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“A Shot in the Foot”
60 Minutes Does Rambo In
Afghanistan:
“Troops Like These Young Green
Berets Have Been Impaled On A Task
They Can’t Possibly Accomplish In A
Conflict Nobody Could Possibly Win”
“They Don’t Deserve To Be Exploited
Any Worse Than They’ve Already Been”
[Thanks to Mark Shapiro, Military Resistance, who sent this in.]

February 05, 2010 By Commander Jeff Huber, U.S. Navy (Retired), Pen And Sword
[Excerpts]
“The Quiet Professionals,” a January 31 60 Minutes profile of Green Berets in
Afghanistan, garnered mixed reviews from the polloi.
Some observers found the segment to be an unabashed piece of pro-war propaganda.
Others thought CBS purposely set out to do a hatchet job on the military in general and
Special Forces in particular.
Both perspectives have merit.
Overall, the piece gave one the distinct impression that neither CBS nor the
military’s Strategic Communication Directorate (yes, they really call it that) in
Afghanistan knew what they were doing.
Some of the harshest criticism of the piece was aimed at 60 Minutes’ decision to assign
the piece to British CBS newsmodel Lara Logan. Lara tells us during the intro that 60
Minutes “was given unprecedented access to a team of Green Berets, ‘ODA 7215.’ For
two and a half months, our team lived with them, trained with them and went to battle
with them.”
It was painfully obvious over the course of the story that lovely Lara was not part of “our
team.”
She flew into Afghanistan for maybe an hour to do interviews, taped the intro and
voiceovers back home in the CBS studios, and flitted off to the next glamorous thing she
had to do.
(That’s how most of the 60 Minutes headliners work; but it was particularly annoying to
see cutesy Lara with the sultry accent doing the phantom anchoring on this particular
story.)
CBS didn’t get that kind of access without kissing up large to Rear Admiral Gregory
Smith, the career public affairs officer who heads the Strategic Communication
Directorate.
That’s right, the man rose to the two-star level in the military as a full-time bull feather
merchant.
He’s presently in charge of information operations in the Af-Pak theater which means
he’s General Stanley McChrystal’s propaganda chief. Smith didn’t get where he is by
being dumb, and he didn’t let 60 Minutes into the hen house without expecting that he
could control the message the way he controlled the message when 60 Minutes did the
infomercial with McChrystal in September. This time, Smith got some of what he wanted
out of CBS but he mostly didn’t.
The opening was auspicious enough. The Green Berets, Lara told us, are known as the
“quiet professionals” who mostly work “unnoticed and unrecognized” and they’re “among
the best soldiers America has.”

So far, so good, except that the “quiet professionals” sobriquet sounds like something
Smith’s ad men cooked up.
Lara’s initial interview is with a good-looking kid named Martin who wears Ray Bans (the
identity of every Green Beret shown was hidden) and who tells Lara, “We’re definitely
not Rambo, you know? He was a Green Beret. That’s not us at all."
Both Martin and 60 Minutes then proceed to show and tell us how Rambo-like Martin is.

A Shot in the Foot
“Martin is 6′1" and 220 pounds,” Lara purrs. “He can bench-press almost twice his body
weight.” We see video of Martin in a gym doing preacher curls.
On the nature of his job, Martin tells Lara, “There are miserable times where you kinda
look at yourself and you’re like, ‘What?’ You know. ‘Why am I running towards the
gunfire?’ But then there are times where I just couldn’t see myself doing anything else,"
Martin explained.
"Is it who you are?" Lara asks.
It goes on like this.
We see film of Martin getting shot by one of the Afghan commando he’s supposed to be
training. “Two bullets from a machine gun ripped through his legs,” Lara says, a hint of
concern in her voice. Martin thought he’d stepped on a mine.
He tells Lara that his leg began to spasm and then he felt a burning sensation.
“Is that burning sensation you described commonly known as pain?" Logan asks.
"It’s only pain when you acknowledge it,” Martin says bravely.
“There’s work that has to be done. You don’t have the luxury of self pity,” Martin says
stoically.
Lara then tells us in a voiceover that Martin, who is a medic, refused to take morphine so
he could dress his own wounds. At this point I flashed on Bill Murray in Caddy Shack
singing Silver wings…upon their chest… We see Martin walking around the next day, his
wound dressed with a gauze pad. Things could have been worse for Martin, most
observers would reckon.
We meet another Green Beret named Brent, a personable enough guy who
becomes the goat of the segment when he stands guard on a road during a
daylight raid.
A truckload of Afghans come down the road and Brent shoots twice. He later
says these were warning shots.

