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Guess Who’s Back
“A Message From Sadr
Promising To Avenge U.S.
Arrests Of The Group's
Members”
Anti-Occupation Nationalists Make
Significant Gains In Iraq Election:
They Report Mahdi Army “Forcefully
Resisting The U.S. Occupation”

By Attacks Against U.S. Military
Vehicles And Bases”
Sadr “Retains His Influence Because Of
The Sway He Holds With The Shiite
Poor”
March 24, 2010 By Leila Fadel, Washington Post Foreign Service & By Rania El-Gamal,
Reuters [Excerpts]
The strong showing of the Sadrists in the election, where they rode a nationalist
message for change, could prove to be a formidable challenge for Prime Minister Nouri
Al-Maliki, who eyes a second term as premier.
The Kurds, the strongest U.S. ally in Iraq and a leading political kingmaker, appear likely
to lose some of their influence to a stridently anti-American group that did surprisingly
well in this month's parliamentary elections.
Fiery cleric Moqtada al-Sadr's movement -- whose militiamen have battled the
Americans and were blamed for some of the worst sectarian violence of recent years -is positioned to take a pivotal role in the next parliament.
The Shiite Muslim group, which had largely been driven underground by U.S. and Iraqi
forces, has made a remarkable comeback by developing a sophisticated political
organization in addition to its armed wing.
In advance of this year's elections, the Sadrists were among the only blocs in Iraq
to educate voters about the nation's complex electoral system.
Although they nominated only 52 candidates out of the more than 6,000 who ran
nationwide, they were shrewd in deciding which seats to target.
As a result, they are expected to win as many as 40 seats in the next parliament, with
their Shiite allies probably taking just over 20. There are 325 seats in the new
parliament.
The Sadrist movement draws its support mostly from the Shiite poor in the oil-producing
south and deprived urban areas such as Baghdad's Sadr City slum, named after the
revered Grand Ayatollah Mohammed Sadeq Al-Sadr, Moqtada's father, who was killed in
1999 for defying Saddam Hussein.
"The Sadrists address a stable base of the poor and the impoverished who are
connected with a sacred link to the Sadr family, this was a main reason for their
strong showing in the election," said Iraqi political analyst Ibrahim Al-Sumaidaie.

The Sadrists have not abandoned their violent tactics and continue to promote
themselves as forcefully resisting the U.S. occupation.
At the Friday service, men passed out DVDs carrying a message from Sadr
promising to avenge U.S. arrests of the group's members.
After the message, the recording showed a series of attacks by the Mahdi Army
against U.S. military vehicles and bases dating from 2009 and earlier this year.
"Do not be weak. You are in our hearts and in our mind," the message from Sadr said,
addressing the detainees. "We will not forget you as long as we are living."

MORE:

Maliki Faction Charges CIA
Conspiracy To Destroy His
Government:
Maliki Suddenly Declares Himself
“Commander-In-Chief” Of The
Iraqi Army:
Preparations Underway Open Door
To Military Dictatorship:
“Others Around Maliki Warned That They
Would Never Accept Election Results”
"They are very close to doing things that are really stupid," the advisor said.
"Knowing how all these people operate, aren't you wondering if they have been
planning to declare the election rigged. . . .
March 23, 2010 By Ned Parker and Raheem Salman, The Los Angeles Times & March
24, 2010 By TIMOTHY WILLIAMS, The New York Times
Reporting from Baghdad –
Senior politicians from Prime Minister Nouri Maliki's ruling coalition warned Tuesday that
Shiite Muslim-dominated southern Iraq could severely loosen its ties with Baghdad if the

nation's electoral commission failed to meet its demand for a manual recount of ballots in
parliamentary elections.
The politicians, who also echoed Maliki's warning Sunday that sectarian violence
could return without a recount, accused the U.S. Embassy of working against
them.
In turn, Western diplomats and advisors to the Iraqi government described
Maliki's circle as terrified of losing power and said Iraq was entering a dangerous
period.
Shoppers in Baghdad stocked up on food supplies in anticipation of violence or
the possibility of curfews after election results.
Preliminary results of the March 7 balloting are due Friday, but the Independent High
Electoral Commission has already made it clear it does not intend to conduct a ballot-byballot recount.
The U.S. Embassy and the United Nations have said that the elections appeared to have
been carried out in a credible fashion, with no evidence of widespread fraud.
An analysis of the latest figures by the U.S. military has projected that Maliki's slate will
lose the popular vote but win 90 parliamentary seats, compared with 87 seats for the
Iraqiya list of his rival Iyad Allawi, a secular Shiite and previous prime minister. Such a
narrow outcome would make it difficult for Maliki to cobble together a ruling coalition in
parliament, observers say, explaining the unease among Maliki supporters.
Sami Askari, a member of Maliki's inner circle and his State of Law election slate,
described the electoral commission as a U.N. puppet.
He also accused the CIA and elements of the State Department of working to bring
Allawi, who has ties to the U.S. intelligence community, back to power.
"The Americans told me six months ago that the CIA and State Department are working
on bringing back Allawi," Askari said. "Within State of Law, many believe this."
Askari referred repeatedly to a plot to bring down Maliki's coalition and install
Allawi's slate, which includes figures associated with the late dictator Saddam
Hussein's Sunni Arab-dominated regime.
Askari said if there was no recount, many Shiites would refuse to support a central
government that they feared heralded the resurrection of Hussein's Baath Party, which
tormented the Shiite majority for 35 years before being toppled in the 2003 U.S.-led
invasion of Iraq.
Askari warned that Shiites in the south have threatened to cut oil to Baghdad and freeze
their relationship with the capital.
He also said he worried that Shiites in mixed areas would be provoked into fighting.

