National Interests, the
government led by the president, civil, criminal and ‘revolutionary’ (political) courts, the
army/Pasdaran, Bassij, various Islamic associations (some calling themselves parties)

Until now all of these forces, whatever their differences and factional allegiances, ended
up obeying the supreme leader.
In fact throughout the last 30 years the most important role played by both Khomeini and
Khamenei, as vali faghih (supreme leader), was as an arbiter of power between the
various factions.
All this came to an end on June 19, when Khamenei declared the presidential voting
results accurate and sided with Ahmadinejad.
It is therefore correct, as Hamid Dabashi does in the Cairo weekly, Al Ahram, to identify
the supreme leader as the principal loser in the current situation (June 25-July 1).
The second loser is Ahmadinejad – the incompetent racist who in the 1980s was
an interrogator in Evin prison, often leading the post-torture questioning of
leftwing activists, and who is in his element as the loyal servant of the supreme
cleric.
The reformists are also losers in this process – every day that goes by, their
support continues to drop.
They are caught in a corner, trying to save an Islamic order that is not prepared to
compromise even with them.
But there are winners too – the peoples of Iran, the demonstrators, those who risk their
lives every day against the regime and its military might. The repression is severe, brutal
and unlike anything seen since the 1980s.
However, this only shows the desperation of the regime.
The demonstrators are winning.
The creative way in which they have used every opportunity to voice their hatred of the
current regime has given them hope and confidence, which makes it certain that the
current conflict will not end until the regime is overthrown.
It has made too many enemies, especially amongst the youth and the poor, for anyone
to be able to contemplate its survival.
In the forefront of those who have defied fear and repression to go onto the
streets of Tehran are women (many of them under 30) who will never forget how
Pasdars arrested them for showing a fringe of hair and how they were
subsequently flogged (in many cases 60-80 lashes) for this ‘crime’.
Young men and women who over the last decades have been arrested, humiliated
and imprisoned not just for expressing political opinions, but in hundreds of
thousands of cases for failing to adhere to strict interpretations of Islamic dress
or behavioural codes.
Students who are tired of the interference of the state in every aspect of their
private and public lives; workers who have faced poverty, non-payment of wages;

shantytown dwellers who are in daily conflict with the authorities over lack of
water or electricity; relatives of those killed by the regime, and not just in recent
protests, when at least 100 people have lost their lives, but also of those executed
by the regime for their political beliefs in 1979, the 1980s and 90s (and let us not
forget that the executioners of Iran’s political prisoners belong to both the
‘reformist’ and the conservative camp): none of them will forgive or forget the
criminals responsible.
In the last few days parents of those arrested in recent demonstrations have been
gathering every lunchtime outside Iranian prisons, demanding the release of the
prisoners and justice for those killed by the Bassij.
Too many people in Iran find another four years of Ahmadinejad too awful to
contemplate – they will not stop their protests, with or without Moussavi and Karroubi.
The Islamic regime had the chance to entice people with promises of a slightly less
repressive order under a Moussavi presidency, but blew it.
However, faced with severe repression at home and the continued threat of military
attack (a second Israeli nuclear submarine is now getting close to the Persian Gulf), the
one kind of ‘solidarity’ the people of Iran do not need is the one offered by the imperialist
states and their ‘regime change’ associates in Iran.
The enemies of the Iranian working class – in the Moussavi camp, amongst
royalists or within the confused left – will seek support from European states, the
US administration, rightwing trade unions, liberal NGOs, media personalities …
while the defenders of the Iranian working class will remain vigilant in choosing
our allies.
In Hands Off the People of Iran we have maintained our consistent, principled, antiimperialist, anti-regime stance, and we are in an excellent position to build a much larger
campaign in support of the struggles of the Iranian people. In doing so we welcome the
cooperation of all Iranian and international forces that share our principles.
But let me be clear – we cannot unite with supporters of Moussavi or those who
seek war or sanctions instead of, or as a short cut to, revolutionary change from
below.
We will not suspend our criticisms of those prepared to tolerate imperialist war or
economic sanctions – measures that will harm Iranian workers first and foremost.
There are calls for political sanctions against Iran now being proposed by liberals such
as Shirin Ebadi and by two of the three splinters from the Worker-communist Party of
Iran.
It is not our business to advise Washington or London what measures they ought
to take against Tehran – quite the opposite.
We say they should stop interfering in Iran.

Instead we seek solidarity from below – amongst workers, trade unionists and
anti-capitalist forces – with the struggles of the Iranian people.
That is the essence of our politics and we will not be diverted from it.
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