When the episode is over, two Afghan boys in the bed of the truck, aged 12 and
13, got hit by those two warning shots. The 12 year old was shot in the leg, a leg
that looks a whole lot worse than Martin’s leg did. The 13 year old had to be
treated for a sucking chest wound.
Brent says the warning shots must have ricocheted off the road.
That these two warning shots, fired from a silenced rifle, could have skipped off
the road and hit these two kids challenges credibility.
One can’t help think there was a lot more to the scenario than CBS and or the
Strategic Communication Directorate allowed us to see and that a lot more people
than Martin were involved.
Lara didn’t ask Martin if he was blowing smoke up her skirt, and 60 Minutes has
yet to explain why it accepted such a lame narrative.
The day after an Afghan commando-under-instruction shoots Martin in the leg,
another one shoots himself in the foot.
The Green Berets go back to basics, re-teaching the Afghans how to load their
weapons and switch the safeties on.
The Afghans can’t even do that right. These Afghan commandos are supposed to
be the best soldiers in their Army.
They had three months of “advanced training” before coming under the tutelage of the
Green Berets.
Lara doesn’t ask why Afghan militiamen fight so well while Afghan’s best soldiers,
trained by America’s best soldiers, are such a pile of Sad Sacks.
Lara asks Martin what he thinks of the Afghan commandos; Martin says they have “a lot
of potential,” something that Smith’s henchmen have obviously coached him to say. Lara
kids him about it.
Lara gets another coached answer when another Green Beret named Bill feeds her the
Ministry of Truth manifesto on Afghanistan: “I absolutely believe we need to stay here
and see it through," Bill says.
Lara finally asks a pertinent question: "What does seeing it through mean? I
mean, what is the end state?"
Bill does a Jackie Gleason hamana-hamana and blurts out that the end state will
involve the Afghans saying, “Okay, thanks. We don’t need you anymore you
know.”
Like, um, actually, you know, you can totally go home now, dudes.

Lamentably, laughably tragically, Bill’s sputtered attempt at describing an end
state in Afghanistan sounded as good if not better than anything our four-stars
and civilian leaders have come up with.
It was despicable of Smith (and by extension McChrystal) to attempt to use enlisted
troops to sell a cockamamie war to the American public, and just as bad for CBS to
exploit an opportunity that, frankly, made those enlisted troops look pretty bad.
If CBS wanted to hold somebody’s feet to the fire, they should have hammered
McChrystal when they had the chance.
Troops like these young Green Berets have been impaled on a task they can’t
possibly accomplish in a conflict nobody could possibly win.
They don’t deserve to be exploited any worse than they’ve already been.

IRAQ WAR REPORTS

So Much For That “Sovereign Iraq”
Bullshit:
U.S. Occupation Forces Postpone
Release Of Kirkuk Prisoners
January 23, 2010 Aswat Al Iraq
KIRKUK: Aswat al-Iraq: U.S. forces have postponed the release of several detainees
from Kirkuk residents until after the upcoming parliamentary election despite a lack of
evidence against them, a member of Kirkuk’s provincial council said on Saturday.
“The U.S. forces have informed the council that they will postpone the release of 14
detainees from their jails until March 14, 2010,” Ramla Hameed al-Obeidi, who belongs
to the council’s Arab List, told Aswat al-Iraq news agency.
The delay has been attributed to the forces’ occupation with security plans to protect
voting centers all over the country, according to Obeidi.

AFGHANISTAN WAR REPORTS

U.S. Servicemember Killed Somewhere
Or Other In Afghanistan Tuesday
(Feb. 9 IJC Public Affairs Office
An ISAF servicemember from the United States died following an IED strike in southern
Afghanistan today.

Soldier from 36 Engineer Regiment
Killed In Nad ‘Ali
9 Feb 10 Ministry of Defence
It is with sadness that the Ministry of Defence must confirm that a soldier from 36
Engineer Regiment, part of the Counter-IED Task Force, was killed in Afghanistan
yesterday, Monday 8 February 2010.
The soldier was killed as a result of an explosion which happened in the Nad 'Ali district
of central Helmand province.

French Soldier Killed In Kapisa
February 9, 2010 By ROD NORDLAND, The New York Times
A French soldier was killed Tuesday in a firefight with insurgents in eastern Afghanistan,
according to a statement from President Nicolas Sarkozy’s office. The soldier had been
part of a French Army unit escorting an Afghan National Army convoy in Kapisa
Province, the statement said.

Another Foreign Occupation Soldier
Killed Somewhere Or Other In
Afghanistan;
Nationality Not Announced
February 9, 2010 By ROD NORDLAND, The New York Times
A soldier of unidentified nationality was killed by a roadside bomb in southern
Afghanistan, NATO’s International Security Assistance Force said in news releases.

“Companies Closer To Marjah Face Daily
Skirmishes And Bombings”
Feb 9 By ALFRED de MONTESQUIOU, Associated Press Writer [Excerpts]
OUTPOST BELLEAU WOOD, Afghanistan (AP) -- Take a desert of yellow-orange dust
so flat it looks like Mars, with a freezing wind that blows so hard it can lift a large tent.
Add hundreds of U.S. Marines, squads of Afghan soldiers, some Drug Enforcement
Administration agents, a few private contractors, along with dozens of armored cars,
mine breachers and an improvised helicopter landing zone.
That's Outpost Belleau Wood, a Marine base near the edge of the Taliban-controlled
town of Marjah, which the Marines plan to attack in the coming days.
Several units from the battalion are already pushing in toward the town, where an
estimated 600 fighters are entrenched.
While the outpost has been hit only once, companies closer to Marjah face daily
skirmishes and bombings.