"The question is not who will be the prime minister, but what will be the fate of the
country. Will we face chaos? Will we be an unstable country? This is the question,"
Askari said.
His remarks amounted to the most extensive explanation of the thoughts behind a
statement Maliki issued over the weekend invoking his status as commander in
chief in warning that a failure to hold a recount could lead to renewed sectarian
violence.
Askari made it clear that Maliki would act if the situation started to deteriorate.
The U.S. Embassy has publicly denied any concern over the letter, although in
private, many members of the international community and U.S. military have
expressed anxiety over the remarks.
If the vote is seen as illegitimate, Askari said, the Shiite south could declare itself a
semiautonomous region and hoard Iraq's oil wealth as the country fragmented.
He argued Maliki could be forced to act to restore legitimacy to the vote and guarantee a
credible transition.
"Maliki insists on the recounting because he takes into consideration the security
situation in Iraq," Askari said. "He predicts and fears the situation will be dire. . . . He will
use all legal and legitimate means to control the government."
The prime minister's confidant insisted Maliki was a democrat and that any
actions taken in the coming days would be aimed at keeping the country intact.
"He will have to consider what measures to take, but in the end, he will be ready to give
the prime minister (post) to anyone who is chosen by parliament," Askari said. "This is a
democracy."
Meeting Monday with Maliki, U.S. Ambassador Christopher Hill and Army Gen.
Ray Odierno informed the prime minister that they did not support a recount,
according to Iraqis and others familiar with the talks.
Others around Maliki warned that they would never accept election results they
felt had been manipulated.
"There is a dynamic inside the Iraqi society toward refusing the manipulation of their
votes," said Khalid Assadi, a member of Maliki's Islamic Dawa Party and his State of
Law coalition. "Even if the results are announced, we will not accept them."
A Western advisor to the Iraqi government described Askari as the most sensible person
in Maliki's circle and worried about what might come next.
"They are very close to doing things that are really stupid," the advisor said.
"Knowing how all these people operate, aren't you wondering if they have been
planning to declare the election rigged. . . .

"It's a very dangerous period. I hope it's mostly bravado and tongue-whipping, but
I'm not sure that it is."

IRAQ WAR REPORTS

Resistance Action

March 24 (Reuters) & By TIMOTHY WILLIAMS, The New York Times &
March 25 (Reuters)
BAGHDAD — Insurgents shot and killed five Iraqi Army soldiers at a military checkpoint
in south Baghdad on Wednesday.
The soldiers were fatally shot by a group of men in three cars as they passed through a
checkpoint in Radwaniya, a Sunni neighborhood near the Baghdad airport, said a
security official who spoke on the condition of anonymity because he was not authorized
to speak to the media.
Two police officers were killed at a checkpoint in the same neighborhood on Monday by
gunmen riding motorcycles, the security official said.
*******************************************************
A roadside bomb killed a bomb disposal expert while he was trying to defuse it in
Muqdadiya, 80 km (50 miles) northeast of Baghdad, police said.

A roadside bomb targeting the chief of police of Tuz Khurmato, 170 km (105 miles) north
of Baghdad, killed one person and wounded five others, police said.
A roadside bomb near a police patrol wounded a policeman in central Mosul, 390 km
(240 miles) north of Baghdad, police said.
A roadside bomb went off near the house of a commander in a government-backed local
militia, killing him and wounding two of his followers in al-Ray district in southwestern
Baghdad, police said.
Insurgents threw a hand grenade at a police patrol wounding two policemen in
southwestern Kirkuk, 250 km (155 miles) north of Baghdad, police said.
A bomber blew himself up in the house of Colonel Waleed Mohammed, who heads the
Department of Fighting Terrorism in the town of Hit, killing three people and wounding
three others on Wednesday, police said. Mohammed was not there at the time of the
attack. Hit is about 130 km (80 miles) west of Baghdad.
Two bombs placed near a police station wounded three policemen on Wednesday in a
town near the city of Ramadi, 100 km (60 miles) west of Baghdad, police said.
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Two Foreign “Servicemembers” Killed
Somewhere Or Other In Afghanistan:
Nationality Not Announced
March 24 ISAF & AP
Two foreign servicemembers were killed in an improvised explosive device attack in
southern Afghanistan today.

Foreign “Servicemember” Killed
Somewhere Or Other In Afghanistan:

Nationality Not Announced
March 24 ISAF & AP
A foreign servicemember died as a result of a small-arms attack in southern Afghanistan
today.

Florida Marine Killed In Kandahar
March 23, 2010 U.S. Department of Defense News Release No. 228-10
Lance Cpl. Justin J. Wilson, 24, of Palm City, Fla., died March 22 while supporting
combat operations in Helmand province, Afghanistan. He was assigned to 3rd Battalion,
10th Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine Division, II Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp
Lejeune, N.C.

Tennessee Sgt. Killed In Kandahar
March 24, 2010 U.S. Department of Defense News Release No. 231-10
Sgt. 1st Class Carlos M. Santos-Silva, 32, of Clarksville, Tenn., died March 22 in
Kandahar province, Afghanistan of wounds suffered when enemy forces attacked his
vehicle with an improvised explosive device. He was assigned to the 2nd Battalion,
508th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade Combat Team, 82nd Airborne Division,
Fort Bragg, N.C.

Australian Soldier Seriously Wounded
By Mirabad Valley IED
Mar 24, 2010 ABC
An Australian soldier has been seriously wounded by a roadside bomb blast in
Afghanistan.
The soldier was on patrol in the Mirabad Valley region of Uruzgan Province yesterday
when an improvised explosive device detonated.
Major General John Cantwell of the Commander Joint Task Force 633 said the soldier
suffered blast and fragmentation wounds.

"His mates immediately set about providing first aid and calling for a casualty evacuation
helicopter to ensure that he received high quality care as soon as possible," he said.
"That quick reaction had him at the Tarin Kowt medical facility being prepared for
surgery within 50 minutes."

U.S. Occupation Copter Shot Down Near
Kunduz City
March 24 ISAF
A civilian helicopter contracted by U.S. Forces-Afghanistan made a precautionary
landing after receiving small-arms fire near Kunduz City today.
No injuries were reported in the incident. ISAF servicemembers have secured the site,
and the passengers have been transported to the Kunduz Provincial Reconstruction
Team base nearby.

WELCOME TO AFBAGHVIETISTAN:
HAVE A NICE DAY

March 17, 2010: Marines of the 1st Battalion, 6th Marine Regiment patrol in Marjah,
Afghanistan. The belief is that many Taliban fighters still hiding here are locals —
supported or at least tolerated by the surrounding communities. (AP Photo/Dusan
Vranic, file)

“The Taliban Decreed A Sweeping
National Ban On Night-Time Calls
‘To Protect The Afghan People’"
“All Of Afghanistan's National
Cellphone Carriers Have Made A
Joint Decision To Shut Down Their
Networks At Night In Areas Where
The Insurgents Are Active”
“The Taliban Effectively Operate A
Shadow Government More Powerful
Than The State”
MARCH 24, 2010 By YAROSLAV TROFIMOV, The Wall Street Journal [Excerpts]
ZHARI, Afghanistan—Every evening at dusk, cellphones go dead in this district just
outside Kandahar, Afghanistan's second-largest city.
All three mobile-phone companies operating here turn off their antennas, returning to air
only when the sun rises above the jagged hills to the east.
The reason for this nightly blackout, implemented across southern and eastern
Afghanistan: a Taliban decree that aims to prevent villagers from passing tips to coalition
forces.
The cellphone shutdown is a sign of how deeply entrenched the insurgency is in
the day-to-day functioning of the area, where the Taliban effectively operate a
shadow government more powerful than the state.
"Having some soldiers in some places shouldn't give you the wrong signal that the
situation is good," says Mohammad Naseri, head of legal and government affairs at the
MTN Afghanistan cellphone network, a unit of South Africa's MTN Group, which has
more than 3 million Afghan customers.
Carriers can't afford to be seen as siding with the Afghan government against the
Taliban, Mr. Naseri says.
"You should not give a justification to the others that you are favoring the government—
and you have to prove in words and in deeds that you are neutral."