BEEN ON THE JOB TOO LONG:
COME ON HOME, NOW

U.S. Army soldiers from Dagger Company, 2-12 Infantry on patrol in Kolack, a village in
the Korengal Valley, Kunar province, northeastern Afghanistan, Jan. 19, 2010. The
soldiers from Task Force Lethal regularly exchange fire with Taliban militants who
operate in the hillsides of the Pech and Korengal valleys. (AP Photo/Brennan Linsley)

After their base came under attack with high-explosive projectiles and machine gun fire,
and returned fire, two members of a U.S. Army mortar team on standby rest by their
81mm mortar emplacement, at Combat Outpost Michigan, in the Pech Valley, Kunar
province, northeastern Afghanistan, Jan. 21, 2010. The soldiers from the 2-12 Infantry,
Task Force Lethal at COP Michigan regularly receive small and large-arms fire from
Taliban militants who operate in the hillsides overlooking the base. (AP Photo/Brennan
Linsley)

U.S. Army soldiers of the 2-12 Infantry enter their base, COP Michigan, in the Pech
Valley, Kunar province, northeastern Afghanistan, Jan. 23, 2010. (AP Photo/Brennan
Linsley

Good News For The Afghan
Resistance!!
U.S. Occupation Commands’
Stupid Tactics Recruit Even More
Fighters To Kill U.S. Troops

A foreign occupation soldier from the U.S. Army takes finger prints of an Afghan driver
stopped at gunpoint at a checkpoint, west of Lashkar Gah in Helmand province,
southern Afghanistan, Feb. 9, 2010. (AP Photo/Pier Paolo Cito)
Foreign occupation soldiers from the USA make a daily practice of publicly humiliating
Afghan citizens.
This encourages self-respecting honorable Afghans to kill them.
[Fair is fair. Let’s bring 80,000 Afghan troops over here to the USA.
They can kill people at checkpoints, bust into their houses with force and
violence, bomb and butcher their families, overthrow the government, put a new
one in office they like better and call it “sovereign,” and “detain” anybody who
doesn’t like it in a U.S. military prison in the invaded nation without any charges
being filed against them, or any trial.
[Those Afghans are sure a bunch of backward primitives.

[They actually resent this help, have the absurd notion that it’s bad their country
is occupied by a foreign military dictatorship killing them wholesale, and consider
it their patriotic duty to fight and kill the soldiers sent to grab their country.
[What a bunch of silly people.
[How fortunate they are to live under a military dictatorship run by Barrack
Obama. Why, how could anybody not love that? You’d want that in your home
town, right?]

“The Proportion Of People Who
Think That The Foreign Forces Are
Good Is Very Small”
“They Believe That The Foreigners
Are Here To Try And Change
Afghanistan For Their Own Benefit”
“So Whatever You Do They Won't
Change Their Minds"
[Thanks to Mark Shapiro, Military Resistance, who sent this in.]
February 9, 2010 Tom Coghlan and Deborah Haynes, The Times [Excerpts]
Operation Mastarak is expected to involve up to 10,000 troops in a concerted drive to
reclaim Marja, the last district openly held by the Taleban in central Helmand.
Speaking by phone, one local journalist based in the Helmand capital Lashkar Gah told
The Times that most of the local population has already fled the area.
The reporter said that a mood of resignation and antipathy for Western forces still
prevails in Helmand, despite a concerted effort to avoid civilian casualties by Nato
troops.
“The Nato forces go to an area and drive out the Taleban. A few weeks later they are
back and the fighting goes on," he said.
“The proportion of people who think that the foreign forces are good is very small. Most
people think the Taleban will prevail and the foreign troops are only a temporary
presence.

“They believe that the foreigners are here to try and change Afghanistan for their own
benefit. So whatever you do they won't change their minds."

IF YOU DON’T LIKE THE RESISTANCE
END THE OCCUPATIONS
OCCUPATION ISN’T LIBERATION
ALL TROOPS HOME NOW!

PAKISTAN WAR REPORTS

“A U.S. War In Pakistan Is Already
Underway”
“A Spokesman For The United States
Central Command Said There Are
About 200 US Military Personnel In
Pakistan”
JSOC Operates Several Secret Bases
Inside Pakistan
In July, Ambassador Richard Holbrooke said bluntly, "People think that the US
has troops in Pakistan, well, we don't."
On Wednesday, after the US soldiers' deaths, his tune changed dramatically:
"There's nothing secret about their presence," he said.
February 4, 2010 By Jeremy Scahill, The Nation [Excerpts]
Three US special forces soldiers were killed in northwest Pakistan this week, confirming
that the US military is more deeply engaged on the ground in Pakistan than previously
acknowledged by the White House and Pentagon (see "The Secret US War in Pakistan,"
November 23, 2009).