This means that MTN and Afghanistan's other big cellphone companies, such as
Roshan and AWCC, strictly abide by Taliban hours in several provinces, going off air
precisely at 5 p.m. and going back on at 6.30 a.m.
Market leader Roshan, part-owned by Britain's Cable & Wireless and the SwedishFinnish TeliaSonera group, says it switches off at least 60 of its 800 base towers in
Afghanistan every night, including all of the company's antennas in the Helmand
province, the target of a large coalition advance in February. Roshan has 3.5 million
Afghan customers.
According to the company's chief operating officer, Altaf Ladak, all of Afghanistan's
national cellphone carriers have made a joint decision to shut down their networks at
night in areas where the insurgents are active. MTN's Mr. Naseri confirmed this informal
agreement. Officials of AWCC and Etisalat Afghanistan, the two other big national
carriers, didn't provide executives for comment.
"We play by their rules — we don't like to play around when people's lives are at stake,"
Mr. Ladak says about Taliban threats.
He adds he realizes the broader implications: "From a political perspective, it's quite a
coup for them."
The Taliban are using the cellphone system as an instrument of war against the Afghan
government and the U.S.-led coalition. They could easily destroy the network altogether
in many districts. But the Taliban, too, depend on cellphones for communication.
Plus, they know that shutting down phone service entirely would cause a backlash
among ordinary Afghans.
"Cellphones are a powerful tool for the Taliban: They offer a cheap and effective means
to direct insurgent activities or pass intelligence," says U.S. Air Force Lieutenant Ray
Geoffroy, a spokesman for the U.S.-led International Security Assistance Force in
Afghanistan.
However, the Taliban are unique in seeking to impose their own regulation on a nation's
entire telecommunications industry.
Several cellphone company executives in Afghanistan say operators or their
contractors routinely disburse protection money to Taliban commanders in
dangerous districts. That's usually in addition to cash that's openly passed to
local tribal elders to protect a cell-tower site — cash that often also ends up in
Taliban pockets. Coalition officers confirm that carriers make payments to the
Taliban.
There are now 12.1 million cellphone accounts in Afghanistan, a country of 29 million
people.
Afghanistan's cellphone industry employs more than 100,000 people and generates, by
government estimates, as much as $1 billion in annual revenue for the five operators.

The resurgent Taliban first turned their attention to the mobile industry around 2006.
Leaders of the group were well aware that coalition forces could monitor nighttime movements of the insurgents by tracking their cellphones.
Local insurgent commanders started demanding sporadic cell-tower shutdowns and, in
early 2008, the Taliban's main body, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, demanded a
nighttime blackout in parts of the south.
In October that year, the Taliban noted that "the trial implementation of the decision has
yielded positive results," and decreed a sweeping national ban on night-time calls "to
protect the Afghan people."
At first, Afghanistan's central government—eager to preserve its authority — tried to bar
mobile-phone companies from caving in to Taliban demands.
"Initially there were very strict instructions from our side" to keep the signal on-air
through the night, says Communications Minister Amir Zai Sangin. "We asked
them to resist this."
But, as a result of such attempted defiance, Mr. Sangin adds, some 40 base
towers — costing as much as $400,000 each — were destroyed by the insurgents
over the past year.
Chastened by the experience, the government no longer insists that the networks
operate at night in insurgent-dominated regions.
"We understand that in some areas, unfortunately, there is no other way," Mr. Sangin
says. "We don't have security to protect the towers."
Phones go dead in Zhari at night even though two U.S. Army battalions deployed
here last year; additional reinforcements are on the way.
American officials estimate that only about 10% of the district, where Taliban chief
Mullah Omar began his preaching career, is under government authority.
Zhari's governor, Mohammed Niyaz Serhadi, says he has repeatedly implored the
mobile operators to restore 24-hour service in his district. He has offered land for a tower
inside the district headquarters—a secure location that sits within the perimeter of a
large U.S. base on the Helmand-Kandahar highway.
Mobile-phone companies, he adds, rejected his offer: "They said that if they erect their
antennas in the district center, the Taliban will bomb their antennas outside and kill their
staff."
In Zhari's neighboring district of Arghandab, where a recent deployment of American
forces has pushed back the insurgents, there was no mobile-phone service at all until
two months ago. Continuing skirmishes made travel unsafe and prompted the phone
companies to shut down the towers that hadn't been destroyed.

"People had to walk all the way to Kandahar City or climb to the top of a mountain to get
reception," says the Arghandab district governor, Hajji Abdul Jabar.
The signal has now reappeared — but, as in Zhari, only during daylight hours.
While the Taliban routinely attack trucks ferrying supplies for foreign or Afghan
troops, they tend not to interfere with convoys operated by cellphone carriers.
"We are not a target," says MTN's Mr. Naseri. Normally, he adds, it's enough for a driver
to show at a Taliban checkpoint a company letter stating that equipment aboard the
truck belongs to MTN and not to the U.S. forces.
"We believe that whatever benefits our people is in the interest of the Islamic
Emirate," explains the Taliban spokesman, Zabihullah Mujahid—interviewed via
his Afghan cellphone.
"We won't prevent any mobile company from building new towers, because we
know that the more the operators expand their networks, the more access our
people will have to telecommunications services."
Such a dynamic is on display in the northeastern province of Kunar, a Taliban stronghold
along the mountainous Pakistani frontier.
A string of mobile towers, most of them in the final phases of construction, has sprung
up in recent months in the northern stretch of the Kunar River Valley — an area that
remains so far without any cellphone coverage.
After inspecting one of the new towers, a patrol of U.S. and Afghan troops recently sat
down for tea with the elders of Saw, a village of squat mud houses perched above a
verdant slope following the river bank. Suspected Taliban spotters were seen observing
the village from the mountains as the coalition patrol moved through.
"If the Taliban had been opposed to cellphones, we wouldn't have been able to
build so much of the tower by now," said one elder, Ghulam Ghoss, a principal of
the local school.
Chiming in a few minutes later, the Afghan National Army patrol commander, First Sgt.
Zuhur Noori, expounded on the benefits of the mobile service, asking for intelligence
tips.
"We are here during the daytime, and the enemies bother you at night," Sgt. Noori
said. "With the mobile antenna, you could let us know when the enemies are in
here."
Mr. Ghoss listened with a polite smile.
The Taliban "maybe will also use the antenna" he pointed out, "to relay messages
of their own."

Great Moments Of Imperial
Arrogance:
“Mullah Mohammad Din, A ProGovernment Cleric In Kandahar,
Complains That Coalition Forces Are
Arresting Too Many Innocent
Afghans”
“But Michael Gottlieb, The Task Force’s
Deputy Civilian Commander, Says The
Criticism Doesn’t Bother Him”

Former detainees of the notorious U.S.-run Bagram prison north of Kabul listen to
officials at an Afghan National Army hall outside Kandahar city in southern Afghanistan
prior to their release. Photo: Soraya Sarhaddi Nelson/NPR
March 23, 2010 by Soraya Sarhaddi Nelson, All Things Considered [Excerpts]
U.S. Brig. Gen. Mark Martins is the deputy commander of Joint Task Force 435, which is
revamping how U.S. forces handle detentions in Afghanistan.
“Returning them to their communities helps us focus on those who are truly attacking the
government and bringing it down by force of arms,” Martins says.
On this day, he is accompanying six Afghan prisoners aboard an American C-130 that is
ferrying the men from Kabul to their homes in the Taliban heartland in southern

Afghanistan. The prisoners sit blindfolded with opaque goggles, wearing matching tunics
and wool caps.
U.S. forces captured the men late last year and accused them of belonging to the
Taliban.
Some two months later, U.S. military tribunals found there wasn’t enough
evidence to hold them.
Another two months later, they are being sent home.
Two will be dropped off in Helmand province; the others will fly on to neighboring
Kandahar.
But on this trip, things don’t go as planned.
In Helmand, no relatives or elders show up — nor do they show up at Camp Hero
outside Kandahar city, because neither family nor local officials were notified of the
event.
The ceremony is delayed until Kandahar’s governor, Tooryalai Wesa, arrives.
He says he had just boarded a commercial flight to Kabul for a holiday weekend when
he was asked to deplane and return.
The absence of relatives or elders is a problem for the detainees, who have nowhere to
go. It’s also a problem for the Americans, who won’t release prisoners unless they have
forms signed by village elders and families pledging to keep the men from breaking the
law.
Wesa agrees to sign for the four men, whose thumbprints are on the forms.
“And I urged them if they have any profession in terms of teaching, training or
professional work, we’ll be happy to recruit them and asked them to learn from their
mistakes and try not to repeat them,” Wesa says.
An Afghan colonel tells the detainees in Pashto what is expected of them. They slump
on folding chairs, listening as he urges them to lead productive lives. He warns them not
to commit crimes or help militants.
He asks: “Do you agree?”
“Yes,” they answer in Pashto.
But Noor Mohammad, like the other detainees, denies doing anything wrong in the
first place.
The 28-year-old farmer gets teary as he recalls his arrest as he headed to
Kandahar city in a truck last November. He says he still doesn’t know why he was
detained.

The military says those traveling with him were suspected Taliban members.
Mullah Mohammad Din, a pro-government cleric in Kandahar, complains that
coalition forces are arresting too many innocent Afghans.
But Michael Gottlieb, the task force’s deputy civilian commander, says the
criticism doesn’t bother him.