The soldiers died Wednesday in Lower Dir when their convoy was hit by a car bomber in
what appeared to be a targeted strike against the Americans.
According to CENTCOM, the US soldiers were in the country on a mission to train the
Pakistani Frontier Corps, a federal paramilitary force run by Pakistan's Interior Ministry
that patrols the country's volatile border with Afghanistan.
The New York Times estimates that there are sixty to a hundred such US special
forces "trainers" in Pakistan. Capt. Jack Hanzlik, a spokesman for the United
States Central Command said there are about 200 US military personnel in
Pakistan.
While the deaths of the soldiers has sparked impassioned discussion in Pakistan about
the extent of the US military presence, the Pentagon has emphasized that the US
soldiers were in Pakistan on a training mission at the invitation of the Pakistani
government, saying they were not engaged in direct combat.
But the geography of Wednesday's attack--in the northwest of the country in an area
where the US has no on-the-ground aid presence and where Pakistani forces have
struggled against the Taliban and other insurgents--reveals just how close to the
epicenter of the action in Pakistan the US military is.
According to CENTCOM, the soldiers were not members of Delta Force or the Green
Berets, instead classifying them as "civil affairs" trainers.
Officially, CENTCOM describes this mission as part of an expanding "partnership with
the Pakistani military and Frontier Corps," providing "increased US military assistance
for helicopters to provide air mobility, night vision equipment, and training and
equipment--specifically for Pakistani Special Operations Forces and their Frontier Corps
to make them a more effective counter-insurgency force."
In military parlance, these above-board US "training" forces operating under an
unclassified mandate are "white" forces, while operatives working for the Joint
Special Operations Command (JSOC) would be classified as working on "black"
operations, sometimes referred to as Special Mission Units.
Since 2006, JSOC teams have operated in Pakistan in pursuit of "high-value"
targets.
"What we're seeing is the expansion of 'white' Special Operations Forces into
Pakistan," says a former member of CENTCOM and US Special Forces with
extensive experience in the Afghanistan-Pakistan theater.
"As Vietnam, Somalia and the Balkans taught us, that is almost always a
precursor to expanded military operations."
The former CENTCOM employee spoke to The Nation on condition of anonymity
because of the sensitivity of the Pakistan operations.

He characterized the US military's role with the Pakistani Frontier Corps as "training in
offensive operations," but rejected the idea that at this stage these US trainers would
cross the line to engage in direct combat against Taliban forces.
That does not mean, he says, that US military forces are not fighting in Pakistan.
"Any firefights in Pakistan would be between JSOC forces versus whoever they
were chasing," he said. "I would bet my life on that."
While the former CENTCOM employee said the US military's training mission in Pakistan
(he is against using contractors for such missions) is in the "US interest," he cautioned
that there is growing concern within the military about what is perceived as the
disproportionate and growing influence of JSOC's lethal "direct action" mentality on the
broader Special Forces operations in Afghanistan and Pakistan.
As The Nation reported in November, JSOC operates a parallel drone bombing
campaign in Pakistan, carrying out targeted assassinations of suspected Taliban and Al
Qaeda operatives, "snatch and grabs" of high-value targets and other sensitive action.
JSOC, a military intelligence source told The Nation, also operates several secret
bases inside Pakistan.
These actions are deeply classified and not subjected to any form of comprehensive
oversight by Congress.
With General Stanley McChrystal, who commanded JSOC from 2003-2008, running the
war, forces--and commanders--accustomed to operating in an unaccountable
atmosphere now have unprecedented influence on overall US military operations,
opening the door for an expansion of secretive, black operations done with little to no
oversight.
"The main thing to take away here is a recognition and acceptance of the paradigm shift
that has occurred," says the former CENTCOM employee. "Everything is one echelon
removed from before: where CIA was the darkest of the dark, now it is JSOC. Therefore,
military forces have more leeway to do anything in support of future military objectives.
The CIA used to have the ultimate freedom--now that freedom is in JSOC's hands, and
the other elements of the military have been ordered to adapt."
The former CENTCOM member said that what is unfolding in Pakistan is part of
the Bush-era philosophy, continued by the Obama administration, of "preparing
the battlefield."
He sketches out a pattern wherein "black" operations are followed by "white"
operations and then conventional US forces.
That "preparing the battlefield" justification was often used by the Bush
administration to circumvent Congressional oversight of clandestine military
operations, particularly when McChrystal was running JSOC.
The CIA is legally required to brief the Intelligence committees on covert operations,
while JSOC has traditionally operated outside the purview of Congressional oversight.

"This allows the JSOC/Special Mission Units more freedom to expand or absorb
traditionally CIA missions," he says. Former Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and
his deputy Stephen Cambone "embraced this model--so have Obama and Gates--and it
persists to this day."
He added that "there is a deep, deep resentment" of the influence of JSOC within "the
Special Forces community" under Admiral Eric Olson, commander of the Special
Operations Command and Vice Admiral William McRaven, the current head of JSOC.
What is clear from Wednesday's attack on US soldiers in Pakistan is that the US military
is becoming increasingly entrenched in the country.
In late January in Washington DC, US and Pakistani military officials gathered under the
umbrella of the "U.S.-Pakistan Land Forces Military Consultative Committee." According
to notes from the meeting, they discussed CENTCOM's operations in Pakistan aiming to
"enhance both U.S. and Pakistan Army COIN (counterinsurgency) capabilities" and
"potential US COIN Center/Pakistan Army interactions."
Among the participants were representatives of the Special Operations Command, the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs--Pakistan Afghanistan Coordination Cell, the Office of
Defense Representative--Pakistan and a Pakistan delegation led by Brigadier General
Muhammad Azam Agha, Pakistan's Director of Military Training.
The United States does not publicly acknowledge US military operations in Pakistan.
On CENTCOM's website, they are described in vague terms. "We will of course continue
to target, disrupt, and pursue the leadership, bases, and support networks of Al Qaeda
and other transnational extremist groups operating in the region," declares CENTCOM's
Pakistan page. "We will do this aggressively and relentlessly."
Since President Obama's inauguration, the administration has downplayed the
role of US military forces in Pakistan.
In July, Ambassador Richard Holbrooke said bluntly, "People think that the US
has troops in Pakistan, well, we don't."
On Wednesday, after the US soldiers' deaths, his tune changed dramatically:
"There's nothing secret about their presence," he said.
One thing is certain: as the situation in Pakistan becomes more volatile and the
US military presence in the country expands, it will become increasingly difficult
for the Obama administration to downplay or deny the reality that a US war in
Pakistan is already underway.