TROOP NEWS
THIS IS HOW OBAMA BRINGS THE TROOPS
HOME:
BRING THEM ALL HOME NOW, ALIVE

The casket of U.S. Army Sgt. Marcos Gorra, 22, of North Bergen, N.J., in Fairview, N.J.
Gorra was killed Feb. 21 at Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan. He was assigned to the 2nd
Battalion, 82nd Combat Aviation Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division, headquartered at Fort
Bragg, N.C. (AP Photo/Mel Evans)

Weak, Frightened Canadian Regime
Decides To Hide Number Of Soldiers
Wounded In Afghanistan:
“As Late As Last Year, The Military
Released Battlefield Reports Of
Wounded”
Mar 23 2010 Murray Brewster, The Canadian Press [Excerpts]
KANDAHAR, AFGHANISTAN—The Canadian military has quietly stopped reporting
when soldiers are wounded on the battlefield and will instead deliver annual statistics to
the public.
The stark policy shift is described as a deliberate attempt to keep the Taliban in the dark.
[The stupid liars are telling ever more stupid lies. As will be seen below, those
killed in action will continue to be reported timely. So, in view of that fact, the
announcement means that in some cases, the government wants to keep the
Taliban in the dark, and in other cases, the government does not wish to keep the
Taliban in the dark. However, attacks on foreign troops are observed by a highly
effective network of resistance spotters, so the excuse is as feeble as the
government. Soldiers also know and tell reporters. Family also members know
and tell reporters. See the next boldface. T]
The weekend death of Cpl. Darren Fitzpatrick in an Edmonton trauma centre brought the
directive to the forefront. The 21-year-old was mortally wounded in a previously
unreported March 6 roadside bombing.
Fitzpatrick, of 3rd Battalion, Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry, was on a foot
patrol with Afghan soldiers when the blast occurred in the volatile Zhari district, west of
Kandahar.
There have been other recent unreported incidents, including a soldier with a
gunshot wound to the leg last week.
It the first time in nearly four years of heavy fighting that the military has extended the
blanket of secrecy, known colloquially as battle damage assessment, to its own soldiers.
Journalists embedded with the military were in the past routinely briefed on
engagements in the field and told when troops had been wounded.
A military official speaking on background said the policy on the release of
information relating to battle and non-battle casualties was revised in October
2007 to "address operational security concerns."

As late as last year, the military released battlefield reports of wounded.
It is unclear when the practice was officially stopped and whether it was a
recommendation made on the ground, or an order from National Defence
headquarters in Ottawa.
Menard said statistics on wounded soldiers are released once a year and the public's
right to know is being satisfied.
A lot of attention is paid to those Canadian soldiers who are killed in action; their
caskets are returned to Canada to emotional crowds who out of respect line
Ontario's Highway 401 with flags and tributes.
Hundreds of soldiers who are severely wounded in Kandahar, however, go home in
relative anonymity and silence.
The often lonely plight of the wounded came into focus with the death last
November of Dawson Bayliss, a former private who was hit by an out of control
armoured vehicle turret in the spring of 2006.
The 24-year-old died of complications of a head injury at his Calgary home after
being in and out of hospital. He had been unable to continue with his military
career because of the trauma and died as a civilian.
Had the new policy been in place previously, the public might not have known about
some of the military's more inspirational figures of the last few years, including Capt.
Trevor Greene, Master Cpl. Paul Franklin and Cpl. Jodie Mitic.

NEED SOME TRUTH?
CHECK OUT THE NEW ISSUE OF
TRAVELING SOLDIER
Just posted at: http://www.travelingsoldier.org/TS28.pdf
Telling the truth - about the occupations or the criminals running the government
in Washington - is the first reason for Traveling Soldier. But we want to do more
than tell the truth; we want to report on the resistance to Imperial wars inside the
armed forces.
Our goal is for Traveling Soldier to become the thread that ties working-class
people inside the armed services together. We want this newsletter to be a
weapon to help you organize resistance within the armed forces.

If you like what you've read, we hope that you'll join with us in building a network
of active duty organizers. http://www.traveling-soldier.org/ And join with Iraq
Veterans Against the War to end the occupations and bring all troops home now!
(www.ivaw.org/)

“Having Bible Quotes On My Equipment
Makes Me Think Our Current Conflict Is
A Holy War”
Letters To The Editor
Army Times
March 29, 2010
The U.S. government is secular and cannot endorse any religion.
A lot of people think this is a political correctness issue.
But having Bible quotes on my equipment makes me think our current conflict is a holy
war.
How would people feel if the sights had other religious quotes or even atheist quotes on
them.
I am sure they would sing a different tune if the sights said, “God is a delusion.”
When I found out about these codes on the sights, I showed them to other
soldiers in my unit and they were as irritated as I was.
If anyone thinks having religious text on equipment will somehow save you from death or
harm, then by all means put it on the equipment, but no one should force a religion on
others.
Sgt. Dustin Huntsman
Fort Carson, Colo.

Troops Invited:
Comments, arguments, articles, and letters from service men
and women, and veterans, are especially welcome. Write to Box
126, 2576 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 10025-5657 or send email to
contact@militaryproject.org: Name, I.D., withheld unless you
request publication. Same address to unsubscribe. Phone:
888.711.2550

FORWARD OBSERVATIONS

“At a time like this, scorching irony, not convincing argument, is needed. Oh had
I the ability, and could reach the nation’s ear, I would, pour out a fiery stream of
biting ridicule, blasting reproach, withering sarcasm, and stern rebuke.
“For it is not light that is needed, but fire; it is not the gentle shower, but thunder.
“We need the storm, the whirlwind, and the earthquake.”
Frederick Douglass, 1852

Hope for change doesn't cut it when you're still losing buddies.
-- J.D. Englehart, Iraq Veterans Against The War

I say that when troops cannot be counted on to follow orders because they see
the futility and immorality of them THAT is the real key to ending a war.
-- Al Jaccoma, Veterans For Peace

“What country can preserve its liberties if its rulers are not warned from time to
time that their people preserve the spirit of resistance? Let them take arms.”
-- Thomas Jefferson to William Stephens Smith, 1787

One day while I was in a bunker in Vietnam, a sniper round went over my head.
The person who fired that weapon was not a terrorist, a rebel, an extremist, or a
so-called insurgent. The Vietnamese individual who tried to kill me was a citizen
of Vietnam, who did not want me in his country. This truth escapes millions.
Mike Hastie
U.S. Army Medic
Vietnam 1970-71
December 13, 2004

Firearms are second only to the Constitution in importance; they are the peoples'
liberty's teeth.
-- George Washington

The Social-Democrats ideal should not be the trade union secretary, but the
tribune of the people who is able to react to every manifestation of tyranny and
oppression no matter where it appears no matter what stratum or class of the
people it affects; who is able to generalize all these manifestations and produce a
single picture of police violence and capitalist exploitation; who is able to take
advantage of every event, however small, in order to set forth before all his
socialist convictions and his democratic demands, in order to clarify for all and
everyone the world-historic significance of the struggle for the emancipation of
the proletariat.”
-- Lenin; What Is To Be Done

A revolution is always distinguished by impoliteness, probably because the ruling
classes did not take the trouble in good season to teach the people fine manners.
-- Trotsky, History Of The Russian Revolution

“The Nixon administration claimed and received great credit for withdrawing the
Army from Vietnam, but it was the rebellion of low-ranking GIs that forced the
government to abandon a hopeless suicidal policy”
-- David Cortright; Soldiers In Revolt

It is a two class world and the wrong class is running it.
-- Larry Christensen, Soldiers Of Solidarity & United Auto Workers

Insidious Childhood Recruitment
(ICR)

Photograph by Mike Hastie
From: Mike Hastie
To: Military Resistance
Sent: March 18, 2010
Subject: Insidious Childhood Recruitment
Insidious Childhood Recruitment (ICR)
Cowards won't show...
And the weak will die!
Looking For A Few Good Children.
Mike Hastie
U.S. Army Medic
Vietnam 1970-71
March 18, 2010

Photo and caption from the I-R-A-Q (I Remember Another Quagmire) portfolio of
Mike Hastie, US Army Medic, Vietnam 1970-71. (For more of his outstanding work,
contact at: (hastiemike@earthlink.net) T)

Love, Dad
[Just In Case You Missed It The First Time]
From: Dennis Serdel
To: GI Special
Sent: March 03, 2009
Subject: Love, Dad
By Dennis Serdel, Vietnam 1967-68 (one tour) Light Infantry, Americal Div. 11th Brigade,
purple heart, Veterans For Peace 50 Michigan, Vietnam Veterans Against The War,
United Auto Workers GM Retiree, in Perry, Michigan
**************************

Love, Dad
Son, we can’t send you
any packages
like we have sent you before
because the shop
that I worked for for 27 years
has just went bankrupt
my pension money is gone
didn’t get severance pay
after all those years
and I would have to pay
Cobra for health care but
I don’t have money for that
they didn’t even give me
my vacation pay
they gave me nothing
nothing at all
I took our savings and paid off
our home but now all I get is
unemployment checks
and food stamps
that will stop in months
I don’t know what I will do then,
I’m old and nobody will hire me
but even the young
can’t find any jobs
Soon they will take our car
turn off electricity
and turn off the heat

Son, I know you have troubles
of your own in Iraq
but I think you are fighting
the wrong enemy over there
I think all of you should come home
fight the government
the corporations
and defend us from
the bill collectors
kill the white shirt bank criminals
the oil company criminals
kill all the Madoof’s
that have taken over our country
because nothing works
over here anymore.
Love, Dad