SOMALIA WAR REPORTS

10 Killed In Mogadishu As Govt.
Commander Goes Over To Insurgents
Feb 9, 2010 GAROWE ONLINE & 2.10.10 Mareeg Online
At least 10 people have been killed and 20 others wounded in heavy shelling and gunfire
exchanged in Somalia's capital, Mogadishu,
The clashes erupted in Mogadishu’s Bondhere, Karan, Abdiasis, Yaqshid and Shibbis
late Sunday and continued into Monday morning,
"The clashes erupted in the middle of the night and continued until morning. It was fierce
and deadliest that rocked the neighborhood in recent past,” said a mother who lives in
Shibbis.
Mogadishu-based Elman Peace and Human Rights Organization confirmed the shelling
which it said caused fatalities on civilians.
Al-Shabaab insurgent group has claimed responsibility of the attacks.
“We carried out attacks in response to government-planned offensives on our positions,”
said Al-Shabaab’s Spokesman Sheikh Ali Dhere.
However, Somali military spokesman Col. Adan Kalmyo said foreign fighters were
involved in the clashes.
"Al-Shabaab and Hizbul Islam received foreign fighters from Ethiopia and Eritrea. They
entered the city through Elman mini-port which they control,” he told reporters.
The clashes come as Al-Shabaab claims to receive a government commander called
Bashe Ahmed Nur who deserted the forces with his weapons.
“Our brother Bashe was among the government troops based in Jizira area, and he has
decided to join us in the jihad with his weapons,” Al-Shabaab spokesman said.

Insurgent IED Attack Kills Two
Government Soldier, Five More Wounded
2.10.10 Mareeg Online
MOGADISHU (Mareeg)—At least two government soldiers have been killed and five
others have been wounded in a roadside bomb that was exploded to the soldiers in
Mogadishu, witnesses said on Wednesday.
Residents in Hamar jajab district in Mogadishu say the government soldiers were
walking near a bridge in the district when the bomb went off and killed the soldiers.

The responsibility of the bomb attack was claimed by al Shabaab militants. The group
claimed in a statement that they have killed six soldiers and wounded five others.
There is no word from the government officials about the death of the soldiers yet.

Al-Shabab Insurgents Says Its Fighters
Targeted Blasts To AMISOM’s Base In
Mogadishu And Killed Officers
2/10/2010 Sh. M. Network
MOGADISHU
The officials of Harakat Al-shabab mujahideen have Wednesday said that their fighters
targeted explosions to the main base of the African Union troops (AMSIOM) in
Mogadishu and killed officers, just as the spokesman of the African Union troops denied
claims.
Sheik Ali Mohamud Raghe, the spokesman of Harakat Al-shabab Mujahideen told
reporters that their fighters targeted explosions to Halane, the military base for the
AMISOM troops in the Somali capital Mogadishu on Wednesday afternoon adding that
they had killed several officers of AMISOM troops there in southern Somalia.
The spokesman of Harakat Al-shabab Mujahideen said that the blast was carried out
tactically by their forces at a hole very close the shore around the airport where the
officers of AMISOM were enjoying, stressing that they had reached victory over their
attack.
“We are congratulating to the Somali people that Harakat Al-shabab Mujahideen carried
out great explosions to AMISOM’s base at Halane and killed more of their men. We shall
explain how the blast was planned at later,” said the spokesman of AMISOM.
On the other hand the spokesman of AMISOM troops major. Brigye Bahuko who was
speaking to Shabelle radio had denied that any explosion had been targeted to any of
their bases in the capital saying that Harakat Al-shabab Mujahideen use its fighting for
the media.
“kkkkkkkkkkkkkk, we can point out that statement as madness, because the people
saying that they had attacked Halane base were indulge ones. They used Mirow (kat). It
is false that we have been attacked. No casualties had reached to our forces,” said
AMISOM’s spokesman
Sheik Ali Mohamud Rage had warned to the Burundi and Uganda whose troops are in
the country to withdraw from Somalia or else will be returned back to their countries
being bodies.

Some of the residents around airport whom we had contacted told Shabelle radio
that the sound of big explosion could be heard the side of Halane compound, the
main base of the African Union troops AMISOM in Mogadishu.

Collaborator Police Kill Four
Collaborator Soldiers
2.10.10 Mareeg Online
MOGADISHU: At least four government soldiers have been killed after Somali
government soldiers fought between them on Wednesday in Mogadishu, witnesses say.
Residents say police and military forces exchanged heavy gunfire in Scuola Di Polizia
Academy in Mogadishu and four of the soldiers were killed instantly on the spot.
Reports say the fire fight began after the police forces dragged a gun from a base of the
military forces and after a long quarrel the gun fire between them started.
Commanders from the police and the military forces succeeded to calm down the
situation and the fighting has now subsided.