DO YOU HAVE A FRIEND OR RELATIVE IN THE
MILITARY?
Forward Military Resistance along, or send us the address if you wish and
we’ll send it regularly. Whether in Iraq or stuck on a base in the USA, this
is extra important for your service friend, too often cut off from access to
encouraging news of growing resistance to the wars, inside the armed
services and at home. Send email requests to address up top or write to:
The Military Resistance, Box 126, 2576 Broadway, New York, N.Y. 100255657. Phone: 888.711.2550

World-Class Media Stupidity On
The March:
Completely Heartless Pundit
Ignores A Man Whose Son Was
Killed In The Iraq War;
[Followed By]

Arrogant Fool Tells Man With Family In
Najaf They Don’t Know How Prosperous
They Really Are
[Iraqi Caller:]
Bin Laden destroyed two buildings in New York.
George W. Bush destroyed the whole country.
Mr. RUBIN: I would just respectfully disagree.
You have all the religious tourism.
You have the hotels, and along with all the hotels which have opened, you have
the restaurants which have opened.
March 23, 2010 David Corn of Mother Jones and Michael Rubin of the American
Enterprise Institute discuss Iraq today, and if it has been worth the cost. National Public
Radio, NEAL CONAN, host: [Excerpts]
CONAN: This is TALK OF THE NATION. Im Neal Conan, in Washington.
A new debate is taking shape here in Washington. Is Iraq better off? Were the terrible
sacrifices in lives lost and billions spent worth it? 800-989-8255.
Let's go next to John(ph), John with us from Wayne, Oklahoma.
JOHN (Caller): Yeah, I don't think we're better off because of the war.
My son was killed in September, 2007, in Iraq.
And the only ones I can see that's gained on this is, like, Exxon, Mobile and Shell,
who are now drilling for oil over there. And it moved the price of oil from $20 a
barrel to $147, you know, during this war.
CONAN: At one point. It's much lower than that now.
JOHN: It's hit a new price plateau.
CONAN: Yes, there's no question about that.
JOHN: It's up to 80, which is just, you know, it had been 20 to 40 for years, but if
you go to war in an oil-rich country, you know, most economists will tell you the
price of oil is going to go up.

CONAN: Well, John, we're terribly sorry for your loss, and I know there's nothing
that can replace your son.
JOHN: No.
CONAN: Thank you very much for the phone call, appreciate it.
****************************************************
CONAN: Let's get another caller in on the conversation, Carlos(ph) from Perkasie in
Pennsylvania. Carlos, are you there? Carlos seems to have left us. Let's go instead to
Matt(ph), Matt with us in Phoenix.
MATT (Caller): How are you doing?
CONAN: Very well, thanks.
MATT: Good. I just wanted to make a comment for Michael.
Michael, first of all, we are the one who helped Saddam Hussein from 1980 to 1988 to
defeat the Iranians. So let's not forget that, number one.
Second of all, I was raised and born in Najaf.
What are you talking about booming? I'm from there.
I mean, if you cannot give me some information, if you're going to make some
allegation about it's better for the country, you have to come up with something
more legit, makes more sense.
What I'm trying to tell you here, Saddam is a bad guy. We're not disagreeing about this.
Saddam was I'm Shia myself.
I hated Saddam with all my heart.
But at the same time, is it really worth it destroying the whole country?
My mom called me. She said I have four hours of power per day. We never had
that before, before the invasion.
Michael, what are you talking about? And now you're saying that it's booming?
Where is it booming? In what area did you see that? I mean, am I blind here?
CONAN: Matt, when was the last time you were in Najaf?
MATT: Was back in 1991, but I talk to my mom on a regular basis, and I'm very in
close contact with my family.
CONAN: Okay.

MATT: And I told them. And they have no power there, and I'm just, I'm just amazed
that I mean, David, he brought a great point. He's saying is it really worth almost nearly
5,000 American lives? No.
Bin Laden destroyed two buildings in New York.
George W. Bush destroyed the whole country.
CONAN: Let's give Michael Rubin a chance to respond.
Mr. RUBIN: I would just respectfully disagree.
If you want specific improvements in Najaf, for example, you have the
international airport.
You have all the religious tourism.
You have the hotels, and along with all the hotels which have opened, you have
the restaurants which have opened.

DANGER: POLITICIANS AT WORK

Cardinal Sean Brady says sorry over failure in 1975 to alert police about pedophile priest
Brendan Smyth: By Steve Bell

CLASS WAR REPORTS

POLITICIANS CAN’T BE COUNTED ON TO HALT
THE BLOODSHED
THE TROOPS HAVE THE POWER TO STOP THE
WARS
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