“Hundreds” Of Resistance Fighters
“Pouring To Somalia’s Capital”
2.10.10 Mareeg Online
More Islamist, newly trained fighters from al Shabaab militants have been pouring to
Somalia’s capital Mogadishu for the last 24 hours, witnesses said on Wednesday.
Residents who reside in the long road that connects to Mogadishu and Afgoye said they
saw hundreds of fighters walking from the side of Afgoye town to Mogadishu on Tuesday
night.
The move comes as the Somali government was preparing to attack the rebels and clear
from the country.
Residents in Deynile district in Mogadishu say the fighters made bases in the district
where they have erected mortars.
The vehicles known as techincals were escorting the al Shabaab militias who were
trained in bases in south western Somalia.

TROOP NEWS
THIS IS HOW OBAMA BRINGS THE TROOPS
HOME:
BRING THEM ALL HOME NOW, ALIVE

Area residents line the streets to greet the body of 19-year-old Army Pfc. Marc Decoteau
as it arrived in Plymouth, N.H., Friday, Feb. 5, 2010. Decoteau was killed in Afghanistan
Jan. 29. (AP Photo/Jim Cole)

Colonel In Command Of Canada’s
Largest Air Force Base Charged
With Killing Two Women And
Sexually Assaulting Two More:
One Of His Victims A Corporal Under
His Command;

The Colonel’s Duties Included
“Repatriation Ceremonies Honouring
Slain Soldiers”

Col. Russell Williams: Chronicle Journal
Feb 8 By Tobi Cohen, The Canadian Press
BELLEVILLE, Ont. - The Canadian military was rocked to its core Monday following the
bombshell allegation that the colonel in command of the country's largest air force base
had killed two women and sexually assaulted two others.
Col. Russell Williams, a 46-year-old career member of the Canadian Forces, was
charged Monday with first-degree murder in the deaths of Jessica Lloyd, 27, of Belleville,
and Marie France Comeau, a 38-year-old corporal with CFB Trenton's 437 squadron
who was killed last November.
"We're all shocked," said Lt. Annie Morin, a public affairs officer at CFB Trenton.
"The wing commander has been a man that's been respected and very much liked, so
this news came as a very big shock for pretty much everybody on the base."
Williams was an elite pilot, a "shining bright star" of the military who rose through the
ranks during his 23-year career to fly the prime minister and Governor General across
Canada and overseas in one of four Canadian Forces Challenger jets.

He is now also charged with sexual assault and forcible confinement in attacks on two
other women in the region during home invasions last September.
Williams was appointed as the base commander of CFB Trenton last July.
The high-profile military base is where troops depart from for Afghanistan and where
repatriation ceremonies are held honouring slain soldiers. It is also a major search-andrescue base and the main staging site for aid to Haiti.
"I never worked with him closely and didn't know him personally," said Maj.-Gen.
Yvan Blondin, Commander of 1 Canadian Air Division and Williams's superior
officer.
Comeau, a corporal with CFB Trenton's 437 squadron, was found dead in her Brighton
home on Nov. 25.
She had been in the military for 12 years and had been at 437 squadron for six months
before she was killed.

FORWARD OBSERVATIONS

“At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed. Oh had
I the ability, and could reach the nation’s ear, I would, pour out a fiery stream of
biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke.

“For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder.
“We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake.”
Frederick Douglass, 1852

“Hope for change doesn't cut it when you're still losing buddies.”
-- J.D. Englehart, Iraq Veterans Against The War

Block Buster

From: Mike Hastie
To: Military Resistance
Subject: Block Buster
Date: Feb 9, 2010
Block Buster
I took this picture in Vietnam of a 155mm Howitzer
on one of three firebases in my unit in An Khe.
These artillery guns were weapons of mass
destruction, that could wipe out whole villages
within minutes.

These guns were used extensively throughout
the Vietnam War.
They were horrifying killing machines.
On the side of the gun turret was painted,
Block Buster.
That is what these guns were capable of doing.
When fired into "Free Fire" zones,
they could kill mass quantities of people,
especially civilians.
The "Rules of Engagement,"
were nothing more than the
Rules of Enragement.
Nothing has changed since Vietnam.
The United States is an Empire.
Empires have no rules.
That is why they are Empires.
Mike Hastie
U.S. Army Medic
Vietnam 1970-71
February 9, 2010
Photo and caption from the I-R-A-Q (I Remember Another Quagmire) portfolio of
Mike Hastie, US Army Medic, Vietnam 1970-71. (For more of his outstanding work,
contact at: (hastiemike@earthlink.net) T)
One day while I was in a bunker in Vietnam, a sniper round went over my head.
The person who fired that weapon was not a terrorist, a rebel, an extremist, or a
so-called insurgent. The Vietnamese individual who tried to kill me was a citizen
of Vietnam, who did not want me in his country. This truth escapes millions.
Mike Hastie
U.S. Army Medic
Vietnam 1970-71
December 13, 2004

DO YOU HAVE A FRIEND OR RELATIVE IN THE
MILITARY?
Forward Military Resistance along, or send us the address if you wish and
we’ll send it regularly. Whether in Iraq or stuck on a base in the USA, this
is extra important for your service friend, too often cut off from access to
encouraging news of growing resistance to the wars, inside the armed
services and at home. Send email requests to address up top or write to:
The Military Resistance, Box 126, 2576 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 100255657. Phone: 888.711.2550

OCCUPATION PALESTINE

Zionists Detain Advocate For Rights Of
Palestinian Detainees
February 8-9, 2010 by Saed Bannoura/Ghassan Bannoura/Maysaa Jarour,
IMEMC/Palestine Telegraph
The Ahrar Center for Detainee Studies stated that the Israeli army detained, on Monday,
Montaha Taweel, 45, an activist who works to defend the rights of the Palestinian
detainees, and the wife of the mayor of al-Bireh.
Al-Bireh is near the central West Bank city of Ramallah.
Fuad al-Khoffash, director of the Ahrar center, warned of the increasing arrests carried
out by the Israeli army against Palestinian women, especially social and political
activists.
In a press release, al-Khoffash stated that Taweel organizes and participates in activities
in support of the Palestinian detainees and their rights.

He slammed the ongoing and escalating arrests carried out by the Israeli army against
the Palestinians in the occupied territories.

Zionists Kidnap More Palestinians In
Another Dawn Raid
February 8, 2010 Pal Telegraph
West Bank
Israeli occupation forces on Monday dawn detained six Palestinians in raid into the
villages of Azzun and Haja in Qalqilya governorate in the West Bank.
Local sources said that a large force of Israeli army invaded the villages at dawn and
raided several houses. After searching them, they kidnapped six Palestinians and took
them to an unknown place.
The sources said that Israeli occupation forces detained in the village of Haja:
Mohammed Arif Mahmoud Diab, 17, and Monjed Atef Mohammed Hassan, 17, after
raiding their homes.
Eyewitnesses reported that several military vehicles invaded the village of Azzun, raided
houses and searched them and then detained : Mustafa Bilal Hussein ,17, Adham Salim,
17, Amjad Jamal shalo ,19, and Jaafar Abdul Karim ,16, then they took them to an
unknown place.
In Al-Bira city, Israeli occupation forces detained at dawn the wife of Al-Bira Municipality
Montaha Al-Taweel, 45, after breaking into her home and breaking the doors of the
house.
The Israeli occupation forces conduct daily raids in the cities and villages in the West
Bank claiming that they search for what they call ‘wanted.’

Zionists Use Tear Gas On
Palestinian School Kids After
Terrorizing Adults:
“Border Guards Handed Out Dozens Of
Notices For Residents To Turn

Themselves In For Questioning At Israeli
Intelligence Compounds In Jerusalem”
Feb 9, 2010 Ma’an (Jerusalem)
Confrontations erupted between school children and border guards at the Shu’fat military
checkpoint on Tuesday, leading to the detention of a 15-year-old and the injury of a
soldier, witnesses said.
The clash followed a series of overnight raids where border guards handed out dozens
of notices for residents to turn themselves in for questioning at Israeli intelligence
compounds in Jerusalem. The raids came directly on the heels of an arrest campaign
targeting dozens of Palestinian residents of the camp.
The teen detained in the most recent clashes was identified as Ahmad Jamil Abu
Hamda, who was on his way to school when the clashes erupted.
Locals said soldiers used tear gas to disburse the crowds.
The secretary of Fatah in the camp, Khader Ad-Dibs, said that raids continued until 5am,
and that more than a hundred soldiers guarded the entrances of the camp.
Ad-Dibs noted that some of the men and women detained Monday had already been
transfered to the military court where their detentions were extended, and others who
were released said they had been severely beaten.
[To check out what life is like under a murderous military occupation by foreign
terrorists, go to: www.rafahtoday.org The occupied nation is Palestine. The
foreign terrorists call themselves “Israeli.”]

Troops Invited:
Comments, arguments, articles, and letters from service men
and women, and veterans, are especially welcome. Write to Box
126, 2576 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10025-5657 or send email to
contact@militaryproject.org: Name, I.D., withheld unless you
request publication. Same address to unsubscribe. Phone:
888.711.2550

NEED SOME TRUTH?
CHECK OUT TRAVELING SOLDIER
Telling the truth - about the occupations or the criminals running the government
in Washington - is the first reason for Traveling Soldier. But we want to do more

than tell the truth; we want to report on the resistance to Imperial wars inside the
armed forces.
Our goal is for Traveling Soldier to become the thread that ties working-class
people inside the armed services together. We want this newsletter to be a
weapon to help you organize resistance within the armed forces.
If you like what you've read, we hope that you'll join with us in building a network
of active duty organizers. http://www.traveling-soldier.org/ And join with Iraq
Veterans Against the War to end the occupations and bring all troops home now!
(www.ivaw.org/)

DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK

Director Of National Intelligence
Says It Is “Now ‘Defined Policy’
That The U.S. Government Can
Murder Its Own Citizens On The
Sole Basis Of Someone In The

Government’s Judgment That An
American Is A Threat”
“No Arrest, No Trial, No Conviction,
Just Execution On Suspicion Of
Being A Threat”
“What It Means Is That The Government
Will Murder Whomever It Chooses”
There is no more complete or compelling evidence of a police state than the
government announcing that it will murder its own citizens if it views them as a
"threat."
[Thanks to Linda O, who sent this in.]
09 February, 2010 By Paul Craig Roberts, Countercurrents.org [Excerpts]
Americans have been losing the protection of law for years. In the 21st century the loss
of legal protections accelerated with the Bush administration’s "war on terror," which
continues under the Obama administration and is essentially a war on the Constitution
and U.S. civil liberties.
The Bush regime created a new classification for its detainees that it used to justify
denying legal protection and due process to the detainees. As the detainees were not
U.S. citizens and were demonized by the regime as "the 760 most dangerous men on
earth," there was little public outcry over the regime’s unconstitutional and inhumane
actions.
As our Founding Fathers and a long list of scholars warned, once civil liberties are
breached, they are breached for all.
Soon U.S. citizens were being held indefinitely in violation of their habeas corpus
rights.
Dr. Aafia Siddiqui, an American citizen of Pakistani origin, might have been the
first.
Dr. Siddiqui, a scientist educated at MIT and Brandeis University, was seized in
Pakistan for no known reason, sent to Afghanistan, and was held secretly for five
years in the U.S. military’s notorious Bagram prison in Afghanistan.
Her three young children, one an 8-month-old baby, were with her at the time she was
abducted.

She has no idea what has become of her two youngest children. Her oldest child, 7
years old, was also incarcerated in Bagram and subjected to similar abuse and horrors.
Siddiqui has never been charged with any terrorism-related offense.
A British journalist, hearing her piercing screams as she was being tortured, disclosed
her presence.
An embarrassed U.S. government responded to the disclosure by sending
Siddiqui to the U.S. for trial on the trumped-up charge that while a captive, she
grabbed a U.S. soldier’s rifle and fired two shots attempting to shoot him. The
charge apparently originated as a U.S. soldier’s excuse for shooting Dr. Siddiqui
twice in the stomach, resulting in her near death.
On Feb. 4, Dr. Siddiqui was convicted by a New York jury for attempted murder.
The only evidence presented against her was the charge itself and an
unsubstantiated claim that she had once taken a pistol-firing course at an
American firing range.
No evidence was presented of her fingerprints on the rifle that this frail and
broken 100-pound woman had allegedly seized from an American soldier.
No evidence was presented that a weapon was fired, no bullets, no shell casings,
no bullet holes.
Just an accusation.
Wikipedia has this to say about the trial: "The trial took an unusual turn when an
FBI official asserted that the fingerprints taken from the rifle, which was
purportedly used by Aafia to shoot at the U.S. interrogators, did not match hers."
An ignorant and bigoted American jury convicted her for being a Muslim. This is the kind
of "justice" that always results when the state hypes fear and demonizes a group.
The people who should have been on trial are the people who abducted her,
disappeared her young children, shipped her across international borders,
violated her civil liberties, tortured her apparently for the fun of it, raped her, and
attempted to murder her with two gunshots to her stomach.
Instead, the victim was put on trial and convicted.
This is the unmistakable hallmark of a police state.
And this victim is an American citizen.
Anyone can be next.
Indeed, on Feb. 3 Dennis Blair, director of National Intelligence told the House
Intelligence Committee that it was now "defined policy" that the U.S. government can

murder its own citizens on the sole basis of someone in the government’s judgment that
an American is a threat.
No arrest, no trial, no conviction, just execution on suspicion of being a threat.
This shows how far the police state has advanced.
A presidential appointee in the Obama administration tells an important committee of
Congress that the executive branch has decided that it can murder American citizens
abroad if it thinks they are a threat.
In no previous death of a U.S. citizen by the hands of the U.S. government has the
government claimed the right to kill Americans without arrest, trial, and conviction of a
capital crime.
In contrast, Dennis Blair has told the U.S. Congress that the executive branch has
assumed the right to murder Americans who it deems a "threat."
What defines "threat"? Who will make the decision? What it means is that the
government will murder whomever it chooses.
There is no more complete or compelling evidence of a police state than the government
announcing that it will murder its own citizens if it views them as a "threat."
Ironic, isn’t it, that "the war on terror" to make us safe ends in a police state with the
government declaring the right to murder American citizens whom it regards as a threat.

TRAITOR
MURDERER
ENEMY OF THE CONSTITUTION

[Washington, January 14, 2010. REUTERS/Larry Downing]

UNFIT FOR COMMAND;
UNWORTHY OF OBEDIENCE:

BRING THE WAR HOME NOW
“What country can preserve its liberties if its rulers are not warned from
time to time that their people preserve the spirit of resistance? Let them
take arms.” Thomas Jefferson to William Stephens Smith, 1787.

POLITICIANS CAN’T BE COUNTED ON TO HALT
THE BLOODSHED
THE TROOPS HAVE THE POWER TO STOP THE
WARS
Military Resistance distributes and posts to our website copyrighted material the use of which has not always been
specifically authorized by the copyright owner. We are making such material available in an effort to advance
understanding of the invasion and occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan. We believe this constitutes a “fair use” of any
such copyrighted material as provided for in section 107 of the US Copyright Law since it is being distributed without
charge or profit for educational purposes to those who have expressed a prior interest in receiving the included
information for educational purposes, in accordance with Title 17 U.S.C. Section 107. Military Resistance has no
affiliation whatsoever with the originator of these articles nor is Military Resistance endorsed or sponsored by
the originators. This attributed work is provided a non-profit basis to facilitate understanding, research,
education, and the advancement of human rights and social justice. Go to:
www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/17/107.shtml for more information. If you wish to use copyrighted material from this site for
purposes of your own that go beyond 'fair use', you must obtain permission from the copyright owner.

If printed out, a copy of this newsletter is your personal property and cannot
legally be confiscated from you. “Possession of unauthorized material may not
be prohibited.” DoD Directive 1325.6 Section 3.5.1.2.

